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ARSTRACT

llermaphroditos, the personage in Greek and Roman myth and
iconography possessing both male and female sexual features,
first appears in Greek literary and epigraphical scurces in the
fourth century B.C., although a pedigree as the offspring of
Hermes is net provided before the mid-first century B.C. In
addition to the proper name llermaphroditos, the term used
generically, along with its adjectival form describes these

Mischwesen as they are reported by variocus ancient authors teo

cccur in nature. But from the inscriptions, literary testimonia,
and artifacts, it appears that the Greeks and Romans considered
llermaphreoeditos a divinity with a variety of divine functions and
characteristics.

Representations of lermaphroditos occur in large and small
scale stone sculpture and reliefs, in marble, bronze and
terracotta figurines, wall paintings, in a few mocsaics and ocn
gems. The distribution of these objects ranges from peints in
ITtaly, Austria, I'rance, and EFngland to Greece, Cyprus, Asia Minor
and North Africa. Through this survev of Hermaphroditos in Greek
and Roman art I will attempt to answer the following questions:
What constitutes the representation of an hermaphrodite in
ancient art ? Ilow did these figures function and what did thevy
mean tc the Greeks and NRomans 7 Did they have cult significance ?

This study focuses on three major types of hermaphrodite

representations: the so-called anasyromenos variety, where

Ilermaphroditos makes its identity known by raising the front of

its garment teo reveal male genitals, the well known Slesping



Hermaphrodite, and some group compositiaons where llermaphroditas
wrestles with a satyr. All three of these types have
traditicnally been thought to have their origins in the Greek

world, but, as we will see, only the anasyromenos type can

securely be connected with Greece. The Sleeping Ilermaphrodite
type, and the wrestling groups probably developed in Italy during

the second century B.C.
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first male, and then was transformed intc a bisexual creature,
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time before A, D. 629 {(No. 2} when the compplex burned, but when
this figure was made we havs no way of knowing.

Ancient testimonia, an inscripticn, and some findspots

indicate that imagez of lermaphroditos were appropriately placsed
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in gymnasia, baths, theaterz and domestic setitings. That
. . . .

terracotta figurines wers used as votives in [lellenistic deposits
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1 udlluldbl'ﬂ'-\:-{_:" demonstrated b., those found at Paesstus anda

hurials on the Greek mainland. some of the
many othe figurines in marble, terracoctta and bronze served the
zams functions
As for bedy type, lHermaphrodites usually is with the
flezhy physigue and undevelcped musculature of a young boy,
sometimes with & pre-pubsszscent fold of flssh just above the
genitalsas., llowever Hermaphredites occasicnally appears with a
distinctly female body type, to which male genitals are
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appended. In theszs works, notably Lhe Slseping and
the group with Aggressive Satyr, the body of the hermaphrodite,
from certain angles, iz indistinguishable frowm that of a woman,
and this visual hkifurcation appears to be an intentional effect
of the compositicns.

The adiective "hermaphroditic”" is used by modern

commentatecrs toc describe ancient images with androgynous body
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markedly feminine rendering of body and attributes, even though

male genitals are present. Their pectorals may be flesgshy and

developed, the physzigus generally feminine in proportians., The
iconosgraphic repertocire for these figures develocpsd certain

traits and fsaztures based on their charascteristic vouth.
Eros, of course, often appears as an infant or toddler; he
iz the child of Aphrodite and this relationship was expresssad

through his appearance. Thus, Fros often loocks effeminate and

rhysically immature, wearing amulsts or jewelry his mother’s

1

attributes. "Flying Hermaphroditezs” are more likely to be images
aof a flesghy, but male, Ercs., And Attis teooc is characteristically
depicted as a youth or child, sc his physique alsc reflects the
artistic conventions for rendering immature physical dsvelcopment,
rather than hermaphreoditic traits.
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head of a small marble figure in the Uffizi Gallery in Tlerence,
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who wears a complicated long sleeved costume {No.
figure has often besen considered a repressntaticn of
Hermaphroditos, but recently
been proposed, either as a young Priapus or possibly as an actor.
Hermaphroditeos? hairstyle is consistently similar to that of
Aphrodite, Apoclle and Dionysos, with central parting, long locks
drawn back and scmetimezz rollsd under and fastened in a bun at
the nape <f the neck, a stray lock or two escaping onto the
shoulders or brow. The Sleeping lsermaphrodite, discussed in

Chapter 2, has the most elaborate coiffure of all.
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of five secticns. The first chapter iz concerned with the statfs
ocf modern scholarship on Hermaphrodites, and contains an
evaluation of the ancient testimonia, both epigraphical and
literary. Anasyromenos figures occupy the second chapter, the
third ig devoted to the Sleeping lermaphrodite tvype, and the

fourth to the wrestling groups. A final fifth chapter presents

Mellenizstic art presents =special chal
archaeclegist and art historian, not only because of its
rroblematic historical and cultural sestting, but alsc becauss of

our contemporary aesthetic reactions to some Iellenis

characterized by their drama, razalistic” detail, and their

humor. It may bs acknowledged here that a whole class of figures

rthology -- satyrs, Raube, Pan, Priapus, and

from ancient nm
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nccasgionally Dionysos, Hephaistes and Herakles, as well as
Hermaphroditos -- was deliberately rendered with humsosr both in
literature and art. Thess imagss were meant to logsk funny,

grotesgue or obscene. RBut thsir appearance to cur moedsrn

sensibilities should neot belittle the importance of their ancient
mzaning. All these figures play reles of =ome kind in ths

expre=ssion of human sexzuality, an essential ceoncern of any

cultures, in any era.

{0

o



Several lexicon and dic
tematic evaluaticns of the evidence ceoencerning Hermaphrceditoes.

Beginning with the earliest articlez, these rescurces include
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P. Herrmann, in W. II. Rascher, Ausfuhrliches Lexzikon den

Fe

iechischen und romischen Mytholeogie T{1884-1890) 2314-2342.
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"MMermaphrodites"; L. Laurenzi, Enciclopedia dell’arte antica

TII{1260})421-424,
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.v. "Ermafroditc”; K. Schauenburg, Lexikon de

Alten Welt 1287-1268, s.v. "Hermaphrodit"; W. TFauth, Die Kleine
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BT YI00E8-1087, s.v. "Uermaphroditos, and most
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Christentum 14 {1988}650-682, =.v., "Hermaphroditos”. Other useful

discussions can be found in the Brunn-Bruckmann entries for ths

=ky, in an earlty

lermaphroditos, drew together much of the archaeclogical and

textual material known te that point. While focussing his
u

discussion oh a replica of Sleeping type, found in Rome, and now

at the Terme Museum {No. B5BE), he analvyzesed previocus
interpretations ¢f the ancient literary evidence concerning
. o
Hermarhrodites.”
Only one twentisth-century scholar, the DRelgian Marie

Delcourt, has proeduced moncgraphs on the phenomenon of
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. e . ., 7 . . .
la bizexualite dans l'’antiquite classigue was published in 1958,

Hermaphrodite: Myths and Ritesg of the Risexual Figure in

'lassical Antiquity. Delcourt’s third study, Usrmaphroedites:

E

“ . -
Recherches sur 1’&tre double promoteur de la fertilité dans le

2
monde classique appeared in 1966.°
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In her first werk, Delcourt attempted teo deal with L

el

phencomenen of Hermaphrodites in ancient culture through =a

gl

coneideraticn of =everal other sexual phencmena that are
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represented in art and literature -- miraculous sex changes,

crocss dreszssing, and rvituals of ssxual initiation, ¥While her
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discussion provides an interesting and useful summary of ancient
religicus and ritual behavior, it is scmewhat general anpd

diffuse, bescause the apprecach is so broad.
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the divinity, "un daimon de l’union sexuelle." She consider

briefly the literary and physical svidence for cults and worshi
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of Hermaphroditos, corganizimg the material in six categories: 1.

"Monuments du Culte,”" 2. "Type Demetrien,” 2. "Type Aphroditeen,”

4. "Type Dicnysien,” 5. "Type Priapique,” and §. "llermaphreodite
’ .

Couche.”" However, Delcourt does not pressnt a comprehensive

catalogue of ohjects, nhar daes she approach thes evidence frem an



hermaphroditic images, 13 now perceived.

Literary Sources
The earliest mention of the name Hermaphredites ccrurs in
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Superstiticus Man on ths fourth day of each month, with its
special asscciaticn with llermes and Aphrodite, but alss by the
evidence of a fourth century votive inscripticon {S=ze Inscriptions
No. 1 bE‘:lOn,\r-

That Hermaphroditos had attainsd a fairly wide
degree of recognition and popularity by the third century B.C. is

suggested by the mention of a comedy by the Greek playwright

Pozeidippos, whose work was actually entitled Uermarhroditos®
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Prom the Suidas we learn that this comic writer pProao

first play twe vears after the death of Menander in 29%% R.C., and

that in all he wrote thirty plays, of which seventeen titles are
known. From an inscripticn, we know that he was victoricus at the
Lenaia arcund 27¢ D.C. Two lines frem this play ars preserved,
but they do not give us any idea of Hermaphroditos' role in the
action.

In the mid-first century R.C., Diodorus Siculus (4.6.5-7}
provided the first preserved genealogy for lermaphroditos, as the
. . 12 C L .
cffzpring of llermes and Aphrodite.'Y In additicn, Dicdeoru
articulates the distinction bstween Hermaphroditos the divinity
and humanz with both male and female genital considered by some

14
pecple to be monsters.,®
Thiz passage follows & long discourse about Dionysos, ths

main source of which is Dienysius Scytobrachion’s Libyan Stories
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{this titles iz modern, the criginal cne 18 unknown
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Yionysius, followesd by Diadory

establishes the connections cf the god Dionysos with Egyptian

divinities; here Ammon isg hicg father. The association continues a
tradition of linking Alexandsr the Great in his lifetime with the
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The section concer 1i0E Jr::.:ua,__.x rodites followsg the dizgcussion

of Dionv¥scs, which Dicdorus formally brings to a close before
continued to¢ draw on Dionysius Scytobrachien for what follows.

According to Diodorus, Priapus is an appreopriate ceorcllary te the

O

previgusg material because he isgs the =cn of Diconysos and

[#]

Aphrodite, and thus alsc has an Lgyptian aspect. Diodoru iculu
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[

connects him with Osziris and sayzs that he sometimes has an

IS

Fgyptian name, Tychon.
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Thi mention of Priapus introduce=s ancther

Yod
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Aphradite, Hlermaphroditeos, and Diodoruz makes a distinctian

between the biszexual god and hermaphroditss in nature.

0vid, Metamcrphoses

The beszt known discussicn of Hermaphroditos iz Owvid's

[y
-3

lengthy eticlogical tale {(Met. 4.274-391)}.°

by some commentators to be largely the poet’s own creation,
although clearly he is dealing with characters and a setting

that were alrsady establishsd to some dsgree in the literary,

mythological, and even archaeclegical record. Ovid’'s account

e apparently well known enervating properties of the =pring
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Salmacis, first noted by Strabe {14.856)
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any man whe entered its waters.
The =ztory iz told by Alcithoe, one of the daughters of

Minyas. She pazzes quickly over other transformations; including
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those of Daphnis, Sithon {(who actually undergces changes of

sex), Celmu=, Crocus, and Smilax, before zettling on a story that
will be pleasing, because it iz nevw {(praeterc dulcigue animcs
novitate tenehgl. Iler tale bhegins not with Hermaphreditos, but
with the =pring Salmacis, where most of the acticn takes place,
and with the promise that its dangsrous effsct on men will be

(]
—
=
o
T
g
—
&)
j=
[
e
8]
0
[£)]
ot
w
=
[l
O]
=
-
]
¥
W
1]

Aphrodite. s 1z transformed
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that in Cvid's s=story
the son of lsrmes
bBisexual being in
= intertwined with
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Hermaphroditos tock hiz name frem his parents,

in his
in gua matergue paterqus/fcegnosci

face both of them could be recognized {

possent}.

Hermaphroditocs is breought up by nymphs

When he is fifteen, he leaves

Salmacis, the heme ¢f a nymph.

Ovid =zets the scene at an

Crete and

and zpring share the name Salmacis

not far from Halicarnassus.l Farl

iest evidence for a sit

Carian
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Ovid tells us,
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community, although in the body of the ext only the

fTalicarnassianse are menticned, 2¢ it is assumsd that they were
locally dominant. Later inscriptions found at lalicarnassus, from
the late fourth and early third centuries B.C., do not menticn

e Salmatian=s, who probably had been subsumed by this time under

Ilalicarnassian jurisdiction.

suburb of lalicarnassus, its exact location is not now known, but
Vitruvius®” provides some clues to its locatisn as well
a3 an apolegium for its bad reputation. According to him,
Greeks drove the indigencus Cariansg and Leleges cut of their hone

in Caria and establiszshed themselvez at Salmacis. The Carians

were lured hack to their former home by the inn established near
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the =pring by cne of the

Vitruvius’® account, was known fer its clear, clean water.

with more decorum and thus the =pring acquired its reputaticn for

Salmaciz and its spring would have been located on the west gid

of the harbor 2t llalicarnassu
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2pring a scurce of fresh water that now bubbkles up in thes harbo
Jugt at its western cornu. In antiquity it is likely that this

fountain would have bsen on dry land, =ince ths level of the =zesa

in this region has apparently risen over 1.50 m. in the last



note here is that Ovid setz the
at an actual Carian site,

A e -r c L,
Az a nymph, Salmacis,

anomaly. Althcugh

4

in the hunt and

llow DRiana

r
o

encouraged by

of lermaphroditos’ story

Owvid N

)

to

{

her companions,

zpends the

spring, admiring her reflection in its waters, combing her hair,
or gathering flowers. One day az she iz thus sngaged, =she =pots
lfermaphreditos and falls in love with him.

ler attempt to seduce the boy (4.220-228) has been noted as
a parocdy of Odysseus’ address to Nau51kaa.23 Ovid's ironic
manipulation of the IHomeric scens and its characters, along with

st o omat - .
erotic nature, gives the episode

is

aggresscr. Where Odysseus wizhsed NMNausikaa 2 heme and husband,
Salmacis urges a secret liasison if Hermaphreoditoes is engaged, and
an cpen one if he i= not. lle rejects her advances, and the nymph
retreats unwillingly, but spiss on him from the bushes.

As llermavhroditos swims in the spring, Salmacis dives in tco
and surrecunds the boy in an inextricable smbrace, entreating the
gcde as she dees =0 that the two may never be parted. They grant
her prayer; boy and nymph are fussd, c¢reating a new, bisexual
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the Garden of the liesperides =substitutes Perseus for lerakles
Yhen Atlas is uncocpsrative and refusez to guide Psrseus to the

Atlas, in some accounts, is the father of the Pleiades, and
of Maia, and Taygete, herself a mountain in Arkadia. According tc
Apollodorus, Atlas was a king of Arkadia {(bibkl. 3[{11¢J18,1}.

3
o

itself, where Maia gave birth tc llermes.
An ancestral asscciaticn of Atlas the mountazin with

Hermaphrodites is intriguing because of its possible association

-

= e d A FRT . S T T o T
sexual creature, the Phr;glan :-;gdj_::.L._L:s, WwnRo s ths

£

of this story iz recorded by the Christian apclogist “rnobius,go
the Adversus Matiognes {(late third - sarly fourth century A.C.},
zarlier, presented an abbreviated version.
raohius, Jupiter triesz to s=educe the Phrygian

she lies asleep 1in the form of a
in the attempt, Jupiter lets sperm fall on

and after a ten month gestation, Agdus

cduces a2 wild, androgynous offspring called Agdistis. Decause

spring, Libkbsr attaches the creature’s genitals to a tres, and
when Agdistis awakens he emasculates himself.
Attiz, in this account, is produced from the fruit of =a
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impregnates MNana, the daughter of Xing Sangarius, with Attis. BRut
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Agdl;tl: aEEgESCiacichn vith Attis does not end with thi

m

catastrophe. Agdistis subseqguently assumes a female per=on

gimilar to that of the Magna Mater and after the death of Attis
establishes a cult at Pessinus in his memory.
No images of the bisexual Agdistis have been identified,

begins his story about Agdistis with thes phrasze, Timotheos ..,

inquit. This=s man, "pon igncbilem theclcgorum unum'" according teo

da

Arncbius, wasz a Dumelpid priest and exegeits at [Fleusis, active

a 31 L) - 1 1
arcund 300 B.C. e iz recognized by both Tacitus and Plutarch as
an authority on religions and oracles. Tacitus {llist. 4.83) says

ourt at Alexandriaz ¢

o
2

that Ptolemy I breought Timethecs to the

orezgide over religious activities there, and both authors claim
that he was responsible for estaklizhing the cult of Serapis at
Alexandria.

In additicon, Pausanias {7.17.8) records a pared down vearsion

attempted raps ¢f the mountain, simply rslating that the god, in

his sleep, sjaculated ¢n the ground, and that this event produced
a creature callsd Agdistis, who posseszssed beth male znd femals
. Pausanias says nothing about the creature’s

viclent, destructive behavior, only that the gods fsarsed it and cut
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tree there an almend tree) producing =eeds which impregnated the

Arnobius’ account, Agdistis falls in love with Attis, and when

bedy will not decay.
In both Pausarias’ and Arncbius’ verszion of the story,

Agdistis actually has genitals of both sexes and, losing the male

attributes, beccmes a powerful, even dangsrcus femals divinity.
There is epigraphical evidence that the goddess Agdistis was
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hipped in thiz form in Gresce at least from the fourt
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Wor
century B.C. The earliest inscription mentioning this divinity is
from the Pirasuz in Athens. An inscribed relief dated to arsund

200 DB.C. zhows Agdistis in the female persona together with

iz dated to 83/2 D.C. and refers to z cult of Agdistis at
23
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noamnous., ”

Many octher inscriptions are from Phrygia itself, the
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birthplace of Attis and Agdistis. A small sanctuary of Agdistis,
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It has that Agdis

for Kybele, cshould not be

Agdi s’
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personag
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certainly distinct

hough ale persona Agdistis
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imn

characteristice of her more familiar counterpart.

separate
W

her

Kybele even

on the attributez and

Returning finally te QOvid’s account of llermaphrodites it is
rozssible to ohserve several elements that this story zhares with
Pausanias’ and Arnobius’ tales of the Phrygian Agdistis. Doth
Pausanias and Arnochius are concerned with an event that really
invelves the kirth of Attis, and in both renditions Agdistis
continues to be a rather dangerous creature even after the
emasculation. Ovid’s emphasis, as we have seen, is cn the

figurs too appears
apparently not as

counterpart. The legacy of the once male Ilermaphr
spring that robs men eof their wvirility.
Water, in both accounts, playe a critical
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drew upen for his story of llermaphrodites alsc reflected this
Idasan traditien, which could easzily have been transposed toc =2
Cretan —- Greek -~ gite with the same name. lHowever, for his
metamorphoseis, Hermaphroditeos strays to the =ast. Finally, all
three authors, 0Ovid, Pausanias, and Arnobius, =siressz the

pracige, placing the drama at actual Carian and Phrygisn lacales.

It igs possible that embedded in the Ovidian account o
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emasculaticon, and leses male characteristics. IHermaphroditos,
while =still a2 male, gaine & female azpect, and +this
transformation, from a male to a hermaphrodite, is presented as a
disturking event with other permansnt effects; Salmacis’ waters

take on properties dangercus te men. The more vielent and bloody

Phrygian story is subkdued in this relatzd Gresk presentation.

After Ovid, the nsxt surviving mention of Uermaphroditos is

provided by Martial. Ilis fourteenth book of epigrams, the

Apophoreta {(174), includes one describing a Hermaphroditus
] . . Dy
Marmorsus. Ths Apophoreta iz a collecticon of verses describing

presents given at the end ¢f a dinner party, and possibly
selected through =some form of lottsry., The ceccaszion for these

festivities, establishad in the prelude to the epigrams, iz the
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aturnalia., Whsther or not the PoEemE themzelves constitutad
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preduced sometim

ied bestween 102 and 1084, so the Arpophoreta may hav

Tks presents desszcribed in verse include a wide

the evidence indicates that this date might be too early.

in the last decads of the first century
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cbjectse. Defore we approach the sculpture of Hermaphredites
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y it may be worth considering the aothe
briefly. They include writing tablets, money boxes,

a geld hairpin, nuts, hat

w

equipment for the gymnasium. Birds (parrot, raven,
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long with furniture of cos=
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expen=sive woods, dinner ware, gold cups and plates,

I, RS T O e L R T Tricrame 170 100 s
t.,l..J\,ulI'ig, BUEICAE: IDS8TIUmenLs. LPpigrams iy — 162, W
consgider in meore detail, concern art works and these
: t o & L1 = . P | U + b e
in i© assScmoiags b.} pSeEmE anc buuk:-_s, then peEvTE,

gslaves, actors, cocoks, and finally, sweets

similar objects appear together. In addition, the int
verses suggest that thes items were alternately expensive

, a variety of weaponsz, lamps,
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nterest for archasclogists and art histerians. The works
described include a gold statuette {signum} of Minerva, and =

= Lo BT L
L.~ 1.

3 ] _ - + e gran  emrmym o o om A ey z 1
igurine aof a f,rﬁllbh has been connscted by a2 mention in

Pliny {34.12) with the fifth century B.C. sculptor Strongylion.

Mext comes a saurcktonos corintheus, a bronze lizard =slayer, and
this epigram has been asscciated by modern commentators with the
Praxitelesan Apcllo Sauroktaonos. Martial then dsscribes Hyacinthus

in a tabula picta, followed by our [Hermparhrcecditus marmereus

nd s persona

tw

{174), another tabula picta, this one of Danase,

Germana, apparently a mask. A silver Minerva is next, with helmet

and spear, but lacking her asgis=.
{arl Lehmann proposed that in fact what Martial describes in
Tpigrams 170-182 i=s an actual collecticn of art works that he
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Boman Forum. This temple wag constructed b} TLivia and T

during his reign. The clue, according to Lehmann, confirming the
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identification of this assemblage with an actual one displaved in

the Temple of Divus Augustus is Martial's mention of picta of
. A3 . .

Hyacinthus and Danas, Images of thess figures, according to

ancient =ocurces, were exhibited in the temple in Martial’'s day,
Elsewhere, Martial {£.68) mentions Ulermaphroditcs and

Szlmacis, and at 10.4 he includes [ermaphrodito=s in & liszt of

alez, A cluster of later authors
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parentage.

Lucian, in the Dialcgi Decrum menticns Hermaphroditoes twice
(15,2 and 23.1}.44 Frirst Apollc and Hermes discuss
lermaphroditog’® parentage, and then Aphrodite’s offspring,
Priapcs, Tres, and llermaphrodites, zach of whom had a different
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are compared.

According tc Meineske's reading of Alciphron’s Epistolad
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Agroikikai II1.35, there was a rural shrine toc lermaphroditos at

Alopeks near Athens at which a widow placed wreaths of flowers in

honor of her dead husband. LEmendations have been suggested for

this passage as well, Lobeck, for esxample, believed Lthat

. . . 45
Nermaphroditos was in fact the name of the deceased. Althouzh
Alciphren's floruit is not known with prscisicon, from sxternal
evidence and some clues provided hy Ep. 4.19, he is thought tc
have bzen at work between 170 and 220, and possibly no later

~han the first decade of the third century A.C.4 i letters are
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Hermaphredites in & -~ admittedly imaginary -- context of the
fourth century B.C.
Interezt in Hermaphroditos had neot abkated in the fourth

century A.D. Two epigrams by the rhetorician Ausonius reiterate

Nermaphroditos’ linesage and the =tory of Salmacis, iz epigrams
explore several themes Those concerning his wife and a group
about grammarians can probably be dated to his earlier writing
vears, ca 330 - 240, but those with mythological themes are
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the Greesk Antholc as
translations from the Greek., Among these are Nes. 390 {Ex CGrasco

traductum ad Cupidinum}, 95 {Pulchrem dei reswensum), 96, and 1

{De H=rmaphroditc et sius Natura), which can be connected with
Anth.Pal. 782. Auscnius presents lHermaphroditos here as a neutral
— rr

creaturs, unabls to snjoy passiocn sither a2z a2 man or a woman. But

in thes next spigram, where the pcet discusses Salmacis, he seens

rmaphroditos are
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to contradict himzelf. llere, beth Salmaciz and II
said to achieve an sspecially intense degree of =sexual pleasure:
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scit inesse wirum:/

felix, unum =i licit ssse duss.

Anonymous Epigram 9.217 in the Anth. takes the form of a
dialogue between Ulermaphredites and ancther god, in which the

unnamed divinity boasts to a dgoatherd that he has made love fo

Termaphroditos three times that day. lHermaphrodites protests,

awearing by llermes that this has not cocurred. The god retorts,
swearing by Pan that indeed it has. This epigram is one of the
MTellenistic poems originally collected in the Garland of
Meleager, prchbably early in the first century B.L., to judge from
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a few pieces of internal evidence, and none of the poems in the

Garland is thought to have been written much latesr than arcund
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140 .C, Ancther espigram in the Apth.Pal. {9.783}), the ons
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are known, both from the Greek world. The first of these is
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o Termaphroditeos. To ®my knowledge, there are ne surviwving

inscriptions in Latin that mention lermaphroditos.

1. &4 votive dedication to lHermaphrediteos has been dated by letter
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in the fourth century B.C.”l The =mall base found in
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sculpture or herm, now missing, and not a stele, becauss the

cutting i= sguare rather than rectangular, and demonsirates that
as early as the fourth century B.C. there was =scme form of cult
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The fairly late =2ticlcgy of Hermaphreditos names, not
surpri=singly, lermes and Aphrodite as its parents. Although this
vedigrese becams =z commonplace in later literary sources, visual
images of this triad apparently do not survive. Aphrodite,
however, doss occasionally appesar with her offspring
llermaphroditos, always shewn in the form of a small
statuette support for the divinity. At Delecs, a2 handful of

(A

epict Aphrodite and her child [ermaphroditos, and one figurine

f this type was found cn Corfu. In pose and iconography these
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groups are similar tc thess with Aphrodite and Priapus,
t

sometimes also takez the form of a =mall support nex

While Yermes, Aphrodite and Ulermaphroditos
apparently do not appear together, lermes and Aphrodite do
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does not shed much light on their offspring Illermaphroditos. On
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ths gothsr D8NG, the name of this divinity is attested in the

may be that we are simply missing the evidence that would clearly

Hermaphroditosz did not have a Jjzint cult with his parents.
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he Damophon of Messene, whe creatsd the cult group at Lykoscura,

. . . 52 . . .
fragments of which =still survive. This artizst is suppo=ed to
have flourished during the second century DB.C. In addition t5 the
ancient reporiszs of such images, possibly arranged together within
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the temples of octher gods, Vitruvius, as mentioned akove,

that therse was a temple of Mercury and Venus at Salmacis nea
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Halicarnassus, althcugh no trace of this monument has bhesen found.
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well identified by his winged hat, caduceus, and occasicnally by

L

hi=s winged bgoots or feet. lHis female companiocn, usually facing
him, fully draped, and scmetimess holding cut a flower, is le=s=s
clearly reccgnizable as Aphrodite, and has besen identified by
some scholars as 50re.54 The two figures may he framed by a
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Terme=z and A.Fhr._,'_ilt‘:. Pruckner proposzed hLhat the ut'filyl':' 5t
»
Marasa, more commenly identified as sacred to Persephons, was

century B.C., he argued, Samian immigrants to Lokrol added to the
. . . e el : . . 58
existing Aphrodite cult thesir own cult of llermes.
B. Ridgway and D. Scott, while obgerving some weaknesses in
L1}
Pruckner’s argsuments, have ncnetheless found them
convincing.”” But Price, in her examination of kourgotrophoi,

supported the more traditional identification of lHermes’ f

. . . . , 60
companion in these reliefs as Kore instead of Aphrodite. Yet
at nearby Centoccamsre, some svidence supporiing the pressnce of

hag been found: fragments of pottery inzcribed

at that site. Theze sherds probably date to the fourth centur

n.c, bl

Fruckner base=s =ome of his interpretation= of Lokrian
cult on the evidence of a joint cult of Hermes and Aphrodite at

the Samian lleraicn. We turn now to this =anctuary, whers Joint

worship of these two gods, according to Buzchor, may have bzen in

62

place by the =ixth century DB.C. A temple inventory from the

Sanctuary of lera, datsd to the year 246/5 by the archon’s nams
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house in Mytilene on Samcs, is now in the Archaeclogical Museum
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at Vathy. After the heading Keékos T?I)S Ocor , the text
lists thirty-eight chitons, of which llermes gets cne, and forty
eight himatia, of which the lermsszs in ths temple of Aphrodite
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location would have been set in the Ilera temple itself,
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uschor suggests that llermes may have been worshipped in the
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lHera sanctuary as early as ths eighth century DB.C., but szses the
so-called "Sudbau,"” built in the late =zixth century B.C., as

ly a temple of Aphrodite that was then altered to make

gne for esach god. There iz zcome later literary evidence for the

presence of special images of Aphrodite and for a cult of Hermes

at Samocs, althousgh none connects the two, or refers specifically
£3 P ; 3 a

te a temple there. A =mall zltar found near Tigani, and dated

Ly letter forms to about 100 D.C., is dedicated te several gods -
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70

PR L Y N o mmmET ] e PP R = in o P

record. The excavator has recocgnized JoIint -UI‘::.hlj_J T




e
v ]
o e - o] o -
i v SIS TR B8 E o4 %% ER
: oo wm w0 Too* s o &S0 g0k I &
w . o] oy + 4 a2 o o M i
W N R~ R/ - BT N =t o 5B 0 S
m Gy . o i i .w.. 5 d 0 W - , Ve » . ) por £
R T - Y - e B e S v TSN R B o
G .. = - ; - - +! “r . e ATy
o £ O oy (] i+ [{H - ol - €L i (] — £ -
T T TS g oW b = =] : 4 =
AT " S Tk = > by P T < P R &
fal o o W (=] > o ..“.u‘.. " =N 5 ~ <C I a] W = o a.“ a o ” " i
e ‘._”.\, = + % H e % @ [ W T —v...w mm”.. R mu IA.,C‘ N +3 — sl A .
P A - - - e e o Fe ow s £ w
o] ¥ il 0] 5 3 oo L P W - w 1 42 8] T3 13 o =t
o] W i m @ ﬁ B4 b o ot [i¥] A — 4w @ . = o i o c +] 0 h
! w - U . DA n ..m 4 = +3 W A W o 2 W
+ e A AR SN = b 2 & e £ o T
s G0 e O ¢ ) W o — - b . e ol o = A
- R oy o 0 Q £ 0~ e = L ;
RO =T - S s % ¢ F 50T w Lo om g e o
LA B - 4 g w T SR B - =
i) i - 2 > 4 u - ] m 3 ; 3 -
. ty B i w o bl i = ) ¢ Ul
Uoow W ..Muc oy o T g m H — m = _.Mm ~ T ﬂm wo T &
i w ] o o W 1 DR o | w ) - (e e G PR T 2 o
%] S s - L4H] [a) N 0 + e « [ m ol — ) 5] el S. o i
s 3 . G U ) el o u: 3 m o
i - . « 3 @ S T q 4 e
) ; =1 ~ - I's) 9] Gy ~ £
42 ¥ 2 ) th 4 — o - Hm §mt [ et = O - b & o m p )
= i i 0] i [iF] -t M ) ) o !
w ~ - ) o ~ . y
4 oA S S T A " o U o ot w3 g o
o w A R B R I S 4+ - R - B
o W i i nmv o o _.Mw H » m_.. " - > " = i - > g
0] T3 Al X £ M o £ o : v .y oy Ul U o +2 m -
v 0w i) ;o ad - f [0 i
» Y ¢ o O T e S o T =k
i ol 4.1 Q ) [ o o oy By m [N} 1 = [ e o l_ @ © - U Y]
§ud ey ] + 43 L oo L « : U Juf - 0 o ad o W = =] [} 3 e apnd
3] 4 s "~ w e %) ] i w1 e pes \ T3 ¢t hs]1] o ) o}
N SR 2 1w U W e o
w 31 . i e - o @ o] o ol + o o+~ ] @ ol o . - e i o3
ot e & = Am ! “ D) o ()] — =S o o I e i e a i lrw) 1 P na
g 4 ¢ 3 = : B 2! oo w T VA IS Lo K
O 0 e " T - o~ o ¢ omo ow A
PR T = S B > B N T = w . : e R S T
I L [ — b @ n @ P H - ; R r-
8] = . - i 0 <l [ o
‘ oy Hy = G4 o fos 0 =] a w ! - 1) = .T, @O 1 oy . .
T S S B + B B o b ook B Rk j oo: < B L
1] " - [ . £ il U © © [} (8] a3 . <) ¥ ¥ “ o .l w [il]
- " A5 . ! o ) " 4
i : £l A o] S W+ Q a7 Y 0 @& T
s w0 ) o = s - N r ¢ 0 -
A n ke ; c P s i~ n . ey WD 0 -
- e 3 . e @ 3 7o
P e A S —~ tn Ln p s = : = 5
® oo 4 foo e ul =) oh - & " O g W W A_., 2
o ! bl Fy 0 o N ¥
W a [ o b w £ - [ O ﬁm o e, a . 5 G u - “
T R - B R« S e - b0 B i wooow G 03 4y
- P apd fs o eI = ] I ol 11} +J v - -+ - W <~ G s -
52 1 w n. $ua ) - o - W b - - aj y e m EREE S
L : & 1._ §ea o Fet [ + A
- 4 o ’ o i [ TR n wu o +2 X W + 1 o i
%] u [ o Gn j o W = { . - il T = U
8] . %! oy o 4 ] Sy = & b~ 32 I . e - by WD y o J
© P o o ﬂm A2 e +2 % + [ w W 3 O W+ b W W oy
- ) 43 —i 3 . 0
§ 3 W v w I St 4 - -
AR & T T e B TR g = hc B .o mw ST B S o
e .“I -~ iy n.“ o +J .Hu ! o Au- ﬂL_...u o o ot w0 - T = ..._m Mw nnm v H = [
o A O e = ot ’ a . 0 ] L T a &
m .V i¥ + b 1o - - i’ m .% bt i b H o " b m o .._g.w ot & by
WS oW . ﬂ_ e - g = o - Ged H my ﬁ .w. T T R S S
- [ - P by ') i . " — - i ”d
SR - - B R B (R <. S A A ke g s
Fo T +J fis + + £l 2 " fis oh



-

§

the end of
Other

recoghized

thymiatericn. Cn a

Museum in

the

bearded male herms

jsbl

[Iis

(]
(7]

r‘
f

ot

a
el

-
o

4]
L]

r

i+

¥
ho]
I
[

9]
o]
=]
o]
4
#]

figure hydria now in Ea

red-

the fourth century D

T
il

behingd

[
L |

carrving a

mid-fourth Lrater in the

gsometimes appear a Comach

i

im -

i

O]
)]
’

oo
bl =

o]

1

h

I
m

ot
oW



ved

v
]
¥
4
+4-)

[0
w

[

O]

41
-~
T

o

-+
on
P

+
€]

$d
N
i
.
Pl

e

]

£
&}

0]

At

f

ion

t

inscrip

gle

-
i

e

4]

o
=

el
ol =1

COoNvincil

.

™
j
1%

«

O]

=rd

ol

ui
i

4

m
o]
—

1B

]

ite but

Aphred

th

-

+)
w
L3

43

w
ot

£
Q
fed
G

may have

that

-
=)

ite

m ri

ke absent fro

llerma

[Ig]



Appendix 2: Hermayhroditezs in Nature

Androgynous infants and miraculous sex changeszs, along with
cther =zexual anomalies cited by Pliny and Phlegen ({(Mirab., 6 =
PGrilist TIR}), were considersd portentz in Rome during the late
third through the =zarly first centuries B.C. Livy and Julijius
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criginally Etruscan, predicted future events ¥ analyzing the
meaning of auguries, but specialized in studying the livers of
sacrificial victimz.”  The decemurii were one of the lssssr ordser

c¢f Roman priest concernsed with the maintenance and reading of the
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expiations were unique hecause the services of becth these groups
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pertentous children zalive In woeden boxes and set them adrift,
either at =sz or on a rivsr.
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The sarliest cccourrence of an audrog;noa; blth, in 20% B,C.

at Sinuessas, was repcrted by Livy {(27.11,.1-6}: natum amhisguc
inter mparem zc feminam gexu infapntem. This time a special

infant, inpcertus mas an femina sgset was born at Sinueszgae, the
haruspices drowned it at sea in a wooden chest.gg This act was
followed by other sxpiatory rites that included the presentation
of a geld bow! at the Temple of Junc in Reome, alss a typical
feature of these =sxpiaticna, as was the processicn of virgins to



her temple on the Aventine, and a s=sacrifice of white cows,

The spring of 207 D.C., a time of tensicn and danger for Roms as
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nevs of the Carthaginian invasion zpread, coincided with the
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magistrates and the servicss of
Althocugh the moenstra are described asz hbeing of
indeterminats sex, no more specific details of their condition
are provided, and it is nct clear exactly what physical
abnormalitiss may have been present. llowever, Jjust at the time

when individuals of some distinctive phwysical type were
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large and small =scale, in both Grzece and scuthern ITtaly. No

connecticn 1% made by Livy or Julius Obseguens between
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hermaphrodites in art and the apparent cccurrence o
rhencmena in nature, altheough Diocdorus Siculus, as mentiocned
above, recognized a daimon called !lermaphroditces, a entity

digtinct from the bumans with physical abnormalities who were

: 91
considered monsters by some psople.
Pliny probably alludes to thes expiaticns of supposedlyw
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gn of =uch
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he records a transition in the popular percept

individuals, earlier considered threatening poertentzs, later
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hysiocleozical cddities.
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Pliny here notes an accompanying shift in wvocabulary, from



evidence. The name Hermaphreditocs occurs in an sarly fourth

century inscription and iz mentioned by the late

Th distinction in usage may lis in
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write ophrastus. However
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the difference betwesn the human and divine manifestaticns of ths

ticn.
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Hermaphroditos is net the only bisexual creature in the
Greek mythological traditien. M. L. Wesgt has shown that in a
variety of earlier LFastern thecgonies -- Sidonian, Zergastrian,

and Indian -~ one of the primordial divinities is a
identified as Time, that procreates with itself, bringing
the next, divine generation.”® West proposes that some <f these
eastern ideas about the development ¢f the universes weares

tted to Greece, and transformed there, =sometime during the
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sixth century B.C.g“ e gees Pherecydass of Syraoszs, arcund the
middle of that century, in his prose acceount of the creation o

th: nnivers
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wag able, by itself, to preduce immortal offspring.
Pherscydes’ work survives in papyrus fragments dated to ths
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To the , Orphic, and Plastonic materizl c<can bhe
added Phrygian traditicns that may have been known in QGreece by
the sixth century B.C., since =oms form of the Oreat Mother was
worshipped in Greece beginning at least by that time, and th
history of the Phrygian Mother appears to have clear links with

have

D.C., these ideas must have bsen dgenerally psrvasive,
it is at this time that philescephical traditien may
its expressian in & <o<cgncocreste, vizual form,
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HNermaphroditos, in contrast to nost of the Lise:
3

entities discussed abeove, did not, in the ancient testimonia,

produce offzpring or aszt as a critical link in the evolution
cf the cosmo=, althoug there are some =culptures
Hlermaphrodites heolding a baby or even nursing one. Nor 4
Hermaphroditos -- in the wisual record -- usually poessess
. 105

genitals of both =sexes, as do these cther creatures. And G~
whese account of lermaphrodites is the fullest, doess not
provide a precise physical descriptic of the vouth after

PR R I 3 - -3 R T, o L.
sexual transfor u.:'ltlul";, lea‘.-lng the phgslﬂlogl‘u

Termaphroditos’ metamorphesis to ocur imagination.

will s=see, MHermaphrodites frem the fourth century
appear to have heen considered by the Greeks
being worthy of 2 place inm the divine Panthecn.
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73. Lebessz1: {1925, supra, n. 72) 82-84,
74. Lebessi {1976, supra, n. 71} 12,
75. Lekezsi {1276, supra, n. 71} 12,
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76. Ccing from Mallus in Cilicia: L. DRabelon, Traite des Monnai
Greques &t Romasines IT.2 (Paris 191011410, pl. 128.9; SNG Dennmark
166, pl. 9; SHG Ven Auleck 13, 5719, pl. 193; D. VvV, llead,

Histeria Nummorum {(Oxford 19111¥722-724, On Mallus: A, II. M,
Jones, Cities of Easitern Roman Preovinces (Oxford 19713192, 198-
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Minor . 1 {Princeten 1950}274, 300, 691, 824, 1149-1150.
77. 8NG won Aulock 13,5705, pl. 122,
78. SNG von Aulock 132.5717
79. llead f{=supra, n. 78} 722.

. ] o
80. Attic hydria in Derlin: ARV= 1483; LIMC IT.2,
In many of thszs representations, Hermes is easily recognizable
by one or mors attributes; Aphrodite, on the octher hand, is less
clearly identified; her appearance may be confirmed by the
presence of Ercs.
81. DBell krater: Athens NMIBED,
32. b. M. Robinson, Excavations at QOlynthos X {Baltimere 1941}6-
13,
82. DBronze mirrvor covers: W. Zuchner, Grieschische EKlappspiegel
{Perlin 1242} 18-19, No., KES 21, pl. 123,
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zexuslly debilitated man, and both szenses ars in use at roughly
the same periasd.

" I
101. K. Dover, The Date of Platso’'s Sympesium," Phronesis
10{192€e5) 2-20.
102, Bisexual Seslene is also mentionsed by Philechorus {ca. 200
B.C.)frg, 184,
103, Dover {1288, =supra, n. 100148,
104, D. Jerdan, "Aristcphanes, Best of Fggs. An Address toc the Senior
Classical Lesague of the Univerzity of Virginia at its Second
Annual Dinner, March 18, 1987." Dr. Jordan generously supplisd me
with a copy of this paper. Aristcophanes, in the Rirds, performed
in 414 B.C., haz his chorus describe the creaticn of the univerese
that includes a referesnce to "wind egg=" {1. 895; The Cgpedies =f
Aristophanes, v. 6: The DBirds, ed. A. II. Sommerstein [Warminster
19871241-245Y, 8o by the late fifth century, slements of QOrrphic
philo=cphy were making their wasy into art.

188, lipwever there ares a few exceptionszs, noctably the fragmentary
torso of lermaphreoditas from a replica of Dresden wrestling
type in Venice has bhoth the remainsg of male dgenitals and just
above these, a line carved in the marble which may be an
indication of the female sex as well,
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Iconograrhy and Meaning

Turning from the literary evidence for the gesture of
the anasvromencs toc its representation in ancient art, we see
that a variety of meanings was also through the vwisual
record, =since several mythological personages were depicted in
this pose. Evidence for ermaphrodites anasyremencss in Gresece can
first be documented in the late fourth century B.C, Afterwards,
Priapus, and a& type of Aphredite, begin to appear in thi=s pose.
Dut as esarly az the seventh century B.C. on Cretes, this exposing
gesture occurs in a greup of Daedalic terracotta figurines of
women., At the site o©of Axos, nerthwest of Knossos, for example,
where habitaticon began in LM TIT, and szesems to have flourished
during the eight century DR.C., several figurines of this type

. 12 . .
have been recovered {(TFig. 2).°° TFrom near ones building thought to
be an archaic temple to Aphrodite a large gquantity of terracotta
figurines was dizcovered, the earliest of them Geometric in

12
date. In this assemblage are at least eight examples of

1 1 ine : i 3 t LE I Y -
femaleszs lifting their =skirts in anasyromencs geztures Ths cns
illustrated statuesette actually paris thes =2ectionz ¢f a skirt that
cpens down the middle.,

Alzc on Crete, at Kato Syme, a terracaotta plague with a
similar female igure in high reliesf, date to the seventh
century D.C., has besen seen as the earliest evidence of joint

. 15
worship of Aphrodite and llermes at that sanctuary.” HHere
however, the goddess (%}, her hands at hip level, really raises
her gkirt, which curves above the genitals in a stylized arc.,

In Grasge there 1ig apparvently a gap of thrses centuries
before the anasyromenos motif appears again. Hewever, from a late
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With =a height of 0.074m and a preserved width of
0.085m., the fragment, brgken all arcund, has zleong its urpper
edge horizontally gathersed folds of drapery and, on esach side,
remaing of the figure’'s hands holding up the garment. DBelow this
gathersd drapery *the upper thighs, held close together, and male
genitals are precerved. The testicles are cbhvious, and a small
penis, not erect, can be seen over the laft testicle. With its

zmall genitals, it is likely that the figure representsz Hermaph
rather than Priapus, who iz customarily shown with an
inordinately large, erect phallus.

According te Dorcthy Thompson, thiz mould fragment was gone
cf the freshest, and presumably amcng the latest itemzs in the
A . 20 . . . .
deposit. & late date iz supported by the crisp, unworn loock of
the details. The mould apparently was made by being loosely
pressed against a figurine. On the bkack &f the mould, roughly
finished, it is possgible to sse where separate plieces of clay

context

century

ast

'—J
M

B

cates ig that by this period -- in Athens, at
Hermaphrodites anaszyromenegs were already

fragment iz in fact a local Athenian product
1978, when it, alcng with one hundred other

asters, and figurines, most of them found in
to neutron activation analysis at ths
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Group A, ccensisting of Attic ware, all classical to Hellenisti
"9
5 22
n date.
The fragmentary mould preserves =scme of the canonical fesat

or sandals., In this repre=zentaticn, Hermaphroditos generally wears

a long, high beslted chiteon, =leevelezs or with zhort slseves
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the frent of a thick fringed garment. Its prominent breastsz are
both covsred. The fringed mantle, and the rather stiff pos=se, with
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rz¢ leaning slightly forward, impart a vaguely Lg
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~ £ ™ = Aot o 3 3 R |
of Roman dats) In garment and

pose is a figure, identified as [ermaphrodites, ecorating the
mosaic floor in one room of a large wvilla at Timgad, in modern
Algeria (No. 7%2). On the basis of its wegstal border
decoraticns, ths mosaic has been dated late in the third century

coentains portions of three drapsd standing figures. The central

one, on a low plinth, raisez its heavy fringed costume, but its
genital area and head ars lost.
Decause of itz pese, this figure was identified as

an hermaphrodits by the French excavators, who in fact named this

n Tt

villa the "Maison d' hermaphrcocdite, Flanking "Hermaphreodite

1}

&

each side are fragmentary, probably female figures, who appear to

be assgisting the central perscnage in a toilstte scene. The

Termarhrodites anzsvyromencs found in dated votive deposits. These
cbjecte are of great szignificance becauss they provide direct

the temple of Athena at Pasecstum vielded a terracotta figurine of

TT

ii

rmaphrodites anasyremencs (Ne. 40, Tig. 7). Tt lacks ths hea:
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