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Gray Bass, Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, 926 Michi
gan Ave., Pensacola, FL 32505 and 
Vincent Guillory1, Florida Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

1 Present address: Louisiana department of Wild
life and Fisheries, P.O. Box 37, Grande Isle, LA 
70358. 
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Reviews: 

L.O. Sorensen, A Guide to the Seaweeds 
of South Padre Island, Texas. 123 pp. 
ISBN 0-89787-101-4, Gorsuch Scans
brick, Publishers, Dubuque, Iowa, 1979. 
86.95. 

Various aspects of the morphology, 
distribution and ecology of marine algae 
are given in this nontechnical, illus
trated guide for the identification of the 
algae of South Padre Island, Texas. The 
spiral bound text, which is small enough 
to be used as a pocket field guide, 
contains information on the collection 
and preservation of marine algae; a map 
of the study area; systematic lists of 
green, brown and red algae; keys for 
identification; figures and descriptions 
of the most abundant taxa; a glossary; 
and a bibliography. 

It is unfortunate that the shortcom
ings of this informative manual detract 
from its intended use. Several common 
rules have been violated in the construc
tion of the keys which make them un
satisfactory. For example, the key to the 
identification of the brown algae does 
not begin with a dichotomous couplet
a fact that resulted in the exclusion of 
Giffordia from the key. The phrase "not 
as described above" is used four times in 
a key of seven brown algae and 17 times 
in a key of 29 red algae. Taxonomic 
names in the keys should have been 
followed by page numbers to the ap
propriate description and figure. While 
most errors in the text are not serious, 
several such as the listing of Rosen
vingea as R. sanctae crncis in the key 
and as R. orientalis in the text and the 
omission of Penicillus capitatus and 
Giffordia mitchelliae from the keys are 
disconcerting to the reader. I am puzzled 
by the author's use of the words algae, 
alga and algal. Although the line 
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diagrams are well done and pleasing, 
several including those of Chaeto
morpha linum, Gijfordta mitchelliae, 
Bangia fuscopurpurea, Gracilaria 
foliifera and Polysiphonia subtilisstma 
add nothing to the understanding of 
these plants. Surely, illustrations show~ 
ing detail as viewed with a hand lens 
could have been included for these taxa. 
The glossary provides clear, brief defini
tions for the technical terminology used 
in the text. The bibliography includes 
only ten entries and · thus does not 
include important references to many 
general and regional treatments of the 
algae. 

It is regrettable that Sorensen, a 
competent phycologist, did not have 
adequate assistance in proof reading, 
editing and reviewing the manuscript of 
his book. As a result this text does not 
adequately meet the needs of those 
interested in studying the algal flora of 
the western Gulf of Mexico. 

Richard A. Pecora - Department of 
Biology, University of Southwestern 
Louisiana, Lafayette, LA 70504. 
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