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Willem A. Visser ’t Hooft

A Theologian for Europe between  

Ecumenism and Federalism

Preface by Hans Küng

Filippo Maria Giordano and Stefano Dell’Acqua (eds.)

Willem Visser ’t Hooft (1900-1985), Dutch pastor and theologian, was one of the most 

significant personalities in the Protestant Ecumenical movement. Deeply influenced 

by Karl Barth, and filled with a strong Ecumenical spirit, he was closely involved in the 

founding of the World Council of Churches, of which he was elected General Secretary. 

During the Second World War, many Protestants became convinced of the need for an 

international political system which, beside uniting the nations and peoples of Europe, 

would guarantee them fundamental freedoms and mutual respect for their historical, 

cultural and confessional traditions.

The directors of the WWC were strongly committed to federalism, partly because of 

the political traditions of the states from which their member churches originated 

(Switzerland; Great Britain and its Commonwealth; the United States), and partly 

because of their conviction that a simple confederation of states, based on the model of 

the League of Nations, would be completely incapable of containing national ambitions. 

In spring 1944, Visser ’t Hooft welcomed into his Geneva home the representatives 

of the European Resistance, who, under the leadership of Altiero Spinelli and Ernesto 

Rossi, signed the International Federalist Declaration of the Resistance Movements. 

These historic transnational encounters, aimed not only at coordinating military action 

or seeking diplomatic contacts but at exploring ways to "build" peace and re-establish 

the future of the Continent on new foundations, marked a profound break with the past.

Filippo Maria Giordano was awarded as PhD in the history of federalism and European 

unity by the University of Pavia in 2009. He has been working as a researcher at the 

Centre for Studies on Federalism (Moncalieri) since 2006. He is a research fellow at the 

Scuola Sant’Anna di Studi Universitari e di Perfezionamento in Pisa, where he is carrying 

out research on the relationship between religions and regional supernational integration 

processes.  

Stefano Dell’Acqua studied Humanities at the University of Pavia. Since 2001, he has 

been carrying out research for a PhD on institutions, ideas and political movements in 

contemporary Europe and the history of federalism and European unification. He is currently 

employed as a secondary school teacher. His research interests include the theory and 

history of European integration historiography (particularly the German historian Walter 

Lipgens) and federal viewpoints among the German Resistance and Italian Protestants.

brought to you by 
C

O
R

E
V

iew
 m

etadata, citation and sim
ilar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Institutional R
esearch Inform

ation S
ystem

 U
niversity of T

urin

https://core.ac.uk/display/302080472?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


P.I.E. Peter Lang

Bruxelles 
 
Bern 

 
Berlin 

 
Frankfurt am Main 

 
New York 

 
Oxford 

 
Wien

�Die Welt war meine Gemeinde� 

Willem A. Visser �t Hooft 

A Theologian for Europe between 

Ecumenism and Federalism

Preface by Hans Küng





Federalism

No. 4

Filippo Maria G   

& Stefano  (eds.)

�Die Welt war meine Gemeinde� 

Willem A. Visser �t Hooft

A Theologian for Europe between 

Ecumenism and Federalism

Preface by Hans Küng



This book was made possible by the Centre for Studies on Federalism of 

Turin (http://www.csfederalismo.it)

The book was subject to a double blind refereeing process.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by print, photocopy, 

 

All rights reserved.

© P.I.E. PETER LANG .

 

 Brussels, 2014

 1 avenue Maurice, B-1050 Brussels, Belgium

 info@peterlang.com; www.peterlang.com

ISSN 2294-6969

ISBN 978-2-87574-219-3

eISBN 978-3-0352-6439-5

D/2014/5678/59

Printed in Germany

Bibliographic information published by �Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek�.

detailed bibliographic data is available on the Internet at <http://dnb.de>.

CIP available from the British Library and from the Library of Congress, USA.



9

Table of Contents

Preface ................................................................................................... 11

Hans Küng

Geleitwort ............................................................................................. 15

Hans Küng

Introduction .......................................................................................... 19

Filippo Maria Giordano and Stefano Dell�Acqua

Willem Adolph Visser �t Hooft ............................................................ 31

Franco Giampiccoli

�Die Welt war meine Gemeinde� .......................................................... 37

Barbara Henry

Global Ethics and World Federalism  ................................................ 47

Lucio Levi

P  

The Ecumenical Movement between the Two World  
 .................... 59

Paolo Ricca

Le renouveau du protestantisme en Europe ...................................... 67

Mario Miegge(�)

From the Criticism of the League of Nations to  
the Project of a New Europe ............................................................... 79

Umberto Morelli

Critique de la souveraineté nationale et  
fédéralisme communicatif ................................................................... 99

Corrado Malandrino



10

 
Movements and Federalism  ............................................................. 123

Sonia Castro

Federal Union et la tentative d�apporter la bataille  
fédéraliste sur le continent  ............................................................... 131

Andrea Bosco

The 1944 Meetings at the House of Willem Adolph Visser �t Hooft ....165

Antonella Braga

 
 ................................ 189

Paolo C

 ............................................... 217

Stefano Dell�Acqua

 
 ............................................................. 231

Filippo Maria Giordano

 

 .................. 255

Giorgio Bouchard

Plans of Christian Churches and Groups on the Future  
of Europe in �Documents on the History of European  
Integration�  ....................................................... 273

Stefano Dell�Acqua

La Contribution des vaudois au fédéralisme européen  ................. 289

Filippo Maria Giordano

Ecumenism and the Construction of the European Union ............ 309

Debora Spini

 ................................................................................ 327

Caspar Visser �t Hooft

Index .................................................................................................... 333



Federalism

public debate and support the activity of decision-makers, confronted 
with demands for autonomy by local governments, along with forms of 
regional and world integration needed to govern global processes. 

The former contains the research outcome and the proceedings of 
conferences and seminars promoted by the Centre, while the latter 
consists in reprints of the federalist classic works and English translations 

research, documentation, information regarding domestic and supra-
national federalism, developments in the area of regional and continental 

related to the world order and the process of democratisation of the inter-

via Real Collegio, 30

Tel. + 39 011.6705024

E-mail: info@csfederalismo.it
Website: www.csfederalismo.it

Series Editor: Umberto Morelli, University of Turin,  
Vicepresident of the CSF

Paola Bilancia, University of Milan, Board of the CSF

Michael Burgess, University of Kent, Director of the Centre for Federal 
Studies, Vice-President of the IACFS

Brendan Donnelly, Director of The Federal Trust, London

Michel Dumoulin, Université Catholique de Louvain



Lucio Levi, University of Turin, Board of the CSF

Université libre de Bruxelles � ULB

Alberto Majocchi, University of Pavia, Board of the CSF

Yves Mény, President Emeritus of the European University Institute, 
Board of the CSF

Umberto Morelli, University of Turin, Vicepresident of the CSF

University of Milan, Board of the CSF

National University of Tres de Febrero � Buenos Aires

University of Turin, Board of the CSF

Daniela Preda, University of Genoa, Board of the CSF

Dario Velo, University of Pavia, Board of the CSF

No.1 � Giovanni F  and Ernesto G  (eds.), Democracy at the 
United Nations. UN Reform in the Age of Globalisation, 2012.

No.2 � Roberto C  (ed.), Immanuel Kant and Alexander Hamilton, 
the Founders of Federalism. A Political Theory for Our Time, 2013.

No.3 � Claudio Giulio A  (ed.), Lord Lothian: The Paths of Federalism. 
Writings and Speeches, 2014.


