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G U E ST EDITO RIAL

How About Your Will?

By John Stockton*

' T ' h e  u t m o s t  c a r e  should be taken 
when you write your will. Either 

you should have a law yer draw the 
will or you should have it examined 
by a lawyer after it is drawn. Often 
people make the mistake of depend
ing upon their own knowledge in such 
matters and fail to com ply with some 
law in the state in which they live, 
as the following actual case accounts 
illustrate.

P r o c r a s t i n a t i o n  

She was a good woman and very 
much interested in her community. 
She had accumulated a good deal of 
property with the aid of her husband, 
who had died a num ber of years be
fore. There is no doubt but what she 
had good intentions but she neglected 
to make her will. She had no heirs 
who could claim her property. There 
was a good college nearby where 
students attended who needed finan
cial assistance. There w ere churches 
nearby that she could have helped, 
but she neglected making her will. 
After her death, since there were no 
heirs, her property, which was scat
tered over several counties, went to 
the state.

A  C o s t l y  M i s t a k e  

Her brother was a law yer and she 
conferred with him regarding her 
will. He examined the will and ad
vised her that it was well drawn and

♦General Treasurer.

would stand in any court. She had 
written it in longhand, which was 
permissible in the state where she 
lived. Later she thought of some 
changes she wished to make and she 
asked a friend, who had a great deal 
o f experience but did not know the 
laws of the state, to rewrite her will. 
He had the will typed and had a 
notary acknowledge her signature, 
but failed to get witnesses to sign at 
her request in her presence and in 
the presence of each other. A fter her 
death, the will was examined and the 
court declared it void because it did 
not com ply with the laws of the state. 
A  search was made for the original 
will that was written in longhand, 
but it could not be found. It was 
necessary for the state to divide her 
property without abiding by her 
wishes. It is important that we check 
with a lawyer who knows the laws of 
the state in which the will is written.

S ig n a t u r e  o f  W it n e s s e s

She was a loyal Nazarene and 
wished to leave a portion of her estate 
to the church. Her will was well 
drawn and she had made provision 
for the church to have 10 per cent. 
The will was signed by two witnesses. 
Her children were ungodly and cared 
nothing for the church. A fter her 
death, they contested the will and 
attempted to find some way of break
ing it. The witnesses were called in 
and the judge asked them if they had
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signed the will at the request of 
the testator in her presence and in the 
presence of each other. One of the 
witnesses stated that she signed it in 
her presence, and the other one 
stated that she was well acquainted 
with the woman’s signature and that 
the will had been sent across the 
street for her to sign as witness. 
Immediately the court declared the 
will void, saying that it was necessary 
for witnesses to sign in the presence 
of the one making the will at their 
request and in the presence of each 
other. The state divided the property 
accordingly among the children and 
the church received nothing.

M i s in f o r m e d

She had been well blessed so far 
as this w orld ’s goods were concerned 
and had been very active in the 
Church of the Nazarene. She wanted 
all she had accumulated to go to mis
sions, but the state in which she lived 
permitted only one-third of an estate 
to go to the church. W e were ad
vised, after her death, that she would 
have had her wishes if she had ob
tained one waiver when the will was 
drawn. Under the circumstances, 
only one-third of what she left went 
to the cause of missions. It is im
portant that we confer with a lawyer 
to see that the will is drawn properly 
and that our instructions will be car
ried out.

T oo B u s y

Fred Vinson, Chief Justice of the 
United States, made two wills— one 
in 1928, one in 1930— while he was 
representing K entucky in the House 
of Representatives in Washington. 
But after that the pressure mounted 
steadily while he served, in the span 
of a relatively few  years, as Director 
of the Office of Economic Stabiliza
tion, Federal Loan Administrator, 
director of the Office of W ar Dem obi

lization and Reconversion, Secretary 
of the Treasury, and finally Chief 
Justice of the United States.

A t his death— from  a heart attack, 
without warning— there was no will 
except those made so many years 
before, and they were submitted for 
probate. The first, which left his 
property to his w ife and his sister, 
was in his own handwriting. A l
though it was not witnessed, it would 
have been good under the law of his 
native state of Kentucky. But it was 
not good in the District of Columbia, 
which was his legal residence at the 
time of death. The District of Colum 
bia requires that all wills be witnessed. 
The second was not good either. It 
was typewritten and properly wit
nessed— but the signatures of the 
witnesses had been torn off. Under 
the law, therefore, the Chief Justice’s 
estate was divided according to the 
law of the District of Colum bia and 
not according to his instructions in 
his will.

For nearly a third of a century, 
Senator Robert A. Taft knew similar 
unrelenting pressure. As a legislator 
— first in Ohio, then in the U.S. 
Senate, where he served for the last 
fourteen years of his life— he faced 
constantly increasing responsibilities, 
which reached their peak when he 
became the valued leader of the 
Senate’s m ajority party under the 
new Republican administration. That 
he had little time for personal affairs 
is more than easy to understand; but 
unlike Chief Justice Vinson, he was 
forewarned that he was seriously ill, 
and thus able to leave a w ill which 
was up-to-date in every way.

If we could be sure that we would 
be forewarned, it might be all right 
to wait about making our wills until 
a later date; but because life is un
certain, it behooves all of us to make 
our wills while we have time to plan 
them thoroughly. A  good many peo-
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pie have neglected making their wills 
because of the pressure of duties in 
serving others, but this is a mistake. 
We should at least make proper pro
vision for our family and our church.

Getting Christians to make a will 
is not a new problem. As early as 
1549 the Prayer Book of the Church 
of England contained these words in 
its instructions to pastors ministering 
to the sick: “ Then shall the minister 
examine whether he be in charity 
with all the world. Exhorting him to

forgive from  the bottom of his heart 
all persons that have offended him, 
and if he hath done injury or wrong 
to any man, that he make amends to 
his uttermost power, and if he have 
not afore disposed of his goods, let 
him make his w ill.”

It is too bad that some people must 
think of such matters when death is 
approaching. Everyone should write 
a will, who has property, without 
delay.

EDITOR

Frenzied Preaching

z^V n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  damaging and 
paralyzing of all emotions is 

frenzy, that madcap which dethrones 
reason and harasses one to action for 
action’s sake. Devastating in the life 
of one in the com m on walk of life, 
it is ten times more so in the life of 
the preacher. And, yet, strange as it 
may seem, frenzy is not an infrequent 
visitor in the parsonage and to the 
pulpit. In fact, it is far m ore of a 
regular boarder than we would like 
to admit.

I have been awakened in recent 
months as to how  much of our preach
ing is inshot with frenzy. By that I 
do not mean that I think one should 
not have a concern and a burden and 
a passion which reflects in his preach
ing. Certainly we must have this, 
but frenzy is something different. It 
is that frantic beating the air, an 
anxiousness over matters which were 
essentially unrelated to the principal

task of the preacher of the gospel. I 
have been alarmed over the number 
of ministers who seem on too many 
occasions to be in a frenzy, motivated 
by one reason or another.

But this is not the pattern which 
we are to follow. This type of min
istry does not produce the best re
sults; it is paralyzing to the minister 
and it is barren in its fruits. It breeds 
ulcers and robs the man of God of the 
thrill which should be rightfully his 
as a colaborer with Christ in the 
greatest business in the world.

Perhaps it would help if we would 
point out a few  of the more common 
motives which drive preachers into a 
frenzy.

1. Defending the Faith.
From  the beginning of the Chris

tian Church to the present day there 
have been defenders of the faith. 
Time was when such were needed 
and the call was for courageous souls
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who would dare face the sword and 
who would dare stake their lives for 
Christ and His cause. Perhaps today 
on rare occasions there is a demand 
for such a spirit, but in the main the 
defenders o f the faith today are with
out a serious cause. They are rather 
men in a frenzy over imagined ene
mies of the gospel of Christ. Few  of 
us today are called upon to defend 
our faith with our lives. Recently I 
heard E. Stanley Jones tell of his first 
trip to India and how fearful he was 
for the faith which he held. He told, 
however, that after months and years 
of pitting his Christian beliefs against 
the best religious thinking of India 
and the East, he lost his frenzy and 
discovered that he did not have to 
keep his faith; his faith kept him. 
He reminded us that Christ does not 
need defending; He needs illustrating. 
And so with us as preachers; could 
we but calm ourselves in our frenzy 
to defend the faith, we might find 
sufficient poise and power to proclaim 
that faith in a more effective manner.

2. Heralds of Calamity

Closely akin to the defenders of the 
faith are those who are running to 
and fro, certain that any moment the 
Church of Jesus Christ is going to be 
engulfed by one antichrist group or 
another. Their preaching and their 
whole ministry are pessimistic and 
depressive. Theirs is not a message 
of faith but of despair. Theirs is the 
wail of a score of Elijahs, decrying 
that there are none righteous left but 
them, and the church is doomed to 
engulfment by the world, the Com 
munists, the Jews, the government, 
or some other sinister force. Of 
course the preacher must be awake 
to problems and trends and world 
movements. Of course he must be 
alert lest the evils of the day make 
inroads into the church. But when 
the herald of calamity is spreading his

pessimism and doom he is not winning 
souls, he is not attracting the unsaved 
to the way o f God, he is not even 
effectively solving the problems about 
which he is speaking. The greatest 
possible aid to the circumstances of 
the day is a positive faith in God and 
a positive message of hope in Him. 
The Church is still His Church, and 
in our day as in every day “ the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

3. Builders of Reputation
One of the most com m on motives 

to frenzy is the desire to build or 
protect a reputation as a preacher. 
A fter all, which one of us has not 
been pressured by the desire to be 
known as a great preacher at one 
time or another? W hich of us has 
not heard the suggestion to put him 
self in the most favorable light 
possible in a given preaching assign
ment? But on the other hand, how 
many of us have seen services high 
in potential for the saving of souls or 
the sanctification of believers spoiled 
because the preacher of the occasion 
got in a frenzy? Indeed it is difficult 
for God to work out His will for a 
service and get through to the mind 
and heart of a minister who is set on 
putting his best foot forward, fearful 
lest his appearance will not be long 
remembered. It is most difficult for 
the preacher to maintain a proper 
poise and a spirit that the H oly Spirit 
can use to m ove men to God when 
he is in a frenzy inwardly lest his 
reputation as a fiery prophet of God 
will not be sustained. Might each of 
us always be content to preach only 
as the will of God dictates, and might 
each of us be content with having a 
reputation of being such a Spirit-led 
man.

4. Protectors of the Pocketbook
Let us face it squarely, guarding

our reputations as preachers is not
4 (52) The Preacher's Magazine



alone that we might be lauded and 
applauded. Our econom ic security 
depends on it, or so we rationalize. 
And where is the preacher who has 
not felt the temptation to whip him
self into a frenzy because he felt it 
would save his job, or get him a better 
one, or bring him a better offering, or 
get him a raise in his salary? I say 
temptation; I hope it is only this. 
Perhaps even some have succumbed 
to the temptation and have allowed 
themselves to be swallowed up in the 
frenzy. Perhaps it was the evangelist 
in a frenzy because the meeting was 
not going better or because there were 
not more seekers at the altar. A fter 
all, calls for other meetings would 
depend on the success of this one. 
Or perhaps it was the pastor who was 
in the frenzy because a wealthy mem
ber of his church w ho dictated the 
increases in the pastor’s salary and 
selected the pastor’s Christmas gift 
had told him to go easy on preaching 
evangelistically on Sunday evening; 
or perhaps it was the opposite, and 
he had told him that he must produce 
souls at the altar. God help us to be 
so dedicated that w e can serve God 
and do our Spirit-led best to mind 
God without an unholy fear of starv
ing to death.

5. Bondage to the Crowd
We are rightfully critical of the 

preacher who is under bondage to 
the worldly crowd. W e say that such 
a one should not be a wearer of 
the cloth, not until he is more 
anxious to please God than he is 
to please men. But there is another 
type of bondage which is about as 
severe, and that is the kind in which 
the preacher bows to the will o f the 
congregation, fearful lest he will dis

appoint them in not preaching just 
what they want him to preach. “ They 
may brand me as a compromiser, or 
as a liberal, or as a radical, or as a 
legalist, or as a fanatic,” the preacher 
reasons. And there is no more cer
tain method than this to throw a man 
into a frenzy; for his message is not 
his but the crow d ’s, not G od ’s but his 
listening public’s. And so he feels out 
his congregation, learns their shib
boleths, and whips up his frenzy.

And what more could be said of 
the frenzy lest that problem  split the 
church, or that wayward mem ber run 
the revival, or the layoff at the shops 
wreck the finances of the church? 
Yes, there are plenty of circumstances 
which we can latch onto if we are 
short of frenzy food. There are 
always conditions which we can use 
as excuses for a frenzy if we want 
one.

But God doesn’t want frenzied 
preachers. W e must, at all costs, 
learn the secret of poise, o f calm and 
faith. W e must have the holy inde
pendence of the prophets, yet find the 
tender patience of the shepherd. W e 
must have the zeal of rugged men, but 
it must be filled out with purpose and 
objectives. God must forever be the 
Determiner of our message, the Holy 
Spirit must be the motivation of our 
message. Christ must always be the 
theme of our message. And we can
not be effective and useful preachers 
if we are frenzied.

I am asking God to help me have 
a greater faith in Him, in His preached 
Word, in the work of the H oly Spirit, 
and in the loyalty of His people, that 
I need not have to maintain a spirit of 
frenzy in my ministry. I think He is 
beginning to answer that prayer.

The permanence of all joy  depends upon the source from  which it comes. 
If it be in God, then earth has no power to take from  us the gladness.

— J . R. M il l e r
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The Preaching of George Whitefield

By James McGraw*

TH E RIGHTEOUSNESS of JeSUS 
Christ! I must be excused if I 

mention it in almost all my sermons!”
Thus did George W hitefield char

acterize the emphasis of his preaching, 
and thus he perhaps unconsciously 
explained the success of his ministry. 
If there is any one thing that can 
account for the tremendous impact 
of the preaching of Evangelist W hite
field upon the people of his genera
tion, it is that his preaching was 
Christ-centered. He exalted Jesus 
Christ with unlimited zeal, with un
bounded love, and with unequaled 
skill.

Born in Gloucester, England, in 
1714, his early life was irreligious. 
His own pamphlet, published in 1740, 
provides the only account of his early 
life, and indicates that his own feel
ings concerning his youth are those of 
regret that he did not find conversion 
earlier than he did.

W hitefield at first resisted the call 
of God to preach, but was ordained 
at twenty-two— still not enthusiastic 
but at least willing to give his life to 
the w ork of the ministry of the gospel. 
The ordination service itself seemed 
to provide a spark that had been lack
ing before; he said later that the 
bishop’s hand on his head “ m elted” 
his heart down. W ith a melted heart 
he preached with eloquence that few  
preachers of history have equaled 
and none had surpassed. A . S. 
Billingsley in his biography of W hite
field writes that his eloquence “ burst 
upon the world like a volcanic erup

*Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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tion, like torrents of red-hot lava it 
carried everything before it.”

W hitefield arrived in Philadelphia 
in 1739, and none other than Ben
jamin Franklin described in his own 
autobiography some o f the eventful 
days that follow ed his first sermons 
there. “ He was at first permitted to 
preach in some of our churches,” 
Franklin writes, “ but the clergy, tak
ing a dislike to him, soon refused him 
their pulpits, and he was obliged to 
preach in the fields.”

The Philadelphia printer, who was 
later to becom e Am erica ’s first great 
statesman, soon becam e a fast friend 
of W hitefield; and although there is 
no record that he was one of W hite- 
field ’s converts, he held the great 
evangelist in high esteem and was 
definitely influenced by his ministry.

Franklin, noted for his frugality, 
gives a most interesting side light in 
his autobiography concerning the ef
fect W hitefield ’s oratory had upon 
him, as indeed it had upon everyone. 
Attending a meeting at which W hite
field was to preach, and after which 
W hitefield was to receive an offering 
of cash for some worthy project, 
Franklin recalls: “ I silently resolved 
that I would give the coppers I had 
in m y pocket. Another stroke of 
oratory made me ashamed of that,” 
Franklin continues, “ and determined 
me to give the silver; and he finished 
so admirably that I emptied m y pocket 
w holly into the collection dish, gold 
and all!”

In appearance, George W hitefield 
was large and portly, and not particu
larly handsome. He w ore a large
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wig, and preached in the gowns such 
as were worn by the clergy o f the 
Church of England.

In content, W hitefield’s sermons 
were Biblical; some were expository, 
few were topical, many were textual. 
His introductions were long; many 
would say they were too long. His 
sentences were often long and in
volved, but they were frequently 
punctuated and usually characterized 
with short, pungent phrases which 
made them clear to his listeners. The 
most striking thing observed in the 
reading of his published sermons is 
the skill with which he makes his 
transitions. Such expressions as, 
“First, then” ; “ But further” ; “ Fur
ther” ; “But then” ; “ Once m ore,” and 
the like keep the reader aware o f the 
logical divisions i n his outline of 
thought without making the reader 
weary of the m onotony of his style.

It must be said, however, that the 
reading of the published sermons of 
George W hitefield is likely to provide 
disappointment for one who expects 
to be “ impressed” because of W hite
field’s reputation as an orator. His 
oratorical skill is due almost entirely 
to his ability in extemporaneous 
speaking, and it does not appear in 
his written manuscripts.

What, then, was unusual about the 
delivery of George W hitefield? For 
one thing, he possessed a voice such 
as few  men have ever been able to 
use in their preaching. Biographer 
Joseph Belcher (A  Biography of 
G eorge W hitefield) said his voice 
could be heard clearly at a distance 
of a mile in ideal weather conditions. 
Clara M cLeister writes in her book 
Men and W om en of D eep  P iety : “ His 
voice . . . was smooth, variable, and 
could express the gentlest emotions. 
It was capable of swelling into thunder 
peals, and then every ear tingled and 
every heart trem bled.” Benjamin 
Franklin, in his book mentioned, tells

how he doubted the reports he had 
heard about how  twenty-five thou
sand people heard George W hitefield 
preach without an amplifier for his 
tremendous voice. Franklin then 
gathered the facts as to how far W hite
field ’s voice could be heard, calcu
lated the num ber of people who could 
be placed within an area thus cov
ered, and came to the conclusion that 
the reports were true! Thirty thou
sand people could have heard W hite
field, according to Franklin’s figures.

Another significant observation 
about W hitefield’s delivery is the 
unusual intensity of feeling that he 
had as he preached. It was seldom 
that he preached a sermon without 
tears born of genuine soul passion 
appearing in his eyes. This was usual, 
not the unusual. Cornelius Winter, 
who accompanied him on many of his 
preaching journeys, said he hardly 
ever knew W hitefield to preach a 
sermon through to its finish without 
some tears. The intensity o f his emo
tions was evident, not only in his 
feelings of pathos and passion, but 
also in the expression of other deep 
feelings as he spoke. The expression 
of his face as he spoke would thrill 
an audience with its radiant joy, its 
solemn concern, its fear of judgment, 
its expectancy of future bliss.

W hitefield’s gestures were excel
lent as a help in expressing with his 
hand, his finger, or a movem ent of his 
arm the “ language” that made his 
words more vivid as he spoke them. 
His pow er of description was often so 
forceful that his audience were com 
pletely “ carried away”  during a m o
ment of great feeling. James Lawson 
(D eeper E xperiences of Famous 
Christians) writes that Lord Chester
field was in the audience when W hite
field related an illustration about a 
poor, blind beggar stumbling danger
ously along on a dark night near a 
steep cliff. Deserted by his dog near
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the edge of the precipice, he had 
nothing to aid him in his groping 
along in the path but his staff. 
“ W hitefield so warmed with his sub
ject and enforced it with such graphic 
pow er,” writes Lawson, “ that the 
whole audience was kept in breathless 
silence as if it saw the movements of 
the poor old man; and at length, when 
the beggar was about to take the 
fatal step which would have hurled 
him down the cliff to certain destruc
tion, Lord Chesterfield actually made 
a rush forward to save him, exclaim 
ing, ‘He is gone! He is gone!’ ”

A fter a study of George W hite
field ’s life and ministry, James 
Tapley, a seminary student, aptly 
observed, “ Few  men, perhaps, ever 
gave their hearers so much wheat and 
so little chaff.” The secret o f W hite- 
field ’s “ wheat-filled” sermons was his 
attitude toward his calling, his task, 
and his Lord. He loved souls for 
Christ’s sake, and he loved men for 
their souls’ sake. Some of his critics 
have said that his extemporaneous 
style of delivery reflected a careless
ness in his study habits, but nothing 
could be further from  the truth. He 
tried other styles; he studied longer 
hours and more extensively for this 
style than he would have been re
quired to do for reading a manuscript 
or even memorizing a sermon. He 
preached like he preached because 
he believed he could achieve better 
results, and the facts verify his opin
ion as being a sound one.

W hitefield announced himself as in 
agreement with Luther’s statement, 
“ Study, meditation, and temptation 
are necessary for a minister of Christ.” 
He also quoted many times the words 
o f Bishop Sanderson: “ Study with
out prayer is atheism, prayer without 
study is presumption.” Whitefield, in 
the latter years of his ministry, read 
the complete six-volum e w ork of Mat
thew H enry’s expositions of the

Scriptures— in a kneeling posture!
This man who “ preached like a lion 

and looked like an angel” often said 
he would rather wear out than rust 
out. He got his wish. For thirty- 
four years he gave the best of 
his energy, his passion, his brain, his 
heart, and his strength, in spite of his 
frequent suffering from  asthma. The 
crow d w ho heard him preach his last 
sermon in N ew bury Port follow ed 
him home, where he stood on the 
stairs of the house, with a lighted 
candle, preaching on as though he had 
not already exhausted his strength. 
The candle died down and he retired. 
It was his last sermon, and when he 
awoke, it was to behold the glory of 
the Christ he loved and served.

W hen John W esley preached 
G eorge W hitefield ’s funeral, the min
istry of history’s greatest evangelist 
was ended.

* * * * *

I n d is p e n s a b l e

Sometime when you ’re feeling im
portant, sometime when your ego’s in 
bloom, sometime when you take it for 
granted you ’re the best qualified in 
the room, sometime when you feel 
that your going w ould leave an unfill- 
able hole, just follow  this simple in
struction and see how  it humbles your 
soul.

Take a bucket and fill it with water, 
put your hand in it, up to the wrist. 
Pull it out— and the hole that’s re
maining is a measure of how  you ’ll 
be missed. Y ou  may splash all you 
please when you  enter, you  can stir 
up the water galore, but stop, and 
you ’ll find in a moment that it looks 
quite the same as before.

The m oral in this quaint example is 
do just the best that you  can. Be 
proud of yourself, but remember, 
there’s no indispensable man.

— The Am erican W ay
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SER M O N O F TH E M ONTH

The Investment of Life

By F. Lincicome*

T e x t :  For what is you r life? (Jas. 
4:14.)

Your life is an investment. Since 
we only have one life to live, and it 
is so very brief, our great concern 
should be, “ How shall I invest it? ” 
There is one of three ways you may 
invest it.

T h e  M is e r

First, you can invest it as the miser 
who hoards. The miser lives on the 
mean basis of appropriation— always 
getting and never giving. The miser 
spends the first part of his life raking 
it in and the last half trying to hold 
on to it. He believes in getting all 
he can and canning all he gets. Som e
one has roughly divided humanity 
and put them into two groups, namely, 
givers and getters. The givers have 
found the way to get the most out of 
life is to give. They will give a friend 
more than they can expect to get back. 
They make friends, not for what they 
get out of them, but for what they 
are. The getters meet each new day 
with the thought in mind, What am 
I going to get out of it? They make 
friends for what they get out of them. 
They will join an organization, even 
a church, if they can see a chance to 
get something out of it.

The getters, however, are soon for
gotten by what they get, while the

* Evangelist, Gary, Indiana.

February, 1957

givers are long remembered by what 
they give! The difference between 
givers and getters is the difference 
between a cistern and a spring. A  
cistern takes in everything and holds 
it, while a spring gives out everything 
and blesses. Our lives are not to be 
cisterns, they are to be channels; not 
to be reservoirs, but rivers.

Of what value to the world is the 
life of a miser? He is a fruitless tree 
that cumbereth the ground. The 
world w on ’t be any darker when his 
light goes out or any colder when his 
cold, selfish heart ceases to beat. No 
one has ever been warmed or cheered 
by his friendship. D on ’t live like 
that; put your life in italics and do 
more when you die than to leave a 
tombstone at your head and an obitu
ary in the daily newspaper to remind 
the world you have been here.

T h e  P r o d ig a l

Second, you can invest it as the 
prodigal, who wastes. “ He wasted 
his substance.” Some words imply 
more than they express, and “ sub
stance” is one of them. Time is im
plied in substance. When you waste 
time you waste the most valuable 
article this side of Jordan’s icy stream. 
You waste the stuff we make life out 
of. One very serious thing about time 
is that it can’t be recovered when 
once lost. Y ou  may lose your wealth 
and by hard w ork get it back, lose
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your health and by proper means re
store it, lose your knowledge and by 
intense application get it back, but 
not so with the loss of time. A  billion- 
dollar corporation need not advertise, 
“ Lost yesterday, sometime between 
sunrise and sunset, two golden hours, 
each studded with sixty diamond 
minutes.” The past is not yours to 
improve nor modify. The past is a 
finished product. The present is the 
raw material out of which you can 
make a better product.

T h e  S t e w a r d

Then, if I am not to invest my life 
as a miser, who hoards, or the prodi
gal, who wastes, how am I to invest 
it? Invest it in honest-to-goodness 
service for the betterment of man
kind; for whether we be endowed 
with one talent or ten, the real busi
ness of our lives is service.

It is said, “ David . . . served his 
generation.” If you serve your gen
eration, you can’t do it by following 
it nor by secluding yourself. There 
is only one way to make the force 
you have in you felt, and that is by 
contact. W e are to live a separated 
life but not a separate life. Christ 
prayed, “ D on ’t take them out of the 
world; just keep them from the evil 
in the world.” Let them ride on the 
same train, teach in the same schools, 
w ork in the same factory— in other 
words, don’t isolate them, only in
sulate them.

The business of life is service. That 
may be why we put the emphasis on 
“ deeds” rather than on “ creeds.” By 
your fruits they are to know you.

Religion makes its most potent ap
peal when dramatized. The Good 
Samaritan was dramatizing religion 
when he wrapped up the wounds of 
the sick man and then took him to 
the inn.

Christianity is more than a message 
to be heard. It is a deed to be done.
10 (58)

It is more than a matter of believing 
and escaping. It is not only some
thing to be received; it is to be re
flected. It does not say, “ Let your 
lips so speak,” but “ Let your light so 
shine that those about who see your 
good works may glorify G od.” It is 
what the world sees that settles their 
attitude toward Christ and the 
Church. “ Man looketh on the out
ward appearance.” His vision stops 
with the surface of m y life. The 
world can’t see our love, but it can 
see our loving; can’t see our motives, 
but can see our methods; can’t see our 
character, but can see our conduct; 
can’t see our proclivities, but can see 
our performances.

If you desire to serve, you w on ’t 
need to search long to find someone 
less fortunate than yourself. There 
is the man of genius who is poor— you 
can pay for his dinner; him that is 
weak in body— you can carry his lug
gage or shine his shoes; the man 
bereft of loved ones— you may pray 
for him; the man of lonely heart—  
you can lead him to Christ.

Alw ays an opportunity to do little 
things, and that is all most of us are 
capable of doing. Not many ten- 
talented men— most of us have but 
one.

Christ said if we give a cup of cold 
water in His name it will not go un
noticed nor unrewarded. There is 
never a day passes that we don’t 
have an opportunity to minister sev
eral cups: the cup of cheery greet
ings, cup of gentle tones, cup of 
appreciation, cup of sympathy, and 
the cup of helpfulness.

Since service is the business of life, 
what shall be the spheres of my serv
ice? I call attention to three of them: 
the home, the church, and the com 
munity.

First is the home. The home, when 
it is what it ought to be, is the most 
competent picture on earth to be
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found, but it takes more than brick 
and mortar, lumber and nails to make 
a home. Brick and lum ber may make 
a house but not a home. A  house is 
no more a home than a hut is a hall.

Our homes are so many streams 
pouring themselves into the current 
of social, political, domestic, and na
tional life.

As the home goes, so goes the 
church; as the church goes, so goes 
the nation; and as the nation goes, so 
goes civilization. There is much talk 
at present if civilization is going up 
or down, and one man’s guess is as 
good as another. But whether it does 
go up or down is not in the hands of 
the legislature, educators, or politi
cians. It is in the hands of the fathers 
and mothers who stand at the head of 
our homes.

Fathers and mothers make up the 
cornerstone of our nation, and as I 
see it the cornerstone is fast crum
bling. The home rules the nation. No 
nation is weaker or stronger than 
the family life.

We can no more build a great civ
ilization without the right kind of 
homes than we can build skyscrapers 
on shifting sand. To solve the home 
problem would be to solve the crime 
problem.

The second  sphere for your service 
is the Church. To be sure, the 
Church has failed time and again. It 
has gone off on side issues, it has 
emphasized wrong angles of truth, it 
has been guilty of wrong conduct. 
But with all its limitations, it has 
accomplished more than any other 
organization in the world. Every 
other institution that has any lifting 
force about it has received its in
spiration from  the Church.

The value of the Church does not 
only consist in what it has accom 
plished but in what it has prevented. 
The Church is the nations’ greatest 
police force. Take the church out of

your city and your daughter would 
not be safe in broad daylight. Take 
the churches out and real estate 
would drop 50 per cent on the dollar.

W e are all partakers of the benefit 
of the blessings it bestows, so that 
puts us all under obligation to sup
port it. I can't greatly respect the 
person who partakes daily of its bene
fits and gives nothing to keep it alive. 
The man who does not stand by the 
Church is a traitor to the nation. The 
man who does not stand by the 
Church is voting for three things: 
moral delinquency, heavier tax loads, 
and increase in crime.

The third sphere for your service 
is the com munity in which you live. 
Here we see the heritage of the home 
and the investment of the Church 
coming together in a life to give it 
outreach and influence. Here is our 
world, our sphere of life. Here is our 
field of lost and hungry and sick and 
sorrowing humanity.

Let us be among those who invest 
their lives for God and for the K ing
dom.

* * * * *

Lord, Lead Me Gently
B y  L is a  H o lso  

Lord, lead me gently by the hand, for oft 
my steps are weak.

Walk beside vie as I go, and some kind 
sentence speak.

Help me face the future, Lord, free from 
doubts and fears,

Till I reach that abiding place at the ending 
of the years.

Sometimes the way is very dark, through 
tunnels I must grope;

But far ahead I see the light, the little flame 
of hope.

Lord, lead me gently by the hand and guide 
my steps aright,

For oft the way is rough and steep, and 
stormy black the night.

And though my sold is steeped in fear, I 
hear Thy voice afar,

And the storm clouds rift to show a single 
guiding star.
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The Foundations of Christian Ethics

I. The Importance of Christian Ethics

By W .  T. Purkiser*

/~ \ ne of the strangely neglected 
areas of Christian thought lies 

in the realm of ethics. There is a 
great deal of literature about doctrine, 
and much about devotion, but far less 
about duty. Yet in a real sense, both 
doctrine and devotion must lead to 
right concepts of duty, or they be
come either barren or baneful. Little 
that may be held in theory or felt in 
worship is as important as that which 
is exemplified in life. A ll religious 
truth is in a way instrumental; that 
is, it is finally for the purpose of 
guidance in living, and a right adjust
ment to the spiritual kingdom within 
which Christian living takes place.

There is, of course, a close but not 
necessarily one-to-one relationship be
tween what we call religious experi
ence and the practical ethics of the 
Christian life. There can be no Chris
tian life without Christian experience. 
“ Except a man be born again, he can
not see the kingdom of G od” (John 
3 :3 ). “ Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Rom. 8 :9 ).

On the other hand, the ultimate 
purpose of the Christian experience 
is to produce a truly Christian life. 
The experience of God provides the 
dynamics for living. The guidelines 
within which those dynamics are di
rected are drawn in that branch of

'‘ President, Pasadena College.
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Christian thought properly described 
as ethics.

That is, in the total Christian life 
there are two centers, or foci. One is 
the subjective area of religious ex 
perience. The other is the objective 
area of conduct. One has reference 
to what we are. The other has refer
ence to what we do. One is the realm 
of motive. The other is the realm of 
act or deed. Both are essential, and 
neither can properly function without 
the other.

Unfortunately, there have been 
those who have sharply separated 
these two correlated centers. There 
have been those who have laid major 
stress upon the subjective, heart, or 
experience side of religion. The re
sult is sentimentalism— “ Love the 
Lord and do as you please.” Then 
there have been those who have laid 
m ajor stress on the objective, outer, 
or conduct side of religion. This has 
led to legalism, and in its more ex
treme forms to Phariseeism.

To debate which of the two foci is 
the more important is just about on a 
par with the question as to which is 
the most important leg of a walking 
man, or the most important wing of a 
flying bird. Both are essential. “ By 
their fruits ye shall know them,” said 
the Master (Matt. 7 :20 ). The final 
determination of the quality and kind 
of the root is the fruit it bears. On 
the other hand, the root has for its
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reason for being the fruit it may pro
duce. “ W ork out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling,” (Phil. 2:12) 
is only one side of the question. The 
rest of it follows immediately, “ For it 
is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure” 
(v. 13).

John Wesley has long been quoted 
as having said, “ Much grace doth not 
imply much light, nor doth much light 
imply much grace.” Here we have 
another recognition of the fact that 
right living is a function of two 
variables. It depends upon a proper 
motive, a right desire or inclination, 
the dynamics of life, all that is im
plied in W esley’s term “ grace.” It 
also depends equally upon true ethical 
standards or content, correct knowl
edge, material rightness, and all that 
is implied in W esley’s term “ light.”

With this preliminary comment, let 
us turn to the sphere of ethics par
ticularly, that is, the area of know l
edge, light, correct standards, guides 
for conduct. To be a Christian by 
experience means commitment to do 
that which is right. To be a Chris
tian by ethics means an undying 
search for knowledge and light as to 
what is right. What we believe, the 
way we think, and feel, and intend is 
less important to those around us than 
what we do, the way w e act, the man
ner in which we conduct our lives.

Ethics is generally conceived of as 
a study of the norms of conduct, the 
principles of right and wrong. It is 
concerned with tracing the meaning 
of the “ ought” we experience in life. 
In technical terms, ethics is a norma
tive discipline, in contrast, for in
stance, with psychology, a descriptive 
science which is also concerned with 
human behavior.

These two have a way of getting 
mixed up in popular thought. To 
paraphrase Dr. Arthur L. Bietz’s com 

ment in the Carver Lectures at Pasa
dena College in the fall of 1955, “ You 
can never derive an ‘ought’ from  an 
‘is.’ ” That is to sa5?, you can never 
deduce what people ought to do sim
ply by studying what they actually do.

Now, logic is the normative dis
cipline concerned with how people 
ought to think, that is, how they do 
think when they think correctly. 
Ethics is the normative discipline con
cerned with how people ought to 
conduct their lives, that is, how they 
do conduct their lives when they live 
properly. Psychology, on the other 
hand, is also concerned with thinking 
and behavior, not qua psychology 
with how  thinking and behavior ought 
to be, but descriptively with how they 
actually are carried on. This is not 
to say that psychologists do not moral
ize. But when they do, they are not 
speaking as psychologists but as 
ethicists.

To keep this distinction clearly in 
mind will save us from  a multitude of 
confusions. It will save us, for in
stance, from  excusing our misdeeds 
on the basis that “ others do.” W e 
shall be less concerned when in Rome 
about doing as the Romans do, and 
more concerned with doing as the 
Romans ought to do. W e will not be 
swept off our feet by such psycho
logically appealing advertising as that 
which insists that “ five million people 
can’t be wrong.” N or will we be so 
prone to “ herdism,” to deciding mat
ters of right and wrong by a count of 
noses.

Tragically, multitudes do not seem 
to be able to make this very vital 
discrimination. Therein lies the peril 
of such studies as the Kinsey reports 
on the sexual behavior of American 
males and females. It is significant 
that Dr. Kinsey is by training an 
entomologist, a student of bugs, in
cluding presumably the kind of bugs
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you see when you turn over a rock 
that has been undisturbed for a long 
time.

I profoundly suspect that some of 
Dr. K insey’s interpreters have for
gotten one of the first laws of scien
tific research in the gathering of data 
— namely, that greatest care shall be 
taken to insure that the sample on the 
basis of which generalizations are 
made is truly representative of the 
whole. I wonder what kind of per
sons are most likely to volunteer to 
reveal the intimacies of their lives, 
even to a so-called scientific re
searcher. On the face of it, one would 
suspect a certain amount of exhibi
tionism, and hence sex-deviation, 
among the subjects studied.

But the more dangerous aspect of 
this study lies in the implications 
drawn by the unsuspecting from the 
statistics given. Supposing these 
shockingly high percentages of sexual

immorality to be typical (which, 
again, I seriously d ou b t), by no pos
sible logical process of inference can 
it be imagined that because such num
bers are immoral therefore immor
ality is either desirable or right. 
Plato was correct when he said that, 
though all men should be sick, health 
is still preferable to disease.

Because it is concerned with the 
“ ought” which should govern human 
life, ethics is a subject of vital im
portance. No less is this true of 
Christian ethics. One may fail dis
mally in the Christian life either by 
reason of inadequate motives, a 
faulty experience of grace, or by 
reason of wrong standards of right 
and wrong. W e shall turn in another 
article to the nature and source of 
that truth about Christian living 
which is so very important to us all 
both in theory and in practice.

M e n  W a n t e d

The great want of this age is men. Men who are not for sale.
Men who are honest, sound, true to the heart’s core.
Men who will condemn wrong in friend or foe, in themselves as well 

as others.
Men whose consciences are steady as the needle to the pole.
Men who will stand for the right if the heavens totter and the earth reels.
Men who can tell the truth and look the truth.
Men who neither brag nor run.
Men who can have courage without whistling for it, and joy without 

shouting to bring it.
Men in whom the current of everlasting life runs still and deep and 

strong.
Men who know their duty and do it.
Men who know their place and find it.
Men who mind their own business.
Men who are not too lazy to work.

— The Instrouma M essenger
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Radio in Church Public Relations

By Milo L. Arnold

T^or nearly nineteen years I have 
been a voluntary slave to a m icro

phone. Much of that time the pro
grams have been daily, either five, 
six, or seven days a week. The ex
perience has covered my present 
pastorate and the two immediately 
preceding. Folks sometimes ask if I 
think it pays, and my continuing ac
ceptance of its demands upon my life 
indicate that I think it does. It is a 
valuable tool in public relations but 
it can likewise be a tool for our self- 
destruction. A  program that has 
large audience appeal and at the same 
time offers sound religious emphasis 
is valuable. If the church radio pro
gram is to be valuable, it must meas
ure up to three fundamental demands.

1. It must be interesting to the 
public at large.

2. It must com pare in quality of 
production w’ith the com mercial pro
grams com ing over the network.

3. It must present the gospel truth 
in a way that relates it to the daily 
lives of people who do not know 
theology.

I am sure that I have at times pro
duced, and I have heard, religious 
programs that failed all three. But I 
am likewise sure that all three can be 
made compatible and included in a 
very popular program. To produce 
a program that lacks any one of the 
three qualifications is a liability to 
the public relations program of the 
church.

Not all preachers are by nature and 
preparation fitted for good radio

*Pastor, Dodge City, Kansas.
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work, just as all news writers can’t 
rate as newscasters. Some men can 
make a much more valuable use of 
their time and church’s money in 
other fields of endeavor. There is 
something about some men that just 
“ clicks” in radio. They are able to 
project their personalities effectively. 
They can make radio valuable as a 
means of acquainting the community 
with their church. There are some 
things I try to rem ember every time I 
go on the air; and since many have 
asked questions, I’ll list the things I 
keep reminding myself of.

1. Rem em ber to whovi you are 
speaking. In church you preach to a 
congregation but on the radio you ’re 
not in church, where people are gath
ered, well-dressed, attentive, and 
looking at you as you speak. Y ou ’re 
talking to one woman, washing dishes 
or ironing. Y ou 're  talking to one man 
eating breakfast or driving a car. I 
find that if I talk to these people via 
radio just as I would talk to them in 
their homes, they like it better. They 
may like to be preached to in church 
but they like to be talked with in 
their homes. The people who need 
your message most may turn the but
ton when you start “ preaching” to 
them in the informal atmosphere of 
dishwater and mop cloths.

2. R em em ber your vocabulary. 
Y our church members know theologi
cal terms— maybe, but the radio audi
ence does not. They are folks who 
like to have you use words they can 
understand and words that put you

(63) 15



on their level. The simpler the words 
and the simpler the truths, the better.

3. Rem em ber the commonplace. 
The people will find their attention 
captured if you talk of some com mon
place thing such as washing dishes, 
fixing cars, fishing, meeting folks, the 
pranks of babies, and the foibles of 
children. If you can wrap your truth 
around some simple story and drive it 
home, they’ll keep listening and they’ll 
rem ember it every time they see or 
experience that simple thing. Jesus 
gave the best lessons for radio speak
ing that you can find anywhere. I ’ve 
studied His technique of preaching 
over and over and believe it is the 
best technique in the world. He used 
simple illustrations with which people 
were most familiar; and then showed 
them how  religion and life were like 
that.

4. R em em ber the setting. Your 
program has to fit in between pro
fessional programs with highly paid 
performers. If your music does not 
compare favorably it is a liability. If 
it is not of professional quality it is 
better to use recordings of profes
sional singers. I find the station 
happy to buy them and play them for 
me. If your own preparation for the 
program is inadequate, it will show. 
Radio programs don’t just happen to 
be good; they are good when men 
spend time and sweat on them. If 
you are not in position to produce a 
good program don ’t enter the field of 
radio, for it will hurt rather than help 
your public relations. The use of 
English must be correct but not 
stilted. The presentation of the truth 
must be solid but not offensive. The 
material used should be acceptable 
to other churches or to the un
churched. A void controversial issues. 
Appeal to people. People in church 
are too embarrassed to walk out while
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you ’re preaching, but a radio audience 
has no sense of shame when they 
silently turn the button. Religious 
programs deserve to be the best pro
duced and most interesting programs 
of the day.

5. R em em ber the judge. Every 
time your m icrophone opens, your 
program is on trial for its life. The 
unseen people are the judge. If they 
don’t like it there is no appeal from  
their judgment. Y ou ’ve got to make 
them like it and at the same time get 
your message of the gospel to them. 
It isn’t easy. One careless program 
can cost hundreds of important lis
teners.

6. Rem em ber the station. They 
place a cash value on the number of 
listeners that are on the station when 
your program signs off. If your pro
gram causes the audience to diminish, 
they lose money. Some religious pro
grams cause an 85 per cent loss of 
audience, while others build the o f
ficial rating of the station for their 
period of time. It isn’t just because 
it is or isn’t religious. The test is in 
whether or not it is interesting. If 
religious radio keeps its place it should 
be both interesting and religious. The 
two are compatible. Station man
agers can help us preachers learn our 
weaknesses and correct our faults if 
w e’ll go at it right in seeking their 
help. They know more about radio 
than we, and we know more about 
religion. A  radio program needs the 
benefits of skill in both.

7. R em em ber your appointment. 
Y ou r program must fit into a network 
schedule. There is a given second 
for it to start and another given second 
for it to end. To be forgetful of these 
seconds is unforgivable. A  few  sec
onds may seem short to you but they 
can ruin you on radio. Also, when
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you take a contract to produce a radio 
program daily, live up to it. It is a 
hard taskmaster, but its cracking whip 
must be obeyed. If you ’re going to 
be out of town for a day or a month, 
don’t ask them to play sacred music 
as a fill-in. You owe it to the station 
and to your own investment to pro
duce a program every day. Record 
ahead when you need to be away. 
Make the programs complete with 
accurate timing, music, announce
ments, and every thing the program 
ever has.

8. Rem em ber you can be boring. 
Just because it’s you doesn’t guar
antee that other folks are impressed.

A void  using such worn-out words and 
phrases as “ Folks in Radio Land,” or 
the use of terms peculiar to your own 
denominational vocabulary. I per
sonally avoid the use of such terms 
as “ Brother” or “ Sister.” The folks 
I ’m talking to are m ore familiar with 
such terms as “ Mr.,” Mrs.,” or “ R ev
erend.”

Y ou  can’t escape the public relations 
factor every time you stand before an 
open microphone. It is public rela
tions inescapably, but your program 
decides whether it is good or bad. A  
radio program alone will not build a 
church, but it will help a pastor get 
hold of a community so that his total 
effort will build it.

Why Some Preachers Fail

By Harold Liner'

But I keep  under my body, and 
bring it into subjection; lest that by 
any means, when I have 'preached to 
others, I m yself shoidd be a castaway/ 
(I Cor. 9 :27 ).

Our generation has been subjected 
to terrible scenes: a ship foundering 
far out at sea; a bom ber over a strange 
land, hit by antiaircraft fire, and dis
integrating in mid-air; a raging in
ferno, as fire sweeps a city block; the 
sweeping force of a spring flood that 
carries all before it.

But out of the sad mist of grim 
possibility rises one more tragic pic
ture. Before the throne of God 
stands a man, face blanched, hair di
sheveled, eyes bulging with unearthly

*Pastor, Columbia, South Carolina.

fear; for this is the picture of a 
preacher who failed.

W h a t  C o n s t it u t e s  F a i l u r e ?

It is certainly not the fact that the 
preacher is not a world-traveler or 
nationwide preacher; for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the greatest of all 
preachers, crossed the borders of His 
tiny homeland only once, and that in 
infancy, to escape the sword of Herod. 
It is not altogether the fact that he 
does not see sweeping results; for 
Paul, that prince of preachers, de
clared that some plant, others water, 
while still others reap the increase. It 
is not altogether that one failed to 
build fine sanctuaries; for Christ 
preached one of His most memorable 
sermons to a lone woman on the curb
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stone of a well. It is not necessarily 
a mark of failure because one cannot 
preach a sermon that is hailed as a 
literary masterpiece; for one of G od ’s 
greatest leaders, Moses, had to have 
someone as a mouthpiece for his mes
sages. It is not a sign of failure to 
pastor a home-mission church, or a 
rural congregation, and live and die in 
seeming obscurity; for I believe that 
some preachers whose crowns will 
wear the jewels of G od ’s eternal ap
proval will be some who have served 
without the notice or applause of men. 
For God who “ seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly.”

W h a t ,  T h e n ,  Is F a i l u r e  i n  a  
P r e a c h e r ?

I believe failure in the man of God 
is to  do any less than G od and con 
scien ce dem and , whether it be in 
fields great or small, near or far, to 
the abjectly poor of earth or to the 
rich in high places. Failure in the 
ministry is not only failing mankind, 
but failing the Son of God, who 
snatched a soul as a brand from the 
burning fires and placed him on the 
highest pedestal of earth’s glory, and 
wonder of all wonders, made of him 
a preacher of the everlasting gospel! 
Are you, my companion-in-arms, do
ing less than your honest best, in your 
God-given sphere of service?

N ow  f o r  S o m e  R e a s o n s  W h y  
P r e a c h e r s  F a il

1. T hey took  up preaching as a 
vocation. Perhaps the most acute 
reason for failure in preachers is the 
fact that they are not called of God. 
Jer. 23:21 “ I have not sent these 
prophets, yet they ran; I have not 
spoken to them, yet they prophesied.” 
No doubt many are in the ministry 
today because of parents who hoped 
their sons would preach, because in a 
kind of “ eeny meeny, miney, m o” 
spirit they chose it for an occupation.
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Or in still other cases friends insisted 
they had heard from heaven in their 
behalf. But if God wants us as 
preachers of the glorious gospel He 
will send an unmistakable, inescap
able, firsthand call to us. Better to 
spend many sleepless nights, and 
miserable days; better to wait until 
w e receive a call thundered in tones of 
Sinai, interlaced with the lightnings 
of G od ’s threatened judgments, than 
to enter lightly and unadvisedly into 
the most solemn of all life ’s works.

2. S om e jail because of th eir  spirit. 
Doubtless the most noticeable of all 
visible tests of the success or failure 
of the preacher is his spirit. B y this 
I mean the attitude he takes toward 
all problems facing him in his day-by- 
day ministry. A  grumbling, fault
finding, complaining spirit will doom 
a man to failure anywhere he goes. 
A  preacher with a sour outlook on 
life, a censorious attitude toward 
everyone and everything, has two 
strikes on him before he starts. Some 
have a domineering spirit; they bully 
the board and then sulk and pout and 
threaten to quit unless they have their 
way. Under pressure, with the com 
munity looking on, they go to pieces 
and bring reproach on the Cross and 
the church. Many a man eminently 
able in other ways is defeated by his 
spirit.

No wonder the young prophet 
Elisha, chosen to succeed the veteran 
Elijah and faced with the responsi
bility of choosing a blessing from  the 
departing man of God, bypassed any 
request to be a miracle man or an 
outstanding orator, and prayed sim
ply: “ Let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon m e.”

3. S om e fail becau se of lack of 
vision. Some men in the ministry 
are hard pushed to see beyond their 
noses. They declare the fields are all
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burnt over, the patriarchs are all 
dead, the church is backslidden, and 
its leaders are all modernistic. They 
further declare they can’t “ see” why 
budgets are so high, or why a district 
would plunge into debt for a district 
camp or center— they vow  that the 
only time the district superintendent 
ever comes to see them, or notices 
them, is when he decides to raise 
another offering. Instead of paying a 
thousand dollars for a building lot on 
Main Street, they shop around until 
they find a “ bargain” on the back 
street for a quarter of that amount, 
and their lack of vision tells them 
they have saved the church money. 
Vision lifts men, nations, and churches 
out of the m ediocre and commonplace, 
and makes them “ more than con
querors.” It transforms dreams to 
reality, puts wings on hope, legs on 
prayer, and teeth in our gospel. It 
arms the warrior, feeds the multi
tudes, puts the w icked to flight, 
builds bridges across the gulf of de
spair, makes saints of sinners, changes 
hovels on earth to mansions in glory, 
makes priests and kings of redeemed 
mortals, introduces us to the “ K ing
dom of which there is no end.”

4. Som e fail for lack of planning. 
“ Anything worth doing is worth doing 
right.” This proverb may seem trite 
and outmoded, but is nevertheless 
true, as applied to preachers.

W e should and must, it seems to me, 
have some plans or fail. (1) I believe 
we should plan our preaching pro
gram. I am coming more and more 
to preaching a series of messages on 
given lines of thought, and building 
toward a definite goal for the people 
along the chosen theme. It requires 
more w ork than the “ hit-or-miss,” 
“ bless-G od-pour-it-on” tactics, but the 
preacher will find that planned 
preaching will feed the people, keep 
him out of a rut, and get the lost to

Christ. (2) W e need plans in our 
building programs. It seems a tragedy 
to learn of a preacher who intends to 
build, and when asked about his 
plans breezily replies, “ Oh, it will be 
from  forty to eighty feet wide, and 
between eighty and a hundred feet 
long, and will probably cost from four 
thousand to forty thousand dollars.” 
It may cost more money to engage an 
architect or buy a set of plans and 
would take longer to finish the build
ing, but such a course will gain the 
respect of the community and afford 
a personal satisfaction, and will avoid 
heartbreaking failure, besides.

5. Some fail because of careless
ness. (1) Carelessness in relation
ship to God. It is essential that the 
preacher not lose the burden of 
prayer and the taste for the secret 
hours with God. This leads to the 
loss of that vital touch of God that 
enables a man to preach and overcom e 
every blockade of hell. Busy build
ing, busy visiting, yes, busy indeed, 
but out of contact with God! Better 
to lose all else than to lose the first 
love, the keen edge, the breathing, 
living, moving presence of God. (2) 
Carelessness in personal appearance— 
a preacher who never shines his 
shoes, shaves only every three days, 
is careless of breath, teeth, and hair, 
wears a suit three weeks without 
pressing it, is almost sure to fail. The 
fireside scripture, “ Cleanliness is next 
to godliness,” may not be in Holy 
Writ, but it is found engraved on the 
pages of experience and will do much 
toward writing the final chapter in 
the history of your life as a preacher. 
(3) Carelessness toward the opposite 
sex— perhaps more preachers have 
made shipwreck of their lives and 
careers here than anywhere else. It 
is better to be accused of being 
“ standoffish and stuck-up” than to be 
overly friendly with the opposite sex, 
shake hands too long, talk indis-

February, 1957 (67) 19



creetly, act unwisely, and lose your 
call and your soul. One can be 
friendly and yet be careful.

6. Preachers fail because they lose 
the glory. I think one of the saddest 
things w e can picture is one who has 
lost the glory; and saddest of all is a 
preacher, empty and void of the 
sweetness of G od ’s abiding presence, 
and inscribed over the door of his 
crumbling house of eternal misery, 
the single word, ICHABOD.

To see one who used to preach with 
fire and tears preaching now with ice 
and irony, to look on one who used to 
lead men into the deep waters of 
everlasting truth now splashing in 
childlike, careless abandon in the 
mudholes of compromise, to behold a 
man who one time saw fruitful altars 
but now sees barren benches and a 
diminishing congregation, to see a 
preacher who used to be a healthy, 
happy, well-fed, rejoicing soul winner 
reduced to a dying man, miserable, 
wretched, and unfruitful, and ravaged 
with the galloping consumption of de
feat, and a victim of the deadly cancer 
of failure— these are the true pictures 
of tragedy.

I may wind up in a smaller church 
with less salary, and without a place 
of honor in the hall of pastoral fame; 
but my prayer to God is: “ Let me 
love Him more, fight the devil harder, 
jump higher, run faster, preach 
sweeter, wax more mellow, win more 
souls to the precious Saviour, and 
above all, live better than I ever have 
before.” This course will lead to true 
success and will admit an entrance 
into glory to hear the sweetest words 
to fall on redeemed ears, “ W ell done, 
thou good and faithful servant.”

M y soul, be on thy guard;
Ten thousand foes arise;

The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To draw thee from  the skies.

Oh, watch and fight and pray;
The battle n e ’er give o’er;

Reneio it boldly every  day ,
And help divine implore.

N e'er think the victory won,
N or lay thine armor down;

The w ork of faith will not be done 
Till thou obtain the crown.

Fight on, m y soid, till death 
Shall bring thee to thy God;

H e’ ll take thee at thy parting breath 
To His divine abode.

*  *  *  *  *

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C a u s e

There is so much to do and so little 
time in which to do it! We need to be 
in dead earnest about our main business 
of winning the world for Christ’s king
dom.

A  man engaged in conversation a 
Communist who had put a leaflet in his 
hand. He advised the Communist, “ It 
is no use; you will never get anywhere 
doing this. A t best there are but two 
h u n d r e d  thousand Communists in 
America, while we Christians number 
seventy-five million.”

The Communist replied, “ Remember 
Gideon’s band? They had only three 
hundred. Members of my party are 
willing to live on the barest necessities 
of life. Every dime we earn above and 
beyond our simple needs we turn back 
to our cause; we believe in it with all 
our hearts.” Then he went on to say, 
“ We are going to be victorious, and, if 
you want to know, I will tell you why. 
We have an unshakable faith in our 
cause. We are even willing to die for it. 
That is more than you are willing to do!” 
Is it? How far will you go to serve 
your cause?

R e u b e n  K. Y o u n g d a h l , in 
The Secret of Greatness 
(Fleming H. Revell Co.)
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Romans 2:24-29

B l a s p h e m y

Paul writes to the insincere, in
consistent Jews that through them the 
name of God is “ blasphemed” among 
the Gentiles. The English word 
comes directly from  the Greek blas- 
phemeo. But does it mean the same 
as our English word blaspheme? 
Abbott-Sm ith’s Lexicon  gives these 
meanings: “ 1. to speak lightly or 
profanely of sacred things, esp. to 
speak impiously of God, to blas
pheme . . .  2. to revile, rail at, 
slander.”

It is interesting to note that in the 
other two occurences of this word in 
Romans it is rendered “ be slander
ously reported” (3 :8 ) and “ be evil 
spoken o f” (14 :16). In both of these 
instances God is not involved and so 
“ blaspheme” would hardly be the 
appropriate term.

A  check of the New Testament 
shows that the word is used almost 
equally in reference to God and in 
reference to man. The term occurs 
thirty-five times. In nineteen in
stances God (or the W ord of God) 
is the object and so “ blaspheme” is 
used in the King James Version. In 
one instance (Acts 19:37) we find 
“ blasphemers of your goddess.” In 
Matt. 27:39 those that passed by the 
cross “ reviled” Christ, in Mark 15: 29 
they “ railed” on Him, and in Luke 
23:39 those hanged with Him “ railed” 
on Him. But in the other twelve

instances the object is man. Ten of 
these times the word is translated 
“ speak evil of.” That is its proper 
meaning in relation to man. But to 
speak evil of God is to blaspheme 
Him. Moulton and Milligan note that 
the etym ological meaning of the 
cognate noun blasphemos is “ injuri
ous speaking.” 1 Only when related 
to God did the word take on the 
technical meaning which it has in 
English.

C ir c u m c i s i o n

In verses 25-29, which form  the 
closing paragraph of this second chap
ter of Romans, the word circumcision 
occurs six times and uncircumcision 
four times. Still more interesting is 
the fact that of the thirty-six occur
rences of peritom e in the New Testa
ment, fifteen are in Romans and 
seven in Galatians. It is in these 
two books that Paul gives greatest 
attention to the problem of the Jew 
and the Gentile in relation to salva
tion. Furthermore, aside from twice 
in John’s Gospel (7:22, 23) and three 
times in Acts (7:8 ; 10:45; 11:12), the 
word is found only in Paul’s Epistles. 
The great apostle was vitally con
cerned with this question.

The word akrobustia, “ uncircum ci
sion,” is found twenty times in the 
New Testament. Again we find it 
most frequently in Romans (eleven 
times) and Galatians (three tim es).

■"Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
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With the exception of one time in Acts 
(11 :3 ), it occurs only in Paul’s Epis
tles.

In Greek the terms for circumcision 
and uncircumcision have no apparent 
relationship. Peritom e comes from  
the verb p eritemno, “ cut around,” 
which is the literal meaning of cir
cumcise. The English term is derived, 
of course, from  the Latin. A kro- 
bustia meant first the physical part 
rem oved in circumcision and then, 
abstractly, uncircumcision.

In this passage Paul is arguing for 
the truth that the formal rite of cir
cumcision meant nothing unless it 
was accompanied by a faithful ad
herence to the Law. He went a step 
further and insisted that true cir
cumcision was not “ outward in the 
flesh,” but “ of the heart, in the 
spirit.” He is simply emphasizing 
the universal teaching o f the New 
Testament that true religion is in the 
spiritual realm, not the material.

The rite of circumcision is an an
cient one. It was practiced among 
the Arabians, Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, and Egyptians.2 It is first 
mentioned in the Bible in the seven
teenth chapter of Genesis. It was 
required of Abraham and his de
scendants as a sign of the covenant 
between God and His people. Since 
the Moabites, Ammonites, and Edom
ites were descended from  Abraham, 
this fact would sufficiently explain 
their observance of this custom. The 
Egyptians may have adopted the rite 
from  the Israelites while the latter 
were living in that country. Josh. 5: 5 
states that the Israelites that came 
out of Egypt w ere circumcised, but 
that those born in the wilderness 
were not. This situation was rem 
edied at Gilgal, which received its 
name thereby (Josh. 5: 9) . Since the

2T . Lewis, "Circum cision/' "International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia" (Rev. ed.; Chicago: Howard-Severance Co.,
1929), I, 656.
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first clear evidence of circumcision 
in Egpyt com es from  the fourteenth 
century before Christ’— approxim ate
ly the time of Moses— there does not 
seem to be any reason for denying the 
possibility that the Egyptians bor
rowed the rite from  the Israelites. 
Of course, many scholars w ould pre
fer to assume that the Israelites bor
row ed from  the Egyptians.

Ishmael was circum cised at the age 
of thirteen (Gen. 17:25), and among 
Moslems circum cision is usually per
form ed between the ages of six and 
sixteen, although it is not enjoined in 
the Koran.4

But Isaac was circum cised when 
eight days old (Gen. 21 :4 ), in ac
cordance with G od ’s instructions to 
Abraham (Gen. 17:12), and that cus
tom obtains among orthodox Jews to 
the present time. It is then that the 
child is named (cf. Luke 2 :21 ). It is 
a very solemn, elaborate religious 
ceremony, attended by relatives and 
friends.

Of the significance of this cerem ony 
for the Jews, Macalister makes this 
comment:

“ Am ong the Jewish teachers cir
cumcision was regarded as an opera
tion of purification, and the word 
foreskin has com e to be synonymous 
with obstinacy and imperfection. The 
Rite was regarded as a token in the 
flesh of the effect of Divine grace in 
the heart.” r'

Jeremiah accuses the Israelites of 
his day of being “ uncircum cised in 
the heart” (9 :2 6 ). This language is 
based on Deut. 30: 6— “ A nd the Lord 
thy God will circum cise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart,

"A. Macalister, "Circum cision/7 "A  Dictionary of the 
B ib le /' ed. James Hastings (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1898), I ,  442.

4Ib id ., p. 443.
5Ibid.
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and with all thy soul, that thou mayest 
live.”

Paul makes the spiritual applica
tion of this for Christians in Col. 2:11 
—“In whom also ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without 
hands, in putting o ff the body of the 
sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ.” The language of Deut. 
30:6 suggests that this spiritual cir
cumcision of the heart is necessary if 
one would love the Lord with all his 
being. The application of this to the 
New Testament experience o f entire

sanctification is too obvious to be 
missed.

John W esley used Rom. 2:9 as the 
text for his great sermon on “ The 
Circumcision of the Heart,” which 
he preached on January 1, 1733, be
fore the University of Oxford. He 
declared that “ circumcision of heart 
implies humility, faith, hope, and 
charity.” His definition of humility 
is unsurpassed: “ a right judgment of 
ourselves.” Humility is not a pious 
pose; it is an honest evaluation of 
ourselves.

Pulpit and Parish Tips

The Pastoral Prayer

By E. E. W ordsworth*

Ra r e l y  should the pastor have an
other offer the Sunday morning 

prayer. Some insist there should be no 
exception. This is well named “ the 
pastoral prayer.” It is well for the 
pastor to com e prepared for this 
prayer by making notes on the sermon 
subject and the general, particular, 
and sometimes special needs of the 
membership and congregation.

If the pastor’s text is “ Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5 :16 ), it is fitting to formulate 
the prayer in terms of light and con
trasting darkness. The following is an 
example of what I mean:

“ Our Heavenly Father, Thou who 
art the Father of Lights, with whom 
there is no variableness, neither shad
ow of turning, shine into our darkened 
minds and hearts this morning. May

’"Pastor, Goldendale, Washington.
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the Sun of Righteousness send forth 
His illuminating rays to dispel the 
darkness and gloom from  our souls. 
W e greatly need shafts of light from 
Thy throne and adorable presence. 
Too often our lives are foggy, dismal, 
and gray when they should be irradi
ated and crystal-clear. Enter Thou the 
dark domain of man’s soul with the 
glorious light divine. Cleanse us from 
the awful darkness of sin in our hearts 
and lives. May we, one and all, see 
light in Thy light, and help us to walk 
therein all our days until we enter the 
City of Light eternal. This we ask in 
Jesus’ name. Am en.”

Such a planning of the pastoral 
prayer will afford variety and save 
from needless repetition. But, of 
course, there must always be abandon
ment to the blessed Holy Spirit, and 
His anointing is the first essential. 
A nd above all, the pastoral prayer 
should not be stilted nor leave the im
pression that it has been memorized.
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Add New Life to Those Old S
PASTOR . . . What your church km 
ticc so vital to everyday Christian lh

Read these selective books to 
approach to your stewardship messi

God—the Supreme Steward
By JOHN E. SIMPSON. A fresh thought on the subject of steward

ship—the stewardship of God. "God so loved . . . that he gave."
It's a little book, but filled with rich, thought-provoking material in

valuable to your sermon preparation.
62 pages, paper 50c

Christian Stewardship
By DELOUISE BEALL. This author emphasizes how stewardship is as 

broad as life itself.
One chapter gives special attention to the "stewardship of person

ality," a most important phase, on which little has been written. This 
alone is worth far more than the price of the book. (ZP)
96 pages, paper $1.00

The Challenge of Christian Stewardship
By MILO KAUFFMAN. Here is a remarkable book of ideas, in

sights, and illustrations, backgrounded by wide experience on the prac
tical aspect of stewardship.

"Stewardship had its origin in the very heart and mind of God, 
and was for the happiness, blessing and good of man," is the basis 
from which this book is written. (HER)
180 pages, cloth $2.50

Stewardship Enriches Life
By C. W. HATCH. Mr. Hatch goes beyond the usual emphasis of 

"giving to support the church," to stress the Christian's partnership with 
God and spiritual enrichment received from giving and sharing. The 
guestion section, chart for interest and talents, and outline form for in
come report make this particularly suitable for personal study as well 
as a guide for discussion groups. (WA)
107 pages, paper 75c

Stewardship Messages—! 
Extra Time <

Send for these helpful books TODAY from you
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* i I I *  k. A  February Is^ewardship Messages stewardship Month

o\v: about stewardship—a Christian prac- 
iin ;—is largely a result of your preaching.
en'ich your ministry and give a fresh 

»ge during the month of February. 2

20 Stewardship Sermons
By Twenty Pastors. Excellent material for helping your congregation 

realize the importance of stewardship.
Included are sermons on talents, time, energy, securing of money, 

stewardship of the gospel and the Commandments, use of money and 
goods. (AU)
227 pages, cloth $3.00

The Gospel of Giving
By HERSCHEL H. HOBBS. "It is impossible to preach the gospel 

without preaching on giving.''
Ten forceful sermons, showing the deep significance and necessity 

of stewardship— a "spiritual adventure" in the lives of those who seek 
to follow God's will. Suggestions for planning and directing an every- 
member canvass included. (BR)
146 pages, cloth S2.25

The Tithe
By GEORGE A. E. SALSTRAND. For the preacher wishing some 

good background on tithe giving, the minimum standard for Christian 
giving. Contains many guotations suitable for working into your mes
sages. (BH)
56 pages, paper 85c

Spiritual Life Through Tithing
By G. ERNEST THOMAS. An all-inclusive study on tithing as it

relates to the Old and New Testament, abundant living, vital faith, 
world missions, and our personal stewardship.
104 pages, paper 50c

Stewardship Facts
Edited by T. K. THOMPSON. The annual stewardship publication 

sponsored by the Protestant denominations, presenting such helpful ma
terial as sermon resources, illustrations, quotes, techniques, studies, 
and statistics.

A valuable tool for your ministry. (KP)
64 pages, paper 25c

nportant Enough to Devote 
nd Preparation

A  I  J T )  I f  •  2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Mo.
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C R U SA D E FO R  S O U L S

Supplied by V. H. Lewis*

Evangelism Our Greatest Need

The w orld ’s need for Christ today 
is critical. War, human suffering, and 
paganism have led the world into a 
terrible period of suspicion, hate, and 
strife. The four enemies of man, 
namely, sin, ignorance, poverty, and 
death, abound everywhere. New foes 
of Christianity have been born. They 
are communism, atheism, materialism, 
and in many places, nationalism. The 
religion of Am erica is a new economic 
order. The religion of many nations 
is the totalitarian state. The answer, 
and the only answer, for this appalling 
need is evangelism. Evangelism is a 
part of vital Christianity. It is the 
Great Commission alive in a pure 
heart. Evangelism is not a technique; 
it is a passion for lost souls expressing 
itself in a Christian’s heart. It must 
be the dominant force in our church!

G r e a t  E v a n g e l is t s  o f  t h e  P a s t

John Tauler lived from  1300 to 1361. 
He was a great mystic. He was about 
fifty years of age and was preaching 
in Strassburg' when a friend urged 
him to seek a new experience of 
“ losing himself in G od.” Tauler, 
deeply stirred, went into retirement 
for two years. There he spent most 
of his time in prayer and fasting in 
search of what he termed “ the higher 
life.” W hen he started preaching 
again he found that he could not talk 
for weeping. The Holy Spirit used 
him mightily. His audiences wept

♦Secretary, Department of Evangelism.
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and groaned over their sins, and 
sought God in great numbers.

He became one of the most famous 
evangelists of his day and was a tre
mendous influence for Christ through
out the area along the Rhine River.

His converts form ed prayer circles 
and continually interceded with God. 
It was largely due to these prayer 
groups that prayer was kept to the 
forefront in Christian circles in G er
many for more than a century.

S. M. Sayford was led to Christ 
by a traveling salesman named Ed
ward R. Graves, who called often to 
see Mr. Sayford on business. On one 
visit Mr. Graves gave Mr. Sayford a 
tract concerning the evils of liquor. 
Then, on his next visit, he gave him 
one on profanity. Then, after a time, 
he asked Mr. Sayford if he would 
allow him to place his name on his 
prayer list. W hen Mr. Sayford an
swered in the affirmative, he pro
duced his prayer list and asked Mr. 
Sayford to write his own name on it. 
Mr. Sayford signed his own name to 
the prayer list with a hand that 
trembled. His heart was stricken 
with conviction. It was on Mr. 
Graves’s next visit that Mr. Sayford 
was won to Christ.

Later, Mr. Sayford won a man 
named C. K. Ober to Christ, and Mr. 
O ber was the one God used to lead 
John R. Mott to the Lord. John R.
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Mott is a familiar name to all min
isters, for he won hundreds to Christ 
and became a famous soul winner.

What a great thing it always is to 
win someone to our Saviour! Try it 
this week!

The Crusade for 
Souls Version of 

Heb. 12:1-17

1. W herefore seeing we are com 
passed about with so great a crowd 
of nonbelievers, let us lay aside every 
flimsy excuse and the alibi which doth 
so easily betray us, and let us walk 
with patience from door to door.

2. Looking unto Jesus, the Author 
of personal evangelism, who, for the 
joy of telling men of salvation, en
dured the problems, despising the 
shame, and is ready now to go with 
you.

3. For consider the Fuller man 
that endured such sales resistance 
against his products, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds.

4. Y e have not yet persisted unto 
blisters pushing doorbells.

5. And ye have forgotten the ex 
hortation which speaketh unto you as 
unto Nazarenes: Now, Nazarenes, de
spise not thou the work of visitation 
evangelism, nor faint when thou art 
called upon to do some.

6. For whom  the pastor respects 
he calls, and keeps busy every mem
ber whom  he receiveth.

7. If ye endure visitation, ye work 
then as a real Nazarene; for what 
member is he who is not expected to 
do visitation?

8. But if ye be without any re
sponsibility to do visitation, whereof 
all needs must be participants, then

are ye illegitimate representatives of 
the gospel of Christ, and not true 
members.

9. Furthermore, we have secular 
organizations which made similar de
mands of us and we respected them. 
Shall we not much rather be co
operative in this great Crusade for 
Souls, and live?

10. For they made unimportant de
mands reflecting their own whims, 
but this for our profit, that we might 
be participants in spreading the doc
trine of heart holiness.

11. N ow no visitation at the m o
ment will seem especially joyous, but 
maybe arduous; nevertheless, it yield- 
eth the glorious fruit of precious souls 
being brought into the gospel of 
Christ.

12. W herefore, lift up the hands 
which hang down and the feeble 
knees;

13. And make straight paths for 
your feet, lest those which are lazy 
fail to pound the pavement; rather, 
let them be revived.

14. Follow  peace with all men and 
do visitation evangelism, without 
which no church shall experience re
vival;

15. Looking diligently lest a man 
fail to do his part, lest any root of 
excuse springing up delay you, and 
thereby many be sidetracked;

16. Lest there be any fornicator or 
profane person, as John Doe, who for 
one T V  program stayed at home.

17. For you know how that after
ward, on Sunday when he would 
have the church to be full, there were 
only a few, and he found no way of 
rem edying his negligence at that time, 
though he prayed loudly and with 
tears.

— S a m u e l  N. S m i t h
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Strive, Brother Preacher, Strive

By Milton Harrington"

o f  t h e  m o s t  deadly opiate’s of 
this day, or of any day, is the 

desire to be like others. Individual 
conscience becomes hushed because of 
others living and doing contrary to 
that distinctive conscience, and who 
are considered religious. Israel suc
cumbed to this opiate when they 
pleaded so hard with God to give them 
a king, so they could be like other 
nations. The long list of graves in 
the progress of G od ’s distinctive sep
aration need not be repeated here. 
What warnings they are! Most of 
them succumbed to death via the 
route of being like others.

How shall w e shake this opiate, or 
ward off its injection? Strive, brother 
preacher, strive to walk constantly 
and consciously under an open heav
en. Of all men it is our responsibility 
to keep the upper window in good 
repair and open at all times. It will 
take some time. It will take some 
travail. It will take some burden. 
Y ou have the stuff in you to do it or 
God wouldn’t have called you to 
preach. Let the phraseology, “ Get 
the glory down,” be more than an 
inspirational exhortation from  the 
lips; it must burn from the heart 
until it is down. That poetic preacher 
of other generations testified, “ He 
maketh me to lie down in green pas
tures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. . . . thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over.” It 
may lack dignity (in worldly terms) 
for the preacher to get blessed until 
he is unable to contain himself; but

*Pastor, Porterville, Calif.
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it certainly doesn’t lack propriety. I 
have learned the preacher’s blessings 
will be shared by the people, until 
they too long to walk under an open 
heaven. Brethren, let’s take time, let 
some other things go undone, to ascer
tain we are under the spout where the 
glory descends.

Strive, brother preacher , strive to 
maintain an evangelistic passion in 
your heart. May I share a broken
hearted secret with you? For an 
entire year in my pastorate the people 
at my altar could be numbered on 
one hand. I found myself just at
tempting to pacify my listeners on 
Sunday night without much burden, 
without much passion. M y desire was 
to preach evangelistic but I just didn’t 
have the heart. I preached under an 
opiate. Then in a desperateness I 
turned to God for help. He started 
the fires burning again. He replaced 
that evangelistic passion until the mes
sages seemed to com e from  the roots 
of my soul. In three Sunday nights 
three times the num ber of seekers 
were at the altar as were there in the 
previous year. O brethren, we dare 
not let the problematical Sunday night 
rob us of our evangelistic passion. 
W e must keep fired; we must keep 
burdened; we must not let go of the 
ropes and allow ourselves to drop into 
the pits of so many others in our day. 
I grant you the problems are many, 
the discouragements overwhelm ing, 
the indifference appalling but I also 
know God can kindle a fire that all of 
these and many more cannot quench. 
W e must strive, strive, strive. It is an
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upstream situation; but with G od ’s 
marvelous grace we can make it.

Strive, brother preach er, strive for 
that distinctive cause of holiness 
which has branded the holiness church 
of all ages. We are rapidly coming to 
a place of aloneness in our unique 
standards. The cry is becoming more 
voluminous, “ Others do— why can’t 
w e?’’ The solemn question greets us: 
Are we God’s last hope of the holiness

standard? Sensibly we know that we 
are not, for God will raise another 
people if we fail. But why should we 
fail? W hy should we surrender the 
glorious heritage and blessing of clean 
living, clean dress, clean amusements 
to the opiate of this day? W e may 
not always be successful in leading all 
of our people to high holiness stand
ards; but we ourselves can keep our 
garments unsullied and uncreased.

The Local and District Program

By W . Don Adams

I h erefore , the prisoner o f the L ord, 
beseech  you  that y e  inalk w orth y  of 
the vocation  w h erew ith  y e  are called, 
with all low liness and m eekn ess , loith  
long su ffering, forbearin g  one another  
in love ; endeavouring to k eep  the  
unity of the Spirit in th e bond of 
peace. T h ere is one body, and one  
Spirit, ev en  as y e  are called in 
one hope of you r  calling; one L ord , 
one faith, one baptism , one G od  and 
Father o f all w ho is above all, and 
through all, and in yo u  all. B ut unto  
ev ery  one of us is g iven  grace ac
cording to th e m easure o f the g ift of 
Christ. . . . fo r  the p erfectin g  of the  
saints, fo r  the w ork  o f the m inistry, 
fo r  the ed ifying o f the body of C hrist: 
till w e all com e in the unity o f the 
faith, and the kn ow led ge o f the Son 
of G od, unto a p er fec t man, unto the 
m easure o f the statue of the fidness of 
C hrist (Eph. 4 :1-13).

As we lift our eyes and look at the 
size of the task before us in the 
church, we realize that it is too vast 
to be confined to the small circle of 
influence in which we as individual

"Pastor, Kalispell, Montana.
Paper read at Rocky Mountain Preachers' Meeting, 1956.

men are the center point. In analyz
ing our responsibilities, let us first be 
fully cognizant of the fact that it is 
imperative that we be thoroughgoing 
Christians, sold on the church in 
which we minister, hook, line, and 
sinker— local, district, general. If we 
are not thus committed we have no 
business in the ministry of that 
church. Let us also rem ember that 
when we became members of the 
church we became members of the 
whole church, not just a local group. 
Hence, our responsibility reaches out 
beyond our own borders.

The pastor’s relationship to his local 
church is unique in that his member
ship in that church automatically 
changes with the change of his pas
torate. However, his district mem
bership remains on the same district 
until it is transferred by the district 
assembly. It would seem to me, then, 
that although the pastor is president 
of the local church corporation and 
spiritual leader of the local church, 
he is, in fact, the liaison officer be
tween the district and the local organi
zations; the resident district authority 
in the local church. He is not ame
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nable in the last analysis to the local 
church, but to the district.

The front line of the battle against 
sin is at the local level, whether that 
local area is on foreign soil or in the 
homeland. Hence, it is easy for us as 
pastors to think that our problems 
and our program are paramount to 
everything else. Let us remember, 
however, that our program is not 
something that has been hatched in 
our own little intellectual incubator, 
but it is a working out of the over-all 
planning of the general church. Our 
task, then, is to reinstate this entire 
program into effective action on the 
local level. As the “ Country Parson” 
says, “ In life as in baseball, it is the 
feller who is in there pitching that 
gets the credit— and criticism.”

The question often presents itself, 
W here is my greatest responsibility, 
to the district or to the local program ? 
In reality, there is no conflict. The 
district and the general programs are 
aimed at buttressing the local program 
of the church. It is the pastor’s chief 
duty to preach the W ord. Many of 
us are not strong preachers, but let us 
not hide behind the thought that we 
are strong on some other point. It 
is our God-given responsibility to take 
advantage of every district and gen
eral help to make us better exponents 
of G od ’s W ord. The man who fails 
to attend pastors’ retreat, workers’ 
conventions, and assembly, as well as 
read extensively after our holiness 
writers, is apt to becom e lopsided in 
his preaching. It is our duty to 
preach not only evangelistically but 
also on the line of sound doctrine and 
good ethics.

Foreign and home missions go hand 
in hand with personal evangelism at 
the local level. To promote extensive 
effort for souls in the next town or 
on the other side of the world without 
building a vision for local advancement 
and outreach is to promote a shallow
30 (78)

ness which will let the souls of our 
constituency dry up and wither away. 
Looking only to the local advancement 
will promote smallness of vision and 
littleness of soul which will even
tually backfire on the pastor himself. 
Our only hope of keeping a sustained, 
living drive for the souls of men is to 
present, with God-given wisdom, the 
total program of the church with an 
enthusiasm which is born of the ur
gency of the hour.

The hope of the church of tom orrow, 
and that should be of vital concern to 
each pastor, is the youth of today. As 
a pastor, I am concerned with the 
spiritual welfare, not only of my own 
youth, but of the youth of the dis
trict and general church, for from  this 
group will com e the leaders of the 
future generation. Summer camps 
should not be just an extracurricular 
activity for the pastor. They are an 
essential tool put into his hand for 
the express purpose of helping to save, 
sanctify, and establish the youth, not 
only of one local church, but of the 
whole district. I feel that any pastor 
who side-steps this great responsibility 
is side-stepping his own youth as well 
as those of the district.

W e are not fighting a lone-stand 
battle. W e have been given one sec
tor of the vast frontal attack on sin. 
If we draw back, if we isolate our
selves to our little, local group, we 
have aided and abetted the enemy of 
the souls of men, have also thrown an 
additional load on our fellow  pastors; 
and we are flying false colors, for 
instead of flying the banner of the 
church, we should be flying the ban
ner of self.

W e are ambassadors for Christ 
through the channels of the church. 
Let us persuade, let us beseech, let 
us pray in Christ’s stead that men be 
reconciled to God. Let us present a 
united front.
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The Minister and Social Security

11 J o s t  o r d a i n e d  and licensed min- 
isters who were ordained or li

censed before 1955 have only until 
April 15, 1957, to decide to participate 
in the Social Security program of our 
government as ministers if they have 
not done so already. Should these 
ministers fail to sign the ministerial 
waiver (Form  Num ber 2031) and de
liver it to the district director of 
internal revenue for the internal rev
enue district in which they have legal 
residence by the final deadline (April
15, 1957), they can never participate 
in the program.

All ministers who becom e licensed 
after January 1, 1955, have approxi
mately two years in which to make 
their decision on the Social Security 
question. A fter this two-year period 
has passed, most ministers cannot 
come into the program.

It is very important that each min
ister study this matter and avail him
self of all information concerning 
providing benefits for himself and 
family through Social Security.

Many ministers are asking, “ Just 
what are the benefits under Social 
Security?”

First: Social Security provides 
monthly benefits to the retired worker 
(age sixty-five) and his wife (optional 
at age s ix ty -tw o). These monthly 
benefits are based on the average 
earning of the individual during the 
time since he began participation in 
the program. Under certain condi
tions, up to five years of low or no 
income can be dropped out before 
figuring the average.

Second: Social Security provides 
for survivors’ benefits. Should a min
February, 1957

ister die and leave a widow with de
pendent children (under eighteen 
years of a g e ), they would receive 
monthly benefits until the children 
are eighteen years old. Then the 
widow would be eligible for monthly 
benefits again at age sixty-two if she 
did not remarry.

Third: Social Security provides for 
a lump-sum payment upon the death 
of the insured for burial expenses. 
This payment may be as much as three 
times the insured person’s old age 
insurance amount, but not more than 
$255.00.

Listed below  is a formula for de
termining retirement and survivors’ 
benefits. The retired individual may 
earn up to $1,200.00 per year from 
wages and still receive these benefits. 
A fter age seventy-two there is no 
limit on earnings for those receiving 
Social Security benefits.

M o n t h l y  B e n e f it s  F ig u r e d  U n d e r  
t h e  1954 B e n e f it  F o r m u l a  

(Based on Earnings A fter  1950)
Average 
Monthly
Earnings Worker 
After 
19501 

$ 4 5  $ 30.00 
100 55.00 
150 68.50 
200 78.50 
250 88.50 
300 98.50 
350 108.50 

'A fter drop-out 
earnings.

NOTE: Social Security benefits de
rived from  ministerial earnings are 
based upon the monthly average of 
such covered earnings subsequent to 
January, 1955, less one possible ad
ditional drop-out year, One’s final
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Worker Widow,
and Child,

Wife Or Parent
$ 45.00 $30.00

82.50 41.30
102.80 51.40
117.80 58.90
132.80 66.40
147.80 73.90
162.80 81.40

of up to five years

Widow Widow
and and 2

1 Child Children
$ 45.00 $ 50.20

82.60 82.60
102.80 120.00
117.80 157.10
132.80 177.20
147.80 197.10
162.80 200.00

of lowest (or no)



Social Security benefits, based on Next month— “ H ow  the Minister
ministerial earnings, might be raised Reports and Pays His Social Security
by prior or current earnings from  Tax.” 
secular work.

We are happy to announce the w inners for 
the 1956 "Preacher's M ag az in e" contest, w h ich  
called for special-occasion sermons in m anuscript 
form . W inners, and their a w a rd s , are  as fo llo w s:

First—Robert Leffe l, W ich ita , Kansas
A w a rd : One year's  Book C lub selections

Second—L. K. M ullen , Yarm o uth , N ova Scotia 
A w a rd : S ix  months' Book C lub selections

Third—G e o r g e  Privett, J r . ,  D onalsonville , 
Georg ia

A w a rd : Three months' Book C lub se lec
tions

The sermons from  these w inn ers , as w e ll as 
other entries, w ill app ear in the "Preacher's M ag 
az in e " during the coming yea r.

For further information or for book
lets explaining old-age and survivors’ 
insurance in greater detail, get in 
touch with your Social Security dis
trict office.

T. W. W i l l i n g h a m ,
E xecu tive Secretary  
Board of Pensions
B ox 6076, 6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City 10, Missouri

Contest Winners
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Suffering and Then Death
(Funeral Message) 

By Forrest W . Nash

T e x t : For w e which live are always 
delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh  (II Cor. 4 :11 ).

Perhaps more mysterious than 
death itself is the problem  of suffer
ing before death. A t least it seems 
so when such is the case in our own 
immediate family circle. H ow  often 
have we said, “ W hy does God permit 
His children to endure months and 
years of suffering before they are 
taken out of this w orld ?” The an
swer is best found in the Christian 
view of life.

First, if Christians were freed from 
physical suffering the moment they 
accepted Christ as their Saviour, the 
tendency w ould be to serve Him only 
for what the body could receive. And 
real devotion to Christ is higher and 
deeper than that. Real devotion to 
Christ is based on love that says, “ In 
spite of hardship, pain, suffering, and 
reverses, I will be true to my Lord in 
the full commitment of my devotion.” 
If we served God for physical satis
faction only, then the most selfish 
would be the most religious.

Second, to endure suffering makes 
possible a real basis of human sym
pathy. Only those who have passed 
through dark valleys can understand 
in a real sense the burdens of others 
who are experiencing like pain and 
suffering. The stoi-y is told of a 
mother whose infant died in her arms; 
the mother in her deep grief would

*Pastor, Topeka, Kansas. Message preached at funeral 
of a young man who had been bedfast four years prior to his 
death.
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not x’elease the infant; she clutched 
the cold, dead form  close to her. None 
could persuade her to hand over the 
dead one she loved. Finally a neigh
bor woman who only a short time 
before had lost a child came and told 
this grief-stricken mother about her 
experience. And when she asked for 
the mother to release to her the child, 
the saddened mother gave it with 
these words, “ I will give you my dead 
child, for only you have understood 
my problem, for you have passed 
through the same experience.” Oh, 
how  valuable is such sharing of our 
burdens by those who have passed 
through the same troubled waters as 
we!

Third, suffering is a trust from  God. 
God is not able to trust all His chil
dren with suffering. While some 
chafe under the load, others are able 
to suffer and in the midst of it all 
remain sweet and patient, letting the 
world know of G od ’s sustaining grace. 
Many have been won to Christ and 
eternal life because they saw some 
Christian suffer and through his 
heartbreak and sorrow show forth a 
beautiful spirit, bearing a testimony 
for Christ.

Fourth, in a life of suffering God is 
given an opportunity to show forth 
His glory. God will not let pain go 
on in the world without His answer
ing. So when it strikes one of His 
own He comes near to strengthen and 
sustain in a way that He could not do 
in times of serenity and sunshine.

In the last place, Christians suffer 
that they might be partakers of G od ’s 
holiness. W hen we fellowship with
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God through Christ, our sufferings 
serve to help refine our character. 
There is the refining of that which 
will be with God through all eternity. 
So if suffering makes us more like 
Christ and better prepares us for 
heaven with Him, then we will gladly 
accept pain with an attitude of sub
mission and surrender, awaiting the 
blessed morning when we awake in 
His likeness. God is fitting us for 
eternity. The crippled child asked

its mother, “ W hy did God make me 
like this?” The wise mother an
swered, “ God is not finished with you 
yet, for He is still making you .” 
Eternity will give us the full and 
glorious answer. As Paul has said, 
“ Now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face.”

[Much of the theme of this message is 
credited to a booklet Why Do the Righteous 
Suffer? by Dr. John R. Church.]

Sermon Subjects for February
From the Editor

Isaiah 55:1-8

Subjects
1. G ood N ew s for T hirsting Souls 1.

2. P oor M en in  the M arket P lace 2.

3. Squandering L ife ’s D ollars 3.

4. T he S inners T ake -H ome P a y  4.

5. G od’s D iet for L ean Souls 5.

6. L ife  f o r  Dead S o u ls  6.

7. G od ’s Sure C oven an t 7.

8. The Time t o  Seek th e  L ord  8.

9. C on d ition s  f o r  a D ivine P ardon  9.

Scriptures
v. 1, Ho, every  one that thirsteth, 

come y e  to the waters . . . 
v. 1, . . .  he that hath no m oney; 

come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk with
out m oney and without price. 

v. 2, W herefore do ye spend m oney 
for that which is not bread? . . . 

v. 2, . . . and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not? . . . 

v. 2, . . . hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. 

v. 3, Incline your ear. and come unto 
m e: hear, and your soul shall 
live . . .

v. 3, . . .  I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the 
sure m ercies of David. 

v. 6, Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye  upon him xchile 
he is near: 

v. 7, Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he ivill have 
m ercy . . . he will abundantly 
pardon.
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SER M O N W O R K SH O P

Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

B e a t it u d e s  fop. C h u r c h  M e m b e r s

1. Blessed is he who will not strain 
at a drizzle and swallow a downpour.

2. Blessed is he who tries a little 
harder when all around say, “ It can’t 
be done.”

3. Blessed is he whose program con
tains prayer meeting night.

4. Blessed is he who serves faithfully 
on a committee.

5. Blessed is the church official who 
is not pessimistic.

— Religious Telescope

G o o d  O b j e c t i v e s

1. Strive to keep these things clear:
Your eyes 
Your complexion 
Your conscience

2. Strive to keep these things sol't:
Your hair 
Your hands 
Your heart

3. Strive to keep these things clean:
Your lips 
Your name 
And your mind

— Bulletin exchange

S e n t e n c e  S e r m o n s

A rainy night should insure the 
prayer meeting against being dry. Only 
the most spiritual will be there.

Curiosity took Zacchaeus up a tree, 
but love brought him down. What he 
lacked in stature he made up in speed.

All men live in one of two tents— 
content or discontent.

God never alters the robe of right
eousness to fit any man.

—Selected
’"Pastor, Waco, Texas.
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A  F a i t h f u l  M o t h e r

It is said that Catherine Booth before 
she was twelve years old had read the 
Bible through from cover to cover, 
eight times. “ Was it for this that I had 
nursed her?” exclaimed her mother, 
when she saw many being moved by 
her handling of the Word.— Selected.

H ow t h e  S h e p h e r d  K n o w s

A  missionary, meeting a shepherd in 
one of the wildest parts of Lebanon, 
asked him if he knew all the sheep. He 
replied, “Master, if you were to put a 
cloth over my eyes and bring me any 
sheep and only let me put my hands on 
its face, I could tell in a moment if it 
were mine or not.” Jesus said: “ I know 
my sheep . . .” (John 10:14). “ Your 
Father knoweth” (Luke 12:30.—Anon.

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n

A  man on Sunday morning asked the 
druggist for change for a quarter. “ Cer
tainly,” he replied, “ and I hope you 
enjoy the sermon.”

Said the man, “ I didn’t see you in 
church last Sunday.”

“ I know you didn’t,” replied the other, 
"I was taking up the collection.”—Anon.

R a y m o n d  B r o w n i n g  O n c e  S a id

“ The devil hasn’t had to make a new 
excuse in a thousand years. He has 
them like Ford parts up there on a 
shelf.

“ Shamgar saw six hundred Philistines 
coming after him and swapped ends 
with the ox-goad and said: ‘I’ll do the 
best I can.’ ”
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Food for Mind and Heart

From J. B. Chapman

T e s t in g

While the grind gets the quitters, the 
grind polishes the persistent. Heaven is 
inhabited by those who have been 
“purified, made white, and tried.”

L if e

Life is today, death is tonight, eternity 
is tomorrow. Day stands for labor, night 
for rest, and tomorrow for rewards. But 
without labor there can be neither rest 
nor reward.

G o d ’ s  P r e s e n c e

But when we see God upon His 
throne we may be sure that He has 
not just now taken the throne, nor will 
He leave it ever. He is God when it is 
dark, just as He is when it is light.

A  lions’ den with God is better than 
a castle without His presence. A  fur
nace in the company of Jesus is happier 
than a garden of herbs in which one 
must walk alone.

T h e  L o w l y  J e s u s

Jesus stands in Mary’s path, not as 
a Caesar, nor as a Plato, nor as Croesus, 
but as a humble, hard-working Gar
dener. From which I learn that Christ 
is in special sympathy with every hand 
that toils, every foot that tramps, every 
back that bends, every brow that sweats, 
and every heart that aches.

H o l i n e s s

Freedom from sin marks the minimum 
boundary line of the grace of holiness, 
but there is no maximum at which the 
devout must stop.
36 (84)

P r a y e r

It seems a strange thing to say, but 
the truth is there is a tendency on our 
part to hold ourselves in the presence of 
God, as though we could keep Him from 
knowing the deepest secrets of our 
hearts. We have not really “ prayed in 
secret” until we have opened our 
hearts fully and freely in communion 
with Him.

sjs jj: H*

S e l f - p i t y

It is not ours to solicit sympathy, no 
matter how low ly our estate; for with 
God for us, everybody and everything 
is for us.

I m m o r t a l i t y

I believe in a future life because I 
believe in the integrity of God, and a 
God of integrity could not mock His 
creatures by revealing a shadow which 
has no corresponding substance.

T r i a l s

God has not promised that our mines 
shall yield nothing but gold; but He has 
promised that we ourselves shall come 
out of the furnace as refined gold.

S e r v ic e

My religion demands that I identify 
myself with the deep needs of dying 
humanity, and that I serve my day and 
generation as God shall show me how, 
without respect to the approval or dis
approval of those whom I seek to save 
and to serve.

— S u b m i t t e d  b y  S a m u e l  Y o u n g
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P R E A C H IN G  P R O G R A M for February

February 3, 1957 
Morning Subject: THE STEWARDSHIP OF SPIRIT

S c r ip t u r e : Matt. 25:14-30; T e x t : Matt. 5:16
I n t r o d u c t io n : “ Stewardship” includes our inner life or personality, 

which we shall refer to as man’s “ spirit.”
I. T h e  S p i r i t 's  C u r e

A. Man was created perfect (Eph. 4 :24 ), but sin produced a 
malady that has spoiled the health of the soul.

B. God has provided a cure for the malady.
1. The new birth (John 3: 3 ).
2. Sanctification (Eph. 5:25-27).

II. T h e  S p i r i t ’s W o r k

A. Text: “ Let your light so shine.”
1. The spirit of man is G od ’s tool for Kingdom building 

(Prov. 20:27).
B. A  Christian must improve his “ spirit” as a good steward

(I Pet. 4 :10 ).
1. Includes the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5 :22).

III . T h e  S p i r i t 's H e l p e r

A. Sanctification does not preclude future help (Rom. 8 :26).
B. How God fought for Israel (I Kings 20).

— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r , Pastor 
Nampa, Idaho

Evening Subject: DETHRONED POWERS

S c r ip t u r e : Matt. 10:32-39; T e x t : Matt. 10:39 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

God cannot make us do right and Satan cannot force us to do evil. 
H owever, the carnal self has the ascendancy in the human heart. 
This self must be “ dethroned” to please God.

I. T h e  H u m i l i a t i o n  o f  S u r r e n d e r

A. Many sing the praise of Christ, but their homage is only lip 
service.

B. Behind every stubborn will is the will of Satan.
II. T h e  C o s t  o f  S u r r e n d e r

A. Perfect peace will cost you everything.
B. Man does not need freedom, but a Master!

III. T h e  G l o r y  o f  S u r r e n d e r

A. He who gives up self-rule for God-rule gains everything.
B. If peace, happiness, and security can come only through sur

render, then why not surrender?
— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r
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February 10, 1957

S c r ip t u r e : Acts 9:36-42; T e x t : Eccles. 9:10 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

W e have a responsibility to God and others in the proper use of 
our native abilities (Matt. 25:14-30; I Cor. 3 :8 ).

I. G o d ’ s  G if t s

A. Each person is divinely endowed. None are deprived of talent. 
Illustration: Dorcas of the scripture lesson made her life ’s 
work that of sewing for widows and orphans.

B. Self-evaluation is necessary.
Illustration: G od’s quest for M oses’ talents (Exod. 4 :2 ).

II. M a n ’ s O p p o r t u n it ie s

A. God is offering investment opportunities for God-given abili
ties.

B. The least talented can accomplish great things even if handi
capped.

III . G l o r io u s  R e s u l t s

A. One does not work for God for nothing (I Cor. 3 :8 ).
B. God will lengthen your usefulness. Miracle perform ed upon 

Dorcas.
— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Evening Subject: TOWARD THE MARK

S c r ip t u r e : Phil. 3:7-14; T e x t : Phil. 3:12 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

Christian perfection is twofold: (1) perfection of the heart, and
(2) perfection of outward deportment. It will take a “ heap-o- 
livin ’ ” to hew out a perfect life. The emphasis of the text is upon 
apprehending or “ laying hold upon” that m ore perfect life.

I. A  P r e s e n t  A w a r e n e s s

A. “ Not as though I had already attained.”
1. No one has “ arrived” at the highest for his life.

B. A  true sign of sainthood is a sense of “ much more land to be 
possessed.”

II . A  P l a n n e d  G o a l

A. “ That for which I was apprehended [was laid hold upon] by 
Jesus Christ.”
1. Saul’s previous ambition changed by the Damascus Road 

experience.
B. Human plans are uncertain. G od ’s plan means success.

III. A  P r e s s in g  A m b it i o n

“ I press toward the mark.”
A. Religion will do little good until it possesses you.
B. To get most out of religion, you must put your best in.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Morning Subject: THE STEWARDSHIP OF ABILITY
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February 17, 1957

S c r ip t u r e : II Pet. 3:1-14; T e x t : II  Pet. 3:11 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

Just as certainly as we are responsible for use of our possessions, 
we are to be careful stewards of our time. In the truest sense 
we are all living on borrow ed time.

I. R e c o g n it io n

“ Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved.”
A. W e must realize that all material things are passing.
B. The admonition is to “ redeem the time.” Buy it up and invest 

it for eternity.
II . R e s o l u t io n

A. People should resolve to be the persons they “ ought . . .  to 
be.”

B. Systematize time. A void  waste.
III . R e f o r m a t io n

“ In all holy conversation and godliness.”
A. Personal habits will be improved.
B. Church will prosper through careful stewards of time.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Morning Subject: THE STEWARDSHIP OF TIME

Evening Subject: THE DIVINE VACCINE

S c r ip t u r e : Heb. 9:11-14; Exod. 12:3-5; 7:12-13
T e x t : Zech. 13:1
I n t r o d u c t io n :

On April 12, 1955, after many years of research, from the Univer
sity of Michigan the news was released that the Salk polio vaccine 
was safe, effective, and potent. However, the virus of polio is not 
nearly so deadly as the virus of sin, which has permeated the 
whole human race. Let us observe the divine vaccine as the 
potent cure for sin.

I. T i ie  P r o m is e  o f  a  P o t e n t  C u r e

A. For centuries the cure was prophesied.
B. The Salk vaccine finished the search for polio’s cure.

1. The Cross provided the “ blood-red” divine vaccine which 
finished the promised cure.

II . T h e  E f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  V a c c in e

A. The Salk vaccine was to be 80 to 90 per cent effective.
B. The divine vaccine is 100 per cent effective (Hebrews 10; 

I John 1 :7 ).
I II . T h e  O n l y  A l t e r n a t iv e — O n l y  R e m e d y

A. The Salk vaccine is the only effective rem edy for polio.
B. The blood of Christ is the only rem edy for sin.

1. Education, money, culture— all come short.
2. There is safety in the blood of Christ.

— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r  
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February 24, 1957

S c r ip t u r e : II Cor. 9:6-15; T e x t : Luke 6:38 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

The Christian should not give of his m oney to help the church 
but rather because he cannot please God unless he does. It is 
one of the most important keys to spiritual victory.

I. T h e  P l a n  o f  G iv in g

A. God has an orderly plan of K ingdom  support (Mai. 3:10; 
Lev. 27:30; I Chron. 31 :5 ).

B. The admonition to bring the tithe into the storehouse makes 
the church, G od ’s depository.

II. T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  G iv in g

A. This is the philosophy of Jesus.
1. The world says, “ K eep if you want to get.”

Jesus said, “ Give, and it shall be given unto you .”
B. The law of giving works.

III . T h e  P a r a d o x  o f  G iv in g

A. Lose your life, and you will save it.
1. “ Give, and it shall be given.”

B. G od ’s ways are often contrary to ours.
1. Let go and let God have His way.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Morning Subject: THE STEWARDSHIP OF MONEY

Evening Subject: THE PATH OF FULFILLMENT
S c r ip t u r e s  Eph. 4:1-13
T e x t : I . .  . b eseech  you  . . . that y e  w alk w orth y  of th e voca tion  

w h erew ith  y e  are called.
I n t r o d u c t io n :

The fourth chapter of Ephesians divides itself into three parts: 
(1) vv. 1-6 speak of one’s relationship to God; (2) vv. 7-24 speak 

of one’s capabilities and the contribution they should make;
(3) vv. 25-32 give a picture of the total influence of a conse
crated individual.

I. T h e  P a t h  o f  I n t e g r it y

A. To fulfill G od ’s best, one must have an inner life that is right 
with God.

B. A  right relationship to God will give poise and balance 
(Isa. 26: 3 ).

II . T h e  P a t h  o f  I n v e s t m e n t

A. W orthwhile living includes personal investment in the matter 
of service.

B. Divine love in the heart will motivate to unselfish service.
III . T h e  P a t h  o f  I n f l u e n c e

A. W e cannot avoid this path, but we can regulate it.
B. There is unconscious influence radiating from  good lives.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r
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^ S t lW

GOD WILL W ORK— WHEN?

S c r ip t u r e : Judges 4— 5

T e x t : Praise y e  the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people 
willingly offered  them selves  (Judg. 5 :2 ).

I n t r o d u c t io n : Chapter 4
A. Israel in trouble again.
B. The meeting under the palm tree.
C. Jabin defeated.

I. G o d ’s  V ic t o r y -— G od  W il l  A v e n g e  H is  P e o p l e .
A. God brought the victory to Israel. He did this many times. 

Moses and the Exodus, Joshua and Jericho, Gideon, etc.
B. W ill bring victory to the church. Revivals, needy lands, etc.
C. W ill bring victory to the individual. David and the giant, 

Daniel in the lions’ den, the three H ebrew children.
II. G o d ’s  T im e t a b l e — “ W h e n  t h e  P e o p l e  W i l l i n g l y  O f f e r e d  T h e m 

s e l v e s .”
A. God must have a channel through which to work. Here the 

people offered themselves. W e w orked and prayed for our 
service.

B. V ictory comes to the church— when we willingly give our
selves.

C. To the individual. Daniel prayed three times a day. The 
H ebrew children w ould not bow  down, and God gave them 
victory.

C o n c l u s i o n : Review : There is  one word in our language which 
carries its own reward. The w ord is  “ now .”  Turned around it 
spells “ W ON .” Do it now  willingly, and you will have won the 
victory.

— H o w a r d  S a y e s , Missionary 
Trinidad

THE TRUE MOTIVE FOR SERVICE

S c r ip t u r e : Exod. 35:20-29
T e x t : The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord 

(Exod. 35: 29a).
I n t r o d u c t io n : Context

A. The plans to build a place of true worship.
B. They wanted no m ore golden calves.
C. To do this takes effort and gifts.
D. They must com e from  the heart.

I. I n c l u d e s  E v e r y o n e . A l l  W e r e  I n v it e d  t o  W o r k  ( v . 1 ) .
A. Moses invited all the people to give.
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B. In every church there are those who say, “ Let others do it.” 
But the Lord invites all to work.

II. S h o u l d  B e t h e  B e s t  (v. 21-27).
A. Each brought his best.
B. W e must do our best. Some can pray, others can pay, others 

can invite. But we must put forth our best efforts.
III. S h o u l d  B e  D o n e  W i l l i n g l y  ( v v . 21, 29).

A. Hearts were stirred to the need. The w orld needs men and 
women who are stirred to action.

B. Their spirits made them willing. They wanted to do it. When 
we are filled with the Spirit, we will want to w ork for Jesus.

C. New Testament standard: II Cor. 9:7.
C o n c l u s io n : Unto the Lord. Not selfishly done, but out of love.

— H o w a r d  S a y e s

MUST GIVE OUT TO KEEP FULL

S c r ip t u r e : II  Kings 4:1-6
T e x t : And the oil stayed  ( I I  Kings 4: 6 c ) .
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A. W idow  was a follow er of God (v. 1).
B. Called upon God and the prophet.
C. She was in debt.

I. M u s t  B e F il l e d  F ir s t  ( v . 2).
A. W idow had a pot of oil.
B. Oil, type of the Spirit.
C. W e must be filled with the Spirit (Acts 1 :8 ).

II. M u s t  F in d  E m p t y  V e s s e l s  ( v . 3).
A. Sons went out to borrow  vessels.
B. Vessels represent sinners, believers, and others.
C. W e must go out after them. Go out and com pel them to come 

in. (See Matt. 22:9-10; Luke 14:21-23.)
III . M u s t  G iv e  O u t  t o  G e t  ( v . 5 ) .

A. As the woman filled the vessels, the pot remained full.
B. W e are to give the gospel (Luke 6: 38).
C. The more we tell others of Christ, the more He blesses us.

— -Ho w a r d  S a y e s

S e l f - e x p r e s s io n

It is better to write one poor poem than to memorize Shakespeare. 
It is better to play a musical saw yourself than m erely be able to 
identify every m elody in Beethoven. To ow n the smallest talent is 
greater than to be a cultural hanger-on.— H a l  B o y l e , Associated Press 
columnist.
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Sermons on the Beatitudes

1. RICHES OF THE POOR

S c r ip t u r e : Matt. 5:3

In t r o d u c t io n : Christ begins His sermon, chapters 5— 7, with bless
ings. The O.T. ended by suggesting a curse. Our great High 
Priest blesses. Note some of the benedictions in this sermon, 
often called “ The Constitution of Christianity.”

I. T h is  O p e n in g  S t a t e m e n t  (T e x t ) Is D esign ed  to  R e c t if y  t h e  
W rong  C o n c e p t io n s  a n d  R u in o u s  N o t io n s  a n d  P ra c tic e s  of 
B l in d , C a r n a l , a n d  W o r ld ly - m in d e d  M e n .
A. They say: Blessed are the rich, the affluent, the great, the 

honorable, the mighty, that spend their days in mirth, pleasure, 
luxury, material comforts; that eat the fat of the land, live in 
ease and plenty; happy the people in such a case.

B. Christ corrects the fundamental error, however paradoxical it 
may seem, and gives to us quite another notion and concept 
of blessedness.

II. I t  Is D esign ed  to  R em ove  t h e  D isc o u r a g e m e n t s  of  t h e  W e a k  
an d  P oor  W h o  R eceive  t h e  G o sp e l .
A. Christ always loved the poor and ministered unto them.
B. The eighth chapter of Matthew is filled with incidents.

III. It  I s D esign ed  to  I n v it e  S o u ls  to  C h r is t .
A. W e must com e as needy creatures— poor, undone, unworthy.
B. Humility precedes conversion.

IV . I t  Is D esign ed  to  T e a c h  U s to  B e H u m b l e  and  L o w l y  in  H eart  
a n d  L if e .
A. Job was poor in spirit when he blessed God for taking away, 

as well as giving.
B. Laodiceans were poor in spiritual things while outwardly rich 

in worldly goods.
V . T h is  P o v e rty  of  S p ir it  Is P u t  F ir st  A m o n g  t h e  C h r is t ia n  

G r a c e s .
A. The philosophers did not reckon humility among the virtues, 

but Christ put it first.
B. Self-denial is the first lesson to be learned in the school of 

Christ.
C. Those who would build high must begin low.

VI. N ote  t h e  P o s s e s sio n s  of  t h e  H u m b l e .
A. They are a happy people. W esley translates “ blessed” as 

“ happy.”
B. They possess the kingdom of Christ.

(1 ) Kingdom  of grace (Rom . 1 4 :1 7 ) .
C. They will ultimately possess the Kingdom  of glory (Luke 

1 7 :2 0 -2 2 ; Eph. 1 :1 4 ) .
— E. E. W o r d s w o r t h , Pastor 

Goldendale, Washington
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THE DIVINE ELECTION

(A  concern of the Triune God)
S c r i p t u r e : I Peter 1: 2

I. According to the Foreknow ledge of God— T h e  F a t h e r

II. In Sanctification of the Spirit— T h e  S p i r i t

III. Unto Obedience and Sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ—  
T h e  S o n

It takes the whole Trinity to satisfy the heart of man.
— R .  E. P r i c e , Professor  

Pasadena College

THE GREAT SALVATION

S c r i p t u r e : I P e t e r  1:3-5
I. B o r n  A n e w  (1 :3 )— I n i t i a l  S a l v a t i o n

I I . To t h e  I n h e r i t a n c e  o f  H o l i n e s s  (1 :4 )— F u l l  S a l v a t i o n  
( c f .  A c t s  20: 32)

III. K e p t  T h r o u g h  F a i t h  (1 :5 )— F i n a l  S a l v a t i o n  
G u a r d e d

F o r  a  F i n a l  S a l v a t i o n

— R .  E. P r ic e

THE INCORRUPTIBLE INHERITANCE

S c r i p t u r e : I Peter 1: 4-5
I. I ts  N a t u r e

A. Incorruptible, Imperishable
B. Undefiled
C. Unfading

(Cf. the fading wreath given to the Olym pic victor.)
II. I t s  G u a r a n t e e

A. An inheritance in heaven
B. An inheritance now — “ Ready to be revealed in a time of 

extrem ity.”
C. A n  inheritance doubly guaranteed—

1. Guarded by the power of God
2. K ept by faith

It is not enough to have it kept for us; we must be kept 
for it. (Cf. Peter’s fall and restoration and establish
ment.)

— R. E. P r ic e
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THE MASTER CALLS FOR THEE

S c r ip t u r e : John 11:17
T e x t : The Master is com e, and calleth for thee (John 11: 2 8 ) .  

I n t r o d u c t io n : To “ call” is to summon officially, invite, or request. 
It suggests imperativeness and personal in comparison to the word 
"speak.” Hence the Master’s call becomes the call of both life 
and death.

Let us consider the calls:
I. T h e  C a l l  o f  P h y s i c a l  L if e

A. Comes not by choice of our own.
B. Not by our appointed time.

II. T h e  C a l l  t o  S p ir i t u a l  L if e

A. It makes a difference what we believe.
B. Is sincerity enough?
C. W e must believe the right thing (verse 27). Yea, Lord , 1 

believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God.
III. T h e  C a l l  o f  L i f e  E t e r n a l

A. The believer shall never die (verse 26).
B. Life eternal swings on hinge of life spiritual.
C. Present life determines future destiny.

IV. T h e  C a l l  o f  D e a t h

A. Again it is not ours to choose.
B. H ow ever it is certain (Heb. 9 :27 ).
C. Can be a blessing.

1. The death of a Christian (Num. 23:10).
C o n c l u s i o n : W e do not choose to die— but we choose the way we die.

F l o y d  H. P o u n d s , Pastor 
M enomonie, Wisconsin

REFUGE IN THE ROCK

T e x t : W hen m y heart is overwhelmedI: lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I (Ps. 61:2 ).

I n t r o d u c t io n : Life ’s extremes are happiness and grief. In the hour 
of grief we are made to feel:
A. The inadequacy of the human.
B. The sufficiency of the divine.

I. I t  I s  W e ig h t y — the promises of Christ.
A. No wavering— real stability.
B. Strength of omnipotence in the arms which come to our aid.

II. A  R o c k  o f  D e f e n s e — “ I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge
and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.”
A. Problem s will come.
B. Things we cannot understand.
C. Y et we can trust.
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III. I t  Is P e r m a n e n t .
A. Other foundations will crumble, but not the Rock.
B. Hopes built on anything else are but sinking sand.
C. W e may tremble— but not the Rock!

C o n c l u s io n : In this your hour of extrem e grief, seek refuge and 
com fort in Christ. He is the Hope of earth and the Joy of heaven.

C. W. E l k i n s , Pastor 
M obile, Alabama

THE TWELVE-YEAR-OLD BOY JESUS 
AND HOW HE SURPRISED HIS PARENTS

(Children’s Message)
S c r ip t u r e : Luke 2:42-52; T e x t : Luke 2:44
I n t r o d u c t io n : From  Jesus the Babe to the B oy at twelve, we know 

only this: “ And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him”  (Luke 
2 :40 ). The hidden years at Nazareth meant a lot to Him. His 
parents were faithful at church. Jesus had a good home, parents, 
background.

I. J e s u s  L o s t  i n  t h e  T e m p l e

A. A  most unusual place to lose the Saviour.
B. A  most unusual time— the feast.
C. A  most unusual manner— while worshiping.
Jesus was not lost himself; but as far as His parents were con
cerned, He was.

II. T h e  B o y  J e s u s  F o u n d  A g a i n
A. He does not go away from  us; we go from  Him.

1. W e go about our pleasures.
2. W e go about interests of the flesh.
3. Like sheep: “ W e nibble ourselves lost.”

B. He was found just where He was left.
1. Have you left Him for things for yourself?
2. Have you  left Him because you wanted to do some things 

you knew He wouldn’t like?
C. He was found about His “ Father’s business.”

III. W h a t  H e  M e a n t  b y  “ M y  F a t h e r ’ s  B u s i n e s s ”
A. The Father’s business is, first, to seek the lost sheep, like the 

Good Shepherd.
B. The Father’s business is to get us safe once again in the fold 

of salvation.
C. The Father’s business is to make us over anew, until we are 

really His children.
C o n c l u s io n : His business here in our town, our church, our hearts.

He wants you to be saved, sanctified, victorious.
He is yearning to do this for someone tonight.

— N e l s o n  G. M i n k
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B R IE F S

Book Club Selection for February, 1957
STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF JONAH
By James H. K ennedy  (Broadman, $1.75)

Frequently of late our men have requested books of a Bible study 
nature. There is a decided swing toward Biblical preaching. People are 
hungry to hear “The W ord” expounded. Jonah is one of the most delightful 
books for sermonic material. It fairly oozes human interest and sparkles 
with plot and counterplot.

Kennedy has given us a conservative study, studded with spiritual 
insight. Each chapter really becomes a splendid sermon suggestion and 
there are eight chapters. True, in the second chapter he reveals his Calvin
ism, but on the whole there is very little doctrinal objection. To be honest, 
the author had a hard time forgetting that he was a seminary professor 
and his language is all too much the style of a ponderous “ man of learning.” 
And with his pedantic style he lacks the incisive clarity that we enjoy in 
a book.

Nevertheless here is a splendid book of “ sermon ingredients.”
HORIZONS FOR OLDER PEOPLE
By George Gleason (MacMillan, $2.95)

A  vast source of information on the problems of the rapidly growing 
older population. Not totally devoted to the spiritual ministry, but it does 
outline the responsibility of the church in ct -ing for the loneliness of our 
older people. A lso deals with group programs, housing, hobbies, recrea
tion. Opens up a new avenue of service for the church and will open the 
eyes of any reader to the increasing need for attention to the lonely hearts 
who are cut off from the hubbub of bustling life at the heyday.
PERSONAL EVANGELISM
By J. C. Macaulay and Robert H. Belten  (M oody, $3.25)

A n extensive text on the theme of personal evangelism. Not much 
original about the treatment. Doctrinally it is dominantly Calvinistic, and 
carries an independent tone relative to church membership. Would not 
support or encourage denominational loyalties. Too much straw to thresh 
for the wheat available.
MRS. MINISTER
By Olive K nox  (Westminster, $3.00)

In recent years there has been quite a heavy flow of books portraying 
the minister’s wife with her joys and sorrows. MRS. MINISTER is another 
in that growing procession. However, it is not one of the best, by a con
siderable measurement.

It tells the story of the struggle of a Presbyterian minister’s wife who 
came from  Canada to join her husband in the United States. To her, 
“Mrs. Minister” was the highest role she could ever desire; but sad to say, 
“Papa” could never quite get the farm out of his system. So the story 
is the battle between the minister’s love for the farm and his w ife’s love for 
the manse. It is related by one of the eight children in a very heart
warming way. The story lacks an evangelical tone, and throughout there 
are several objectionable features which would certainly spoil the book as 
a gift item, although one reading it for himself could screen these out and 
in that manner derive considerable benefit from the story as a whole.
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CHRIST FOR A  WORLD LIKE THIS
T. F. Gullixson (Augsburg, $1.50)

Here is a practical book dealing with real life. Its theology is Lutheran, 
but the very heart of these essays is not primarily concerned with theology; 
they face the stern facts of human existence and meet man’s needs in all 
areas of life.

These are spiritual essays coming to grips with the age in which we 
live. Sin and grace, Christ and the sinner, are vividly contrasted. It is 
a realistic presentation of the individual man and world needs.

E. E. W o r d s w o r t h

HOW TO RUN A SUNDAY SCHOOL
Angelyn B. Sutherland (Revell, $2.00)

This book is orthodox in all that it presents. The writer is evangelistic 
in her consideration of the various topics. It is a book that any Nazarene 
can read with distinct profit. There is nothing objectionable in it. Naturally 
it does not give specific help for our own denominational needs. It deals 
in principles and not in denominational particulars. As a supplemental 
book to denominational aids this is very helpful.

LAYM EN AT WORK
By George Stoll (Abingdon Press, $1.75)

Surveys the work of aroused laymen in Louisville, Kentucky, who are 
helping to bring about better social and political conditions by active, co 
operative interest in social institutions— prisons, courts, hospitals, etc.

The book is well written, and calculated to disturb the complacency 
of pastors and laymen who simply shrug off undesirable conditions in the 
institutions of their cities as if nothing could be done. Outlining a program 
of social action, the book is silent on doctrinal and theological matters.

This book will appeal chiefly to pastors and people in city areas, and 
only to those who perceive any value in co-operative effort with Ministerial 
Alliances and interchurch groups to eliminate social evils and degrading 
conditions wherever possible.

It will make you sit up and think with its reminder that Jesus called 
His disciples the salt of the earth, not of the Church.

W. E. M c C u m b e r

FIFTEEN HUNDRED THEMES FOR SERIES PREACHING
By William Goulooze (Baker, $2.50)

The distinctive value of this book is the sweep and scope of possible 
sermon series. A lso the strong emphasis on series preaching. The first 
chapter gives quite a lot of know -how  on preparing sermon series.

But the sermon themes are very skeletal. In places the author strains 
all practical barriers to make a series out of an inadequate idea. Still 
there are vast numbers of worthy series ideas. And if it starts some men 
on the path of series preaching—that may well be permanent profit.

MAGNIFY YOUR OFFICE
By Clyde Merrill Maguire (Boardman, $2.00)

For pastors who like to really make something of installation services 
each fall, this is a “ find.” There are thirty-three installation services: 
nine for Sunday school, four for missionary groups, many of miscellaneous 
nature. Each has a preparation— an idea to spark the service and make 
it unforgettable; also suggested hymns, and the installation service care
fully outlined.

Workers in the church merit the best in installations. And the pastor 
who “magnifies” the office finds happier workers. This book will provide 
help for years and years to come.
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