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Abstract

Bats are unique among mammals, possessing some of the rarest mammalian
adaptations, including true self-powered flight, laryngeal echolocation, ex-
ceptional longevity, unique immunity, contracted genomes, and vocal learn-
ing. They provide key ecosystem services, pollinating tropical plants, dis-
persing seeds, and controlling insect pest populations, thus driving healthy
ecosystems. They account for more than 20% of all living mammalian diver-
sity, and their crown-group evolutionary history dates back to the Eocene.
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