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Editorial: Welcoming Contributions on Topical Themes in Information
Svstems Research

EDITORIAL

The plethora of topical research themes in the information systems (IS) field is often considered a challenge, as they
make it difficult to establish an intellectual core for the discipline. Topical themes, however, also have the potential to
develop the field in important ways. IS research investigates the design, use, and impact of information technology
(IT), and topical themes focus on novel matters, such as those related to a domain, technology, or methodology in IS
research. As such, research on topical themes is often both innovative and highly relevant. While investigating novel
IT-related phenomena brings diversity to IS research, it also accelerates it and fosters the contributions our fields
makes to society. Leaving the beaten track helps to align our research agendas with dynamically changing societal
requirements and socio-technological opportunities.

Even so, investigating topical themes has limitations and brings challenges, the most important of which is these
themes’ integration with extant knowledge. Researchers can use four principles—conceptualization, contribution, IT
orientation, and contextualization—to position topical themes in IS research.

1. Conceptualization: Research must clearly identify and conceptualize the phenomena at the core of a
topical theme. For example, IT-related phenomena may be investigated in domains such as commerce,
government, health, or banking, or in functions such as accounting, marketing, or logistics, and they may
come with challenges such as sustainability, agility, or innovativeness. Methodology can also constitute a
topical theme; for example, as when research leverages neurophysiological data or naturally occurring data
as strategies of inquiry. Accordingly, conceptualizing emerging phenomena, including their scopes and
boundaries, allows a new research theme to be justified against related research.

2. Contribution: Topical-themed research must present clear arguments regarding a theme’s value
proposition—that is, what we can learn from the new research focus. Researchers must also demonstrate
that their research will add a critical mass of expected value to the body of knowledge. They need to
demonstrate to what extent a new research theme may advance IS research and practice or, in wider terms,
increase the societal value of IS research. For example, the study of new research themes has the potential
to clarify IS phenomena, and such studies may also have a high normative value, especially if they focus on
specific requirements in a domain or on recent innovations in IT.

3. IT orientation: Research must account for IT’s role because topical themes must have the design, use, or
impact of IT at their core to qualify as IS research. For instance, studying innovative IT applications in
functional areas can improve IS design practices, and new research methodologies can bring fresh insights
into the use of IT applications. However, IT’s role must be addressed clearly, research must be grounded in
extant research, and results must be compared with previous findings.

4. Contextualization: In an IT-oriented field such as IS, topical themes are typically linked to other fields. This
relationship must be made clear when researchers provide background for their studies and when they
interpret their results. Even highly innovative research must be grounded in the academic literature: topical
themes may encompass notions and concepts that have been studied in other areas under other labels, so
a thorough literature review should cover works from related, more-established fields.

While a timely consideration of contemporary challenges can increase the societal value brought about by our field,
it is difficult to publish research on topical themes if these four criteria are not met. The criteria can thus support
researchers in their effort to present innovative studies to the IS community.

Against this background, JITTA fosters research and discourse on topical themes in IS research. Apart from
research papers on topical themes, which we welcome as regular submissions, we have introduced a special
section that features standing calls for papers on selected themes in IS research, beginning with three themes: big
data analytics (led by Sudha Ram of the University of Arizona in the US), (2) business process management (led by
Jan Recker of Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia), and human-centered IS and NeurolS
(led by Rene Riedl of Johannes Kepler University in Linz, Austria). The senior editor leading each section will
introduce each theme with an opinion paper. JITTA’s rapid editorial cycles support a timely discourse on these
themes.
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The first paper in JITTA's current issue, Suggestions for the next wave of BPM research: Strengthening the
theoretical core and exploring the protective belt by Jan Recker, introduces the special section on BPM. The paper
presents a reflective, generative analysis of BPM research and contributing research programs from the viewpoint of
a theoretical paradigm that embraces analytical, empirical, explanatory, and design elements. Recker outlines a
BPM research program that seeks to develop BPM into a richer, more-inclusive, and overall more-significant field.
The paper shows how to strengthen BPM'’s core and how to derive new theory from BPM. It also argues for the role
of shared assumptions in BPM and the need to evaluate these assumptions to develop the field.

The second paper in the current issue, Content validity for knowledge management systems success models in
healthcare by Nor’ashikin Ali, Alexei Tretiakov, and Dick Whiddett, takes a quantitative approach to content validity
and investigates the success factors of knowledge management systems in healthcare contexts. The study adds to
the literature of content validity assessment by demonstrating the practicality of Lawshe’s technique for assessing
content validity when developing survey instruments.

I am grateful to all of the authors, reviewers, and editors who contributed to this issue and the research on topical
themes. | hope JITTA’s emphasis on topical research themes will lead to positive and dynamic developments in the
IS field.

REFERENCES

Recker, J. (2014). Suggestions for the next wave of BPM research: Strengthening the theoretical core and exploring
the protective belt. Journal of Information Technology Theory and Application, 15(2), 5—20.

Nor’ashikin A., Tretiakov, A., & Whiddett, D. (2014). Content validity for knowledge management systems success
models in healthcare. Journal of Information Technology Theory and Application, 15(2), 21-36.

Copyright © 2014 by the Association for Information Systems. Permission to make digital or hard copies of all or part
of this work for personal or classroom use is granted without fee provided that copies are not made or distributed for
profit or commercial advantage and that copies bear this notice and full citation on the first page. Copyright for
components of this work owned by others than the Association for Information Systems must be honored.
Abstracting with credit is permitted. To copy otherwise, to republish, to post on servers, or to redistribute to lists
requires prior specific permission and/or fee. Request permission to publish from: AIS Administrative Office, P.O.
Box 2712 Atlanta, GA, 30301-2712 Attn: Reprints or via e-mail from ais@aisnet.org

Volume 15 Issue 2 ®  Article 1

NOILIVOI'lIddY ANV AJOHH [, ADOTONHOH J, NOILVINIOAN]T 4O "TVNANO[




JOURNAL OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY THEORY AND APPLICATION

]ITTA

JOURNAL OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY THEORY AND APPLICATION

Editors-in-Chief

Marcus Rothenberger
University of Nevada Las Vegas

Mark Srite
University of Wisconsin — Milwaukee

Jan vom Brocke
University of Liechtenstein

Governing Board

Virpi Tuunainen
AIS Vice President for
Publications

Case Western Reserve
University

Lars Mathiassen

Georgia State University

Ken Peffers, Founding
Editor, Emeritus Editor-
in-Chief

University of Nevada Las Vegas

Douglas Vogel,
AIS President

City University of Hong Kong

Rajiv Kishore,
Emeritus Editor-in-
Chief

State University of New York,
Buffalo

Senior Advisory Board

Tung Bui

University of Hawaii

Gurpreet Dhillon

Virginia Commonwealth Univ

Brian L. Dos Santos

University of Louisville

Sirkka Jarvenpaa

University of Texas at Austin

Robert Kauffman

Arizona State University

Julie Kendall

Rutgers University

Ken Kendall

Rutgers University

Ting-Peng Liang

Nat Sun Yat-sen Univ, Kaohsiung

Ephraim McLean

Georgia State University

Timo Saarinen

Aalto Univ. School of Economics

Edward A. Stohr

Stevens Institute of Technology

J. Christopher Westland

HKUST

Senior Editors

Roman Beck University of Frankfurt Jerry Chang University of Nevada Las Vegas
Kevin Crowston Syracuse University Wendy Hui Curtin University

Karlheinz Kautz Copenhagen Business School Yong Jin Kim State Univ. of New York, Binghamton
Peter Axel Nielsen Aalborg University Balaji Rajagopalan Oakland University

Sudha Ram University of Arizona Jan Recker Queensland Univ of Technology
René RiedI University of Linz Nancy Russo Northern lllinois University

Jason Thatcher

Clemson University

Editoria

| Review Board

Murugan Anandarajan

Drexel University

F.K. Andoh-Baidoo

University of Texas Pan American

Patrick Chau

The University of Hong Kong

Brian John Corbitt

Deakin University

Khalil Drira

LAAS-CNRS, Toulouse

Lee A. Freeman

The Univ. of Michigan Dearborn

Peter Green

University of Queensland

Chang-tseh Hsieh

University of Southern Mississippi

Peter Kueng

Credit Suisse, Zurich

Glenn Lowry

United Arab Emirates University

David Yuh Foong Law

National Univ of Singapore

Nirup M. Menon

University of Texas at Dallas

Vijay Mookerjee University of Texas at Dallas David Paper Utah State University
Georg Peters Munich Univ of Appl. Sci. Mahesh S. Raisinghan University of Dallas
Rahul Singh U. of N. Carolina,Greensboro Jeffrey M. Stanton Syracuse University
Issa Traore University of Victoria, BC Ramesh Venkataraman Indiana University

Jonathan D. Wareham

Georgia State University

JITTA is a Publication of the Association for Information Systems

ISSN: 1532-3416

Volume 15 -

Issue 2

. Article 1




