THE LOST PHOTOS

Archaeothanatology applied to photo documentation from the 1960s
reveals new data about Mesolithic burials, Sado valley, Portugal

Rita Peyroteo Stjerna, Liv Nilsson Stutz, Joao Luis Cardoso

EAA2019, Bern, 7 Sep

®
-
CENTRO DE ARQUEOLOGIA ; " ,
R e >0 A DA UNIVERSIDADE ) .:' UNIVERSIDADE NP
T  ADBERTA  |CArEHB
k n|ab { {“
‘ .Ja obsson |a unlarq H

. o www.uab.pt
Linnaeus University

UNIVERSITET



Minimum Number of Individuals

450

400

350

300

250

pAV}

150

100

50

Iberian Peninsula, Mesolithic
Minimum Number of Individuals

I

—

-

before ca. 8000 cal BP
Early Mesolithic

after ca. 8000 cal BP
Late Mesolithic

Atlantic Ocean

Map of the Iberian Peninsula

Peyroteo Stjerna 2016a. Roots of Death



Atlantic Ocean

oy 32
Arapoucoe

c. 11 shell middens o 1
6 w/ burials oV. M6

[ eyl

MNI c. 113 ﬁ?ﬂ?‘v. Romeiras

s E 36 ?g:."C. Pez
C. Amoreirase

o 15
P.S. Bentoe

Kilometers

Peyroteo Stjerna 2016b. Death in the Mesolithic




Sado valley shell middens
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1.

What is the potential
for archaeothanatology
on old collections?

2.

What does
archaeothanatology
bring that cannot be
achieved with common
sense archaeology?




ARCHAEOTHANATOLOGY

P. S. Bento 2011, Photos by R Peyroteo Stjerna



ARCHAEOTHANATOLOGY

taphonomic theory
+

processes of decomposition

T Chaine opératoire

human remains original
archaeological context funerary context

Duday 2009. Lectures in Archaeothanatology
Nilsson Stutz 2003. Embodied Rituals

[llustration by S. Berglund, Peyroteo Stjerna 2016b



Arapouco, 1962

What’s in common?

Pocas de S. Bento, 1960



Lost Photos: Archaeothanatological Analysis

What’s in common?

1. Nature of the burials: primary (and individual) 4

diagnostic criteria
* labile joints in articulation

eg. foot phalanges
often poorly preserved/ unclear in documentation

* Maintenance of general anatomical integrity
of the body

2. Space of decomposition: filled

diagnostic criteria
* bones maintained in place even if original

position was unbalanced © ARASk2A PSB Sk VII-A ~ ARA Sk3A

eg. os coxae, bones of hand/feet, patellae
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Wh , Lost Photos: Archaeothanatological Analysis
at’s in common:

3. Initial position of the cadaver in the feature

Trunk Upper limbs Lower '/imbs - .
Arapouco: On the back — mostly  In flexion at elbow joint —always !N flexion at hip and knee joints — always
P. S. Bento: On the side (R/L) Feet towards buttocks



What’s in common? Lost Photos: Archaeothanatological Analysis

3. Grave design

ARA 3A
ARA 2A

3.1. Small pit (enough to contain the body)
diagnostic criteria
* Wall effects

3.2. Uneven/sloping floor

diagnostic criteria

* Transfer of body weight
RE—>L
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What’s unusual
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» Systematic description
* Diagnostic observations also on poorly
preserved materials
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Thank you!
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