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From Silence to Golden: The Slow Integration of Instruments into Christian Worship 
 

The Christian church’s stance on the use of instruments in sacred music shifted through influences 

of church leaders, composers, and secular culture. Synthesizing the writings of early church leaders 

and church historians reveals a clear progression. The early musical practices of the church were 

connected to the Jewish synagogues. As recorded in the Old Testament, Jewish worship included 

instruments as assigned by one’s priestly tribe. Eventually, early church leaders rejected that 

inclusion and developed a rather robust argument against instruments in liturgical worship. The 

totalitarian stance on musical instruments in sacred worship began to loosen as the organ increased 

in use and popularity. Organs began to find a more regular place in churches by the twelfth century. 

While organ music set a precedent which will later allow for the entry of other instruments into 

the sanctuary, it took quite a while to do so. As the Protestant Reformation changed the face of the 

church, Martin Luther served a crucial role, not just as a theological leader, but also as the center 

of a new musical movement in the church. This Reformation began a series of reactions that 

eventually leads to the church’s general acceptance of instruments in sacred worship. 
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