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results were often tentative and provisional, a stage in a process rather than an end result.
There is, to borrow from Aumont (cited in Gibbons 2009) a fragile objective basis and a
large degree of projection involved in interpreting the work made. As research data they
will always remain uncertain, open, even puzzling, what Barthes calls “an agglutination
of symbols” (Barthes, 1998, p.70). Interpretation of the data rests on object analysis,
aesthetic evaluation, projection and veridical speculation, inter-textuality and the memory
of social engagements/encounters. As Barthes asserts,

the present task (in science, linguistics economics, and sociology)

is less to be sure of the main principles than to be able to describe

imbrications, relays, returns, additions, exceptions, paradoxes,

ruses: a task which very quickly becomes a combative one, since it

comes to grips with a henceforth reactionary force: reduction

(Barthes, 1985, p. 102).
In terms of all of the above approaches, the visual material created invites serious
_ interpretation on both denotative and connotative levels around the research questions of
campus community interaction. The fruits of this arts based inquiry awakens and
stimulates visual curiosity and are visually satisfying in that they were created by people
with creative art skills. Like Freirean codiﬁcations, they draw out generative themes from
the participants / spectators. Furthermore, the images can capture latent contradictions, an
immediate reaction, reveal an unexpected affinity, or present an accidental revelation.
The visual record of these memorable meetings in the Southend family resource centre
are thinking and doing simultaneously. Each of the activities was an immersive activity
of concentration that stimulated a different sense of awareness of one’s environment and
the people who were sharing the environment. The body language of arts based research
is completely different to formal interviewing, surveying or focus groups. If we
understand reflection as a noun primarily associated with an image thrown back from a
non-absorbing surface, then these coded works created over four weeks are reflections on
the research question about campus community dialogue and the road map of the possible
new collaborative journeys between the art school and the community organisation. I will
be analysing the visual material on many levels in this chapter but primarily I want to

reflect on campus community exchange and seek the basis for an action plan for the

academic year of 2009/10
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