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DIT'S AWARD-WINNING STUDENT NEWSPAPER, NOW IN A SMALLER FORMAT

FOND FAREWELLS

24-25

PORTLAND ROW & TEMPLE BAR
LEAVING THE CAMPUSES BEHIND

LEAD STORY

Decision to be
made next week
on whether
Broombridge
sinks or swims

Facility intended for all student organisations set
to cost millions more than originally predicted

You students are
always a tough
crowd

Approval must be found on how to cover
funding gap of over €3million, with the Student
Development Fund likely to bail out the project

Just wait 'til
you get to the
teachers...

Al McConnell
EDITOR

inal expectation of around €4-

4.5m in 2010, and a DIT predic-

tion of €6.5m in March 2012.
The SLC is to meet again next

DIT looks set to return to the Stu-
dent Development Fund (SDF) in
order to cover a funding gap of
over € 3million for its proposed
facility at Broombridge, Cabra

A meeting of the Student Life
Council (SLC) yesterday failed
to achieve a consensus on how
to proceed with the development,
which looks set to cost upwards of
€8million, compared to an orig-

week, with a decision also to be
made on whether to downgrade
the scope of the project in order to
reduce the funding gap by €2mil-
lion, leaving the SDF to cover a
remaining €1.2m.

According to documents leaked
to The Edition, reducing the scope
of the project will result in "re-
duced quality of ancilliary facili-
ties, appearance of facilities [of] a

NEWS INSIDE
ACADEMIC CALENDAR IS A"HOT MESS'
COUNSELLING SERVIGES: STATE OF PLAY

RAG FORM IN RAG CHARITY NOMINATIONS
'ARTLESS TREATMENT OF THE 'DIT GOLLECTION'

BOYGOTT OF RETAIL SERVIGES PLANNED

THEYEARIN REVIEW
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LIS THE DIGES

81%

The percentage of senior
management in higher
education who are men

€3,000

Fundit achieved in only 2
weeks by DIT short film,
starring Eamon Morrissey

400

Number of shows the
Comedy Crunch, in the
Stag's Head, has reached

€1,070

Average monthly rent in
Dublin, recorded in the
last quarter of 2013

132

Number of cars destroyed
in A Good Day to Die
Hard. Cost: $11million.

40-per-day
Number of cans that
‘those lads' used to bring
to Oxegen. Just in case.

$300

Developer price of Oculus
Rift headset prototype,
launched in March 2013

QUOTEOF
THEDAY

DIT on the
Broombridge

facility

development:

66

THEOVERALL
ESTIMATED COST
FORDEVELOPING

THESITETOITS
FULL POTENTIAL
HASNOT
INCREASED

NEWS

Rag form in RAG nominations

The nomination process behind selecting next year's
RAG charity, which receives around €10,000 per year,
went from bad to worse this month, as only one charity
was put forward by the student body, prompting
criticism of the Students Unions publicity campaign.
Even worse, then, that the charity — Gorta—
failed to submit formsin time, due to an "internal
communications error”, meaning it misses

out on the windfall prize.

NEWS
'Artless

DIT isto catalogue and
survey the art works
under its ownership. In
light of the state of a
once-valuable piecein
Temple Bar, it is proba-
bly a good idea.

OPINION

Journos and the
Twitter machine

Barry Lennon on how
Irish journalists are
adapting to social
media. A change, but
not acitizen journalism

revolution.
» Page 19

EDITORIAL
The last hurrah

It's been agood year

for The Edition, and we
have the paperweights to
proveit. So, DIT, now
it's up to you to back
future editors. A change

is needed.

NEWS
Directly militant

A boycott of campus
retail services has been
threatened by DITSU,

if thereisno SU shop at
Grangegorman, living
up to its 'direct militant
action' statements.

FEATURES

Crunching the
numbers

Colm McGlinchey
(pictured) and Danny
O'Brien tell us about six
years and 400 nights of
the Comedy Crunch —a
free show, in a sweaty
basement, with some big
names.

NEWS

The counselling situation

Following arequest from The Edition to outline how
it will rescue a struggling counselling service, DIT has
pointed to a new Head of Service and an additional
counsellor (on atendered contract).

Emergency sessions are always available, however
DITSU VPfor Welfare Fiachra Duffy has said
counselling's situation has seen "no change", and
pointed to the need for additional funding

to boost "absolutely inadequate" staffing.

NEWS
iSoc is the Best

DIT's Islamic Soc

has won 'Best Overall
Society' at last night's
DIT awards. The Society
was praised for its huge
number of events and
campaigns over the year.

NEWS

NEWS
Digging out digs

Apply now for next
year's accommodation, as
Dublin housing crisis be-
ginsto look likeit could
have a damaging impact
on the capital's interna-
tional reputation.

» Page 4

A mess of a calendar

Although students are yet to receive an
e-mail on the matter, DIT has told staff that
next year's semester one exams will take
place on both sides of the Christmas holi-
days, and has published a calendar online.
Five days set aside for exams in Decem-
ber and January received only 6% support
among studentsin asurvey last year.
Congestion of exams, an impact on reten-
tion rates, and the decision-making process

have all been raised as concerns.
» Page 5

LIFESTYLE

A harrowing tale
of the chef life

Socs Award-winner,
Ciaran Hyland (Best
Newcomer to Student
Media) on the raucous
but rewarding life of the
chef —"we talk pure and

utter shite".
»Page 29

SPORT
Edition Awards

Our sports desk picks out
the stars of 2013/14, with
winners awarded across
five categories includ-
ing Best Overall Player
going to Denise Gaule of
DIT senior camogie.

» Pages 37-39

Festival focus
for the summer

Our culture section

looks back to Oxegen

as arite of passage, and
forward to this summer's
offerings on the festival
circuit. Recession or no,
the Irish will alwayslove
amuddy weekend.
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>
4 MILLION

DECEMBER 2010

Therising cost of Broombridge

>
6.5 MILLION

MARCH 2012

>
OVER
8 MILLION

APRIL2014

Broombridge
scandal
deepens as
costs soar

poor standard, and further spend-
ing required at a later date."

The expected approval next
week will likely, however, enable
the facility to be delivered by the
end of 2014, athough a previous
guarantee of a September open-
ing for the facility, from Head of
Sport Sinéad McNulty, has now
slipped to a prediction of October.

Costs spiral

The leaked document reveals an
expected total cost of over €8m,
and gives an explanation of the
increased cost estimate: "A num-
ber of elements were added to the
project... including planning con-
dition requirements, specifics re-
lating to the site format, proximity
to neighbours etc."

DIT did not respond to a request
from The Edition for an explana-
tion as to why these additional
costs were not anticipated.

This figure compares to an ex-
pected cost of around €4-4.5m
when approva was given by stu-
dent organisations in 2010 for the
use of €3.725m from the Student
Development Fund to purchase
and develop the site.

In March 2012, the predicted
cost had risen to €6.5m, accord-
ing to a post published on the DIT

BROOMBRIDGE
v

website.

The new estimate, which is well
above €8m, is also only to cover
"phase one" of the development,
which will entail an al-weather
GAA pitch and changing rooms.

Thisis understood to be a matter
of concern for DIT Societies and
the Student's Union, asthe SDF is
intended to be for facilities for al
three student organisations.

The Union and Societies could
potentially vote against the devel-
opment at next week's SLC, but
are likely to be defeated by DIT
staff members and the Athletic
Council..

The SDF was established in
1997, as a top-slice taken from
student contribution charges each
year.

It is now a controversia source
of funding for projects such as
Broombridge, asit may be seen as
comparable to the proposals for a
new student levy to pay for facili-
ties at Grangegorman.

A
GRANGEGORMAN

Lack of funding

The proposed Broombridge fa-
cility, originally intended to be a
state-of-the-art  Sports, Societies
and Students' Union space, is lo-
cated in Cabra, a haf--an-hour
walk from the Grangegorman
campus.

DIT hasoutlined potential sourc-
es that could bring in €600,000,
including philanthropy, another
Sports Capital Grant, and the Na-
tional Governing Body of Sport.

To date, however, nothing has
been brought in to the project's
funding other than a €900,000
grant from the Department of Ed-
ucation and €200,000 from the
Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport.

It is unlikely, therefore, that DIT
will place any reliance on these
sources, particularly philanthropy.

The favourable initial cost of the
site — €3.3m — now seems out-
weighed by its subsequent prob-
lems.

N BRIEF |
Smedia success

Staff from The Edition were hap-
pily among seven DIT winners at
this year's National Student Media
Awards, which took place earlier
this month.

The newspaper's winners were
Eoghan McNeill (Colour Writer of
the Year), Amanda Connolly (Arts
and Pop Culture Features Writer of
the Year) and Al McConnell (Edi-
tor of the Year).

Cathal Brugha St liftis
finally fixed

A lift on the Cathal Brugha St
campus that has been broken for
the mgjority of this academic year
has finally been returned to work-
ing order.

Permanent repairs, however,
are understood to be subject to a
public tendering process as it is
outside the current maintenance
contract, meaning a further break-
down could see similar delays.

Conn McDuffie, College Officer
for Catha Brugha St, told The
Edition: "The complaints kept
coming in and | just had to say
we are trying to fix it, but it's hard
when you aren't getting much info
back from DIT. It's adisgrace how
long it took to fix it really."

Dempsey to run for USI

Rebecca Dempsey, current DIT-
SU VP for Education, is set to run
for election to the position of US|
Officer for Academic Affairs and
Quality Assurance in an up-com-
ing bye-election.

On her decision to run Dempsey
told The Edition: “There was so
much discussion at [the USI] Con-
gress on arange of issues, and be-
cause this was my second year at
Congress and after going to Brus-
sels for the European Students
Union Conference, that it made
me reconsider it.

“After the amount of work that
I’ve done this year within DIT and
especialy because DIT is so spo-
radic, | think | can apply that to a
nationa level, and there's a lot of
things I'd like to change and re-
vamp within USI.”

Nominations remain open, and a
vote will take place on the 17th of
May at Queen’s University.
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THEE
HAVE

ION
SAY

Al McConnell asked four students who are moving
from two of DIT's smaller campuses to Grangegorman —
what has been their favourite thing about their campus?

Moving from Portland Row

"Each space has its own
character and with art
you have to use that.
Everything here from the
tiles to the walls, it's sort
of ours.”

Garreth Carroll

Fine Art
(Fourth Year)

"The photogenic quality
of it. The tiles, the walls
— everything about it has
that quality. I've taken
about 2000 photos of this
building by now."

Adrian Langtry

Fine Art
(Fourth Year)

Moving from Temple Bar

"It's such a focused
photographic centre in
every way — you become
completely immersed

in it, which makes a big
difference to the course.”

Roisin White

BA Photography
(Third Year)

“It's in Temple Bar, that’s
the best thing. It’'s such a
relevant location for it to
be surrounded by such

a strong community of
photography.”

Daniel Siberry

BA Photography
(Third Year)

THE AGCOMMODATION GRISIS

Apply now for 2014/15 student rooms :
: Al McConnell
: EDITOR

DIT students, and prospective
students who have applied
through CAO, are being strongly
advised to apply for next year’'s
accommodation now, rather than
wait until the summer.

In a statement given to The
Edition, the Institute said it is
"taking several actions to increase
the amount of accommodation
available to DIT students, but in
spite of this, thereis still a belief
that there will be a shortage in
September and October.”

Deirde Corcoran, from the DIT
Financial Aid and Accommoda-
tion Office, has also suggested
that students who are moving
on next year try to pass on their
current accommodation to other
DIT students.

DITSU VPfor Welfare, Fiachra
Duffy, told The Edition: “It'san
issue that’s starting to bubble. I'm
getting accommodation queries
aready, even from sixth-year
students who will be attending
DIT next year."

Dublin’'s recent property bubble
has led to an increase in average
apartment rental costs of around

ten percent in 2013, leaving the
average monthly cost of arented
apartment at €1,070 for the last
quarter of that year.

According to Duffy, nine-month :
: back to students across the globe,
¢ Duffy said, will reflect badly in

: terms of attracting other Erasmus
: and international students, but

: will also affect the education of

: other studentsin Dublin as fund-
¢ ing could be lost.

leases in the capital will soon
become “athing of the past”, and
students should now be preparing
for 12-month leases and longer
commutes.

There have been reports of
students, including within DIT,
who have lived Monday-Friday
in Dublin hostels throughout this

entire academic year.

Dublin digs crisis making it 'unattractive'

: DITSU VPfor Welfare, Fiachra

: Duffy, has described Dublin as

¢ an “unattractive” destination for

: international students in terms of

: the ongoing accommodation crisis
: of high rent and sub-standard

: housing.

“The international offices in all

¢ colleges have to be acutely aware
: of this," he said. "Whileit'sall

: well and good to push Dublin

: asan educational and cultural

: hub, the experience that students
: receive here, if they struggle

 to find accommodation and are

: forced to live in hostels or shoddy
: housing, what are they going to

: report back?”

Therapid spread of that feed-

A spokesperson from DIT’s

International Office told The
: Edition: “The International office

_to Erasmus and international students

are aware of the accommodeation
shortage and itsimpact for in-
coming international and Erasmus
students. They have advised us of
numerous issues around securing
accommodation for their stay in
Dublin, and we have endeavoured
to aid in any way we can.”

(44

There is an opportunity

for landlords and other

developers to exploita
desperate market

In September, the former Mon-
trose Hotel near UCD isset to re-
open as student accommodation,
but at a proposed entry-level price
of €175 per week for one of 192
ensuite rooms.

The company behind the devel-
opment, Ziggurat Student Living,
plansto create over 1,000 student
bed spacesin Dublin over the
next five years, according to The
Irish Independent.

According to Duffy, “itisa
reflection of the current situation
that there is the opportunity for
landlords and other developersto
exploit a desperate market.”
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New academic calendar is a '"hot mess'

One week of exams
either side of Christmas,
despite student rejection

Al McConnell
EDITOR

The publication of an academic
calendar for 2014/15 with semes-
ter one exams held during the
week before Christmas and one
week after Christmas, plus the re-
scheduling of this summer’s repeat
exams, has prompted criticism
across the college.

This calendar structure received
the poorest feedback in a student
survey carried out by DITSU last
semester, with only six percent of
students favouring it, compared
to 47 percent for holding exams
either before or after the holidays.

The Union’s VP for Education,
Rebecca Dempsey told The Edi-
tion: “This calendar confuses
things. It's not laid out; there’'s no
indication of when exams will be
held because it will come down to
individual heads of schools, and
the date or even existence of a
review week is left entirely up to
individual programmes.”

Congestion and retention

With only five days available for
exams either side of the holidays,
many of the courses that have over

five exams in first semester could
see either ahighly congested week
of exams, or students forced to
agreeto sit them in both December
and January.

Dempsey raised concerns on a
possible impact on first year reten-
tion rates, and criticised the late-
ness of this decision:

“It's never going to be a smooth
transition from one calendar to an-
other, butitisrealy lateintheyear
to be implementing this one."

Thereisalso no deadlinein place
for when students must be in-
formed of their exam dates.

Dempsey told The Edition there
have been complaints from stu-
dents whose August repeat exams
are to be rescheduled into a fixed
two-week period of exams in Au-
gust, after they were given ex-
pected dates for them earlier this
semester, and said the whole situ-
ation was a"hot mess" at present.

Criticism of decision

The decision to approve the cal-
endar, taken by the Senior Lead-
ership Team (SLT, a key deci-
sion-making body in the Institute),
has also been criticised as it was
made in the absence of Students
Union officers.

That absence was put under scru-
tiny at a recent Student Council
meeting, and was defended by the
Union officers who said Dempsey
was on annual leave, while other
officers were in the midst of RAG
& SHAG fortnight.

At the Student Council meet-
ing, held on the 10th of April,
Dempsey cited an e-mail she sent
to Dr Michael Mulvey, the DIT
Director of Academic Affairs and
Registrar, on the 31st of January,
which asked that students be given
a chance to provide feedback and
consultation.

The Student Council then unani-
mously rejected the calendar on a
vote.

An e-mail is yet to be sent out
to students informing them of the
calendar changes, but an e-mail
has been sent to all DIT staff.

DITSU President Glenn Fitzpat-
rick was also strongly critical of
the SLT, saying this was “another
example of decisions being made
with no regard for what students
actually want”.

DIT did not offer a comment on
the calendar situation.

Boycott of campus retail
could be on the cards

Students' Union to organise boycaott if there is no
DITSU shop on Grangegorman campus in September

Al McConnell
EDITOR

A boycott of al retail services on
DIT campuses could be organised
by the Students’ Union if there is
no Union shop on the Grangegor-
man campus in September.

Negotiations continue between
the Union and the Institute over
whether a licence can be granted
to the SU for a shop on the new
campus, as well as a publicly ten-
dered retail service.

Students would not be forced
to take part in the boycott, which

would be focused on those cam-
puses that have externa retail ser-
vices offered nearby.

DITSU President Glenn Fitzpat-
rick told The Edition this boycott
would be “phase one” of the “di-
rect militant action” that the Stu-
dent Council said could take place
if no shop is in place at the new
campus next year.

He also described DIT’s ongoing
refusal to allow an SU shop as “a
case, unequivocally, of [them] try-
ing to commercialy exploit stu-
dents on campus.”

In a statement, DIT told The
Edition: “DIT has indicated that

it iswilling to work in partnership
with DITSU Ltd to identify a way
forward. These discussions are
on-going.”

Fitzpatrick presented the propos-
a for a boycott to arecent Student
Council meeting, describing it asa
way of “ratcheting up the pressure,
highlighting that we now have a
situation where we have allowed
monopolies to emerge on-site”.

There is some indication from
both sides that a solution may be
found before summer, but it is the
first limited signal after an impasse
that has continued for severa
months.

Academiais a
'feudal court'

Short-comings of HEA
highlighted at launch

of new book on gender
imbalance in universities

Al McConnell
EDITOR

The gender imbalance at the high-
er levels of management in higher
education has been brought to the
fore in a new book by Professor
Pat O'Connor.

'Management and Gender in
Higher Education’, an in-depth
study of senior management in
Irish universities—alevel at which
81 percent of people are men —
was launched earlier this month.

Speaking at the launch, O'Con-
nor said senior management has
moved from being a "collegial
gentleman's club" to "a feuda
court, as in Henry the Eighth but
without the sex and the execu-
tions".

The author pointed to socia jus-
tice and the benefits of diversity
(in economic terms as well as for
innovation) in highlighting the
need for this gender imbalance to
be addressed.

Gender not apriority

It is a positive, O'Connor said,
that the Higher Education Author-
ity (HEA) has begun publishing
data on academic staff broken
down by gender.

"Thisis actually a very big step,
because it wasn't being done for
eight years," said O'Connor.

However, no figures on senior
management or governing author-
ities in terms of gender are being
published by the HEA.

Tom Boland, Chief Executive of
the HEA, challenged several of the
book's points when speaking at the
launch, but admitted:

"There is criticism of the HEA
initsrole of implementing legisa-
tion [that requires gender balance
and equality of opportunity among
students and staff] vigorously, and
| have to accept the truth for much
of that —itisso."

Boland partly defended the
HEA's "lacklustre" pursuit of gen-
der equality by pointing to its em-
phasis on institutional autonomy.

Boland also agreed that gender
equality isnot seen asapriority by
Government, or the HEA.
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Broombridge project
saved by Nigerian prince

Dee Zaster
BROOMBRIDGE EDITOR

A near certain disaster has
been averted as DIT finds
a windfall € 4million com-
ing itsway from a Nigerian
Prince in need of assistance
in his home country.

The money comes at an
ideal time for the Institute,

President Nortonis

on his way to Lagos

with€200,000ina
briefcase

as its shambolic Broom-
bridge development |ooked
set, until now, to cost mil-
lions more than anticipat-
ed, drawing its funding
from students as the project

lurched from crisisto crisis.

DIT's Head of Sport told
The Edition: "This is per-
fect timing — President Nor-
ton is on his way to Lagos
as we speak with €200,000
in a briefcase. He simply
hasto meet the Prince, hand
over the money, and within
aweek well have the €4m
and Broombridge will be
sorted — wonderful!"

DIT loses
run of itself

Yu Ni Versity

The Institute seems to have
caught itself up in the excit-
ment of upcoming mergers

and campus relocations,
judging by the above state-
ment that DIT offers the
same Counselling services

as "other major Universi-
ties', given to The Edition.
Now, now DIT —you're not
there yet.

Disappearance of Easter
holidays sparks concern

X Ams-Looming

DIT students have begun to
show serious concern for
the Easter holidays, which
disappeared suddenly at the
start of this week.

The holidays, which were
supposed to last two weeks,
are widely reported to have
felt more like just a few
days, leaving many stu-
dents unable to do as much
work and self-improvement
as they had planned.

"I'm a bit worried about
the holidays now, | saw
them as recently as Sun-
day but when | woke up on
Monday morning they were
gone and | was back to this
shite," said one student.

Nowhere near two weeks

Further outrage from the
student body followed, as
suggestions emerged that
the holidays had, in fact,
been shorter than the two
weeks stated by DIT.

"I think that's the only ex-
planation," a final year stu-
dent told The Edition. "It's
simply not fair so I'm going

to spend the time | had set
aside for revision on these
placards.”

Students are now offer-

ing a reward of "anything,
fecking ANYTHING" for the
safe return the Easter hol-
idays before exams begin.

Look-a-likes

RonJeremy
Pornstar

Don't you think they look
aike? No, neither do we.
But they were college room-
mates while studying in
university inthe US, and re-
mained friends afterwards.

In fact, during a visit to
Dublin in 2004, Ron Jere-
my was asked by Trinity's
TN2 magazine whether it
would be difficult to film
a porno in Ireland, for re-
ligious, cultural and legal
reasons.

He responded that if he
had any trouble with that
he would call one of his
‘friends in high places -
like Michael Mulvey ("he

Michael Mulvey
DIT Head of Academic
Affairs and Registrar

is now the director of arts
and tourism over in DIT, |
think," he said at the time.)

Of course, Dr Mulvey
would never have a hand
in facilitating the filming of
pornography — TN2 maga-
zine mistakenly referred to
him as "a producer” in that
same issue. As was con-
firmed by the Institute soon
after that statement was
made, there is absolutely
no indication that this was
true.

Heisnow, however, facil-
itating the scandal ous affair
that is the academic calen-
dar negotiation.

DITSU makes recommendations to Qireachtas on the TU Bill

Where it says 'students’,
we recommend that
change to 'comrades'

Any reference to the
DITSU CEO, be changed
to 'DITSU Dear Leader'

Mentions of 'DIT
Governing Body' be
altered to 'that shower

upstairs'
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Rag form in RAG charity nominations

Gorta misses deadline and €10,000
windfall due to 'internal miscommunication'

Only one nomination given in first round as
Union fails to publicise the process

Al McConnell
EDITOR

Nominations for  next
year's RAG charity — the
official charity that re-
ceives all money raised by
the DIT Students Union
throughout the year — have
been re-opened after only
one was nominated in the
first round, who then failed
to submit documentation in
time to be approved as the
winner.

Gorta, an Irish develop-
ment charity set up in 1965
which focuses on sustain-
able development projects
in Sub-Saharan Africa, was
the sole nominee in the first
round.

However, a deadline set
for the charity to submit
documentation on its struc-
ture, purpose and funding,
as part of the nominations
process, was missed by the
charity.

Gorta told The Edition:
“Unfortunately, due to an

internal  communications
error, we missed the dead-
line to submit documenta-
tion to the Students’ Union.
Gorta sincerely regrets this
but we hope to work with
the DIT and its students in
the future.”

A spokesperson went on
to say that Gortacommends
the work of the Union and
their support for charities,
and that it was “delighted
to be shortlisted” asa RAG
charity.

DIT's Student Council
voted to block Gorta from
being nominated in the sec-
ond round. DITSU Presi-
dent Glenn Fitzpatrick also
said he was “disappointed”
that Gorta did not contact
the Union in the lead-up to
the deadline.

Failureto launch

Each year, the RAG
charity receives an end-of-
year lump sum of around
€10,000. Any DIT student
can nominate a cause, but
only Gortawas put forward

this year, leaving DITSU
facing criticism over its ef-
forts to publicise the nomi-
nations process.

In previous years severa
nominations have typically
been made, with Barrets-
town being selected from a
list of six options last year.

DITSU President Glenn
Fitzpatrick told The Edition
that the Union must hold its
hands up for itsrole in this
series of failures. “When
nominations opened the
student councillors  will
have received an e-mail,
and there's a good tradition
of nominations coming for-
ward, but maybe in hind-
sight we could have done
something on social media
or extended [the publicity]

beyond student councillors,
which would have gener-
ated more interest. If | had
a time machine that's one
thing | would do.”
Fitzpatrick admitted the
Union was “probably a bit
naive” in the first round of
publicity, and that it “prob-
ably did not do enough”,
but he also said he was
“surprised and, personaly a
bit disappointed” that there
was only one homination.
He also said lessons will
be learned following these
events. DITSU VP for
Events Will Meara con-
firmed that wider publicity
across socia media will
take place for the second
round of nominations,
which remain open today.

Islamic Soc named 'Best Society' in DIT awards

Rachael O'Brien
STAFF WRITER

DIT’s Islamic Soc has won ‘Best
Overall Society’ at last night's DIT
Socs Awards, with its chairperson
Mohammed Alfatih Elsayed winning
best individua aong with Hélené
Duffy and Ciara Murnane.

The three individual winners also
saw their Socs take home prizes,
with Duffy’s PRPA Soc winning
‘Best Small/On-site Event’ and ‘Best
New Society’ and Murnane's Drama
Soc winning ‘Best Cultural/Arts So-
ciety’.

The Edition also had winners on the
night, with columnist Ciarédn Hyland
winning ‘Best Newcomer to Student
Medid , Siobhan M cGuire among the
Outstanding Contribution winners,

and Sinéad Farrelly one of four ‘Best
Freshers', alongside Michael Batten,
Kyrie Wilson and Cormac Dunne.
Best Northside Society went to
Samba Soc, with Nutrition Soc tak-
ing the Southside award.
The DIT Fashion Show won Best

Event, along with promotiona and
publicity awards, to follow its suc-
cess at the national Board of Irish
College Society awards last month,
at which it won Best Event and Best
Poster.

Upon winning Best Poster at BICS,
DIT Fashion Society posted on their
Facebook page, thanking everyone
involved, saying “A BIG BIG Thank
You to all those involved in bringing
it [the poster] to thislevel of enchant-
ed beauty. Also to those from Speci-
ality Print and the new WallMurad.ie
who printed it in such high quality!”

Other winners last night included
Disney Soc as the 'Peoples Choice,
and REEL Soc and Event Soc taking
Most Improved for Southside and
Northside respectively.

Best Charity/Civic Society went to
the Mathletes Soc.

DITSU
backin
the Iris
language

Al McConnell
EDITOR

The DIT Students' Unionis
to increase its engagement
with thelrish language over
the coming months, follow-
ing a motion passed at the
recent Student Council.

The DITSU President is
to draw up a Memorandum
of Understanding between
the Union, an Cumann
Gaelach and the DIT lIrish
Language Office.

Speaking at the recent
Council meeting, Stiofan O
Connachtaigh of an Cum-
man Gaelach and editor of
An t-Eagran (the Irish lan-
guage section of The Edi-
tion), said: “When | came
to college | realised that the
Irish language is different
to how the vast majority of
the public view it, because
of bad memories or bad ex-
periences while studying.

“The language is not be-
ing taught correctly with-
in the education system,
which discouragesit.”

The motion also requires
the President to determine
whether there is a need and
desire among DIT students
for the establishment of a
part-time DITSU Irish Lan-
guage Officer, and to report
back aso in October.

DITSU President Glenn
Fitzpatrick told the Student
Council: “DITSU does sup-
port the Irish language but
it has never really teased
out how it can engage with
the DIT Official Languages
Act Scheme [though a mo-
tion was passed by Student
Council for it to do so in
2012],” and said this meas-
ure will provide an impetus
for them provide clearer
measures in this regard.

The DIT Official Lan-
guages Act Scheme 2012-
2015 is an institution-wide
policy that aims to increase
and develop the range and
standard of services avail-
able in Irish to the public
from DIT.



www.edition.ie

Wednesday, April 30th, 2014

NEWS

News Editors: Eoghan Regan & Eoghan McNeill

news@edition.ie

'Artless
Treatment

Institute's monitoring and care of its art
collection called into question as surveys
and catalogues are planned

Union says Campus Life
needs a good going over

Tension with DIT as calls for a review of the
body is not well-received

Staff Writer

An investigation into the
operation and relevance of
DIT Campus Life has been
caled for by DIT’s Student
Council after a long-run-
ning conflict between the
Union and Campus Life
was raised again at the
Council’s recent meeting.

DITSU President Glenn
Fitzpatrick pointed to “in-
terference with the inde-
pendence of DITSU” and
“growing evidence that
student service delivery is
not in the best interests of
students and is in breach of
the Student Charter”.

The Ingtitute, however, in
a statement to The Edition,
said: “The student satisfac-
tion ratings with [Campus
Life] services have in-
creased consistently over
the past few years, and DIT
Campus Life are commit-
ted to continuous improve-
ment.”

It also pointed to “well-es-
tablished review processes”
for all servicesin the Insti-
tute, including an Internal
Audit process under which
recommendations have
been made for DIT Sports
and DIT Societies, to be
implemented in the near
future.

The statement then made
reference to the SU, saying:
“Unfortunately, the Stu-
dents' Union aspect of the
Internal Audit is still out-
standing, which is a matter
of concern.”

It went on to defend DIT
Campus Life as “the first
non-academic unit to go
through the Quality Re-
view process within DIT”,
and highlighted that the
Students' Union President
was a member of a Review
panel which contained both
internal members and ex-
ternal experts. It said the
recommendations of this
process have been imple-
mented.

(44

Unfortunately, the
SU aspect of the
Internal Auditis
still outstanding,

whichis a matter of

concern
-DIT statement

Fitzpatrick told The Edi-
tion, on the other hand,
that “just because DIT says
therewasarobust review of
CampusLifefour yearsago
doesn't mean there was’
and “students have a right
to call into question any of
their servicesin DIT, when
so much of their money is
put towards them”.

He said “any number of
reasons could be picked
out of the sky” to justify
a review, and highlighted
the need to look at the re-
lationships between Sport,
Societies and the Students
Union.

Al McConnell
EDITOR

A lack of labelling and
recording of the art
work around DIT, and a
once-valuable Paul Seaw-
right photograph left all but
destroyed by sunlight, has
left the Institute defending
its care of the 'DIT Collec-
tion'.

A catalogue of the art-
work owned by DIT will be
created this summer, while
asurvey of the condition of
each piece will also be car-
ried out.

Head of Art, Design &
Printing, Kieran Corcoran,
told The Edition that al-
though an inventory does
currently exist, it is not a
proper catalogue, which
will include an artist’s biog-
raphy, a photograph of each
piece, and its provenance.

Two examples can be
found in the Temple Bar
building, where a piece
from Paul Seawright's‘The

Hidden' series is hung in
a location that has seen it
become badly damaged by
sunlight over the years.

In a cared-for condition,
the photograph could be
worth upwards of €5,000
according to an informal
estimate from a source in
theindustry, as DIT did not
provide The Edition with its
provenance.

Another, from Anthony
Haughey's ‘ Disputed Terri-
tory’ series, worth approx-

imately € 4,000, is placed
behind bins in the Temple
Bar stairwell.

In 2004, The DIT Inde-
pendent reported that the
Ingtitute had "dumped
art projects belonging to
Mountjoy Square students
in the summer", which was
defended as the removal of
a fire hazard.

The DIT Buildings Of-
fice, which oversees the
Collection, did not respond
to requests for comment.
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Will DIT back counselling

services in need of improvement?

The Edition asks the question

IT has outlined the measures it has taken

to improve the Institute's counselling
service, following arequest from The Edition
in light of the long-running challengesin this
areain recent years.

The appointment of a Head of Service late
last year, aswell as an additional counsellor
brought in on an external contract, are high-
lighted as contributing factors to what DIT
says is a current waiting list “significantly
lower than earlier in the year”.

The Students’ Union, however, has taken a
more critical stance, with its VP for Welfare,
Fiachra Duffy, telling The Edition “nothing
has changed” in the counselling service, and
that the only way to see real improvement is
to bring in significantly more funding to re-
duce the heavy burden on “inadequate staffing
numbers’.

All parties emphasised that it isimportant
for students to be aware there are always
emergency appointments available from
Counselling, and other services such as the
Health Centre, Students’ Union, Chaplaincy
and Careers can identify studentsin crisis
and liaise with Counselling to make sure they
are seen. Information can also be found from
Please Talk, Headstrong, SpunOut and Heads
Up.

Spaceis currently amajor issue for DIT
Counselling, and the Institute has said it is
working “to identify additional spaces that
would be suitable for use as a Counselling
room or for group counselling sessions.”

A spokesperson told The Edition: “Progress
has been made in ensuring the room provided
for the Counselling Service in Grangegorman
is fit for purpose. We are confident that by

September additional space will be available
for use by Counselling.”

Action needed

Other measures DIT saysit has brought
in include additional funding in January,
when €25,000 was added to the budget from
€736,900 given to DIT by the Higher Edu-
cation Authority after arevision to the 2013
grant allocation.

Thiswas used to bring in two additional
counselling psychologists for one day per
week, who have focused on screening stu-
dents on the waiting list.

There are always emergency
appointments available from
Counselling, but the service is
under huge and growing pressure
interms of providing an overall
service to the student hody

The counsellor brought in following a pub-
lic tender was at a cost of €60,000.

The Institute also said Counselling is
sourcing a software package that will assist
them in triaging students on initial contact, to
“streamline the process, help reduce waiting
lists, and identify those at higher risk in a
more timely fashion”.

There are currently 13 students on the Coun-
selling waiting list who have not been offered
an appointment, and 70 students who have
been offered an appointment but have not
responded or have requested to re-schedule.

Duffy told The Edition: “Nothing has
changed in DIT Counselling. In fact, | think
each year we're going to be in aworse situ-

ation.”

He explained that over recent years there
has been an increase not only in the total
number of students overall, but particular-
ly in the number of students within certain
demographics that have been shown to be
more vulnerable and typically more in need of
some form of counselling support.

“Every year, there has been an increase
in mature students, those registering with a
disahility, those coming through the Access
Scheme, so we're seeing more and more
vulnerable students, but counselling remains
static,” he said.

Duffy described the number of counselling
staff in DIT this year as “absolutely inade-
quate”, and said that while that is no fault of
the counselling service itself, thereality is
that “numbers have been inadequate to deal
with the flood of requests they have faced”.

He went on to say that the Institute needs to
bring in more of its own counsellors that will
understand DIT students’ issues, “rather than
interns or external hours counsellors’, which
would alow for longer-term planning.

“With so few staff at the moment, they have
been forced to fire-fight constantly,” he said.
DIT’s spokesperson also told The Edition:
“Obviously, student mental health is amajor
and vital issue for DIT Campus Life, and for
the Institute, and we will continue to work in

aproactive way to identify and address the
key issues and triggers.”
— Al McConnell, Editor

DIT hosts ethics debate

pretty high quality.”

Editor of TheJournal.ie, Susan
Daly, said the site was now seek-
ing to establish itself as a "trust-

Al McConnell
EDITOR

The second debate in a series of
DIT-hosted events as part of Pres-
ident Michael D Higgins Ethics
Initiative saw panellists from the
world of journalism express a cau-
tious optimism about the industry.

Kevin O'Sullivan, Editor of the
Irish Times, told last week's au-
dience that people had begun to
realise that good journalism costs
money, and he was therefore "a
bit more optimistic now than two
years ago."

Minister for Communications
Pat Rabbitte, opened the debate
with an address, during which
he defended the Guardian and
Washington Post over their cov-
erage of Edward Snowden's NSA
leaks, stating: "I'm sure that few
here would argue that either title
showed any ethical lapse in their
publishing of [those stories].”

Minister Rabbitte adso an-
nounced his appreciated of The-
Journal.ie, which he said was
"much more interesting than most
of the stuff in the print media; it's
a combination of journalism, com-
mentary and analysis, and is of a

(14

Coverage by TheJournal.ie

is much more interesting

from my point of view than
most of the stuffin the

print media
- Minister for Communications,
Pat Rabbitte

ed brand and trusted space”, after
moving away from the 'news ag-
gregation' of its early days.

Seamus Dooley, Irish Secretary
of the National Union of Journal-
ists, told the audience there was a
"huge democratic deficit caused by
companies such as Johnston Press
taking over regional and local pa-
pers, and then abandoning regional
and local coverage".

He was also critical of educa-
tional institutions that encourage
journalism students on placements
to write for no pay.

The debate can be view in full on
the DIT website from tomorrow.
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Another year bites the dust

We look back over a year of DIT news and nonsense through the pages of The Edition

The Shop

Ochén ochdn, it's the 'SU shop at
Grangegorman' story again. For
as long as we at The Edition can
remember, the DIT Students' Un-
ion and the Institute have been at
odds over whether there will be a
Students' Union shop on the new
campus.

The story continues to this day,
with one side saying any retail ser-
vices on the new campus must go
out to public tender, and the other
saying the exact opposite.

Back in December, DITSU Pres-
ident Glenn Fitzpatrick told The
Edition: "T am 100 percent confi-
dent that we will have an SU shop
on campus from day one."

Neck on the line there, Fitzpat-
rick. If it provesincorrect, howev-
er, the Students' Union have said
they will organise a boycott of all
retail serviceson DIT campusesin
order to get ashop in place. Watch
this space

Money's too tight to
mention at DIT

But well mention it anyway.
Across arange of stories through-
out this year, the common denom-
inator was, predictably, money (or
the lack thereof).

The Student Assistance Fund ran
out two months sooner than ever
before, and without warning, as
demand peaked in a tough finan-
cial climate for students.

This has prompted calls for a
top-to-bottom review of how the
fund operates, with students be-
ing told up to a week before the
fund ran out that they had around
amonth to apply.

When a top-up arived in the
form of € 25,000, this was de-

scribed by DITSU VP for Welfare
Fiachra Duffy as "nowhere near
enough"”. It was from a€736,900
windfall that came to DIT, after
all...

DIT's libraries were also back in
the news this year, as for the first
time cuts were made to their books
and journals resources. Some sol-
ace was found in December, when
it was announced the budget
would be maintained for next year.
Of course, that's the same budget
that led to cuts to books and jour-
nals for the first time ever. Perhaps
solace was the wrong word...

DIT's Counselling Service con-
tinues to face huge challenges
in staffing and resourcing due to
severa years on end with reduced
funding (a story that continues in
thisissue).

Of course, there is one notable
exception — the DIT Chaplaincy
has managed to receive a budget
increase this year.

Is U2 okay?!

We have to worry. After al, in
January The Edition contacted the
band's agency asking for an end-
of-year gig.

The idea was to make up for the
fact that in 1979 a young Adam
Clayton and Co were rejected by
the Bolton St Students' Unionin a
tragic error of judgement (the par-
ty at fault remains unidentified to
this day).

We even offered reasonable flex-
ibility on the date of said gig.

Reportedly, the band has been
seen in public since, which only
raises further questions as to why
our offer went unanswered.

Foul play must surely be afoot.
We will report when this issue
reaches a conclusion.

One does not simply put a
roof over their head

An ongoing accommodation crisis
has bubbled throughout this year,
and is expected to continue for
some time to come.

As our front page story in the
first issue of the year, the evidence
of a completely inadequate hous-
ing Situation has long been there
for al to see.

In this our last Edition, DITSU
VP for Welfare Fiachra Duffy has
suggested the situation could dam-
age Dublin's reputation with Eras-
mus and international students.

The rental crisis was reported
again by The Edition in Novem-
ber, with reference to particular
problems for Erasmus students
seeking short leases, one student
who having been commuting from
Galway every day, and the diffi-
culties caused by landlords who
put a blanket ban on students.

As the Dublin property bubble
continues, students are now being
advised to apply for accommoda-
tion for next year as soon as pos-
sible.

Student Gouncil

The best Thursday night entertain-
ment available — here's a selection
of quotes you might have missed:

"You know what Council?!
Thereisactually a degree of
respect that should be given
to someone actually making a
point!"
Gareth Walker-Ayersis not happy
with Council's murmuring.

" The Student Council would be
amuch stronger group if more
people knew what they were
doing.”

One student councillor goes fur-
ther than intended when suggest-
ing a'Council guide' be produced.

"When | wasin sixth year, my

religion teacher, who was also

apriest, camein totalk tous
about sexual health. It was

one of the confusing and awful

experiences of my entirelife.”
One councillor suggests the

celibate are not the best for sex

education.
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The ban on e-cigs

DIT was given a boost recently
when the HSE (Hedth Service
Executive) banned electronic cig-
arettes across its campuses, which
mirrored a move carried out by
DIT months in advance of the na-
tional healthcare body.

TheHSE carried out areport into
the products over several months,
coming to the conclusion that as
the organisation responsible for
health promotion and improve-
ment, it could not permit them,
also, like DIT, citing the similar
appearance to tobacco-smoking.

The fact that the Institute man-
aged to complete its own compa-
rable research in a fraction of the
time must be applauded.

On the other hand, the HSE did
not reflect DIT's reasoning that
there were "issues of embarrass-
ment when people [using electron-
ic cigarettes] were approached and
told not to smoke on campus', as
Edel Niland, DIT's Health & Safe-
ty Officer told us in November.
Perhaps the HSE did not see this
as such akey issue.

Now, to the issue of enforcing
the DIT ban on campus...

One-liners from future
President Duffy

Over the year, one of The Edi-
tion's favourite pasttimes has been
to pick through the malapropisms
and classic one-liners of incoming
DITSU President Fiachra Duffy:

"1'm not sure what the situation
is, but | can guessthere might
be some concernswith letting
students out around animals’

Getting two types of creature
mixed up, on the health and safety

concerns of a 'puppy room'.

" Areyou getting enough of the
D7"
Dufty's slogan from a Welfare No-
vember campaign on vitamin D...

"It'sliterally like being drunk
—try towalk in astraight line
or put a condom on wearing
one of those things. Next to
impossible.”

On a 'beer goggles' simulation
brought in for Welfare November.
Duffy tested it extensively, it
seems.

"We need to make surethere's
enough for DIT studentsto
gaculatefor asolid eight days'
From The Edition, 29/1/2014, we'll
leave you to look that one up.

The Edition ran a short-lived and
swiftly-removed poster campaign
on campus. Here are two that
never made it out.

The Galendar

Another long-running favourite of
The Edition staff, the controversy
surrounding next year's academic
calendar will not go away without
a fight.

In December, a DITSU Execu-
tive Officer told the paper that dis-
cussions were "coming to a head"
after more than three years of dis-
cussions.

However, as you'll find in the
news pages of this issue, no solu-
tion was found.

As it stands, DIT's Senior Lead-
ership Team has made what the
Students' Union describes as "an
executive decision”, and next
year's first semester exams will
be held during one week before
Christmas and one week after
Christmas.

That proposed structure received
a staggering six percent in a stu-
dent survey carried out last se-
mester (staggering because — who
voted for it?).

There are a range of issues with
the calendar, though DIT has de-
fended its purpose as a compro-
mise between a straight choice of
before or after Christmas.

At any rate, this story won't go
away soon either.

"We were looking at the stars,"
they claim

The Bust-Up

Was it fate or fortune that saw stu-
dent organisationsand DIT fall out
just in time for Valentine's Day?

Whatever the reason, a range of
issues came to a head on the 12th
February, just in time for our NO
LOVE LOST front page.

A DITSU 'State of the Union'
address kicked it all off, as Pres-
ident Glenn Fitzpatrick stuck his
head, and entire body, above the
parapet, and levelled serious alle-
gations against a selection of DIT
staff.

Unsurprisingly, the Institute did
not, in the spirit of Valentine's
Day, choose to make love rather
than war. The fal-out from the
conflict continues.

At the same time, DIT Societies
and Sports accused the Students'
Union and Council of "faling
do their duty" when discussions
around the student levy were post-
poned (again), and a deal made
between DIT and the Catholic
Church, involving the exchange of
€500,000, was raised..

To cap it off, Student Council
gave the Union power to take
"direct militant action". Perhaps
on another night that would have
been the most ridicul ous part — but
it had alot of competition here.

The Levy

Still no student referendum has
been taken on a proposed levy
to pay for student facilities at
Grangegorman, and it's not likely
to before early 2015.

The Edition came in for some
criticism for suggesting that the
ongoing Broombridge scandal —
see front page — could affect any
future student vote on the levy.

A huge amount of money used to
pay for Broombridge has been tak-
en from the Student Devel opment
Fund (a top-sliced amount from
the student contribution charge
since 1994).

It was not seen as favourable that
we suggested the Fund could be
seen as a 'hidden levy'.

Nor was it favourable that we
suggested the mess surrounding
Broombridge might prompt stu-
dents to question whether an ad-
ditiona amount of their money,
through alevy, would be put to the
best use by DIT.

We certainly will never again
suggest that questions could be
asked of whether DIT can betrust-
ed with students' money for pro-
posed facilities.

Never again.

EDITORIAL

The last
hurrah

AL
MCCONNELL

It's been a good year for The Edi-
tion. Of course, | would say that,
but now we have the paperweights
to prove it — three Student Media
awards, and I couldn't be happier
about that.

But, the journdlist is only ever
as good as his next story, and the
newspaper is only ever as good as
its next issue.

The question now is whether
DIT will back The Edition to con-
tinue on its upward momentum. If
nothing changes, the Smedia suc-
cess that the Institute so proudly
proclaimed this month is by no
means guaranteed in future.

I've enjoyed this job immense-
ly. | appreciate the opportunity.
Above dl, | thank everyone who
supported the paper — DIT includ-
ed — and everyone who put such
hard work into it over the year.

Unfortunately, | question wheth-
eritissustainable, and evenifitis,
whether it isfair.

It is not to scoff at € 7,000 to
say that the work it takes to pro-
duce a solid college newspaper is
worth more. Rather than focus on
the amount, the fact that it is paid
on a part-time, 20-hours-per-week
basis requires areappraisal.

In fact, it was tempting to pro-
duce a final issue strictly on the
basis of 20 hours. I couldn't bring
myself to do it. You wouldn't have
been able to bring yourself to read
it.

Unfortunately, there will be po-
tential candidates who cannot go
for editor next year because the
pay is not enough — the parallels
between low-paid internships in
journalism and its impact on the
industry are all too obvious.

We've shown this year that a
successful newspaper is possible,
and necessary; DIT, the Students'
Union, and arange of other bodies
won't tell students when they've
made a balls of things.

So back an editor, give them rea-
sonable pay drawn from student
organisations and the Institute,
and a dedicated space. Above all,
back the principle of an independ-
ent student newspaper.
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An Raithneach Foirfe

Pléann Stiofan O Connachtaigh an Suirbhé
Domhanda 2014 a chuireann sabhailteacht le drugai

ainéasa chun chinn

Té roinnt stéite tar éis Usdid an druga
raithneach a dhéanamh dleathach,
no an stadas midleathach abhaint ar a
laghad.

Nil an diosp6ireacht sin ar bun go
f6ill in Eirinn, seachas spalpadh 6
Ming Flannigan cuplabliain ¢ shin.

Ismo an fhianaise go bhfuil lucht
caitheamh an ‘tobac speisialta’ ag
méadll anseo & ach. De réir dealraimh,
nil fitntas dul ina gcoinne. Ni bheidh
toradh le do chuid iarrachtai agus cén
dochar atd & dhéanamh acu.

T&Dr Adam Winstock den bhardil
chéanna agus ta an Suibhé Domhanda
Drugai 2014 foilsithe aige |e déanal
chun “Uséid nios sébhéilte agus nios
taitneamhai as drugai” a chur chun
chinn. Nil déchas ann é a chur faoi
choisadeir s, isfearr € adhéanamh
slan.

Baiad alcdl, tobac agus raithneach an
tri druga na coitianta ar domhan, san
ord sin. Isi Eireann an tir is costasai
le raithneach a cheannach, os cionn
€20 le haghaidh graim singil. Bai an
Spainn an it is saoire san Eorap le
praghas €6 ar ghraim singil.

Léirionn an fianaise nach bhfuil
moréan diobhéil gearr-tearmach ag
baint le Uséid ‘weed' . Bionn fadhbanna
sléinte ag 0.5% de dhaoine a Uséideann
go riatai. Téann nios mo daoine go dti

an Aonad Eagandéla de bharr MDMA
(1.1%) agus alcol (2%).

Baé na Stait Aontaithe an éit leisan
méid is |4 fadhbanna slaintitla (0.2%).
Seans go mbaineann sin leis an Usaid
iseal as an mheascan idir tobac agus
raithneach ansin (7%) i gcompréid leis
an séid forleathan in Eirinn (os cionn
80%).

Léirionn an suirbhé go bhfuil dacine
ag lorg cineail raithneacha gan na
droch éifeachtai ar nos diobhéil chu-
imhne, paradia, michompaird soisialta
agus tuirse. B’ fhearr leo nios m6 dos
na dea-éifeachtal ar nos gaire, feabhsl
mothichain, agus faciseamh, le blas
nios ion.

Tagann an da saghas éifeacht 6n
THC, achisiad nacinedil le neart
ard THC afheictear den chuid ismé
san Eorap. [slionn na droch éfieachtai
de réir mar aardaionn an méid CBD.
Mar sin, td an Suirbhé Damhanda
Drugai déchasach gur féidir an ‘raith-
neach foirfe’ abhaint amach, ata nios
sabhailte agus nios taitneamhai.

“Is € an raithneach fiorfe na cinedl
le nios |4 THC ach le nios mé CBD.
L e gaimeoireacht agus |uibheolaiocht
ag feabhsu timpeal an domhain, taim
cinnte gur féidir bogadh i dtreo sin” a
deir Dr Adam Winstock.

IsiEireann
antiris
costasaile
raithneacha
cheannach,
oscionn €20
le haghaidh
graim singil

Ba é seo an suirbhé is mé den tsoirt
seo riamh agus freagraiodh € ag
78,800 in Eirinn, sna Stéit Aontaithe,
sa Bhreatain, in Alban, san Eilvéis, sa
Nua Shéalainn, san [siltir, san Ungair,
sa Fhranic, sa Danmhairg, saBheilg,
san Astréil, sa Spainn agus sa Phor-
taingéil.

Ni ghabhann lucht an suirbhé
leithscéal as an réimse caol de dhaoine
athog péirt, b’in an sprioc. Ni taighde
ar son an argoint ‘ dleathach n6
midleachtach’ abhi i gceist. Aithnionn
siad go bhfuil an nés seo mar chuid
den saol anois agus glacann siad leis
chun sébhéilteacht a chur chun chinn.

Bealach Ur le smaocineamh faoi.

na hainmeacha seo cloiste ar fud

Féidearachtal neamhsrianta
1 scannanaiocht in Eirinn

Cormac O Duinn

Scannanaiocht. Isfocail é seo nach
baineann méran daoine leis an tir
seo, ach taféthannaann gurb é seo
mar ata.

Le linn an Dara Cogadh Dom-
handa chuir Eamonn de Valera
cinsireacht ar na meéin go léir,
scannanaiocht san adireamh.

Mar sin rinneadh an riatas cin-
neadh ar ceard a bhi ceadaithe
sna pictidrlanna poibli, agus mar
thoradh de seo bhi srian ar rudal
coslil le cursai reiligiunda, gnéas
agus foréigean... go simpli ni
ligeadh aon rud conspoideach a

chraoladh.
Mhair an nés seo suas go dt

na hoctaidi, nuair a fhuair siad
réidh le cinsireacht, ach ag an
bpointe seo bhiomar mar
scannandiri na milte
mile taobh thiar
de na tiortha €ile,
agus ni rabhamar
in an a bheith
in iomaiocht le
Hollywood in aon
chor.Achb’'inéan
pointe a thosaigh
an tionscal beag seo
ag athru, agus thréimhse
tébhactach a bhi ann.

| rith na hécaidi, thosaidh com-

hlachtai Meireacanacha ag sittéil
a geuid scanndn in Eirinn, ag
baint [an buntéiste as an tirdhreach
dchreidte atd againn. B'fhéidir na
dh& ceann is céilila na "Saving

Private Ryan" agus "Braveheart".
Ni scannédin Eireannacha a bhi
iontu, ach tugadh go leor taithi do
dhaoine in Eirinn a bhi ag obair sa
tionscal, agus bhi sé ag teastail.
Sa |4 ata inniu téimid
tar éisteacht raon fada
0 laethanta an chin-

sireacht.

Tégo leor aiste-
oiri 6n oailean
beag seo cailitil
ar fud an dom-

hain. Brendan
Gleeson, Colm
Meaney, Gabriel

Byrne, Liam Neeson,
Colin Farrell, Cillian Murphy,
Pierce Brosnan, Saoire Ronan; ta

an domhain, rud craicedilte nuair a
smaonaionn tu faoi.

Chomh maith le daoine den
scoth ag obair i ngach gné den
phroéiseas, ta stitirtheoiri cosuil
le Neil Jordan, Jim Sheridan
agus Lenny Abrahamson amach
ansin.

T& go leor talin sa tir seo ar
an da taobh den ceamara, ach ta
rud amhan ina mbealach... easpa
maoinu.

An fadhb na go noibrionn trom-
lach na daoine seo thar séille mar
nil go leor deiseanna acu anseo.
Le na claranna teilifise ‘Penny
Dreadful’, ‘Viking’ agus ‘ Game of
Thrones ¢ thuaidh, dearfainn sa
nua aois seo le teilifis cinematach
agus féidireachtai neamhsrianta,
ta todhchai geall os comhair scan-
nanaiocht in Eirinn. Ta stil agam
ar aon nos.
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Fearg an Phobail i
mBeéal Feirste

Tuairisceoir Nuachta

Thainig thart faoi 8,000 duine amach ag éile-
amh “Cearta, Cothramas agus Coir” ar an ‘L&
Dearg’ i mBéal Feirste, ar an Satharn 12 Ai-
brean.

Thosaigh an morshitil i gCultdrlann McAd-
am O Fiach ar Bhéthar na bhFéal agus faoi 3pm
bhi lucht na hagdide ag tabhairt aghaidh ar
Chearnég Theach an Chustaim i 1&r na cathrach.

Ba hiad na hélimh ar Thiondl Thuaisceart
Eireann:

e Acht Gaeilge cuimsitheach ceart-bhunaithe
o Coras Gaeloideachais Cuimsitheach
e Acmhainni cui d' fhorbairt Phobal na Gaeilge

Dar le Julian de Spéinn, Ard-Runai Chonradh
na Gaeilge, ta sé in am na bacanna 6s comhair
cearta an phobail a scriosadh agus deisean-
na a sholathar do dhaoine gur mhaith leo an
Ghaeilge aroghnu.

“Is |érit é an dua ollmhér spleodrach den
frustrachas agus cra chroi phobal na Gaeltachta
agus na Gaeilge”, adeir sé.

Agus é ag caint i ndiaidh An L& Dearg, duirt
duine den lucht eagraithe, Conchur O Mua-
daigh “Nil anseo ach tUs agus beimid ag iar-
raidh tacaiocht pobail aris amach anseo.

“Beidh muid ag gniomhu le tacaiocht rialtais
agus polaitiochta a fhail sna seachtaini agus
sna mionna ata amach romhainn le go gcom-
hlionann siad a ndualgaisi leith na Gaellge de
le dispeansaid nua a fhorbairt do Phoba na
Gaeilge” adeir sé.

Dar le tuairisc de chuid Coiste Eorpach do
Theangacha Réigiilnacha agus Mionlaigh, ta
cos a chur ar an Ghaeilge 6 thuaidh mar maire-
ann dearcadh naimhdeach i Stormont.

Leanann an L4 Dearg i mBéal Feirste an leir-
siti ‘Slan le Sedn’ i gConamara agus ‘La Mor
na Gaeilge' i mBaile Atha Cliath, tar éis do
Shedn O Cuiredin eirigh as Oifig an Choimis-
inéara Teanga mar thoradh ar “chur i gcéill” an
stait 6 dheasi leith na Gaeilge.

Combhairle na Mac Léinn

Tuairisceoir Nuachta

D’eirigh le Uachtardan Aontas na Mac Lénn
(DITSU), Glen Mac Ghiolla Phédraig, beartas
comhoibriti a mholadh go rathtil ag cruinnit
Chomhairle naMac Léinni Sr Ainséir, 10 Ai-
breain.

Mar aon leis an rin sin, moladh gan véta ar
bith ina choinne, go bhfiosréfai féidearachtaf
oifig Ghaeilge na mac l€inn a bhunt feasta.

Duirt an Uachtaran,“Is |éiritl € seo den rann-
phéirtiocht atd athégail ag an Aontas chun du-
algaisi teanga mar seo a chomhlionadh”

IséDITSU an aontasisma in Eirinn gan ma-

casamhail ionadaiochta. Anois, &ach, beidh or-
thu beartas scriofaaleagadh amach, in éineacht
leisan Cumann, faoin déigh gur féidir tact leis
an teanga amach anseo.

“Cém eile bainte amach ag Aontas na Mac
Lénn 6 thaobh cearta agus tacaiocht don
Ghaeilge sa cholédiste” arsa cuntas Twitter an
Cumann Gaelach.

Bhi plé déanta le os cionn bliain ar an che-
ist seo, ach go hairithe mar gheall ar Scéim na
dTeangacha Oifigiila ITBAC 2012-2015, a
bheartaiodh idir Oifig na Gaeilge agus scaifti
éagsuila san Insitititid.

Thug an coiste DITSU tacaiocht don da rin
agus arsa Fiachra O Dubhtaigh, “Is chun chinn
fontach é agus taim ag slil go mor le polasal a
scriobh chun an teangaachur ar aissan Aontas.”

€37,000 tiomsaithe ar
son Phadraig Schaler

Tuairisceoir Nuachta

D’eirigh le ‘Snamh Phédraig’ beagnach
€37,000 a thiomsl ar son ghaeilgeoir 6g gor-
taithe as Baile Atha Cliath, Padraig Schaler,
6n deireadh seachtaine 11-12 Aibredin go dti
anois.

Ghlac 50 duine 6ga pdirt sa sndmh ¢ Bhaile
Brigin, Co Atha Cliath, timpeall an 17 gcon-
tae in Eirinn ina bhfuil costa iontu. Thosaigh
an grupa ag snamh ar mhaidin Shatharn agus
thaisteal siad timpeall natire go dti an Cladach
Bhré, Co Chill Mhantain.

Arsa Aodhéan O Ded, eagrai an tsnamha:
“Lériodh tacaiocht thar na beirte don imeacht
fud fad natire, bhi atmaisféar ar leith ann agus

baineadh diol fir as
charactar agus spio-
rad Phadraig leis an
imeacht seo.”

Fégadh Padraig,

23 bliain d'aois, i gcomatar éis timpiste roth-
aiochtain Cape Cod, Massachusetts nuair a bhi
séar thuras J1i rith an tsamhraidh seo chaite.

Tar éis d6 dh& sheachtain a chaitheamh in
aonad dianchiraim sna Stéit Aontaithe, d'fhill
sé ar ais go hEirinn. Clpla mi ina dhiaidh sin,
bhog a chlann chun na Gearméine, éit ina bh-
fuil séfaoi lathair ag fail an chiram chui nach
bhfuil ar fél dé anseo.

Té Padraig ina iar-reachtaire ar an Chumann
Gaelach i gColéiste na Triondide agus bhain sé
bunchém amach ann.

Isféidir airgead adheont don chiste speisialta
curthaar bun le tabhairt faoi na costais éagstila
abhaineann le ciram Phédraig ag www.bit.ly/
donatepadraig.

MAR FHOCAIL SCOR

Failtionn an nuachtén seo scéalta de chinedl
ar bith (cur chuig gaeilge@edition.ie iad ),
chomh maith le iarratais don rél eagarthdire-
acht (cur chuig editor @edition.ie €).

AGM, 7.30 Sr Ainséir,
1 Bealtaine

Cuireann an Cumann Gaelach DIT féilte ro-
imh gach éinne go dti Cruinnit Chinn Bliana
(AGM) ar an 1 Bedltaine, saseomra Courtyard
taobh le Javai Sr Ainséir.

Beidh smaointe don bhliain seo chugainn &
bplé agus toghchdn do na hoifigi choiste seala-
dach. Lean ort matamoltai agat né suim agat a
bheith pdirteach, n6 fid jab a glacadh.

Pizzaagus céili i gClub Chonradh na Gaeilge
tar éis

Ta Cathaoirleach, Clsteoir, Rinai agus
Oifigeach Cumarsdid Poibli (PRO) 4 lorg chun
an Cumann aeagru i rith an tsamhraidh.

“Tuairisc.ie’, suiomh
nuachtain ar

Soléthréidh ‘tuairisc.i€’ nuacht idirline beo 24
uair sald as Gaeilge 6 mi Lunasa, a deir Foras
na Gaellge.

Glactar go bhfuil ga le nuacht cléite go faill
afach, chun an tseirbhis a sholathar don phobal
uilig.

“Cad faoi m'athair, a cheannaigh gach cdip
de gach nuachtén Gaeilge” adeir Péidi O Lion-
aird agus é ag ceistit an eagarthdir Sean Tadhg
O Gairbhi le déanai.” Conas adhéanfar freastal
ar an ghltinsin?’

Dar le O Garibhi, ba chéir nuachtan crua
a bheith ann ach nf hé sin an jab atd leagtha
amach do.

Bronnadh Gradam
Shioladéir na Teanga

Bhronn Bord na Gaeilge UCD Gradam
Shioladéir na Teangaar Liam O Maolaodha de
bharr a chuid sathaoir mar Stiarthéir ar Oire-
achtas na Gaeilge agus mar Bhainisteoir ar
Cholaiste na bhFiann .

Dar le O Maolaodha féin “Thug mo shaol
oibre deiseanna dom siol na teanga a chur,
siol na hathbheochana, siol an chulttir agus na
hoidhreachta, agus cuireann sé riméad i gconai
orm aon uair abhfeicim toradh ar sin”.
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Eagarthér Ghaeilge: Stiofan O Connachtaigh

gaeilge@edition.ie

EAGARFHOCAIL

STIOFAN
O CONNACHTAIGH

N il s&dendsag an diocht
nuachta seo dul i bhfad 6
abhar na Gaeilge, faoin déigh mar
atdag eirigh leisan teanga saléa
atdinnid ann. Bionn cursai eile
abplé againn fosta, cinnte, ach
cursai teanga den fhormhor.

Aniomarca, b’ fhéidir? Léiriodh
dom seans go bhfuil an iomarca
tar éis scribhneoir An t-Eagran,
Tessa Fleming, argéint adhéan-
amh liom agus muidne i measc
lucht 6g na hiriseoireachta, ag
duaiseanna na meain do mhic
léinn.

Ag an bhedr le sport eachtran-
nach ar an teilifis taobh thiar
ddinn, bhi muid saitei gcath tréan
fada gan buat6ir. Ni bhfuair mé
deis mo chuid argéinti a crioch-
nu faraor, i féin ach an oiread.
Criochnoidh mé anseo iad agus
cuirim féilte roimh do fhreagra
amérach a Thessal

Uaireantatagann diGs e

feachtas teanga, n6 bionn chun
chinn (n6 ganntanas de) sa chéras
poailititla, né bionn cearta teanga
na Gaellge faoi chois, nd i mbun
éileamh. Uaireanta, mar sin, go
simpli bionn gale nios mo6 béime
achur ar chirsai teanga.

Is nuachtan é seo, cén déigh eile
leis an diospoireacht teangasin
achoimead sagllin nua seo ata
muid mar chuid de?

Tég sachas an suirbhé arinne
muid an tseachtain seo chaite.
Leath leathanach idir iomha
agus scribhneoireacht faoin méid
eolaisafhuair muid faoi isaid na
Gaeilge sa choléiste. Bhi alt faoi
maoinit na seirbhisi (argdint eile
idir Tessais méféin an oiche sin).

Dha scéal nuachta faoi scéim
teanga do scoléiri agus agoid an
LaDearg i mBéal Feirste. Scriob-
hadh piosai beaga faoi seirbhis
nuachta Ur de chuid Foras na
Gaeilge agus bronnadh duaise-
anna an chomortais trit leibhéil
Glor nanGael.

Taanteangaag forbairt i measc
mic léinn natire seo deréir a
chéile agus ta sé tébhachtach go
bhfuil dbhair scribhneoireachta ar
fail faoin méid ata ag tarld.

Nil séi gceist abheith séitei
ndiospdireacht teanga amhain
& ach, mar ni leathan nafoinse
nuachtaata ar féil do lucht |éthe-
oireacht na Gaeilge. Deireadh
le Gaglscéal, na hirisi, Gaelport.
ie, ni fairsing an solathar dbhair
|éitheoireachta inni.

66

Taanteangaag
forbairti measc mic
léinnnatire seode
réir a chéile agus
ta sé tabhachtach
g0 bhfuil abhair
scribhneoireachta
ar fail faoin méid ata
ag tarli

Tai bhfad nios mé ag tarlt sa
domhan mér, agusi bhfad nios
mo &bhair le plé abhfuil suim
ag daoine iontu agus a bhfuil
tébhacht leo.

*

Seo eagrén deireanach nabliana
acaduil 2013/2014. Ta An t-Ea-
gran le bheith ann don chéad
bliain eile, chun an diospoireacht
teanga a choimead beo agus plé a
dhéanamh ar an saol mér fosta....
Eagarthdir agus scribhneoiri a
lorg!

Cur ar aghaidh bhur geuid scéal-
tamar beidh siad foilsithe, gan
amhras. |s cuma an t-abhar.

Mé&té suim agat piosatuairim a
|éirit nd scéal nuacht athuair-
iscid, né rud ar bith, fid fada as
an gnath, seol go dti gaeilge@
edition.ie &.

Déan teagmhdil le editor@
edition.ie chun do shuim aléiria
sajab eagarthdireacha.

Tagann An t-Eagran amach mar
aon |e The Edition, nuachtén nea-
mhpleach namac 1éinnin ITBAC
(DIT). Go raibh maith agat asa
bheith ag Iéamh le linn nabliana.
Scaip an scéa

Gluais

Cruinniud Chinn Bliana

AGM

Toghchéan Election

Nuachtan Idirline
Online Newspaper
GlUin Generation

Gradam Award

Diospadirecht Debate
in Aineoin Despite

An lomarca Too Much
Eachrannach Foreign

Legal/lllegal

Diobhail Gearr-

Tearmach

Short Term Harm
Gaimeoireacht

Herbology

Luibheolaiocht Botany
Sabhailteacht Safety
Ag Eileamh Demanding

Raithneach Marijuana
Dleathach/Midleathach

and Minority Languages
Frustrachas Frustration

Snamh Phéadriag Swim

For Padraig

Timpiste Rothaiochta

Bike Accident
Cudram Care

Beartas Comhoibrit

Cooperation Policy
Féidearachtai
Possibilities

Feachtas Campaign
Cearta Teanga
Language Rights
Maoiniu Finance
Urraiocht Sponsorship
Forbairt Development

Agoid Protest
Bacanna Obstacles
Tacaiocht Support
Dualgais Duty

Teangacha Réigiunda
agus Mionlaigh Regional

lonadaiocht
Representation

Scéim na dTeangacha
Oifigiula ITBAC Official
Languages Scheme DIT
Macasamhail The Likes
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GOOD OLD DAYS
Big wheels turn slowly

In this edition of Good Old Days, we turned to then DIT
newspaper, the DIT Independent for some inspiration

29th February 2002
A 29th February 2002
Students at DIT Portland Row were living in
scandalous luxury in 2002 as ceilings collapsed
on them and bathrooms leaked from above. Well,
A at least they didn't have central heating

As reported by Aisling Cassidy, then Senator Joe Costello criticised Fianna Fail, in 2002, for failing to
back DIT's bid to move to Grangegorman (for the previous five years).

Aninterdepartmental committee had recommended DIT get the campus, and, as Costello stated, "DIT
had promised they would be good neighbours” - what more did they need?!

|
29th February 2002

Nostradamus or Captain Obvious?

On the 15th of January 2002, John
Dennehy, Secretary General of the then
Department of Education and Science
predicted that third-level institutions
should seek to boost its international
student numbers. He was on the money.

Of course, the current accommodation
crisis in the city could change things
(see page 4)

|
30th Novemher 2001

Well, this looks familiar.
In February 2014, Dr Greg
Foley, a lecturer in DCU
for 25 years, likened the
current Technological
University processes to
“rearranging the deck
chairs on the Titanic".
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OPINION

Opinion Editor: Paul Doyle

opinion@edition.ie

The badgers of Harcourt Street

Jordan Belfort will fit right in at an event organised by collegetimes.ie and Janmark Ltd, exemplars
of misogyny and ignorance, writes Paul Doyle

“No matter what happened in your past, you
are not your past, you are the resources and
capabilities you glean fromit, and that isthe
basis for all change” — Jordan Belfort, The
Wolf of Wall Street.

edicated in their race to the bottom, and

obviously taking this turn of phraseto
heart, collegetimes.ie — the website respon-
sible for pieces such as ‘One Night Stand
Guide- For Him'’, an article which encouraged
men to deliberately get women drunk so that
they can be easily taken advantage of — hasin-
vited convicted conman, crook, and all around
great guy Jordan Belfort to speak, apparently
motivationaly, at an event in Dublin.

In possession of alengthy rap sheet of
misogyny and crass, unadulterated ignorance,
collegetimes.ie is owned by Jamark Ltd.,
the company who can also proudly claim
ownership of Midnight promotions. Equally
as egalitarian, Midnight promotions last year
masterminded a campaign encouraging young
women to post pictures of their cleavage on
facebook, which, if rated high enough, would
allow them free entry into a nightclub. The
page, after alengthy bout of public outrage,
was removed.

Prior to titgate, Midnight ran an event
offering women in anightclub in Rathmines a
free drink if they surrendered their underwear
at the bar.

Jamark Ltd. are not their past; they are the
resources and capabilities they have gleaned
fromit.

Even if you'verolled your eyes at many
critiques of popular culture in the recent past
—you couldn’t care less how or where Miley
dances, you' re ambivalent to Robin Thicke's
dubious lyrics, you think that shows like My
Big Fat Gypsy Wedding are just fine — if you
visit Jordan Belfort’s facebook page, you'll
find something genuinely, stomach churningly
distressing about the number of people who
think this guy is some kind of role model.

"J.Bissimply my idol and example of life."

"Jordan, you have made me want to take up
a career in finances."

"1 hope you'’ re getting loose this weekend
JB. The reason we love you is because you're
a smart guy who worked in a conservative
industry and got loose on drugs and bitches.
You didn't sell out and become a 1950's
faggocrat drinking moccafrappacap-
pucinlattes..."

Promoting the
values such
as avarice,
greed and
power-hun-

(44

No better place
forhimthanan
event organised by
Janmark Ltd; the
ultimate lad's lad
inaroom filled with
laddish lads

ger; asarole model, The Wolf of Wall Street
isin practice more of an Atticus Finch for
UniL ads than the exemplar of reinvention and
positive change he portrays himself as.
Despite his rhetoric about bonding with
and caring about the people he worked with,
Belfort ratted out his friends so that he could
avoid alengthy prison sentence — the moral
epiphany in which he realized the error of
his ways coinciding with the first offer of a
reduced sentence in exchange for testifying
against others from his bizarre stockbro-

kers-cum-frat house.

While serving the little time he was given,
he penned ‘ The Wolf of Wall Street’, which
reads not so much a confession as a ‘look at
all the cool stuff | did and totally got away
with’.

f you’ve seen the film, or read the book,

you'll know that Belfort is not in possession
of even a semblance of a problem with theft.
This being the case, no ethical issues arose
when | downloaded his memoir illegally.

| am not my past; | am the resources and
capabilities | gleaned from it.

These resources gleaned compile to form
a seemingly unending list of affirmations of
Belfort’s complete and utter scumbaggery;
tributaries leading to basin of bastardry and
feigned remorse. No better place for him then,
than an event organized by Janmark Ltd; the
ultimate lad’s lad in a room filled with laddish
lads.

Open a newspaper and read about crime.
See the vitriol and venom spouted about
social problemsin some of the country’s
forgotten areas. Look at the comments under
articles. Scum. Lock them up and throw away
the key. Animals.

We scoff at heroin addicts stealing handbags
from high-street shops, yet flock to see a man
that literally stole hundreds of millions of
dollars from the public because he's in a suit
and he's alegend and he did loads of cocaine
and Leo DiCaprio played him an absolutely
class film.

And so young, aspiring entrepreneurs will
flock to the RDS to hear Belfort’s sermon.
He'll tell stories of his new found morality.
He'll tell people how to make the perfect sale.
He'll smile and collect the 50 or so euro from
each patron.

Belfort has yet to repay all of the money that
he owes his victims, and most likely never
will. Meanwhile, heisliving in amansionin
one the most expensive parts of the United
States.

Belfort’s victims had no idea that they
were handing over their savings to someone
planning on ruining them. They had no idea he
was a criminal; he was charismatic, charming,
and successful. The irony of his new found

career and College Times sponsored visit
is that now, many of the people
Belfort takes his
money from are
not only aware
of what his
list of crimes
is, but arein
awe of it.

imes.ie
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THEPORNOGRAPHY DEBATE

In defence of porn

By Eoghan Regan

uilt. Shame. A small bead of

sweat drops from your fore-
head and onto the keys, “What
have I just been watching?” you
think as you scramble to close the
window. A window into a part of
yourself that you would not so
hastily promulgate.

Pornography, you have been
watching pornography. A phenom-
enon which is clinically described
as being the 'Printed or visual
material containing the explicit
description or display of sexual or-
gans or activity, intended to stimu-
late sexual excitement.'

A fair, if not somewhat subdued
description of what pornis: ‘asex-
ual stimulant’.

Now, where one complication
may arise is from what exactly a
person is stimulated by. It could
be a rather conventional ‘bad di-
alogue, bad lighting, fake tits and
muscly dude’ scenario, or it could
be a ‘three midgets and a funnel’
type of thing.

But neither, I would hypothesise
are sexua deviations created by
viewing porn. The broad sexual
spectrum on which we all sit is
the driving force behind all porn.
Some more hard-core elements of
the porn matrix are created to meet
demand. It is consumer-driven.

Nowhere in the world is there
a director investing thousands of
dollars of seed capital into a video
where a woman surprises an am-
putee with a sexy pizza, because
he thought “people will eventualy
run out of Sasha Grey videos and
then they will HAVE to jack off to
this (maniacal laugh ensues)”. This
porn exists because people want it.

Also, the false image of sex that
porn conveys, is not as insidious as
people would let on. It is exactly
that, ‘a false image’ and should be
understood as such. To say that it

gives people afase image of what
sex is, is the same as claiming that
RAMBO is a handbook for all jun-
ior scout campers.

P)rn is an exaggeration of our
sexualities, and if it were

viewed by compos mentis adults
(asisits explicitly intended audi-
ence), there would be no outrage.
Those who are frantically scrib-
bling notes as the screen shakesin
the throes of badly acted orgasms
should either seek help, or wait
until they are an adult.

It could even be said that if sex
were not treated which such dis-
tain by a society which paradox-
icaly shuns it while simultane-
ously running a camera up Miley
Cyrus’s shorts, our young people
may be able to themselves sepa-
rate fantasy from reality. Parents,
educate your children.

As regard the industry and the
poor souls who wind up in a career
which, let’s be honest, is not known
for its pension support — the porn
industry which we understand from
‘Pornhub’ or ‘Redtube’ is not the
only form of porn out there.

A separate industry exists of
self-produced consenting porn,
which, should you choose to boy-
cott ‘Big Business Porn’ might
leave you with less of a stale taste
in your mouth.

People will continue to view,
consume and create porn so long
as our biological imperative to re-
produce comes into conflict with
our 21st century inability to com-
municate with the other sex.

Everyone masturbates, and if
they don’t they should, just keep it
in context of what you're viewin:
one actor and another actor (pos-
sibly severa other actors) doing
what you wish you were doing
yourself.

The case against

By Saoirse Ivory

hose of you who know me will

be expecting this article to de-
cry pornography for its blatant
objectification of women, and I'm
not one to disappoint, so let’s just
get that out of the way first.

The porn industry, as I see it, is
just one of the many mechanisms
that contributes to society’s dehu-
manisation of women. There is a
popular Family Guy skit in which
a man is in a hotel room giving
a scantily clad woman a wad of
cash, when the cops burst presum-
ably to arrest them for engaging in
prostitution. The man points out
the camera in the room and de-
clares that if they’re filming it, it’s
technically porn and therefore it’s
“okay”.

This particular skit is funny be-
cause it’s true. Most people recog-
nisethat lines between prostitution
and pornography are blurred, and
yet one is considered morally un-
acceptable by society, and the oth-
er isjust a business (if a bit more
risqué).

Prodtitution is detrimental to
women for reasons too complex
to describe here, but the crux of it
is this: the commodification of a
body, any body, is bad news for the
unfortunate person who occupies it.

Most women (and it is mostly
women, at least in Ireland) who
enter prostitution do so only in
times of utter desperation, or by
coercion.

When a woman sells her body
she is relinquishing control over
what is in many cases the only
thing she has left. Through pay-
ing for the use of another person’s
body, the buyer is facilitating the
dehumanisation of that person.

The degradation inherent in the
act of prostitution isjust as present
in pornography, except that it is
concealed by a cheesy narrative, a

mellow soundtrack and soft light-
ing. Strip this away and you have
nothing but than a woman selling
her body.

But wait, what about the ele-
phant-sized penis in the room?
Doesn’t that belong to a man? Isn’t
he being objectified and degraded
too? I'm glad you asked.

The penis in the porno is a tool.
It’s detached from the male body
and used to manipulate the female
body. So yes, in that sense, men
are also objectified. The problem
is that the overwhelming ma-
jority of porn is geared towards
a straight male audience, so the
woman’s body is always the focal
point, while the male is simply a
supporting role.

But, when it comes to the male
role in pornography, this is far
from the biggest problem.

A frankly ridiculous amount of
what is offered on mainstream
pornography websites goes some-
thing like this: an older man, a
‘teen’ girl, and the former’s ex-
ertion of control over the latter.
But even this somewhat crude
description of a popular porno
plot is laughably naive once you
scratch beneath the surface of the
ever-growing beast that is internet
porn. It didn’t take much digging
to uncover a terrifying amount of
rape-fantasy enactment videos.

These are only afew of the prob-
lems with porn, and are each worth
addressing on their own terms, but
it should not be forgotten that porn
is not self-sufficient.

For all it’s faults, it is a business
that exists because there is a de-
mand for it. So perhaps the spot-
light need not be shone on porn
itself, but rather the way in which
society educates its youth about
sexuality and gender roles.
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Letters from a
Successful DIT Graduate

Darek Fortas completed his BA in
Photography in 2011 and has since
been awarded and shortlisted in
numerous national and international

art awards

It has been nearly three
years since | graduated
from DIT.

The Photography BA
(Hons) | completed has a
very good mix of theory
and practice. Both of these
aspects complement each
other at the later stages of
the programme.

You need to have a solid
underlying foundation to
make work that is stimu-
lating and engaging. Good
research skills and applica-
tion of theory are crucial in
order for the final product
to achieve that.

The ability to talk pub-
licly about your practice is
extremely important. | talk
to myself a lot when pre-
paring for talks, whether on
the bus or on the street. It
works very well but people
around you can get fright-
ened from time to time!

What | found very impor-
tant as a part of my degree

was funding application
preparation, as it eventual-
ly alowed me to sustain a
practice as a professiona
artist.

If 1 could turn back time
| would have created a col-
lege society that promotes
a multidisciplinary  ap-
proach to art making, one
that gathers students from
different fine art programs
within DIT.

It would have created di-
aogue between different
modes of practice and to
organised events that pro-
mote the excellence of fine
artat DIT.

Somehow | feel DIT (both
students and staff) should
work more on publicising
the outcomes of the fine
art programs to the out-
side world (not only Grad
Shows). There is stuff of
very high merit created
within DIT al the time.

Assuming you study what

you are passionate about —
why would you study an-
ything else? — you should
aways try to push the
boundaries forward, even
at the expense of failing.
The sooner you start to take
risks, the better your ability
to manage them will be.
Risks that are successful
foster innovation, while
functioning only within
your comfort zone makes
your obsolete in the longer
term. Again, don’t be afraid
of falling. Learning how
to cope with failure, or re-
fusal, is what makes peo-
ple successful long term. |
would rather have a mas-
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Iwould create
asociety that
gatherstogether
students from
different fine art
programmes in
DIT

sive failure, while being in
the process of working to-
wards something, than not
doing anything.

Don't study for grades,
but to develop yourself.
Try totailor your degree, so
that it suits how would you
like to develop yourself.
There's a massive differ-
ence between being pro-
grammed and getting edu-
cated. Also, remember that
what goes around comes
around — don’t expect any-
thing to happen if you don’t
work hard for it.

To sum up: take the risks,
aways am higher and
self-initiate.

A long-term plan for your
career, with a combination

of perseverance, ambi-
tion, talent, the ability to
take risks and good energy
management are the key
components in any field of
study.

There’s no universal defi-
nition of success, so make
sure to create your own.
When you achieve some-
thing, hold the level and
aim for more.

As a fresh graduate, or a
current student, you need to
start working on develop-
ing your network —don’t be
afraid to get in touch with
tutors after your finish your
program.

Most importantly, life is
not a rehearsal, so enjoy
every single day!

Sarah Sabour-Pickett graduated with a BSc in Optometry in DIT Kevin Street in
2007. Since then she has worked as an Optometrist and has recently completed a PhD

Nearly seven years on from graduation — what
would | have wanted to know back in DIT?

Whilein college:

ATTEND THE LECTURES (yes, there are many!)
and seek to understand little by little each day.
Don't be afraid to ask questions, if not of your
lecturers, then of your friends/colleagues. Dis-
cover and learn together.

WORK AT A STEADY PACE throughout the year
rather than cramming at the end. If you have
the opportunity to get some experience in a
practice while in college, or over the summer,
takeit.

PAUSE AND LOOK BACK at how much you
have learnt, when stressis high and it all seems
too much.

PAY ATTENTION TO EACH TOPIC, even though

not everything you learn will be used in your
day job. I've realised that we are not just being
asked to be Optometrists who can carry out a
few tests — we have to be capable and versatile
individuals, able to meet challenges, overcome
obstacles, work through things we don't neces-
sarily like. It is all about maturing and extend-
ing our capacities.

When it comes to entering the working world:

BE PATIENT WITH YOURSELF. Just because
you're a graduate, don't feel you are expected
to know everything. Even after many years, |
know | don't know it al — never will! All of
life is a learning process. Anyway, ongoing
experience in the field will always teach you
more skills, and each day you will potentially
be learning something new.

WHEN DEALING WITH PATIENTS, see them as
if they were your own mother/father/sibling
and treat them with the same sincere level of
consideration and care.

NEVER SAY NEVER. | swore | would never go
back to study but within two years | had itchy
feet. | certainly never imagined | could do a
PhD. But, as with everything else one might
face in life - college or otherwise — patiently,
little-by-little, day-by-day, it is astonishing
what can be achieved.

ENJOY THE FEW YEARS — they will be over
before you know it. You will meet such a great
range of interesting people, and youth is atime
that affords you opportunities unlike any oth-
er timein life. Thisis your time and you will
look back on it with great affection knowing
the wonderful fruitsit brought you.
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Getting a handle on
the Twitter machine

Irish journalists have come to use Twitter to
break news and find sources, but it has not led to
a citizen journalism revolution. Barry Lennon
investigates the Irish field

efore last night’s game kicked

off an appeal was made
over the stadium’s loudspeaker:
“Ladies and gentleman, one final
notice. If anyone wishesto write a
match report for tomorrow’s Irish
Independent, please tweet it at
Indo Sport and the editor will run
it in the morning’s paper. Thank
you.”

Okay, that never happened.
Although some may have to re-
sort to thisif they wish to source
50 percent of their content from
users, as Johnston Press wish to
do by 2020.

Most journalistsin Ireland or
elsewhere source very small
amounts (nowhere near 50 per-
cent) of ‘user generated content’
viasocia mediasites like Twitter.

The Guardian calls this ‘open
journalism,” where “new tech-
nologies allows readers to be
enlisted like an army of report-
ers’ tweeting tip-offs at Guardian
journalists.

Thisisnot anew idea. The
tip-off has ssimply moved on
to Twitter, as Irish journalists
anal ogise with an old example,
“Twitter isavirtual pub where
instead of getting tip-offs from
random blokes you don’t know,
it'sa Twitter user.”

News lines, sourced like this,
still need to be verified from the
“virtual pub” before using them
in a newspaper that readers are
willing to pay for.

Some tips prove useful, some
additional, some wrong and then
some are as follows: “Alan Shat-
ter is a shape shifting reptile per-
son.” No different from before.

witter cannot facilitate such

'50 percent of user generated
content', and it's debatable if these
tip-offsor ‘open journalism’ is
anything different. It seems an
exercisein rebranding.

However, Twitter has increased
the number of sources. This can
be seen in national media cover-
age of local events such as local
elections or provincial matches.

Previously the national media

relied on one local correspondent
or acounty board if reporting
provincial matches.

If the match was marred by vi-
olence resulting in some players
heading to the bench and others
to hospital, alocal journalist may
feel reluctant to reveal details
which might paint alocal com-
munity in abad light, fearing loss
of hisor her sources and readers.

With Twitter, journalists can
rely on a number of sources
tweeting from the event (play-
ers, fans and other journalists)
making reports of a controversial
event harder to suppress.

Changein culture

Twitter has undoubtedly helped
speed the pace of breaking news
in Ireland, much to the disgrun-
tlement of some senior journal-
ists, who are being told that they
should tweet by the boss.

Coincidentally, these estab-
lished journalist have the most
influence on Twitter. Thanks to
their experience, they often amass
thousands of followers before
they ever tweet.

Other older hacks fear the
evolution that Twitter is part of.
Some believe that its introduction
is part of awider cultural and
competitive change in journalism
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One journalist at the
Irish Times told me
content was being
directly influenced

by Twitter, with

features like "top 10
socks of the week"
being printed ahead

of "issues important

toIrish society”

which has degraded some news-
paper content.

Onejournalist at the Irish Times
complained that content was
being “directly influenced by
Twitter,” with features like the
“top 10 socks of the week” being
printed ahead of “issues impor-
tant to Irish society".

The same senior journalist
said his younger colleagues are
obsessed with remaining compet-
itive as opposed to appealing to
their traditional market.

Whatever the cause, readers
are turning away with the Irish
Times' circulation down 7.1 per-
cent last year.

Tweeting is serious business

Social mediais used to attract
readers to news websites, with
Twitter especially useful in
targeting niche groups. A popular
soccer writer can target the soccer
audience directly by tweeting
linksto their exclusives, as their
followers are mostly to be foot-
ball fans.

The Irish Independent have
adopted this targeted approach
most vigorously, expecting their
reporters to feed its official Twit-
ter account, @independent_ie,
and break news first.

Thisis serious business as one
Indo journalist tells me, “People
think Twitter is a bit of a hobby.
That's aright, but the bossisn’t
paying you to have a bit of craic.”

Although, this same respondent
admitted that he used his own
account to tweet pictures of his
dogs showing the curious mix of
personal and private life on the
socia network.

Despite this mix, Irish journal-
ists agreed that Twitter proved
an essential professional tool.
The question was not whether it
would remain. It was what might
replaceit?
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Going Dutch
on drug laws

COLIN
LAYDE

UTRECHT, Netherlands —
| have had the last week

off college and | used

the time to finally make

the half hour journey to

Amsterdam with a couple

of friends.

As you’d expect the
Dutch capital isincredi-
bly busy, with cars, trams
and bicycles all travelling
with reckless abandon
along the city’s roads. We
strolled around for the day
and clambered up the ‘|
am Amsterdam’ sign for
a photo opportunity like
quintessential tourists,
before sitting down in a
tulip garden and enjoying
the sun.

We feigned being cul-
tured and visited the Dutch
national museum of art
the Rijksmuseum which
houses one of the most
valuable collections in the
world.

If Ireland is renowned
for its contribution to the
canon of literature through
Joyce, Wilde and Beckett,
the Dutch are equally re-
vered for their contribution
to art. The Rijksmuseum
houses works by Dutch
masters including Vermeer,
Van Gogh and Rembrandit.

Irish national museums
have long been free of an
entry charge, something
which we often take for
granted. Visitors to the
National Gallery can
view masterpieces by
Vermeer and Caravaggio
free of charge. Entry to
the Rijksmuseum is €15
but well worth it, with the
architecture of the recently
renovated building im-
pressing almost as much
as the canvas on the walls.
The main building was re-
opened by Queen Beatrix
in April last year following
a ten-year €375 million
renovation.

We also visited the Am-
sterdam Arena, the stadium
on the outskirts of the city
and is famous internation-

ally as the home of Dutch
football club Ajax.

Besides art and football,
another thing the Dutch
are known for istheir
policy towards recreational
drugs. The Dutch system
differentiates between
‘soft” and ‘hard’ drugs
with authorities adopting
a non-enforcement policy
toward cannabis.

'Coffee shops and
possession of cannabis are
illegal in the Netherlands,
but the policy of non-en-
forcement is so entrenched
that Dutch courts have
been known to rule against
the state when it seeks
individual prosecutions.

There are more than half
a dozen coffee shopsin
Utrecht, with Andersen in

44

Living over
here has made
me realise
the absolute
folly of our
criminalisation
of cannabhis

the city centre probably
being the most prominent.

Astonishingly, the
Culture Boat shop (an
actual boat) is permanently
docked opposite Utrecht’s
prison and, features a
rooftop terrace enabling
patrons to enjoy the sun
while off their face.

In Ireland, the street
value of cannabisis said
to be €50 for between two
and three grams. The cof-
feshopsin Utrecht charge
between €40 and €50 for
five grams depending on
the weed, with the shops
aso offering pre-rolled
joints for between €2.50
and €3.50.

iving over here has

made me realise the
absolute folly of our own
criminalisation of canna-
bis, with public resources
being wasted attempting to
eradicate the use of adrug
enjoyed recreationally by
tens of thousands of people
who live otherwise produc-
tive and lawful lives.

The money would

be much better spent
improving public services
or providing treatment
for users of hard drugs —
notably, the Dutch enjoy
the best healthcare system
in the world, along with
excellent public transport
and education systems.

Lessons learned from a semester in the Paris pressure-cooker

DARRAGH
MOWLDS

PARIS, France—

Since this is the last Edition |
suppose this Erasmus Diary should
be a time for reflection or some
such thing.

It’s been a while since my last
Erasmus diary so, major talking
points since then include trips to
fellow Erasmus goers, basking in
the Parisian sunshine, my 21st, still
waiting to have my first conversa-
tion with a classmate, and being
told off for wearing shorts on a hot
day in this perplexing town.

I’11 start with the latter. In a coun-
try known for being colourful, you
would imagine knee-length shorts
would be greeted with a stereo-
typical shrug. Not here in IPJ, the

place where fun goesto die.

I was told off by the head of
the school, and asked to not wear
shorts in the college again. The
reason, as far as I can glean, is one
of the following: they take them-
selves far too seriously, or they are
incredibly jealous of my legs — or
both.

My aforementioned birthday was
a bizarre and yet brilliant experi-
ence. Plans to go home had been
scuppered by the prison-camp
hours, but I'm glad.

I visited Disneyland with my
room-mates and let me tell you,
spending your 21st giddily running
around in Disneyland is just as fun
asit sounds.

A few pints and pizzas later and |
thought my birthday weekend was
over. It wasn’t until the next Friday
that a surprise visit from one of my
best friends at home capped off an
incredible birthday.

Erasmus has given me abase for
travel, which has been great.
Belgium and Holland have both
been visited by bus and fun-filled
frolicking ensued.

It was great to get away from the

(44

Despite how much
we slagit, there
is something
inherently
wonderful about
being Irish,
something I now
appreciate more

pressure cooker that is Gay Par-
is, and to enjoy some new places.
Noticeably, I wasn’t asked for a
passport once in all of my jour-
neys, nor were my bags checked
despite one of my journeys being
from Amsterdam to Paris with
every other passenger being... let’s
call them hippies.

Things I have learned in my
travels: don’t ever try to drive in
Paris, jokes are few and far be-
tween in Holland (but the people
are indescribably nice), mocking
depressed French rugby fans will
not go down well and, finally, de-
spite how much we slag it, there is
something inherently wonderful
about being Irish.

This isn’t just nostalgic patriot-
ism, but it’s something I will ap-
preciate more from now on.

See all you beautiful people when
I touch back down in Dublin, good
luck to everyone in their exams.
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Feeling at home
away from home

STEPHANIE
COSTELLO

BRUSSELS, Belgium—

I’m sitting here, eating a home-
made orange cake covered in ma-
ple syrup at an unreasonable time
of night. The culprits responsible
for this forbidden spongy delight
aretwo of my room-mateswho, in
part, make up the jolliest gather-
ing of people | have ever had the
pleasure of meeting.

We are living in our very own
living, breathing organism — a
five-bedroom duplex, overlooking
the gay district of Brussels. It's a
place where brothers, sisters, lov-
ers, and friends are made.

This week | met the mother of
one of my room-mates. It was a
calming experience, in a house
that is not adverse to a party. The
smell of his mother’s home cook-
ing was a refreshing change from
overloaded ashtrays and stale beer
can juice. On a Saturday, she
treated us to a Moroccan delicacy
of couscous served in the wooden,
planet-shaped bowl.

In the same vein, this got me
thinking about home comforts
and at what point a foreign city
becomes a home. It's important
when travelling to find your secret
moments of solitude. For me, it's
the walk home from Flagey in the

evening, as the sun is setting, with
asamosain my right hand.

Another of my little joys is the
music of Brussels. | suppress a
churlish giggle when | hear Dido
played in the metro station at
morning rush hour, as if people
need more of an excuse to throw
themselvesin front of atrain.

Or when Stevie Wonder and
Radiohead pour out of the sound
system while | queue in my local
supermarket.

tthesametimeitisstill possi-
bleto hear the guttural sounds
of Belgium’s underbelly from my
balcony. The centre is a quarter of
Brussels that has its own idiosyn-
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It'simportant
when travelling to
find your secret
moments of
solitude. For me, it's
the walk home, as
the sunis setting,
with asamosain my
right hand

The atmosphere here at four in
the morning for women can be
displacing. It's common to get
whispered at in the subway and
whistled at in the street.

Thisis smply normal for wom-
en here and is wonderfully illus-
trated in student filmmaker So-
phie Peeters documentary entitled
‘Femme De La Rue'. She walked
the streets with a hidden camerain
her bag to highlight the prevalence
and predatory nature of sexism
and cat-calling that riddles this
city.

As luck would have it, I experi-
enced another slice of home when
given the opportunity to work as
a stylist on a Belgian short film
by student filmmaker and Long-
ford native Don Duncan. For two
weeks the team travelled around
different locations in the city
shooting ‘Les Cordes Sensibles'.

The story, in a nutshell, is about
an older prostitute with a heart of
gold [this phrase is definitely get-
ting ticked off the list of things
I've aways wanted to write in
an article], who falls in love with
a puppet maker. The highlight of
my job was dressing a bunch of
affable, lovely women al over the
age of 50 as trashtastic working
women.

I n an ultimately futile attempt at
procrastination from finishing
this article | decided to pop out to
the shop to buy some phone credit.
| had just woken up and therefore
didn't pay too much attention to
brushing my hair or getting prop-
erly dressed. Alas, | left my city
centre apartment without my keys
and with no roommates at home |
found myself locked out in a dif-

ferent country.

When locked out in Dublin, |
have my security mechanisms.
| can sit in the local coffee shop
or just return home to my mum
and dad’'s. But here, In the most
tourist-dense quarter of Brussels,
looking like an unkempt tramp in
bright blue and green pam tree
leggings, and approaching three-
day-old unwashed hair, | couldn’t
really bring myself to sit in any of
the tourist spots.

So, | sucked it up and did what |
had to do. | called my roommate
in college who doesn’t speak any
English and attempted to find my
way to her around the city through
French. | navigated my way past
the Mannekin Pis and throngs of
Asian tourists following a man
with a yellow flag. I ignored the
glares and ultimately found my
destination.

This little escapade helped me
tick yet another box in my home
comforts bucket list and made me
feel alittle morerooted in acity as
opposed to an eternal visitor.

o finish, I should probably

harp on about the merits
of Erasmus and how it is help-
ing to define our generation as a
well-travelled, open minded group
of people. | should aso touch on
how the programme is in a sense
eroding nationaist sentiments
amongst people in my own age
bracket.

Alas, | can’t really speak for my
generation, only me. After near-
ly four months living abroad and
aone in Belgium | am coming to
terms with what side my bread is
buttered on. | have but one nugget
of wisdom — home is where the
crisp sandwiches are.

Brussels Guide:

Where to drink — Bonnefoi is
another mecca of the city centre
where the bartenders are just as
crazy as the punters. Plus it stays
open until 6am every night, if you
should need a distraction from the
approaching day.

Visit — Les Marolles flea market
on Place Jeu de Balle, open every-

day.

Drink — Mint tea from one of the
many Moroccan Cafes al over
Brussels.

Watch — The trailer for Femme
De La Rue, which is yet to be re-
leased in its entirety, at stopstree-
tharassment.org.
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nce upon a time, Palmer Luckey

was sumped in his garage dis-

mantling head-mounted displays

he had collected from around the
world in an attempt to understand how they
worked. Rendering these as “sorry” exam-
ples he set out to build a better, affordable
version.

With a name not far removed from a Grimm
Brothers Fairytale, Palmer firmly took his
place as the protagonist in this tale when earli-
er this year Facebook acquired his creation for
two billion dollars in stock and cash.

Luckey was homeschooled as a child and
went on to take college classes in his teens,
during which he was drawn to science fiction
and, in particular, virtual reality. Describing
himself as an “electronics enthusiast and mak-
er’” he never formally studied technology or en-
gineering, instead opting to enroll in California
State University Long Beach, with aspirations
to pursue a career in journalism

His interest in the virtual world only grew
when in college Pamer became enthralled
by the futuristic visions of “The Lawnmower
Man”, “Snow Crash” and “The Matrix”. Hav-
ing dismantled countless head-mounted dis-
plays in his garage, Luckey decided to make
affordable virtual reality a commercial reality.

With no formal engineering training or ex-
perience he dropped out of college to work on
his own project. Very quickly this idea quickly
became an “obsession”, the kind of almost haz-
ardous gamble needed to set the plot.

Palmer and his project were put on the map
when he loaned John Carmack, the creator
of Doom 3 and a pioneer of 3D in games, a
prototype in June of 2012. Carmack took a
virtual reality enabled version of Doom 3 to a
games conference in LA. His demo captivated
the entire audience. Two months later Palmer
launched his kickstarter campaign to develop
his prototype further and it had raised over one
million dollars in less than two days.

More money followed (over ninety million
dollars in venture-capital funding to date), al-
lowing Luckey to hire Carmack and to begin
work on a high-definition version of the head-
set, called Oculus Rift.

In March of 2013, the prototype of Oculus
Rift went on sale targeting developers at $300.
As of yet there is no consumer version availa-
ble, something that raised questions surround-
ing Facebook’s acquisition valuation. Enthusi-
asts are designing games for the prototype and
are opening a new world of possibilities and
ideas every time. A YouTube clip of a ninety
year old grandmother trying the headset out for

Oculus causes a rift

Selling out or stepping up? Amanda Connolly enlightens the
debate on whether Facebook has ripped the heart from one of the
most exciting tech start-ups in recent years

the first time has now been viewed over two
million times.

Sony has released their own rival virtual real-
ity headset codenamed Project Morpheus with
their President, Shuhei Yoshida, thanking the
Oculus Rift team at their announcement.

Mark Zuckerberg announcing that Facebook
had agreed to acquire Oculus in order to “build
the next major computing platform that will
come after mobile,” must have seemed like
Palmer Luckey’s fairy tale was complete.

ut is it really? Is this too early in the story

for a plot twist? Zuckerberg’s enthusiasm
for Oculus Rift seems to be genuine — “Peo-
ple who try it say it’s different from anything
they’ve ever experienced in their lives,” he
wrote in his post announcing the deal. Zuck-
erberg’s vision is that “immersive virtual and
augmented reality will become a part of peo-
ple’s everyday life,” and described a future in
which people will able to “enjoy a court-side
seat at a game, study in a classroom of students
and teachers all over the world, or consult with
a doctor face to face — just by putting on gog-
gles in your home.”
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An air of betrayal wafted
through the video-
game world when the
Facehook acquisition
was announced, seeing
it as a shelving of indie
game developers'
opportunities with
Oculus

This wholesome vision of futuristic home
entertainment has its roots in Luckey’s garage,
where the protective goggles lay strewn with
soldering irons, and unapologetic head-mount-
ed displays spilled their wire guts onto his
workbench.

Oculus Rift is an opportunity for every am-
ateur, garage developer to build brash, exper-
imental software, and it is tied to the layman
backers on Kickstarter.

For these real people, Facebook’s corporate
ethos is in direct contrast to what they viewed

as Palmer Luckey’s vision. Markus Persson,
the somewhat outspoken creator of Minecraft
wrote, on his blog Notch.net: “I did not chip
in ten grand to seed a first investment round to
build value for a Facebook acquisition.”

None of the Kickstarter contributors will ben-
efit financially from the acquisition. Persson
also tweeted that he would cease work on the
Oculus version of Minecraft that was in devel-
opment.

An air of betrayal wafted through the vid-
eo-game world when the acquisition was
announced, seeing it as a shelving of indie
game developers’ opportunities with Oculus.
Andy Baio, on of the creators of Kickstart-
er tweeted: “I can palpably feel the oxygen
sucked out of the room.”

Persson continued: “Facebook is not a game
tech company... Facebook has a history of car-
ing about building user numbers, and nothing
but building user numbers. People have made
games for Facebook platforms before, and
while it worked great for a while, they were
stuck in a very unfortunate position when
Facebook eventually changed the platform to
better fit the social experience they were trying
to build.”

You can argue for both sides in this dispute,
given that the social network gives Oculus an
already curated entry point into the mainstream
market with one of the world’s most successful
direct-marketing companies.

But there are costs involved in this ‘adoption’,
even besides from the enthusiast community’s
disappointment. Big corporate companies of-
ten have a stultifying effect on the agile start-
ups they acquire, no matter how much they in-
tend to remain hands-off. Given Zuckerberg’s
sweeping statements about virtual reality soon
replacing mobile, it does seem hard to believe
that they will remain only supportive onlookers
in the Oculus team’s process.

Palmer Luckey was aware of the concern in
his story, and took to Reddit to put them at bay:
“We are not going to track you, flash ads at
you, or do anything invasive,” he wrote. This
may not, however, be Luckey’s choice; Zuck-
erberg had already suggested otherwise. When
he was asked how Facebook intends to make
Oculus profitable, Zuckerberg said that the
company would first focus on getting it into as
many hands as possible to create “a network
where people communicate and buy virtual
goods,” adding: “There might be advertising in
the world.”

A sigh of apprehension was breathed and the
dragon went back to sleep.
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Captains of
The Crunch

Al McConnell met the comedians
behind the Comedy Crunch, a Dublin
comedy night with a difference

fter nearly three
hours of close-quarter
comedy in the tightly
packed basement of
The Stag'sHead, the seemingly
outrageous claim from Comedy
Crunch co-host Danny O’Brien
becomes entirely believable.

With alaugh of almost disbe-
lief, he explains this free comedy
night “in a sweaty basement in
the centre of Dublin” is, and has
been for over ayear, Tripadvi-
sor’s second highest rated 'thing
to do' in the capital.

The Comedy Crunch, afree
night of stand-up comedy every
Sunday and Monday, apparently
strikes a chord with reviewers
more than the Book of Kells, the
National Museum, the Botanic
Gardens and 258 other attrac-
tions.

That says alot either about
the typical Tripadvisor user's
cultural taste, or the Crunch
itself, but considering the stream

of punters hovering around the
entrance three hours earlier, as
he and Crunch founder Colm
McGlinchey set up for the night,
I’d wager it's the |atter.

he Crunchiis, in alot of ways,

a‘comedian’s comedy night’
— not acomment on the content of
its performers, but on its origins
and approach.

There's no hefty admission fee,
for one thing; the audienceis
there free of charge and is asked
for donations at the end. For
another thing, the Crunch was
organised by McGlinchey and
afew other comedianswho, in
2008, were keen to get extra stage
time.

“We were starting to get more
and more big gigsin Ireland and
the UK and we needed some
extrapractice,” he told me while
setting out candles on the tables,
and sound-checking the stage.

Originally amonthly Crunch,

its name epitomising the year
of ‘credit crunch’ collapse, the
nights soon became weekly
(when O'Brien joined as an
organiser), then eventually
twice-weekly, and even up to
three shows during the summer,
when comedians preview their
Edinburgh Fringe Festival sets.
“About three years after we
started in the Shebeen Chic, its
owner had a dispute with the
landlord over rent and the venue
ceased to be,” says McGlinchey.
“We were on the ball though, and
moved that week to the Stag’'s
Head, without missing a show.
As soon as we had our first show
here we were overwhelmed with
how fantastic the room was for
comedy. We' ve been here ever
since.”

(44

The day after arughy
match the place is
packed with people
who were covering
for everyone who
was off enjoying the
game

fter reaching its 400th show

in late February, the Crunch
has grown to the point of attract-
ing capacity crowds every night
(the host’s nightly photo of the
crowd, taken from the stage, gives
an impression of just how full the
little basement becomes). It can
boast as regulars Neil Delamere,
Fred Cooke, Foil Arms & Hog,
and PJ Gallagher.

On the night I'm in attendance,
O'Brienison as host with little
sets that punctuate each main
act'stime on stage.

Aidan Greene was first up, one
of what must be an elite group
of stammering stand-ups (and |
thought it took guts to do comedy
in the first place).

Emma Doran, arelative new-
comer to the circuit, followed
him with a sharp set in absolute
dead-pan.

Before Chris Kent took to the
stage for alonger headline set,
Sean Nolan kept the dead-pan
theme going with adark stream
of one-liners. You'll remem-
ber him as the RTE Two New
Comedy Award winner from last
summer —if you don't remember
him, he's worth looking up.

cGlinchey and O'Brien

have created a monster in
the Crunch. It has a momentum
behind it that sets it firmly as a
stalwart of Sunday and Monday
nightsin Dublin, whichis no
mean feat for the traditionally
quiet nightsin the city.

"On aMonday night we have a
Saturday night atmosphere,” says
McGlinchey. "There's an idea that
Sundays and Mondays are week-
end left-overs, but Dublin's full of
people who do shift work.

"The day after arugby match
the place is packed with people
who were covering for everyone
that was off enjoying the game.
We're proof there's amarket for
Sunday and Monday nights."

The donations can be hit-
and-miss, however, as O'Brien
explained: "Usually you'd think
we lrish people are too shy or
embarrassed not to tip, but some-
timesyou just get a bad night."

Fortunately, says McGlinchey,
there's usually afew "older Amer-
icans" in, who "tip loads".

Good donations or bad, the
Crunch is McGlinchey and
O'Brien'sthing. They have built
it up from alittle night for the
weekend |eft-overs, towhat it is
today. Judging from the crowd's
reaction tonight, it looks likely to
be around for along time.
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Leaving 'home sweet home' behind

Editor Al McConnell
visited two of DIT's
smaller campuses,
which will be vacated
as students move to
Grangegorman this
September

PORTLAND ROW

or those reader swho have

felt a pang of sadness at

leaving the dlightly run-

down, little-bit-shambolic
student flat they once thought they
hated, there will be an affinity with
those who are moving out of Port-
land Row this summer.

The Victorian building, situated at the
junction of the North Circular Road and
Summerhill, has been DIT's most chaot-
ic homestead. With the Institute renting
the ground floor, its habit of allowing in
the elements when they aren't welcome
has been a particular challenge.

Kieran Corcoran, Head of the School
of Art, Design & Printing, showed an
immediate sense of relief that DIT is
exiting the building, when asked how
long he personally had been around
Portland Row.

"Oh...too long. It's an old building,
there are leaks and so on. That kind
of thing is hard to overcome, and it
really has absorbed a lot of energy, and
absorbed a lot of money as well. Even
now, I reckon you would get through
probably one or two more winters and
you’ll be back to a lot of the same
problems there were eight years ago
[when DIT was forced to spend after a
long series of maintenance issues].”

In 2001, DIT was forced to carry out
an investigation into the condition of
the building following an inspection
by the Health and Safety Authority
(HSA), which highlighted a lack of
maintenance.

A year later, the DIT Independent re-
ported a ceiling collapse in a Portland
Row studio, which followed soon after
second-floor toilets were found to be
leaking into DIT spaces.

Even in 2008, when models refused
to take part in a life drawing class
without central heating, many of the
same problems seemed to remain.

Add it all up, and it might be difficult

to see why anyone would have put up
with Portland Row for so long.

omance, character, or charm —

whichever it is that draws fond
memories of the troubled tenancies we
have as students — are, however, a part
of Portland Row.

There are the stories you can tell
showing someone new (like myself on
this occasion) around the building.

It's mentioned in James Joyce's
Ulysses, for example:

"Father Conmee smelt incense on
hisright hand as he walked. Saint
Joseph’s church, Portland row. For
aged and virtuous females. Father
Conmeeraised his hat to the Blessed
Sacrament. Mirtuous: but occasionally
they were also badtempered.”

Corcoran even admits some aspects
of the building he will miss.

"There'salot of individual little
quirky spaces — cubby holes and
cupboards dotted around the place —
because it was originally a convent.
There’s a morgue, for example, now
used as part of someone’s studio."”

Aside from its quirky, impractical
charm, Corcoran also points out that
it has been the ideal setting for End of
Year Shows and an annual barbeque in
the courtyard area.

In fact, he says, many of the Erasmus
students who spend a semester here
end up being big fans of the place
(and some even ask to spend another
semester there).

"A lot of the other European art col-
leges would be in brand new colleges

Ceiling cave-
ins, constant
leaks and
alack of
heating

have made
the historic
Portland Row
afavourite
of the DIT
Buildings
Office

that can be a bit soulless. There's alot
of character in this place."

I took a risk to find out whether this
might be the superficial impression of
a one-semester interloper, and asked a
group of students whether as previous
description | had heard of the place
was appropriate —"It's a shit-hole, but
it's our shit-hole."

"That's pretty much it," they said.

hose positive sides to the building,

for Corcoran and DIT at any rate,
are too heavily out-weighed by the
negatives for a nostalgic extension of
Portland Row rent.

"It means I’'m moving into a building
that | can at least be responsible for,
because DIT owns it," he said. "If
someone says to me the roof is leaking
here — well, I’'m not the landlord... At
Grangegorman we’ll be on our own
site, dealing with our own people.
And if it doesn’t work out it’s our own
fault.”

The combination of art, photography
and the full range of design coursesin
one building is also an aspect many of
the lecturers hope will prove collab-
orative and creative benefits for each
individual course.

As Corcoran said, it would take a
lot of time and money to keep this
place going. Walking through its old
doorways, over Victorian tiles they
won't find in September, however, a
little nostalgia would be allowed for
students who have spent years battling
the elements and keeping an eye on
that creaking ceiling above them.
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TEMPLEBAR

f Portland Row was the campus

that DIT wasforever adapting

to, the Temple Bar building

is perhapsthe exact opposite.
Designed and built specifically for
the Institute's photography course,
this site was bespoke where Portland
Row was splitting at the seams.

It would be difficult to imagine, for
that reason, any other DIT course be-
ing based in Temple Bar. The narrow
building rises five stories out of the
cobbled streets, housing a network
of dark corridors, extra-thick doors
and electric light —a photographer's
dream, in terms of the benefits created
for dark-room development (it will be
interesting to see who moves in after).

The photography course has been
based here for nearly two decades
and the building is, in many ways, a
cornerstone of 'Temple Bar' as we now
know it.

Ann Curran, Programme Chair of the
BA Photography, explains how it was
designed originally as part of a "holis-
tic approach to Temple Bar in relation
to photography and film".

"It's no coincidence," she says, "that
the DIT Photography programme is
situated over the National Photograph-
ic Archive, across the way from the
Gallery of Photography and beside the
Irish Film Institute."

This pictorial hub, with the four
spaces edging Meeting House Square,
was one of the first steps towards
creating what is now Dublin's cultural
quarter.

Daniel Siberry and Roisin White, two
third-year BA Photography students,
are currently in the midst of a project
curating the building, which will
exhibit through photos, video and text
the life of the building so far.

"Looking back to when this build-
ing opened," Siberry tells me, "it was
when Temple Bar was being sectioned
off and zoned as a tourism/cultural
quarter, when before it had been some-
thing completely different — there was
even a plan for an enormous bus depot
in Temple Bar at one point, which puts
the whole area in perspective."

ooking at changes within the

building over the years, as part of
their project, also reveals an insight
into how photography itself has trans-
formed, as White explains:

"Seeing how the course developed
with technology has been interesting,"
she says. "There's a locker room and
computer lab upstairs, for example,
which used to be colour printing
and colour processing dark rooms —
everything used to be film."

Of course, those quirks of the build-
ing that exist because of its bespoke

DIT's Temple
Bar building
was designed
and built
specifically
for the
photography
course

creation remain. Siberry also wonders
how the next occupant will adapt:

"It's strange that a building designed
specifically for photography is going
to be handed on to people in an office
who presumably won't know why
there's only one tiny window in this
room," he says, showing me the one
small, square aperture to the outside
world, right in the middle of one wall
— the room was designed as a camera
obscura.

t's these little features of DIT Temple

Bar that will be missed when its
occupants move to Grangegorman, by
students and staff alike.

As her favourite aspect of the build-
ing, White emphasises that "it's such a
focused photographic centre in every
way — there are just no distractions
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It'sstrange thata
building designed
specifically for
photography is goingto
be handed on to people
inan office

from photography in the building so
you become completely immersed in
it, which makes a big difference to the
course."

For Curran, too, the dedicated dark
room spaces have been a favourite:
"There are other parts of this building
you might think don't work quite as
well — it was designed for quite a small
programme so it's had issues with stu-
dent numbers, for example — but those
quiet darkroom spaces, dedicated for
working in, have been a big plus."

Although there will be darkrooms at
Grangegorman, with analogue photo-
graphic techniques still a key part of
the education, there won't be as many.

A s with every aspect of Grange-
gorman, Photography's move has
been a long time in the offing. Before
it started to pick up pace around two
years ago, Curran explains, there were
still doubts over whether it was going
to happen, "with the country still in
deep, deep recession".

An earlier date for the Grangegor-
man move, which was said to be 2011
in the mid-2000s, had already been
missed.

But, in the last year the process has
accelerated, and Curran is expecting
the "frantic" nature of things at present
to continue over the summer.

Like other courses, there will be
unique benefits to bringing an isolated
programme to a larger student com-
munity.

Curran points to the positives that
could be drawn from collaboration
with other disciplines, and for students'
creativity in being surrounded by other
artistic stimulation.

There will also, however, be links
to maintain with Meeting House
Square. The photography graduate
exhibition will continue to take place
in the National Archive and Gallery of
Photography, a huge boost in exposure
for the students' work.

Internships in the National Photo-
graphic Archive, and a new one in
the Gallery of Photography will also
continue, though the more direct
formal and informal links might be
lessened by moving away from their
close neighbours.

Of course, some aspects of this cen-
tral location will be missed less, such
as Curran's least favourite aspect of the
current site, "what you encounter on
Monday morning outside the door".

We must all hope there won't be sim-
ilar downsides to Grangegorman.

Overall, the new campus offers new
potential for the photography students.
Things will be gained, and things
will be lost, as is the case at Portland
Row. It seems to be certain that this
building will be missed, though. DIT
Photography, after all, has truly made
it its home.
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The best bars in Dublin

HANNAH
POPHAM

Cassidy's Bar
27 Westmoreland Street

Asthisyear’swinner or the City Bar of

the Year, Cassidy’s provides the perfect
student haven nestled halfway down past the
bustling traffic of Westmoreland Street. With
the odd mix of roaring fires, graffiti-encrust-
ed walls you' re encouraged to contribute to,
board games and Clint Eastwood films, it’s
the ideal place for acosy night in with all
your friends.

Check out the downstairs lounge which
offers foosball tables and a notoriously
crowd-pleasing soundtrack and grab a pitch-
er of Blue Moon and a couple of couches
with the crew.

Against the Grain
11 Wexford Street

Another one for beer lovers, Against the
Grain offers a huge selection of craft beers,
some of which may only be on offer for a
limited time. One of the few student-friendly
bars that does good food too, it's a great
place to stop off for tasty bites at the start of
a night out.

The staff are also said to be hugely knowl-
edgeable and more than capable of pointing
you in the direction of your ideal beer.

4 Dame Lane

Although its downstairs section consists of
aseries of high leather booths facing a bar,
its converted attic style loft upstairs makes
for aunique laid back vibe on a Friday or
Saturday night. With pretty decent DJs, a
well-stocked bar and fashionably low tables
and couches, the upstairs of 4 Dame Lane
isas close as you're going to get to a New
York party near Temple Bar for the older
students amongst us.

P. Mac's
Stephens Street

As the brain-child of those responsible

for the best-friend’s sitting room vibe of
Cassidys, P-Macs is like it’s older sister,
offering the same variety of craft beers and
free crisps and sweets. With it’s mismatched
furniture and low lighting, it's just as cosy
and an equally comfy place to grab a drink
after a long day’s lectures. Beards and
thick-rimmed glasses seem optional, but are
probably encouraged.

Capitol Dublin
Lower Stephen’s Street

If you've ataste for cocktails but the bank
account of a philosophy graduate, Capitol
on a weeknight is the place to be. Located
conveniently between Aungier Street and the
top of Dame Street, Capitol is within walk-
ing distance of most DIT campuses.

Choose from their pretty extensive range
of cocktails which you can get your paws on
two of for only €6 every weekday from five
to eight. As it also tends to be a stop off for
the nine to five set so it’s a great place to pop
into after lectures to meet your grown-up
employed adult type friends, sip of a chilled
mojito and lovingly make fun of seeing them
in office attire.
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Thin to Fit

Is health the new black?

Society's attention has turned from pokey ribs and razor cheekbones to washboard
abs and biceps to kill, writes Erin Lindsay

he recent health craze sweeping

over much of Western society has

been interesting to watch, as blogs

about fitness and diet are constant-
ly multiplying and the number of joggers
and gym enthusiasts has followed suit. The
problem with such an abundance of infor-
mation available to us today is that it’s hard
to see what’s accurate and what isn’t.

From cleanses to detoxes, and ‘ clean eating’
to strength training, what is actually healthy
and what could be doing us more harm than
good? On the other hand, are these fitness
fads really just that — fads — or could it finally
be the beginning of society seeing sense?

Fitness and health is al the ragein the
media. |n magazines, newspapers and online
it's hard not to come across a picture of some
healthy food or the much-loved status about
the daily gym session. Has it actually become
fashionable to be fit?

Co-owner and editor of SnappedUp.ie
Stephanie O’ Quigley isthe writer of the Diet
and Fitness section of the popular Irish blog,
and thinks of it in terms of trends:

“If you look back on mediafashion trendsin
the last few years, in 2004, 2005, around that
time, it was the skinny trend. It could possibly
go back to that but | really don’t think so, how
can we go back after learning what we know
now? Fitness is the new version of sexy, the
new look to aspire to nowadays in the media.”

Many people look to role modelsin the
media for their appearance goals. A few years
ago, that may have been the Nicole Richie for
being thin, but now O’Quigley thinks it’s defi-
nitely all about the healthy girl for inspiration.

owever, fitness is no easy feat without

knowledge on nutrition and diet. One of
the most common disadvantaging routes peo-
ple take nowadays is al exercise and no diet.

We may be progressing by looking for
health instead of pure weight loss, but detox
diets and even turning to a vegetarian or
vegan lifestyle have become more and more
popular for health enthusiasts. How beneficial
are these routes?

Dr Kate Younger, lecturer of Nutrition and
Physiology at Dublin Institute of Technology,
saysit can be more dangerous than people
realise.

“People taking on these lifestyles need to
be highly educated on what they’ re doing but
the problem is that many people begin them
randomly, without doing any research, and
end up becoming deficient in certain nutrients.
This can cause long term damage to their
bodies.”

And it turns out that those detox kits you

keep seeing may not be so great either.
Younger thinks they’re really just a mon-
ey-making tool: “There are 50 different types
of detoxes, the only ones that really have any
benefit are things like putting a lot of liquid
through your body after an over-consump-
tion of alcohol, or giving up coffee; | would
be sceptical at commercialising the idea of
detoxing.”

ducating yourself on your health is
mething that all of our experts agreeis
lacking in the public today, but is something
that is extremely important. Younger attributes
the bombardment of different messages as
an effort to glamourize healthy eating, when
actually, it's a pretty standard subject.

O’ Quigley says: “I just think you really owe
it to yourself to research things properly, there
are two sides to everything on the internet and
you can't trust everything you see straight
away, you need to make sure to know what’s
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There are 50 different
types of detoxes... |
would be sceptical at
commercialising the
idea of detoxing

right.”

South Dublin personal trainer Keith Ryan
was asked if he thinks people are being fed
too much false information from the internet
and media: “100 percent yes. Every day on
the internet there is something new. People
need to take a realistic approach to eating and
training. For a complete beginner to go on
and betold to do alow carb diet and tons of
cardio to lose weight is setting themselves up
for failure with al this bad information.”

For example, protein powders are constantly
being marketed to men and women to bulk
their muscle and improve their physique.

But asit turns out, what builds up muscleis
muscle training (surprise, surprise). Amino
acid powders, Younger tells us, actually don’t
do anything for muscle growth, and the same
as commercial detoxes, are mainly used as
money makers.

We all know that exercise affects mind-
set — it has been found to do everything from
treat depression to improve memory, and
the release of endorphinsin the brain while
exercising makes us feel better and improves
our mood.

yan says that he’s hopeful for fitness now-

adays, as he sees more and more people
enjoying working out and feeling good about
themselvesin the process. But how does food
comeintoit?

Younger points to “certain pharmacol ogical
effects on the chemistry in your brain that
come with certain food types; for example ob-
viously eating chocolate makes us feel good.
Foods high in fibre benefits our digestive
system and makes us feel physically better as
well.”

It doesn’t stop there — there are hundreds of
foods that have shown to have positive effects
on the brain. Blueberries have been found
to help protect against degenerative brain
diseases such as Alzheimer’s and dementia,
Vitamin E found in nuts and seeds can help
with cognitive decline as we age, the choline
found in egg yolk improves memory.

So this whole health thing is no fad. The
interest in it is (hopefully) here to stay and it's
growing every day as anew lifestyle choice
for people.

The best tips for fitness and health, how-
ever, remain the same for all three experts: a
permanent exercise routine that suits you, and
along-term improvement in diet.

There is no quick fix for lifelong health, and
fad diets and week-long exercise bursts won't
give you the results you want for life.

AsYounger says, it's not very exciting — but
it works. Your body will thank you much
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Style guide for the festival season

Lilah Gaafar looks to Coachella
for inspiration on the essentials

orget the music, if to

take one thing from
Coachella 2014, let it be
the fashion.

With week two of
Coachella come and gone,
we are nothing but ready
and rearing for the Irish
festival scene this summer.
With afestival at every
corner, summer in lreland
doesn’t present the worst
place to be. Although
we don't lie under the
glorious Californian sun,
there’'s no harmin getting
abit of fashion
inspiration from
the celebrity
filled festi-
val.

Vanessa
Hudgens un-
doubtedly stole the
show for the second
year in arow, as she
sets the score for fes-
tival fashion. Kendall and
Kyle Jenner made their

debut this year, sporting
show-stopping looks, and
Millie Mackintosh crossed
the pond to give some of
L.A’s finest a run for their
money. So who wore what
best? But more impor-
tantly, how can we get the
look.

Capes, kimonos and mid
calf-length dresses were
everywhere this year.
Although coats and macs
prove the more sensible
and probably necessary
Irish festival get up, when
the sun comes out, a flow-

ing cape or kimono can
make any outfit pop.
It's the perfect piece
tojazz
up the
plainest
of outfits,
leaving you
somewhere
between bare arms and a
duffle coat as the sun goes
and down and tempera-

turesdrop. In al different
colors and patterns, it's the
perfect cover up and For-
ever 21 have an impres-
sive array in and around
twenty euro.

he 'in-case-it-rains’

bare essentials ready
to throw on at any second
cannot be ignored and
although Coachellaisin
the middle of the dessert,
we have to prepare for the
likelihood of a‘couple of
showers' here on our green

isle.

Wellies definitely
complete any festival look
regardless of the weather,
they just happen to be wa-
ter proof, always a plus.

A hooded see-through,
rainproof poncho isthe
perfect protective armor
you’ll need, still display-
ing your colorful outfit,
ponchos and wellies from
Dunnes Stores to designer,
they’re amust.

Coachellafashion 2014
definitely did the 90’s
proud. If any occasion
to re-visit dungarees,
crop tops, scrunches' and
cut-offs, it’s definitely a
festival and Coachella
2014 was no exception, as
the mgjority of the

A-list attendees incorpo-
rated the throwback-90’s
look into their outfits,
and thereis no reason we
can’t do the same. Graph-
ic t-shirts and vintage
cut-offs prove the perfect
90’s duo, unmissable
in the high street at the
moment.

The one thing that is

undeniable from Coachel-
|a 2014 fashion, and that
is anything goes- some-
thing that doesn’t need
tranglation into the Irish
festival scene. So whether
it’s crazy floral prints or
questionable head acces-
sories, there is much to be
inspired from Coachella
fashion 2014, and much to
live up to at Life, Longi-
tude and Electric Picnic,
to name abut afew of the
big festival namesto look
forward this summer.

Operation Transformation: The final diary

RACHAEL
O'BRIEN

What ajourney it's been!

My Operation Transfor-
mation journey is over. No
more weekly weigh-ins or
eating healthily or burning
calories on the treadmill.

Wait a second... there's
something wrong  with
that... | didn't just sign up
for this for eight weeks.
Technically it's over in col-
lege but that doesn't mean
I'm done.

I've gotten into a habit
of weighing myself each
week and it's going to stay
that way. I'm still going to
try and eat healthy and ex-
erciseregularly.

I know not to binge on
chocolate and fizzy drinks

al day every day. I've seen
what that can do. But I've
aso seen what eating the
right foods can do.

Since the beginning of
January I've lost over half
astone. | was aware of that
figure, but didn't quite re-
alise what | had achieved
until | went to a 21st with
a group of friends | hadn't
seen in a while. Most of
them commented on how
different | looked and how
much weight I've lost.
This was such a massive
confidence boost for me
because you don't realy
realise how much it means
to you until someone says
it out loud.

Now | will admit | have
binged a little bit since fin-
ishing up with the college
programme last week. |
had my first McDonald's
meal in three months and |

will say it was damm good!

But | know not to make it
a regular thing. The weath-
er is making it easier to
exercise as well but with
more college work build-
ing up every day, finding
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I didn't quite
realise what |
had achieved

until | went
toa21st with

a group of
friends I hadn't
seeninawhile

freetimeiskind of hard.

A lot has happened over
the last few months, in-
cluding a lot of decisions
I've made. One big one |
made this week was to take
partin a5km walk in May.

It's called Darkness Into
Light, starts at 4am and is
in the Phoenix Park. It's
in aid of Pieta House, a

charity which helps young
adults deal with self-harm
and suicide.

It's a bit of shameless
plug but | need everyone's
support and sponsorship.
You can sponsor me at
www.mycharity.ie/event/
darkness_into_light_ra-
chael or give me sponsor-

ship in person!
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Oh, the
chef life

CIARAN
HYLAND
octors, hair-
I I dressersand
chefswill
always have

work in thisworld," arather
charismatic Dublin taxi man
told melast month. Aswith
most taxi journeys, a few pints
in the hours previous had made
the conver sation that little bit
mor e sufferable, relevant and
amusing.

Nevertheless, the conversa-
tion encouraged a new-found
appreciation for my occupation as
achef. It isthat time of year; the
hiatus from lecture-life looms and
the travelling bug has claimed
yet another generation of victims.
Thistaxi driver, of enviable wit
and personality, made me realise
that | was lucky to be of a profes-
sion which can be packed up and
easily taken to any foreign land.

"To be a chef you need to have
either an alcohol problem or a
mental disorder. Having both
makes it alittle more bearable,"
| told him, when asked about my
decision to enter the kitchen asa
young man.

A fascinating microcosm of a
world obsessed with hierarchy,
ego, success and reputation, the
professional kitchenisafar
cry from what is often depicted
in mainstream media. Social
constructs and norms are thrown
out the window. It is a cut-throat
world inhabited by many aspira-
tional, ruthless and success-driv-
en individuals.

Firmly built on a hierarchal
structure, success is measured
upon how quickly you ascend
the job ladder. It isaruthlessly
competitive spirit that fuels mod-
ern chef culture. Chefsthrive on
obtaining distinction. Everyone
craves superiority, a phenomenon
which spawns an ever chang-
ing and constantly innovative
industry.

Despite my relatively short

tenure in the kitchen, | can safely
say that chefs gradually acquire a
collection of immutable prin-
ciples throughout their travels.
One exampleisto refrain from
excessively complaining.

| informed my taxi driver friend
of the antics of chef Marco Pierre
White. He once ran his pairing
knife up the back of ayoung
chefs jacket in response to his
complaint about heat. The young
man was naked from the waist up
in abustling and swelteringly hot
kitchen, leaving him unsettlingly
vulnerable to fraying tempers
and flying frying pans. I imagine
the young man in question was
scarred for life, both physically
and mentally.

A nother reality isthat there
isaways, without agram

of doubt, somethingtodoina
kitchen. A friend once told me of
when, in response to him asking
for something to do, his head chef
handed him a bag of garlic the
size of apotato sack.

He instructed my friend to peel
and devein every single clove.
His hands have never been the
same — an homage to garlics true
acrid acidity. "Thereis always
something to do around here
young lad," his senior shouted,
though I’ ve cleaned up that sen-

(44

Iremembera
harber of mine
comparing a night
out with chefs
to socialising
with a pack of
hyperactive
children who you'd
swear were never
let out of the house

tence a bit.

| have al'so learned that working
as achef can be aphysically
degrading occupation. Severe
weight loss, cuts, burns and a spi-
nal complication are inevitable.

Words such as "break" are
not found in the typical chef’s
vocabulary. Cups of cold coffee
litter kitchens across the country,
signalling afutile attempt at
simultaneous nourishment and
productivity. We often joke at
work about being stopped in the
street and offered both a cheese
sandwich and a bed for the night;
an ode to our inherited pale
gauntness.

I remember one day there was an
epiphany of sorts at work, a col-
lective realisation that lifein the
kitchen was perhaps not the most
educating and mind-broadening
environment in which to become
immersed.

"We don't talk about palitics,
we don't talk about world issues;
we talk pure and utter shite," a
senior chef remarked. It was an
environment breeding ignorance
he claimed, quite pessimistically.

The world could be coming
to end outside for all we know,
and there we would be, knivesin
hand, ridiculing the validity of
Katie Price's cleavage in a camp
German accent.

Now, | can hear the sunbaked
Magaluf and |biza frequenters
wince at the thought of such an
endeavour this summer. ‘Why
subject yourself to the woes of
kitchen life? they wonder.

Despite all the aforementioned,

kitchen experience can prove
uniquely enjoyable, formative
and rewarding. A genuine passion
for food and cooking puts any
sacrifices in their place. There is
abuzz about kitchens that chefs
long for and would feel incom-
plete without. Time flies in a
kitchen. It isajob suited to those
who crave constant occupation
and abhor boredom.

Kitchen life does also reveal
an enviable work ethic. The
effort expended by those who
reach Michelin stardom is quite
remarkable. If you knew how
much blood, swesat and tears went
into preparing such ameal, you
probably wouldn't want to eat it.

espite al thistalk of hard

work, chefs do actually
know how to enjoy themselves
when occasionally unshackled. |
remember a barber of mine com-
paring anight out with chefsto
socialising with a pack of hyper-
active children, who you'd swear
were never let out of the house.

It'sfair to say the acohol-pro-
pelled conversation that night
made me appreciate my occu-
pation more. Another young
generation have indeed falenill
with the travelling bug. For me
there can only be one cure; that
isto just get up, pack the bags
and go.

For many, thisis unfortunately
not financially feasible. How-
ever, asmy taxi man friend
proclaimed, chef life encourages
travel while supplementing its
high cost. AsAndy Dufresne said,
"it'sawonderful pet to have".
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Innocence 1s bliss

Lifestyle editor
Hannah Popham
investigates the
sexualisation of young
children, a growing
problem in society

onday night isgoing to
be a busy night for my
imaginary daughters,
aged 12 and 14. When |
contacted Arlene Caffrey, who runs
the Irish Pole Dance Academy, her
onereservation was not their age but
that theterm had already started.

Her only fear in fact was that, having
missed three weeks of classes, my
young daughters may fall behind the
rest of the class. Perhaps | could send
them to a private lesson for €60 to
allow them to catch up? Perhaps not,
Arlene.

Children at Risk in Ireland (CARI)
last year reported a 70 percent increase
since 2011 in calls to report sexualised
behaviour in children, and aligned the
blame with increasingly easy accessto
pornography.

“As more children are exposed not
only to soft-core pornography, but also
to explicit, deviant sexual material,
they are receiving extremely dangerous
messages. Pornography encourages
sexual expression without any respon-
sibility.”

However, in asociety in which pre-
teens are allowed into pole-dancing
classes, is pornography al that isto
blame?

asked afew of the parents| in-

terviewed if they would let their
non-imaginary daughters to start
pole-dancing classes:

“Absolutely no chance. At minimum
she would definitely have to be 18,
preferably 21. Idedly, I'd prefer if it
never happened,” said Michael Crow-
ley, the father of a sixteen year old girl.

Asaregional sales manager of Irish
Distillers Limited, Michael has been
exposed to what he sees as another big
player in the sexualisation of children
— easy access to alcohal. “Unfortunate-
ly there's no problem getting drink.
Garages sell about 13-15 percent of al

From left to right: questionable boots and heeled trainers sold in childrens size 10 by Littlewoods Ireland;

high-heels available from other retailers also in childrens size 10 (for ages from 5-6).

Pole dancing
classes

and waxing
is readily
available for
children as
youngas1lin
Ireland

acohol sold in Ireland. If you go into
any garagein Ireland you will get wine
from every region in theworld and a
selection of vodkas.

“I’ve phoned gardai when | see kids
go in to someone behind the counter
who hasn’t been trained or doesn’t
care that the customer is clearly under
age and they just lash out the cases of
alcohal. I've confronted security men
in petrol stations and they’ve said: ‘I'm
not here to be amoral judge’.”

While Michael places MTV and the
explosion of the ‘ Geordie Shore gener-
ation” high on the rank of influences in
sexualisation of pre-teens and children,
his daughter Aoibhin feels they have
impacted her peersin a different way.

“I think before the media created alot
more pressure on girls, now it is more
on boys,” she says. “I know at least 10
boys of 15 or 16 years of age who go to
tanning beds and wax their eyebrows.
There’'salot of pressure on guys from
an early age to work out and have a six
pack. My friend who's only 15ison
creatine just purely so that he will look
good.”

Srangely enough, when | began
rawling through the selection of
underwear availableto Irish kids it
was the underwear for young boys that
seemed far more sexualised than the
horror of lacy thongs | feared were on
sale for young girls.

The girls' underwear section of Marks
and Spencer, Littlewoods Ireland
and Dunnes Stores | eft little reason
for concern other than the occasional
moulded bra. However, on Marks and
Spencer’s boys underwear section, |

came acrosstight, black, Calvin Klein
style ‘ Autograph’ boxers for boys as
young as Six.

This would by no means be the first
time Marks and Spencer have run into
trouble for offering sexualised clothing
products to kids. In 2010 they publicly
apologised for ‘incorrectly labelling’
alacetop for six year olds as a bra.
When | contacted them about their
‘ Autograph’ children’s boxers, they had
the following to say:

“We are totally committed to ensuring
our clothing offer is age appropriate.
We have signed up to the Retail Ireland
Childrenswear Guidelines, which we

(44

I've phoned gardai
when I seekids
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subscribe for al our kidswear products.
We also continue to be proud support-
ers of the Mumsnet ‘Let Girls Be Girls'
campaign.”

According to Mumsnet, the retailers
who sign up to this campaign agree
“not to sell products which explait,
emphasise or play upon 'children’s
sexudlity'.”

It is evident from their website that
one clothing company in particular
had ignored their pleas, and it came as
no surprise that they were not among
the companies who had agreed to the
campaign, started in 2010.

At the time of writing this, Lit-
tlewoods Ireland stocks an array of
sexualised items for little girls.

Theseincluded, but were certainly
not limited to boots with heels of at
least two inchesin achildren’s size ten
and tight-fitting short body-con style
dresses and heart-entwined jumpers
idolising boy-band One Direction
for girls as young as five. Although I
contacted the company with links to
the items concerned for comment, they
have yet to respond.

One teenager | spoke to seemed
particularly affected by the sexu-

alisation of clothing from ayoung age.
Emily, who is now sixteen, gave way
to pressure at age eleven to wear make-
up, and finds it increasingly difficult to
find clothing that is not sexual.

Asfew of the high street clothing
companies have a section for teenagers,
she says that they are presented with
fashion intended for women who have
aready reached sexual maturity.

“It’s increasingly difficult to get
clothes that don’t show cleavage or
shorts that don’t show half your bum. |
remember going shopping for summer
clothes with my friends and all we
could find were skin-tight high-waisted
shorts that |eft little to be desired and

Little-woods
Ireland has
not signed
uptothe
"Let Girls Be
Girls' pledge,
organised hy
Mumsnet

tops that displayed alot morethen | felt
comfortablein.”

Emily sees the pressure to dress sex-
ually as an impact of celebrity culture
in which looking good is everything — a
world in which girls her age on the
X-Factor are told they must be ‘the full
package' .

“Especially as ateenage girl, you are
bombarded with sensational images of
scantily-clad celebrities, people who
teenagers look up to and aspire to be.
You want to dress how they dress; wear
make-up like they do; own sky-high
heels and wear incredibly short dresses
becauseit's alifestyle shown to be
normal.”

have just one more treat planned

for the youngest of my imaginary
daughters, aged 12. Just around the
corner from Grafton Street is Urban
Wax, a company which openly accept
girlsasyoung as 11 for underarm, leg
and bikini waxing.

Despite my initia reservations that
she may be too young for her probably
scarce body hair to be encased in hot
wax and painfully ripped from her skin,
the team reassured me:

“1 understand your concerns regard-
ing waxing for your young daughter
but it is completely safe. We would
aways recommend waxing over any
other form of hair removal for young
girls deciding to removeit.”

Their ‘Little Lady Classic Bikini’ is
only €20; abargain.

Inasociety inwhichitispossible
for a12-year-old to get a bikini wax,
attend pole-dancing lessons and to
easily find heels in her size from Irish
companies, isit possible for our kids
not to feel some sort of pressure to
become sexualised from an early age?

Should we be allowing boys as young
as six to wear the same tight, black
boxers worn by male models four times
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Especiallyasa
teenage girl, you
are hombarded
with sensational
images of scantily-
clad celebrities,
people who
teenagers look up
to and aspire to he

their age?

Should we be ignoring the fact that
young teenagers are able to access both
tanning beds and alcohol long before
they turn the legal age of 18?

Dr. Trish Mylan, an Irish psychother-
apist who worked for 13 years as Sin-
gapore’s Principal Programme Officer
for Child Welfareisn’t so sure:

“We as adults look through a certain
lens based on our development and
relationship to and with sex, i.e. we
would see sex there — but does the child
or young person see that? | can't see
that they do. They are being exploited
commercially, but exploited sexually?
No, probably not.”

That being said, the prospect of a
child who waxes, pole-dances and
wears sexually suggestive clothing at
12 still remains extremely unnerving.
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STAFF WRITER

Locke may very well be one of the
most unique films released this
year. It's about as minimalistic as
astory canget —it'samanin acar,
driving down the motorway, talk-
ing on his phone to his family and
co-workers.

As unappealing as that concept
might sound, casting Tom Hardy
as the main character, and only
character who appears on screen,
was undoubtedly the smartest de-
cision made in making this movie.

He delivers an incredible per-
formance that extends beyond the
words he speaks and deep into his
psyche. Every emotion or physical
expression he exudes draws you in
deeper, making for an incredibly
immersive experience with fully
realised characters.

Perhaps the greatest accom-
plishment of Locke is not what
happens on screen, but what you
feel happening off-screen. During

Locke

Director:
Steven Knight

Grade: B+

all of the phone conversations that
occur throughout the journey, it
becomes increasingly easy to im-
agine the world happening outside
of the car — visualising the home
where his family is watching
the football match, or the office
and construction site where his
co-worker is; it’s a stroke of geni-
us from writer, Steven Knight.

There are some major flaws,
though. While the cinematogra-
phy is beautiful, the editing leaves
a lot to be desired and some of the
shots can be distracting — leaving
you wishing the camera would lin-
ger for longer on Hardy's perfor-
mance instead of jumping around
the car to different angles.

While the script is brilliant and
suspenseful, it oversells itself and
its metaphors to seemingly appeal
to “slower audiences” — causing it
to be annoyingly in-your-face, far
too often.

However, in this case, the pros
absolutely out-weigh the cons,
and Locke is definitely a film that
should not be missed.

Gavin Lacey
STAFF WRITER

From Eden EP is the second EP
from Wicklow’s Andrew Hozier
Byrne. The EP initiates with the
hauntingly uplifting ‘From Eden’.

If you were to ballroom dance
with thelove of your life on aship
that was in the process of sinking
to the bottom of the ocean, this
would be the track to have on in
the background.

There’s  something magical
about it, but something so tragic
about it at the same time. A truly
gorgeous song.

Atmosphere and ambiance re-
ally kick in with the second track
‘Work Song’ and by the time the
third track on the EP, ‘Arsonist’s
Lullabye’, commencesit becomes
glaringly obvious that Hozier has
quite the capability to create stun-
ning ambience in his songs.

The production on the tracks al-
low Hozier’s voice to bellow like
he is exorcising his inner demons

From Eden EP
Artist: Hozier

Grade: A-

on the altar of a desolated church,
while the apparitions of haunted
sufferers provide the gorgeous
backing vocals.

The EP finishes with a live
version of ‘To be Alone’. Soul-

66

Ifthisisonly a
small taster of what
Hozier has to offer,
then the future is
extraordinarily
bright for him

ful, teasing and mournful, it is a
blues-inspired song that ends the
EP on atantalising note. If thisis
only a small taster of what Hozier
has to offer, then the future is ex-
traordinarily bright for him. Make
no mistake about it — the chap is
deadly.

So it goes
Artist: Ratking

Joseph Conroy
CULTURE EDITOR

On 'Protein' track 9 of this 11 song
collection, Ratking warn us to not
call this a “90s revival record,
they'd prefer to call it a tribal re-
vival”.

They also start the record with
a spoken word sample discuss-
ing the current state of hip hop,
warning those who long for the
old days of Big and Pac that the
genre’s moved on: “You just got
to look at the root and where it

comes from, the average rapper
right now is “a whole different
generation [...] if your life experi-
ence is different then that’s gonna
come out differently.

"The average 25, 24, 23-year-old
rapper, totally different from Big-
gie and Pac, so you can’t really
can't even compare the two, you
got no point of reference redly,
just gotta stick with the now, so it
goes”.

Soit Goesis right back to the raw
roots of New York hip hop. While
their contemporaries, whom they
warn us not to place them next to

are aping Biggie and DJ Premier
Ratking, are playing a different
game. So it Goes taps into the
wild experimentation that made
hip hop such an exciting genre to
begin with. The group cut their
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Soit Goes is right
back to the raw roots
of New York hip hop

teeth playing gigs sharing bills
with hardcore punk bands and that
ethos runs through the record.

If Phil Spector made a wall of
sound then Ratking’s in-house
producer Sporting Life is trying to
create a whole sonic city here. So
it Goes is to New York what Fly-
Lo'sLosAngeleswasto L.A.

The sound blends dense vocal
samples and scattered instrumen-
tations over trappy hi-hats and
stiff bass-snare beats — think Pub-
lic Enemy’s Bomb Squad meets
Wu-Tang, via DJ Shadow — but
with more of a punk edge and the
odd dash of techno, reggae and
calypso.

The rhymes come from Wiki
and Hak, two 20 year-old New
York natives. Wiki takes the lead,
his flow varies from frenetic to
feckless. The record touches old
themes of gentrification, young
love and police brutality. Ratking
seem conscious that they're not re-
inventing the game — they're just
moving the story along.
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The rebirth of action

Gimmickry and tricks
could be on the way
out, as the action film
genre goes through a
reawakening, writes
Stuart Comerford

heRaid 2 (2014) is

currently being hailed

asone of the greatest

action films ever made,
and after the startling success of
its predecessor it'snot surpris-
ing the amount of attention this
film franchise is getting.

There's nothing incredibly orig-
inal that is causing it to be such a
success — it'sjust avery welcome
deviation from the factory-like
production of sloppy and medi-
ocre action films that has been
plaguing the movie industry for
the past decade. Year after year
Hollywood has been churning
out the same style of action film,
emphasising explosions, CGI,
choppy editing, and shaky cam-
era effects to mask the fact that
the filmmakers in charge have
no idea what they're doing, and
have a desperate need to make
everything look “more exciting”.

One of the main problemsin
Hollywood is that there's now too
much money involved. Die Hard
(1988) was made for $22m; the
fifth instalment of the franchise:
A Good Day to Die Hard (2013),
cost a total of about $100m, and
had a single scene, destroying

132 cars, and costing $11m to do.

Sure, everybody likes to see ex-
plosions, but it’s pointless when
it's not servicing the experience.
The average movie goer can't put
a scene like that into perspective,
so they don't have the ability to
connect with the scale of it —the
average movie goer has probably
never seen asingle car explosion
in person.

However, the excitement gained
from watching Harrison Ford
jump from a moving horse onto
amoving tank in Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade (1989) can
be understood, because every-
body has experienced movement
in their life and can put the stunt
into perspective. There's no trick-
ery involved, it’s a real stunt that
can be seen in asingle shot.

Audiences now understand
more about the movie making
process than ever; they under-
stand “cameratrickery” when
something like a hand-to-hand
fight is occurring on-screen.

A movie like Ong-Bak (2003)

resonates with audiences because
it shows people being punched
and kicked in long takes, where
the only explanation is that
they’re actually hitting each
other. Foreign cinema has been
the staple for action for along
time because they've never had
Hollywood-style budgets to make
everything look convincing,
what they have is actors who are
trained stuntmen and fighters, so
what you seeisreal.

CGI removing the use of prac-
tical effectsisreally pushing the
“suspension of disbelief” to its
limits. Respecting your audience
and doing something to invoke
that wonderful sense of “realising
the impossible” is what makes
cinema so brilliant.

he shaky camera effect

popularised by Saving Private
Ryan (1998) as a stylistic feature
was quickly adopted across all of
Hollywood and replicated by me-
diocre filmmakers until the results
had become so lacklustre across
the board that it soon became the
standard level of acceptable quali-
ty, but that level keeps dropping.

Alex Cross (2012) reached
an all-time low, where barely
anything happening was actually
visible. A common complaint
from audiences about action
sequences in general is: “I can’t
see what’s going on”. Editors
now have the blame for poorly
designed action sequences, when
it should be the director to blame
for being unable to shoot a scene
properly.

Spielberg, Cameron, Scott...
names familiar to amost any
action fan, because of such iconic
films like Raiders of the Lost Ark
(1981), Terminator 2 (1991), and
Gladiator (2000). Filmsthat did
action right using the exact same
method and style — even though
they existed in separate decades.

The awareness of 21st Century
audiences, and the internet as a
distribution platform is caus-
ing Hollywood to crack. Now,
widely-available foreign films
like The Raid are giving audi-
ences that believable, exciting
action that has basically been
left in the 90s in Hollywood.
Audiences’ reactions are being
heard, and this is pushing for the
rebirth of action cinema within
this decade.

Hamlet 2
2008

Joseph Conroy
CULTURE EDITOR

Steve Coogan plays a teacher who
has a breakdown and writes a po-
litically charged, sexually explicit
sequel to Shakespeare’'s Hamlet
(or as Coogan's character Dana
Marschz refers to it 'Hamlet 1')
and has his students perform it
against protests from the school
and his pupils parents.

Coogan's is a disillusioned,
self-absorbed failed actor who has
found himself in Tucson, Arizona
teaching drama to disinterested
teenagers. Think I'm Alan Par-
tridge meets aweird Mean Girls/
Dead Poets Society mash-up.

The film premiered at Sundance
in '08 and sparked an all-night
bidding war over the distribution
rights. It sold for $10 million, just
shy of the $10.5 million Sundance
record that Little Miss Sunshine
set in '06. Little Miss Sunshine
went on to be a huge success and
was nominated for Best Picture at
the Oscars; Hamlet 2 didn't.

The film was a flop. It reportedly
grossed around half of the money
that was invested into it. It never
even made it to cinemas in Ire-
land or the UK and most passive
Coogan/Partridge fans have never
even heard of it.

Thus it's become a lost classic,
sitting there waiting to be found
deep in the depths of your Netflix.
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Sex, drugs and passing showers

A once-proud 'Oxegener’,
Eoghan Regan recounts
tales from long weekends
at the festival — an Irish
rite of passage

pening up the stiff tent zipper,

hands cold and wet from clawing

heat into my body through the

long muddy night, a vista of
chaoswasall | could see.

Like an Apacheraid, tents around me were
blazing, the cries of empty crisp packets left
behind plumed into the Kildare sky and |
saw the warriors of blue camp run screaming
towards one another.

“1"m never coming back here again,” |
said to myself as | stuffed my dirt-encrusted
possessions into a bag, like a spy leaving
a hotel room. But | did come back, for two
consecutive years. To Oxegen, the greatest
session known to a 17-year-old. It was a sort
of masochistic ritual, a cross filled with cans
carried through a field, where, for three nights
we would self-flagellate with sharp vodka and
occasionally wander into a tent where some-
one may or may not be playing music.

Now, it istrue to say that each person’s
Oxygen experience is totally different. Some
arrive as avid fans of al acts on show, a pam-
phlet program swinging about their neck like
abadge of respect. Others are there simply for
the social aspect —well, as social as striking
up a conversation with aguy who is pissing
on your tent can be. |, was amix of the two.

Oxygeners

One’s first insight into the Oxegen ‘crowd’
begins with the bus. Leaving from Parnell
Street, an old double decker would ferry the
souls across the river Styx and here you could
identify which camp people would fall into.

Some older, cooler couples sported rain pon-
chos, lawn chairs and ‘in-case-of-emergency’
pancake makers. These were the experts.
Professionals in their field, whichever one
they had carefully chosen to stay in.

Then there were the drinkers; three or four
lads decked out in floral shorts, old football
jerseys asif they believed they were attending
amatch, and asmall industrial forklift full of
cheap Lidl cans. 120 cans, you would hear
them shout: “40-a-day, just to be safe.”

Then there were the unprepared, the over-
dressed, the loners, the stoners, the computer
programmers. A wild array of Irish life that
only at Oxygen would ever merge.

Camping

Tent pegs. Confusion. Frustration. Accept-
ing defeat and opening the first warm can.

Watching as the one competent member of
your party assembles the crude contraption,
while the rest ook on in awe.

Choosing where to set up your tent is an art.
Some diligent campers would triangul ate their
resting space using a specific and method-
ical list of criteria; proximity to the toilets,
distance from desired stages, escape routes
and, like a upper class hangover, the pedigree
of your neighbours.

My own inexperience had left us dropping
anchor only 10 feet from the amusements,
which would only cease for two hours of the
day. The rest would be drowned in haunting
remixes of old eighties pop songs. | still seize
in fear some nights, the ghastly ‘tilter whirl’
spinning around my brain. | can almost smell
the beer-soaked sleeping bag that | used to
shield my ears.

Music

The whole reason you came, or at least
the whol e reason you tell people you're
going. Apart from last year’s move towards
a dance-orientated crowd that brought us
the newspaper headline 'Five teensinjured
in overnight slashing assault', Oxegen still
pulled in the thousands because it had good
bands, putting on good shows.

Nineinch Nails and Rage Against the Ma-
chine for the black nail painters and general
‘rockers’, while Kings of Leon, the Script and
Coldplay catered for the ‘musical populists’
and the ‘generally boring’. There was some-
thing for everyone to enjoy.

Watching a drunken Oxegener fighting
against his body’s urge to shut down and
mouthing lyrics like a satanic incantation
as Katy Perry’s ‘I Kissed a Girl’ boomed
through the afternoon air,was personal fa-
vourite moment of mine. He, in alot of ways,
summed up the Oxegen ethos for me. Here
for the music, but the session comes first.

If you could navigate the minefield of the
camp-site, manage not to walk through small
communities of lads with republican slogans
spray-painted to their tents you would bein
for atreat when you reached the arena.

Campers and non-campers were easily
distinguishable. Non-campers and day-trip-
pers were full of energy and sunshine, floral
wreaths on the girls and designer wellies,
buying burgers and chatting about the next
act. Camper zombies waded through them,
neither alive nor dead, screaming internally
'YOU’RE HAVING FUN'. But it was the kind of
fun you derive from a survival mission —it
tested your mettle.

For all the pain and cold and fear and dis-
gust, the squatting bush girls, and comatose
‘lads’, Oxegen will forever be remembered by
all who ever set foot on its cold ground. No
amount of therapy could ever rid you of it.
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hrough the lower troughs of

‘the recession’, pundits looked
at each coming summer of festi-
vals and outdoor concerts won-
dering when something was going
to give. While there have been
winners and losers over the years,
Irish concert goers have proved to
be resilient folk and continued to
shell out and show up year after
year.
The biggest change in the sum-
mer live music landscape has
been the downfall of Oxegen, the
festival that once touted itself as
'the best festival in Europe'. After
afew years of confused lineups, a
year off and an attempted rebirth
as a dance fegtival, promoters
MCD have announced that the
festival will not go ahead this year
and al indications suggest that it
will never return.

It's a pity that the next genera-
tion of young Irish music fans will
never get to go through this rite of
passage. Oxegen'ssister festival ‘' T
in the Park’ continues in Scotland
and has the same kind of catch-
al rock/pop/alt lineup that Oxe-
gen had back in its prime. Arctic
Monkeys, Biffy Clyro, The Pixies,
Elbow and Disclosure lead the
sprawling lineup this year.

or al its problems, some of

my al-time favorite sets are
ones | saw when | was 17 or 18
on rainy Saturdays and Sundaysin
Punchestown — Daft Punk on their
Alive Tour, Arcade Fire touring
Neon Bible and James Brown per-
forming 6 months before he died
al spring to mind.

Another vivid memory islooking
down over one of the fields while
queuing for a bus on the Monday
morning, watching the sun break
over the sill burning campsite.
Even that sight had its own anar-
chic charm.

Electric Picnic is back for its
eleventh summer. Each coming

Kanye West

Culture Editor Joseph Conroy on the
persistence of Irish music festivals

Festival Nation

Picnicistraditionally touted asthe
one where the charm will finally
die. That myth was effectively de-
bunked last year. While courtroom
battles rumbled on over ownership

Dublin / Marlay Park / July 2nd

While | was hoping for an indoor
show next winter to get the full
effect of Kanye's audacious Yee-
zus stage show | guess a summer
gig in Marlay Park will haveto
do. The US shows have been
somewhere between experimental
theatre, some biblical incarnation
of cirque du soleil and an arena

hip hop show.

Personally | want "Yein full-on
messiah mode. While the outdoor
version will probably be a bit
different from the arena shows
Kanye doesn't seem like he's do-
ing anything by halves these days.

When you ignore all the sound-
bites and bullshit he'saoncein

of the festival and a new young-
er post-Oxegen generation came
to join the party, the festival still
managed to retain its charm.

ast year's sell-out was proba-

bly helped by booking an act
ashig asArctic Monkeys as one of
the headliners and the additional
focusthey put on electronic music,
but the real takeaway wasthe price
drop. Cheaper tickets and loyalty
schemes that offered significantly
cheaper tickets to festival veterans
were introduced and lead to the
festival's first post-Tiger 35,000
ticket sellout.

Many would-be festival goers
ended up missing out as the sell-
out came as somewhat of a shock.
The previous year only sold
22,000 weekend tickets and an
extra 6,000 day tickets.

ageneration performer and
this is his first solo tour in
5 years. Kanye already
cancelled hisAustralia
tour this summer to
continue work on his
next album. He has
atrack record of

road testing new

tunes so Dublin

might get a

sneak-peak at

some new

material.

They've stuck to the sameformu-
lathisyear.

The initia lineup has more of a
traditional Electric Picnic look to
it, and headliners OutKast tanked
at their first comeback show at
Coachella, but you can still expect
the festival to draw another mas-
sive crowd this summer.

he Oxegen-sized hole in the

festival circuit has been par-
tially filled by Longitude in Mar-
lay Park. Last year was the first
year of this new offering from
MCD and promptly sold out
(helped in part by some spectacu-
lar sunshine).

The lineup is pretty much the
same kind of stuff that would have
been on the main stage or second
stage of Oxegen back in its day.

While Longitude came away as
the big winner in many ways last
year, | have to say that in spite of
the quality line-up | didn't real-
ly enjoy the event and would be
cautious about going back. Given
its suburban Dublin location, the
festival attracts a young crowd
and music amost seemed to be a
secondary attraction last year.

| stood in atiny crowd who both-
ered to watch hometown boys
Villagers play near the top of the
bill last year, while the rest of the
punters were off getting drinks
or ice-creams or soaking up the
sun. Even the headliners Vampire
Weekend and Kraftwerk struggled
to keep the audience's attention.

Elsewhere niche festivals have
been making massive strides
and are continuing to grow. Life
and Body & Soul are the pick of

the bunch, offering
lineups that are a
cut above the rest
of the smaller

players.
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Taking Libertines with what defines 'REAL music'

bout seven or eight years ago,

| was waking down Cam-
den Street in the early hours of
the morning. | was wearing a Run
DMC t-shirt.

A young fella approached me,
complimented the t-shirt, and
asked mewas| afan of The Liber-
tines. | told him | was.

He was delighted. He rolled up
his t-shirt sleeve and showed me
his tattoo: “libertine” in a rough
scrawl; a passable copy of the
tattoo worn by Carl Barat on the
cover of the band's eponymous
album.

Jesus.

It was the stupidest tattoo I've
ever seen. At the time, | thought
the lad it was emblazoned across
must have been one of the stupid-
est people I'd ever met.

| didn’t want to rain on the boy’s
parade though. He was out on the
town, trying to enjoy himself. |
complimented the tattoo — “Fair
play, man; you must love The Lib-
ertines’ —and went on my way, all
the while thinking: “What a terri-
bly stupid boy.”

Now, with the benefit of hind-
sight, | can take the positives from
my chance encounter with the stu-
pid boy with the stupid tattoo. It
may have been a stupid tattoo, yes,
but it was a stupid tattoo of atruly
great band.

In the years after that meeting,
I’ve never come across somebody
with a band tattoo.

Would the 2014-equivalent of
that stupid boy have a Bastille tat-
too on hisarm? A band known for
their “quirky” covers of TLC and
Miley Cyrus covers. Boyce Ave-
nue with (slightly) cooler haircuts.

An Alt-J tattoo? I've nothing
really against Alt-J, probably be-
cause they’ re such anothing, noth-
ing band. Two of their members
wear cool, thick-rimmed glasses.
Fair play to them.

If you look at a YouTube video
of any song more than a year old,
you’ [l more than likely see a com-
ment that reads something like:
“Yeah! Thisis what REAL music
sounds like! Why can’t people
write songs like this anymore! ?”

I’'m reluctant to engage in this
kind of chat. | mean, I'm 26. |
lived through nu-metal; | bought
the Fred Durst cap.

I’'m sensible enough to under-
stand that everyone forgets about

culture@edition.ie

the Limp Bizkits of their genera-
tion, and idealise the first “proper”
bands they discovered.

Feck it, though. There hasn't
been a band even nearly like The
Libertines since their disbandment
in 2004.

No lead singer who has penned
lines like: “Now I'm reversing
down a lonely street, cheap hotel
where | can meet the past. Pay it
off and keep it sweet.”

No band to inspire stupid boysto
get stupid tattoos.

The Libertines have recently
announced they’re reforming this
summer. Maybe I'll happen across
some stupid tattoos next year.

DIT short film to star
Eamon Morrissey

and Moone Boy lead,
David Rawle

Al McConnell
EDITOR

A short film entitled I've Been A
Sweeper, produced as the gradua-
tion film for DIT's Film & Broad-
casting BA, brought some big
names on to its cast list when it
filmed last month.

Eamon Morrissey, well-known
in Irish film and television for his
roles in Halls Pictorial Weekly,
Eat the Peach and Father Ted, will
star as the elusive sweeper charac-
ter in the film.

Alongside Morrissey, David
Rawle, who starred as the epon-
ymous David Moone in Moone
Boy, has been drafted into play the
sweeper as ayoung man.

Ciarén Dooley, director of I've

Been A Sweeper, said of working
with Morrissey : "It was great, he
brought a subtle gravitas to the
character which lifted it from the
script and became his own.”

Dooley aso had high praise for
the 13-year-old Rawle, who he de-
scribed asa"very positive person”
who brought energy to both his
performance and the set.

"It really was wonderful working
with David," he said.

I've Been A Sweeper follows the
world's only professional floor
sweeper on hislast day of work, as
he reminisces about hisregret-free
life of travelling the world while
sweeping the floors of Dublin's
iconic pubs at dawn.

Filming has now wrapped on
Sweeper, taking place in severa
pubs and other Dublin locations,

before moving on to the produc-
tion stage

Fundit success story

Although the crew contributed
financially to their graduate pro-
ject, Sweeper was aso hugely
successful on the crowd-funding
platform Fundit.ie.

In only two weeks, the film had
raised its target of €3,000.

Producer Mark Holland said:

"Without Fundit.ie and the peo-
ple who supported us there, we
would never have been able to
make this film — the response to

our pitch was realy overwhelm-
ing.

"We shot for six beautiful days
in early March around Dublin and
couldn't have asked for nicer loca-
tions, crew or cast," said Holland.

With the final 12-minute short
set to be completed at the end of
this academic year, it will be one
to watch at film festivals both in
Ireland and internationally.

Similar DIT graduate films have
been screened and won awards in
LA, Bangkok, Australia and New
York over the course's 40-year
history.
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OVERALLPLAYER OF THEYEAR

Denise Gaule — Senior Camogie

Ryan Nugent
SPORTS EDITOR

Ithough asa whole,

DIT may have been

the bridesmaid and

rarely the bridewhen
it cameto silverware this sea-
son, positives can certainly be
taken from the sullen devasta-
tion that setsin after defeat.

And this was exactly what came
from the college's Senior Camo-
gie campaign, where unprece-
dented stepsin the right direction
have given DIT the basis for
future success. The camogie side
were defeated narrowly in both
the division one league final and
the Purcell Cup to University of
Limerick and UCC respectively.
However, if they intend on

going one step further in both and
perhaps winning the most prestig-
ious of them all, the Ashbourne
Cup in the near future, manager
Stephen Hoary and his youthful
bunch will have to do it without
sensational forward, Denise
Gaule, who is a masters student,
so will be finished with DIT in
September.

aule has been chosen by

The Edition’ s sports desk as
our overal Player of the Year. A
prestigious accolade no doubt, yet
the Kilkenny star seemed embar-
rassed at it, while also pointing
out immediately that individual
awards are a distant second to
winning tournaments and trophies
with your team.

“It's nice to win these individual
awards but it’'s disappointing not
to have won anything as ateam
because that’s what matters. The
season didn't really end the way
we wanted it to, because we' d
been doing so well up until the
finals,” admitted Gaule.

The way the fixture list worked
out, DIT had both the League
final and the Purcell Cup final in
the same week, meaning it was
doubly disappointing for ateam,
who had 11 freshersincluding
Gaule, in their starting line-up.

“It was great to get to the finals
with such ayoung team, but not a
whole lot went wrong. They just
got off to amuch better start than
us in the Purcell final, it was 1-5

to 0-00 in the first 10 minutes,”
said Gaule.

DIT went on to lose the game
by four points, highlighting how
tight the game was after the early
onslaught.

Defeat was certainly not what
Gaule had been used to during
her postgraduate degree in WIT,
where they famously won four
Ashbourne Cups in succession.

“1 don’t think there’s much dif-
ference in standard between the
WIT team | played with and our
DIT team, possibly experience
and | think we were very lucky
at WIT in the sense that we had a
quality player in every position.
Although we had a fantastic team
spirit this season because we
knew we had a good chance and
everyone put it in from the begin-
ning,” conveyed Gaule.

A n inter-county camogie
player for Kilkenny, Gaule
has high expectations for this
season, with Kilkenny hoping

to banish last year’'sAll-Ireland
final defeat from memory, starting
with a victory in the league final

this weekend. They, alongside
the Kilkenny hurlers will want to
bring home the big trophies to the
hurling obsessed marble county.

“Yeah we're pretty obsessed
with hurling down here. If you go
into town, you see alot of lads
with hurls just pucking about.
Growing up, |I'd always go for
afew puckstoo, outside the
house or whatever,” said Gaule,
insisting that it's bred into you if
you're from Kilkenny.

“I"d say 50 per cent of the
peoplein Kilkenny play hurling.
Although to befair, it's not as if
they have football or anything to
concentrate on, “said Gaule.

However, although thereis no
waning in popularity for camogie
or hurling, to play for the county,
you need to have both desire and
commitment, with the camogie
side training three nights a week.

“It was grand when we were up
in Dublin for college, because
there were 10 or 12 of uson
the panel that were living up in
Dublin as well as some of the
coaches, so we had training once
aweek in UCD,” said Gaule.

EDITORI/

It's not just
Moyes that
should head
for the door

RYAN
NUGENT

As ‘the Chosen One' sped out the
back entrance of Manchester Unit-
ed’'s Carrington training complex,
the stories of dressing room unrest
—or dressing room petulance — has
come out almost as quickly.

Was Moyes simply not up to the
task, or did the players never give
him a chance? There was certainly
amixture of both emanating from
both Carrington and Old Trafford,
with nobody at the club coming
out of the situation in a positive
light.

We've heard from unnamed
sources within the club, and
Leighton Baines too, that Moyes
put too much emphasis on stop-
ping the opposition rather than
concentrating on his own team’s
attacking strengths, something
which he may have been able to
get away with at Everton, but not
when you're taking over the 20-
time champions of England.

Moyes also used the word “try”
so frequently in interviews that it
became a running joke on social
media

A Manchester United manager
has got to be more certain. Fer-
guson, for example had a ‘try and
stop me' tone instead, when talk-
ing about his club's chances. He
didn’t want to ‘make it difficult’
for opponents, he wanted to pul-
verise them.

However, the behaviour of some
of the United players was nothing
less than deplorable. Take Ferdi-
nand for one and his not so subtle
references to the managerial sack
race, asking his twitter followers
‘who’s next for the sack? when
his manager was already ageing
10 years under the pressure. This
isonly aminor example.

Let me make this clear, there are
a number of Manchester United
footballers that should be ushered
out the back door of Carrington
too. Big reputation or not.
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MEN'S FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR
Bryan Menton

Piers Moyles
SPORTS EDITOR

Standing at 6'3, built like
an outhouse and armed
with a firm handshake, Bry-
an Menton has a presence
oozing with confidence and
authority which is one of
the attributes that meant he
was named The Edition's
football player of the year.

“It’s been a long four
years but unfortunately
that’s me done now for col-
lege. It’s the big bad world
for me now”, said Menton
as a smile etched its way
from one corner of his
mouth to another.

After establishing him-
self as DIT’s first choice
full back, college football
is coming to an end for the
Meath man and he's still
coming to terms with those
days approaching their cli-

max.

“I’'m only a senior foot-
baller now so it’s only the
county team and the club
team now. I don’t have any
Under-21 or college foot-
ball left so that’s tough but
at least I got to win the Si-
gerson Cup here” Menton
said.

There was a tinge of re-
gret as Bryan spoke about
the Sigerson and the sides’
failed attempt to retain the
prestigious accolade of be-
ing the premier side in col-
lege football.

44

| gave everything
for the team and
alot of the other
players did too

“I think it was realistic for
us to retain it. We always
took it one game at a time
but there was always belief
that we could win it again.
We had most of our defence
from the year we won it be-
fore, we were only missing
a few players and we had a
good team spirit this year.
We were just unfortunate
not to get over the line. If
we had of won that game,
[against Jordanstown in the
quarter-final] I think we
would have went on and
won it” he asserted.

The success of last year
means that Bryan and his
teammates have left a lega-
cy behind, “If you’re a foot-
baller and you see that DIT
won the Sigerson you’re
going to want to come to
that college.” He proudly
exclaimed.

Despite the team not be-
ing ableto reach the heights
that they did last year, Men-
ton looks back on his final
year with DIT as one where
he himself performed well,

“I’ve established the full
back position for DIT in
the last three years. I think
whatever job I've been
given I’ve done well and
I’ve put everything in for
the team. I was captain for
the team this year as well. I
gave everything I had and a
lot of the players did too.”
Bryan may not be DIT’s
number three anymore but
football will still be a huge
part of his daily routine
when he completes his de-
gree, and he went on to say,
“I’ve been playing Gaelic

since I was four years of
age. It’s my fifth year in the
Meath senior team and I'll
just keep continuing until
I’m dropped”

When Bryan Menton
steps out of Bolton Street
as a student for the final
time, he'll no doubt be
tightly clutching his special
copy of The Edition where
he was named player of
the year, alongside his di-
ploma, if that has not been
discarded and replaced by
the multi-award winning
publication.

WOMEN'S FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR
Claire King

Sinéad Farrelly
SPORTS REPORTER

Sinéad Farrelly:

How do you feel looking
back on the league that
DIT ladiescompeted inin
the first semester?

ClaireKing:

We were really really
hopeful like we had a really
good management this year
with Pat Strich and Lisa
helping out and we were
really hopeful.

We had won one match
and we lost the rest but
the league is difficult to
get players out to play for
because it is played in the
run up to exams and as-
sessments so we were then
hoping to try and get more
out together to play for the
championship and the cup
in the second semester.

It was really good expe-
rience, really good training
and a great core group of
girls it was just hard to get
the rest of the girls out.

SF: In the championship
you qualified, but unfor-
tunately could not repeat
last year’s Lynch cup fi-
nal, was that disappoint-
ing?

CK: No we didn’t qualify
for the finals and that was
disappointing but | was
there last year and we got
to the Lynch cup final and
that was a brilliant experi-
ence so at least we got to
have that last year.

Next year is my last year
so I'd be hoping that we
could go for the cup and
get the weekend away.

SF: DIT ladiesfootball do
not have a large panel of

players to choose from,
why do you think that is?

CK: The biggest issue I
think is that in DIT we
don’t have a core pitch that
we use for all training and
home matches, we haven’t
got a pitch in town. This
is especially difficult for
training, nearly every time
there’s a different place for
training.

It's understandable that
people can't go because
you have to stay late from
college, get a bus from
town to training, back to
town and then go home
again.

If you don’t drive it’s
very very hard, I would be
out of home from 9 am un-
til sometimes about 11 pm
so it is a really big commit-
ment and you really have to
love football to do it. May-
be when we get Grangegor-
man together it’ll be better
then.

SF: You recently injured
your cruciate ligament

and thiswill keep you out
of the Dublin senior team
for this year’s champi-
onship, will it affect you
playing for DIT next
year?

CK: There’s no chance I’ll
be able to play the inter
county championship with
Dublin this year and it’s a
pity because this is my first
year playing with senior
Dublin and so I’'m just re-
ally disappointed, but I’'m

just going to keep going to
the gym and swimming and
try to keep up my fitness
for next year.

| also don't think I'll be
back for the league with
college next year so I'm
just going to have to con-
centrate on the cup because
I won’t be back fully until
January time which is a
real pity because it will be
my last year with the col-
lege to have to miss the
league.
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HURLER OF THE VEAR
Kieran Bergin

Harry Hatton
STAFF WRITER

In a season that had more
frustration than elation, it
can be hard for DIT sen-
ior hurler Kieran Bergin to
look back with fondness at
2014.

Bergin was captain of the
Fitzgibbon Cup team that
were defeated by eventua
champions Waterford Insti-
tute of Technology (WIT)
in the quarter-final back in
February.

The game was played
in Parnells GAA Club in
Coolock and WIT won by
seven points after extra
time.

“They got the goa from
the very first puck of the
bal in extra time. It was
very, very hard for usto get
back,” admitted Bergin.

The Tipperary man was

not happy with the referee
inthelead up to that crucia
goal.

“From where | was stand-
ing the referee threw in the
ball and I'm not being bi-
ased now he told the boys
to push back to midfield
and he turned around and
threw it and our guy was
turned facing the other way.

“He should have waited
everyone was ready and he
didn’t.”

If DIT were more eco-
nomica in their shooting
in normal time, the captain
would have no reason to
slate thereferee.

“We were driving awful
wides and we missed two
penalties. We could have
won the game by five or six
[points].”

On the bright side, Ber-
gin has one last chance at
the Fitzgibbon. He will be
starting the final year of

his Environmental Health
course in September.

But if you thought that
Berginisin his early twen-
ties, you were wrong. He
spent his early twenties
living in America and
only came back to Ireland
around two years ago. He's
now 28.

“1 had two years done in
Environmental Health be-
fore | left [for Americal. |
was about seven years over
there, New York for five
years, Californiafor two.”

Bergin did an interview

upon his return to Ireland
and was alowed to re-
turn to second year of his
course. “I just said I'd go
back and finish the course.”

Bergin is making a big
effort to ensure fresh in-
ter-county faces will hurl
in the blue of DIT next sea-
son.

“I’ve been working on
trying to recruit lads down
this side [in Munster] be-
cause we're always going
to get the Dublin hurlers.

“Cathal Barrett, he's on
the[Tipperary] senior team,

he'sjoining next year.”

Bergin owes a huge debt
of gratitude to the DIT sen-
ior hurling boss, Joe For-
tune, for resurrecting his
college career.

“l was actualy going to
not play college hurling 18
months ago. Joe rang me
and defiantly 20 minutes on
the phone persuaded me to
go to agame that evening.

“If he hadn't persuaded
me that day on the phone |
would have gave it up be-
cause | wasinwiththe Tipp
footballers at thetime and |
was going to concentrate on
football.”

Bergin's renaissance un-
der Fortune led to a cal
up to the Tipperary senior
team. He is in his second
season with the Premier
County hurlers.

“[I"'m] trying to take every
opportunity | can and win a
few All-lIreland medals be-
fore | hang up the boots.”

The student’s first assign-
ment on the road to All-Ire-
land glory is a Munster
Championship ~ semi-final
against Limerick in Semple
Stadium on June 1.

SOCCER PLAYER OF THEYEAR
Paul Malone

William O'Toole
STAFF WRITER

When The Edition’s sports
desk sat down to discuss
who among many candi-
dates would be chosen for
each of our sports, many
names were thrown into the
hat. None, however, were
voiced with such convic-
tion as Paul Malone.

We actualy wondered
whether he would want to
speak to us again, after in-
terviewing him earlier in
the year. But he simply had
to be chosen. And as you'll
see from the first question
onwards, Malone is quite
the modest individual,
while his winning mentali-
ty says a lot about the rea-
sons he's playing at such a
good level.

Paul has had a great ca-
reer to date and during a

seven-year spell playing
League Of Ireland he has
the distinction of being the
most capped player in the
history of Wexford Youths.
This season, as previously
mentioned in The Edition,
he also represented Ireland
in the World University
Games in Russia

William O'Toole:

How do you feel about be-
ing selected as the soccer
player of theyear?

Paul Malone:

I'd be very happy about
that to be honest with you. |
don’t think personally | had
that great a season so I'll
takeit (he laughs).

WOT: What was you
highlight this season with
DIT?

PM: Ahtobehonest | don't

think there was a highlight.
We had a very disappoint-
ing year as ateam. We had
done so well last year and
we were expecting more.
The previous season had
been so good so it was frus-
trating but that the way the
game goes. Persondly |
was disappointed with my
own form.

WOT: What was your
own highlight of the sea-
son?

PM: Without question
playing for and captaining
the Irish men’s team at the
World University games
in Russia, that was special.
It was a great experience
playing for the nationa
team. we won 5 out of 5
and I'll never forget that
experience.

WOT: What does next
year hold for you at DIT?

PM: | haven't decided if |
will be back at DIT or not

yet. That's a decision I'll
make over the summer.
If I do go back then id be
hoping that the team can
bounce back from this sea-
son. I’d love to win the cup.

WOT: How did the foot-
ball go for you other than
with DIT?

PM: Well | was doing my
thesis so | took a step back
from soccer. |'d being play-
ing league of Ireland for 7

years. Mainly with Wex-
ford Youth's but | was with
Bray as well. | couldn't
commit to training. | want
to get back at it now so I'll
wait till the summer trans-
fer window and see what
clubs are available.

| am training with Home
Farm at the moment and
that is an option. | wouldn't
rule out a move back to
Wexford. I'll just have to
wait and see what the sum-
mer brings.
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DIT wins big
at wakeboard
intervarsities

Kite and Wake Club bring home four
prizes from competition held on Liffey

Piers Moyles
SPORTS EDITOR

In an attempt to conquer al
sports great and small, DIT
Kite and Wake club took
part in their first intervarsi-
ties thismonth and it was a
fruitful endeavour.

DIT did well in a number
of categories with the col-
lege placing 1st and 2nd in
the men’s rookie category,
2nd in men’s intermediate
and 3rd in the men's ad-
vanced.

Chairperson of the Kite
and Wake club Ryan
O'Hare was pleased with
how the event unfolded and
said, “The overal event

was a huge success and
has really helped to define
wakeboarding in Ireland,
not to mention it laid down
some strong foundations
for next year.”

There was stern compe-

(44

The overall
eventwasa
huge success
and has really
helped to define
wakehoardingin
Ireland

tition provided by 30 par-
ticipants of varying levels
from all across the country
but there was a nice con-
trast between the formal
nature of the event and the
relaxing atmosphere.

O'Hare then gave an out-
line of the events that took
place during the day in an
attempt to provide a feel
of the proceedings, “The
day started out with reg-
istration at 9am and then
straight onto the practise
runs which ran on until
1:30pm, where the riders
could warm up and prep for
their heats.”

He went on to say, “At
2pm we began with the
rookie heats, from there
on to intermediates which
was divided into men’s
and women's and then ad-
vanced. This was a straight
knock out where riders had
only a few short minutes
to demonstrate their skills
or else an alowance of 3
fallswhich would conclude
their set.”

The contestants who fin-
ished top of their category
went on to compete against
each other in their chosen

Geoffrey Duffy on
the Liffey, taking part
in the Student Wake

Challenge

discipline in an attempt to
be top of the podium when
it came to the prize giving
section of the event which
took place just after 5pm.

Ryan finished off by giv-
ing a big thank you to &l
those who were involved
in the occasion, “A thanks
to our hosts Wakedock and
the (IWWF) Irish wake-
board and water-ski feder-
ation for their provision on
judges and ongoing sup-
port.”

The club is relatively
new and it's good to see
the college excel in anoth-
er sport which augurs well
for future competitions and
a barbeque or two as well
of course.

DIT cricket
reaches
semi-finals
in national
tournament

Sinéad Farrelly
SPORTS REPORTER

DIT's cricket club recent-
ly hosted a Twenty20 in-
tervarsity tournament, in
conjunction with the Na-
tional College of Ireland
(NCI), at the Wesley Col-
lege in Dublin with a total
of six colleges participat-
ing in the event.

In the group stages of the
competition DIT lost to
DCU by 51 runs, but then
came back strongly to beat
NCI by 69 runs, earning
them a place in the semi
final.

On the morning of the
second day of the tour-
nament DIT played IT
Blanchardstown in the
semi final, however, they
lost, and IT Blanchards-
town went on to play Grif-
fith College in the final.

This was the first Twen-
ty20 tournament that DIT
have hosted and Cricket
Club chairman Murali Ra-
jendran was very happy
with the end result, citing
that the recent run of good
weather helped it to go
ahead more easily.

“It was a pretty good ex-
perience hosting the com-
petition. It was the first
timeDIT has organised this
sort of atournament, it was
very stressful at the start
but the competition has
gone very smoothly across
today and yesterday.” He
said.

“The weather has also
helped as well we did not
have interruptions in play
too often over the two
days’.
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