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Abstract

ThisarticleaddressestheeffectofageinSecondLanguageAcquisition(SLA),posingtherelative
questionthatwhethertheCriticalPeriodhypothesis(CPH)existsinSecondLanguage(SL),andif
existing,howitisassociateddulywithSLA.ThejustificationofcomparingtheachievementofL1and
L2learnersonthebasisofUltimateAttainment(UA)intheestablishmentofCriticalPeriodHypothesis,
isalsodiscussed.Inthemethodology,secondarydataanalysiswasusedtoanswerofresearch
questions.Toachieveareliableresultfrom thewiderangeofsecondarydataprimarilyfrom journal
articles,asystemicsearchhasbeenadopted.Inconclusion,compareandcontrastwasmadewith
earlierstudiestoshowthefindingsofthestudyandtoscopefutureresearch.
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1.Introduction

Secondlanguageacquisition(SLA)increasinglygeneratespragmaticdebatesinthebroaderfieldof
psycholinguistics.ConsideringtheimportanceanddifferenceswithlanguageacquisitioninL1andL2,
SLA flourishedasadistinctparadigm forresearchandhasbecomeawidelytaughtsubjectin
graduateandpostgraduateprogramsworldwide(Rahman&Pandian,2016).SLAhasdrawnmore
attentionfrom researchersbecausethesuccessofL2learnersiswide-ranging.Thedifferential
successwascausedbyvariousfactors,whichoftenwereduetoageconstraintsrelatedwithSLA,
whichisabsentornotaseminentinthedevelopmentofafirstornativelanguage.Agehavingan
influenceonSLAisanundeniablefact,andstudiesregardingage-relatedissuesinSLAisbroadly
dividedintotwotypes:theexistenceandcharacteristicsofmaturationalconstraintsandidentifying
AgeofAcquisition(AoA),anddifferencesinsecondorforeignlanguagelearning(Muñoz,2008,p.
578).Therefore,adiscussionregardingeffectofageinSLAfrom theperspectivesofCPHandUAis
necessary.

Asmentionedabove,thetwoaspects,ageofacquisitionanddifferencesinsecondlanguagelearning
correlatewitheachotherandreasonablycomprisethehypothesisofageeffectinSLA.Theeffectof
ageinSLAisencircledbythenotionofCriticalPeriodHypothesis(CPH);therefore,acomparisonto
UltimateAttainment(UA)isparticularlyrelevantregardingCPHsinceUAisoftenconsideredtobethe
determining factorto identifysuccessfulSLA learners.In literature,the discussion ofUltimate
AttainmentorproficiencylikeanativespeakeriscloselyrelatedwithCPH,asthepriorclaim behind
thisisthatexposuretoasecondlanguagefrom averyearlyageoftencanresultinproficiencylikea
nativespeaker.Perhaps,itistruethatchildrencanattainanative-likeproficiencywithoutmuch
striving,while adults studyhard and diligentlyforyears with unsatisfactoryresults (Li,2015).
Moreover,besides having an accentorcertain pronunciations,many researchers oppose the
advantageofbeingyounglearnersandclaim thatolderlearnersaremoreeffectivelearnerswhenthey
gettobeinalinguisticsenvironmentandhavelanguageinput(Ellis,1994).Asaresult,theexistence




