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Making the invisible visible

Analysing the development of strategies
and changes in knowledge production

to deal with persistent problems
in sustainable development

Barbara J. Regeer

Making the invisible visible

In the 21st century we are confronted with 
persistent problems: environmental problems 
as a result of industrialisation, problems of 
food safety in the food chain, waiting lists in 
health care, etc. These problems are by no 
means easy to resolve. This thesis focuses on 
recent efforts to develop strategies for persis-
tent problems in sustainable development by 
emerging (temporary) Dutch intermediaries. It 
is a conceptual exploration of salient features 
of these new approaches and offers a meth-
odology to support the efforts of the many 
practitioners who contribute to the pursuit of 
sustainable development in the face of con-
tinuing change. 

Barbara J. Regeer (1972) has analysed 
and developed interfaces and interactions 
between science and society in various ways 
throughout her career. She has analysed and 
developed science exhibitions at newMetropo-
lis (now NEMO), and developed new inter-
vention strategies at The Netherlands Society 
for Nature and Environment. She is currently 
assistant professor at the Athena Institute for 
Research on Innovation and Communication 
in Health and Life Sciences at VU University 
Amsterdam, where she conducts her research 
on emerging innovative strategies for sustain-
able development.
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De promotie vindt plaats 
op woensdag 10 februari 
2010, om 13.45 uur in de 
aula van de Vrije Univer-
siteit Amsterdam, aan De 

Boelelaan 1105

aansluitend receptie
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