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Abstract

The Holy Qur’an is an extraordinary book at all times and places; therefore new interpretations
emerge in every period. Among many contemporary interpretations, there is one type of
interpretation called the thematic interpretation of the Qur’an. This study aims to explore, examine,
and evaluate the methodologies used by Muhammad Al-Ghazali in his masterpiece - The Five
Central Theme of the Holy Qur’an. The researcher in this study followed the analytical inductive
method, where she extrapolated the books related to the subject, first and foremost the book of The
Five Central Theme of the Holy Qur’an and analyzing their contents. The researcher concluded
that the chosen definition for thematic interpretation is a science that deals with certain issues
according to the objectives of the Qur’an through one or more Surahs. The studiousness of
Muhammad al-Ghazalt in the interpretation of the Qur’an comes in the context of his reform
efforts. The general features of his thematic interpretation of the Qur’an include linking the Qur’an
with realities and approaching the Qur’an as a book of guidance. The specific features include
linking the Qur’an to science, relating the circumstances of descent and history with the verses,
choosing the direct meaning of the Qur’an over contradict Hadith Ahad (Isolated), and expanding
the circle of the seen and narrowing the circle of the unseen. Lastly, this book is valuable to study
as a model of thematic approach in interpreting the Qur’an.

Keywords: Thematic Tafsir, Approach, al-Ghazali
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