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I.  TUTORIAL 
The latest vision of the Web, as espoused by the term Web 2.0, is of a participatory environment 
that facilitates the collaborative creation, sharing and retrieval of content and information.  While 
there appears to be pedagogical value in introducing Web 2.0 technologies into the classroom, 
the challenge is to find a way to embrace the free-flowing fluid Web in such a way that facilitates 
learning.  This tutorial explores folksonomies and the use of tagging as an approach to facilitate 
the teaching/learning process. 

The following topics will be covered: 

Definition of tags - Tags are terms a user assigns to a resource as a way to aid in finding that 
resource later.  Tags may be associated to Web pages, images or any other type of resource 
located on the Web.   

Introduction to folksonomy and social bookmarking – Folksonomy, or the collaborative 
creation of tags, will be defined and the idea behind social bookmarking will be explored. 

Discussion on creating a tagging structure - There are no hard and fast rules for building a 
tagging structure but applying logic and organization to the creation of tag names makes tagging 
more effective.  Issues such as reducing tag name ambiguity, balancing specificity with usability 
and utilizing vocabulary control to address issues with synonyms and homonyms.  

Overview of the rules of tagging – Operationalizing a tagging structure requires adherence to 
specific tag naming conventions.   

Demonstration of social bookmarking sites – Several social bookmarking sites exists each 
with specific strengths and weaknesses.  This demonstration will explore four different sites: 
Stumble Upon, a populace site , Delicious, the most widely used social bookmarking site, Branify, 
designed specifically for the academic market and CiteULike, a sophisticated social bookmarking 
site that incorporates metadata into the tagging process. 

The tutorial will conclude with a discussion on the use of tagging and social bookmarking in the 
classroom and sample assignments will be shared.  This will be an interactive tutorial session.  
Attendees are encouraged to bring their laptops and to plan to participate in group work. 
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