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ABSTRACT

Discussions centering the concept of place and place making process have underpinned many
scholars and group of difterent background all over the world. However in built environment.
the term *place’. sometimes offers much confusion in the place based study literatures and
during the process of place making, Drawing to these understandings, the research presented
in this chapter was designed to explore what makes a place and how an amorphous spacc is
turned into a bounded and significant place. This chapter begins by discussing and defining
the concept and definitions of place concentrating into public place in an architectural/
technical sense followed by a discussion of the dimensions and factors contributing to place
making. Following these discussions suggested underlying dimensions in formulating a good
public place is proposed. The research is hoped could steer architects, planners, human
geographers and urban designers in the direction of creating a good place.

Keywords: place. space, good public spaces, diversity. distinctive, safety, comfort

INTRODUCTION

A place can never be understood without understandings its three interrclated
components (Devine et al., 1997) which arc (1) physical features or appearances. (2)
observable activitics and functions, and (3) meaning or symbols (Relph. 1976). Canter (1977)
defined place as a combination of three aspects comprising of (1) those activities of those in a
place, (2) the conceptualization of the place. and (3) the physical environment. The similarity
between both definitions is clear. a place composed of physical character, activity and
meaning. In addition, according to Sarkar (2008) in his study entitled firom ‘space-creation” to
‘place making’, all spaces will acquire three dimensions: length, breadth and height or floor,
ceiling and wall (Noberg-Schulz. 1979) in a tangible or intangible manner to nurture and
flourish all human endeavours. The formation of a public space comes from an epiphany
towards the existence for *dynamic balance” in the human race, In all communal life, there is
a dvnamic balance between public and private activities (Carr et al.. 1992). The obvious
impact from this awareness towards the urban deyclopment can be seen through the fact that
public spaces are a well known amenity that can be used by the public,

The streets. squares. gardens, parks and many other types of open space are a result of
this awareness. For example the parks have been scen as ‘the lung of the city” substitute
countryside where exposure to fresh air and sunlight, with the opportunity 1o stroll free and
relax would serve as an antidote to the oppressive physical and psychological conditions of
city lile (Heckscher and Robinson, 1977; Carr et al.. 1992). It is undeniable that despite its
difference in architectural design. public spaces share the same general role as it is an
essential counterpart to the more settled places and routine of work and home life, providing
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