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Abstract

Historic urban fabrics are situated among of modern cities as the remained heritage of past cities.
In Iran, the number of historic cities and their fabrics are significant and each of them are standing
in specific level of historical authenticity and physical diversity. In the contemporary era, Iranian’s
historic fabrics are confronting with the collapse of their social and traditional foundations and
have putted in unstable social and physical condition. This article has organized based on this
hypothesis that physical changes in the historical quarters has a direct Interrelationship with spatial
changes. Isfahan’s Julfa is a unique historic quarter with antiquity of almost four centuries which
has encountered with declining its social and historical values. This study sought to discover the
current spatial changes and their reasons in Julfa. The results of this survey show that contemporary
Isfahan’s development plans which has imposed to the historic fabric without cognition its context
and cultural values as well as urban planners failure in integration of Armenian’s social position
has caused much spatial changes in Julfa.
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1. Introduction

Genesis the concept of quarter has a long history in the world urbanization system and it root in
people’s social life and social communications. The spatial division of cities into districts or
neighborhoods is one of the few universals of urban life from the earliest cities to the present. In
the one hundred years process of modernization which Iranian’s traditional community took steps
hastily for obtaining its achievements all of its structures affected by modernization. Since this
process started without contemplation at the beginning and in the following was not benefited by
penetrating planning did not achieve admirable successes. “City”” and “Citizen” were among the
categories which affected by developments and they were confronted with new needs and favorites
by changing the life style system. At the first the available physic of cities which were historic
fabrics did not seem to as respond to modern development needs basing on their specific characters
and being humiliated against modern Construction and urban plans. This approach undesirable
targeted the identity and authenticity of historic fabrics and weaken their values for dwelling in
consideration of citizens. Following this vision, the population, cultural and physical structure of
historic fabrics confronted with Crisis through inside-outside immigration which its growing
consequences has been continued.
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In most of the studies and historical research, economic factor and specially diversity of social
centers, mainly determined the territory of the residential quarters (Ashraf, 1974: 10; Soltan Zadeh,
1988: 28; Habibi, 2001: 20; Shiee, 2005: 190). Before the first Pahlavi period, the concept of
quarter has stabled as one of the main physical, spatial and social principles in Iranian’s city
structure. In terms of physical, considering that each Iranian’s cities has their own specific history
and identity, quarters were shaped in diverse style and has been a symbol for own cities (Habibi,
2001:48; Falamaki, 1997: 214; Taghi zadeh & Doroodian, 1999: 78; Pakzad, 2003: 32; Tavasoli,
2002: 24).

To be able to investigate the status and role of quarters in Iranian historic cities, it should consider
the social and physical features at the same time in order to recognize theirs mutual effects and
interrelationship. Physical space of quarter and its formation is affected by different factors like;
inhabitant’s cultural properties, social properties (people needs and behavioral pattern), economic
situation and also natural and climate conditions. Formation and the type of urban facilities in each
quarter has affected by mentioned factors (Seghatol Eslami & Amin Zadeh, 2011). Local public
spaces in Iranian’s traditional cities were spaces for inhabitant’s aggregation and meeting. These
spaces typically were squares with regular or irregular geometric forms which some public
buildings settled beside that like: Bazzar, mosque, reservoir and school. However the local public
spaces were a part of quarter’s main road sometimes. In traditional cities, diversity has been a
factor which promoted the quality of cities. Nowadays, cities are combination of small social
centers. In order to promote the cultural quality and enhancement the communications in the city,
each ethnic and social group need to have own territory and follow own lifestyle. An appropriate
quarter should make a balance between the inhabitant’s demands like: privacy, level of
aggregation, asking for assistance and inhabitant’s participation (Habib, 2006). Iranian’s cities are
divided in two parts of Traditional and modern city by Poor Ahmad. Based on his approach,
traditional (before 1921) and modern (after 1921) city have had some specific characters in terms
of physic which has separated them. Investigation of historic references in contemporary era (from
first Pahlavi to now) show that during this period fundamental and vast changes in social and
physical system of cities has occurred which affected on the structure of urban quarters. Changes
in the physical structure of the quarter occurred with entrance and ease of cars movement in
residential. Hence demolition in historic fabric specially in it local public spaces happened by cross
roads formation. In such fabrics the quarter territory disappeared and changes in its social and
physical structure caused to weaken the quarter’s concept. In terms of urban management, creation
of municipalities led to quarters define arbitrary and their management performed under
supervision of this organization. Also during this period by imitation of western neighborhood
unit, many urban development plans tried to implement of western concept of quarter in Iranian’s
urbanism system (Seghatol Eslami, 2008; Seghatol Eslami, 2009: 82).

2. Research Method

Isfahan’s Armenian quarter has an antiquity almost four centuries. From the genesis, Armenians
have had an effective role in growth and development of Julfa. Urbanization has caused to merge
Julfa, which was an Armenian town outside of Isfahan, into contemporary urban fabric and under



the influence of this process it confronted with spatial
changes inside itself. This article has organized based on
this hypothesis that physical changes in the historical
quarters has a direct Interrelationship with spatial
changes. Therefore, this study tried to find out that which
spatial changes the historic quarter of Julfa is confronted
now and what has been the reasons? Cognition of these
changes and their reasons considered as first step for
pathology and consciously action for future planning.
This study carried out by descriptive and content analysis
method. In completion of the literature it was utilized by
various methods like historical research, review the
literature and library studies. In the following, research
field in the historic quarter of Julfa as case study with
uses of Auto CAD completed this process.

3. Introduce the Case Study

Julfa has been an Armenian town outside the city of
Isfahan which its establishment date backed to Safavid
dynasty in Iran in 1618 (Fig. 1). Nowadays Julfa has
situated inside the Isfahan due to population growth and
city development and became resemble to the other
quarters of cities. However Julfa still is kept its historical
and cultural indicators. According to current Isfahan’s
Subdivisions, the historic quarter of Julfa is located in
zone number five. This district is among the streets of:
Chahar Bagh Bala, Bostan Melat, VVahid and Daghighi
(Fig. 2). Inthe Iran, the number of historic cities and their
fabrics are significant and each of them are standing in
specific level of historical authenticity and physical
diversity. In the contemporary era, Iranian’s historic
fabrics are confronting with the collapse of their social
and traditional foundations and have putted in unstable
social and physical condition. The history of
contemporary Isfahan’s development plans is mentioned
in following.

1- 1958: the first Isfahan’s Development plan
2- 1971: the first Isfahan’s Master Plan

3- 1988: the second Isfahan’s Master Plan

4- 2004: reviewing detailed plan (first step)

Fig. 1: Map
Julfa’s quarter In Isfahan. Isfahan’s
renovation and rehabilitation
organization.
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Fig. 2: Julfa now. Historic quarter of Julfa
territories in contemporary era. Osanloo,
2011.
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3.1. Changes in road system
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In most cities of Iran, the spatial structure of cities has Y i
founded on the connection between the city center and ~ |
quarter’s center trough main roads and squares
(Tavasoli, 1997). The connection between the city and
quarter has depended on the hierarchy. In this regard,
Saeed Nia writes: “hierarchy has been in three forms
of: accessibility, functional and spatial.Accessibility
hierarchy secured the quarter from Traffic passing and
brought the comfort condition for inhabitants,
functional hierarchy was the establishment of facilities
and public functions in local public spaces and spatial
hierarchy has protected the territory of each spaces”.
Between the years of 1931 to 1941, the main decisions
for Isfahan’s new streets was founded. During these ! = | o A
years many broadways was constructed in the city like: e S O O

Safavid era nd ger;‘es‘is of Julfa

Hakim Nezami, Kamal Esmaeil and etc. (Shafaghi, Conte porafy period and before the
2006). In order to review the impacts of master plans Isfahan’s first development plan

on the physics of Julfa, first of all, three different
period of time determined. Then, the amount of
physical changes in each period is presented using a
maps comparing method.

1- Dbefore the contemporary period (1921)

2- before the first Isfahan’s development plan
(1921 to 1958)

3- after the first Isfahan’s development plan (1958

to now) After the first Isfahan’s development
plan

Comparison the road maps in different period of time

illustrated that the condition of cars entrance to the

historic fabric has facilitated impressed by city master ~ Fig. 3: the process of changes in the road
plans. Adaption of road’s grid network on the historical ~ System of historic quarter of Julfa. Writers.
fabric has caused to fragmentation and spatial gap in

Julfa by construction the streets like: Hakim Nezami,

Tohid and Mehrdad.



This approach has been in conflict with principle of the hierarchy of accessibility in Iranian’s
historic quarters. This comparison show that how the master plan approach in confrontation with
historic fabric has led to spoiling the physical structure of Julfa. Contemporary Isfahan’s
Development plans which are provided without attention to the cultural values of historical fabrics
not only led to fragmentation and physical changes rather by implement of these plans, the
historical territory of Julfa has disappeared and Muslims dwelled has increased in the Armenian’s
quarter.

3.2. Demolition and modernization in historic fabric

In the contemporary period, the historic quarter of Julfa has suffered with many problems affected
by city development and modernism. In fact, lack of attention to context oriented urban designing
and planning, disregard the available material and immaterial values in the context and
implementation of hasty projects has wakened its historical values. Khalili writes: “in the
Sangtarashan, which is an old neighborhood in Julfa and its foundation backed to Safavid dynasty,
if you go on toward the Tabrizi Ha neighborhood you will observe inharmonic modern houses
alongside of adobe houses and old churches which its green reflex glasses and marbles is
challenging the historic identity of Julfa”.

Fig. 4: Inharmonic constructions and modernization in Julfa.

In fact, Julfa protection scheme has been disabled in action in order to implement a unique plan
regarding to the architectural designing and materials. In addition, lack of heritage organization
financial supports in supply the budget for restoration the national registered buildings, lack of
governmental organizations for buying these houses and determining the values of houses much
lower than other building in Julfa has been affected in the process of demolition by owners. As a
result, these demolitions and modernization are changing the appearance of current Julfa compared
to its historical features (Fig. 4).



3.3. Muslim dwelled and Armenians migration

As it explained before, roads networks in Isfahan
development plans without regard to the historic
context along with inharmonic constructions has
confronted Julfa with problems. In the Iranian’s
traditional urban system, territory was a specific
privacy which was known for the inhabitants.
Although it connected itself to the city’s Bazaar
through a main road, it kept itself safe from the
cities’ crowded and dynamic spaces (Saeed Nia,
1989). This territory plays a role in the spatial
separability, Unity and solidarity of social
centers. There has been different factors which
caused unity and social solidarity in the quarters

such as religion (Muslims quarter, Jewish Fig. 5: Crossing the Hakim Nezami
quarter, Armenian quarter and etc.) therefore the Street from inside of the historic fabric
social composition of inhabitants in many has led to fragmentation and destroying

quarters was configured from similar and the territory of Julfa

coherent groups.

Most of researchers believe that Iranian’s urban community in its history could not achieved to
unity and integration but instead unity and integration created in the quarters which led to
inhabitants participation (Shia, 2005: 194; Pakzad, 2003: 32; Habibi, 2001: 48). By Destruction
the territory, a mixed social structure has created in Julfa which putted it into conflict with its
religious and ethnic principles.

Due to these changes, a new wave of city population, which are mostly Muslims, dwelled in this
district and has brought out Julfa as an only Armenian dwelled quarter. Although the Isfahan’s
development plans in the contemporary period has been influenced on changes in the Julfa’s
landscape but neglect of Islamic government urban planners in supporting and regeneration of
Armenian’s social centers has caused a fragile condition for Armenians social centers. After
dwelled in Julfa, Muslims has established many mosques and Islamic centers in Armenian’s
quarter which has been in conflict with its ethnics and religious features (Fig. 6).

This neglect on behalf of Islamic regime’s urban planners is provided a migration condition which
has been influenced on declining the Armenians population and fragile of Armenian’s social
position. In this regard Osanloo writes: “after the Islamic revolution in Iran, Isfahan’s Armenians
population declined sharply due to Armenian’s migration to America and Canada as its 6780
population in November of 1976 decreased to 5838 in November 1996 (Osanloo, 2010).
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Fig. 6: Muslim’s mosques and Islamic buildings in Armenian quarter of Julfa. Isfahan’s detailed plan,
Zone number five.

By historical review we realized that Julfa Does not have a stable population. When in some
periods the population is high and sometimes that is low. The proportions of the population has
been in a direct relationship with the social conditions.

Period Population | Year | Refrence
Safavid 12000 1603- | Abbasi’s
1605 | Alam Ara
m Safavid, 1603-1605 History
Safavid 30000 1699 | Extinction
m Safavid, 1699 series  of
Safavid
m Safavid and Safavid 2000 1802 | Travel
Afghans, 1802 and book of
_ Afghans from
W Pahlavi, 1966
Khorasan
to
M Islamic Republic, Bakhtiari
1996 Pahlavi 6161 1966 | Armenian
M Islamic Republic, Council
2006 Islamic 7300 1996 | Armenian
Republic Council
Islamic 7000 2006 | Armenian
Republic Council

Chart one. Compare Julfa’s Armenian population in different periods.



Demographics results of historic district of Julfa which is carried out by the ATEK consulting
engineers in 2009 is shown in Table One.

Gross density. Person | Density of Family size Family size Population growth rate
in 10.000 m2
134 1.08 3.7 0.5%

Table one. Demographics results of historic district of Julfa, ATEK consulting engineers.
3.4. Declining the quality of public local spaces

Quality is the condition of something or a phenomenon which has a specific emotional and mental

Fig. 7: Infiltration of cars to the historic square of Julfa And Lack of dynamic local spaces and low quality
of social interactions

influence on human. Quality causes distinguishing between the phenomena and it could be the
result of form, function, or meaning (Golkar, 2001). In dealing with the quality measurement of
an urban component like local public space, two types of quality concept should considered. On
the one hand, the collection of values which are measurable and are independent of users (like:
forms, used shapes, spatial proportions and etc.). On the other hand, the collection of mental values
which Originating from environment’s users and have Inner essence (like: aesthetic, comfort,
sense of belonging to the environment and etc.). Generally, the combination of these two criteria
is building the quality of space and we should consider both aspects for achieving to a high quality
local space. Declining the quantitative indicators of urban and local public spaces is one the
problems of Iranian’s cities. Considering that the local public spaces in quarters has been a place
for emanation of social centers and inhabitant’s attendance, declining the quality of local spaces
and the quality of social life clarified the interrelationship between them. Infiltration of cars to the
deep fabric of Julfa, illustrate getting advantage of car roads than sidewalks. The outcome of this
approach in the contemporary urban planning system has led to declining the quality of local
spaces in julfa and subsequently weakling the Armenian’s interactions.



3.5. Increasing land values and changing from historic fabric to commercial hub

Rising the land values in Julfa is becoming a serious threat for its spatial structure. Owners and
landlords of old and big houses are trying to create better economic opportunities for themselves
by destroying their historic houses and construction of high rise buildings. While the management
system of historic fabrics has been disabled for supplying the budget for restoration costs or
allocating cultural and state functions to the historic houses. Today the grid network of the roads,
which fragmented the Julfa and destroyed its territory, are suffering with high rise building
constructions for commercial purposes alongside of themselves. Figure eight illustrated that how
increasing the land value in Julfa has affected on the transformation of historic fabric by high raise
constructions inside the residential districts and alongside of its roads for commercial purposes.
Modernization, Establishing many Commercial Buildings, and high raise constructions has been
affected on changing the landscape of Jufla from a historical-cultural quarter to a business-
commercial hub. Nowadays, The effects of increasing the land values in Julfa and disability of
responsible heritage organizations to control or codification the preservation plan for Julfa has led
to the elimination of a large part of historic fabric and, therefore, weakening of Armenians social
centers. In fact, figure eight is showing the process of spatial changes in Julfa under influence of
discussed factors. These factors together has been effective in values declining trend in Julfa. On
one hand, economic abuses of capitalist and disability of landowners for supplying the restoration
costs has intensified the spatial changes inconsistent with the context. On the other hand, these
spatial changes is leading to the weakening of Armenians social centers and transforming the Julfa
from an Armenian quarter into Muslims dwelled. In addition lack of planning for supporting
Armenians social centers, citizen’s education in order to promote theirs knowledge about the
values of heritage, and retrieval of historic Identity in Julfa has been neglected by urban planners
in Isfahan.

With one floor  With Two floors _ With four floors  With five floors

Fig. 8: Julfa’s buildings Altitude map. Review of Isfahan’s detailed plan, region five.



3.6. Determining deficiencies in the Julfa's preservation plan

In the Iran, Regulations of urban development plans like master plan and guide plan are dominated
on whole of the city and has not adjusted with deep surveying for Historic fabric and its properties
(Shamaei, 2005). In practice, Master plan and its regulations has issued renewing some districts
against of other district’s deconstructions. Therefore, it can be said that the main problem of
historic fabrics in Iran is due to constrained modern’s building regulations and planning on the
historic fabrics (Rabi, 2002). This approach is evident in Julfa’s preservation plan (Table two). As
the policies of this project has been planned for physical preservation and have not provided a
clear plan for social and economical issues.

AXis Obijectives Strategy Policies

Julfa’s Preserving values in the | Creating an educational, | Identify valuable buildings and
Historic- neighborhood, creating an | cultural and entertainment | restoring them, buildings use
Cultural unity atmosphere in the | axis and attention to the | changing according to  the
axis landscape, restoration of | pedestrians along the path. | neighborhood's needs, improving
social identity urban infrastructure, and regeneration
of the fabric and restoring specific

historical elements

Table Two: Restoration efforts in the Julfa's cultural and historical axis. (Salehi, 2004).

Conclusion

Before the contemporary period, Iranian’s urban quarters has had a specified territory,
Homogeneous social composition and identity oriented, and sustainable economy. Nowadays,
through urban development plans which has had lack of attention to the historic fabric context in
the planning, the spatial structure of the historic quarters is changing and has putted them into
declining their historical values process. This study performed by aim of recognition of the spatial
changes and theirs reasons in Isfahan’s Armenian quarter (Julfa). The consequences of this study
demonstrate that Isfahan’s development plans, which are a duplicate of west’s modernism plans,
has been affected on the spatial structure of Julfa through physical changes. Islamic regime’s urban
planners’ neglect in supporting of Armenian’s social centers in Julfa and also, lack of a unique
management system in preservation and supervision on the building constructions has been among
the main factors in the weakly Armenians social position. Today, rising the land values in Julfa
has created a process which is changing its landscape from a historical-cultural quarter to a
business-commercial hub. To discontinue this process, Julfa require a local planning for
preservation and retrieval its historical Identity. In conservation plan of Julfa, supporting the
Armenian’s social centers should consider as the main approach and it should be independent of
urban master plans and religious fanaticism. Failure to providing such preservation plan could
accelerate the process of declining values and lead to complete destruction of the cultural heritage
of Julfa.
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