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PANEL 8

Accounting Information Systems

Chair: Theodore J. Mock
University of Southern California

Panelists: Richard O. Mason, Southern Methodist University
F. Warren McFarlan, Harvard University, Editor, MIS
Quarterly
Joseph W. Wilkinson, Arizona State University, Editor,
Journal of Information Systems

This panel will discuss a number of issues related to the "field" or "domain” of accounting infor-
mation systems (AIS). The general question to be debated is: "Is there a valid, well-founded, cogent
field of research and practice that we are willing to label AIS?" If so, what are the scope and
boundaries of AIS research? What are the peculiar characteristics of AIS and how do they differ
from information systems (or MIS) as a field of inquiry?

The panel will be conducted as an informally structured debate with Professors Mason and McFar-
lan taking the more general information systems perspective and Professors Mock and Wilkinson
delineating the AIS point of view.

The journal editors will also have the opportunity to discuss editorial issues and interests related to
potential AlS research and publication.
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