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ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
Environmental sustainability is the key factor for the future develop- Green marketing tools;
ment of the tourism industry, particularly in sensitive rural tourism green purchasing behavior;
destinations. Green tourism and green marketing are alternative Malaysia; rural tourism;
practices that ensure the environmental sustainability of tourism  Theory of Planned Behavior;
destinations. However, green marketing has received little attention ~ tOUrists perspectives

in the context of rural destinations. This is the first known study

undertaken with the purpose of understanding the relationship

between green marketing tools (eco-brand, eco-label, and environ-

mental advertisement) and green purchasing behavior in rural tour-

ism destinations from the perception of tourists. A sample of 252

respondents was selected to complete the questionnaires. To assess

the developed model, SmartPLS (version 3.2.6) was applied based on

path modeling, followed by bootstrapping. The results revealed that

the three-dimensional constructs of green marketing tools were sig-

nificantly and positively correlated with green purchasing behavior of

rural tourism destinations from tourists’ perspectives. Several implica-

tions, limitations, and directions for future research were further

discussed.
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Introduction

The tourism industry plays an imperative role as an economic contributor to most
countries (Ramjit, 2015; Rosli, 2016). Among more rural communities, there is a growing
trend of interest in engaging into rural tourism activities as an alternative source of
income generation due to the decline of traditional agricultural sectors (Cai, Liu, &
Huang, 2008; Hoang, 2015). Due to the lucrative income generated from tourism
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