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CHAPTER ELEVEN

The General Principles of Good Governance in Public

Administration in Malaysia: A Judicial Approach®

thrahiim Bin Ismaif*”

Intreduction

The expression “good governance’ has been constantly used lately in
both public sector as well as private sector. In the context ofa private
body it should be within the framework of the statute, which governs
the body and also its constitution. In the public sector, it means that
the administrators should not abuse and misuse the power given to
them. They are regarded as the trustees ofthe public at large. The
focus ofthis paper is on good public governance in the public sector
or to be exact, good governmental administration as interpreted by
the judiciary especially through its judicial review power.

[t would be wise for this paper to elaborate on certain key
words appearing in the topic. The word *governance’ comes from
the word *govern’ and has several meanings. First, it means rule by
authority; conduct policy and affairs of State; and secondly, the activity
or manner of governing; action, manner, power of governing.
Technically, governance means the process of decision-making and
the process by which decisions are implemented (commission) or
not implemented (omission). Legally, it means the management and
administration of a body should be within the boundary of legal
frameworks.





