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CHAPTER 4

Sino-Arabic Script in Islamic Art and Architecture in China with Special

Reference to Xi’an Mosque

Ghassan Taha Yaseen and Djamel Dilmi

Abstract;

The Islamic art has played a significant role in the cultural, social, historical and
religious development of Muslim Chinese i China. Its development was uniquein
response to cultural needs of the minority Muslim groups in China. The Islamic
calligraphy, for example, was widely used in architecture, especially in interior
andexterior decoration of mosques and other religious buildings. The aim of this study
is to interpret the Sino-Arabic script of the great mosque of Xi'an. To achieve this, the
Sio-Arabic script of calligraphy will be cxamined in order to dctermine its
characrastics and the nature of the effects to which they have been subjected. The
research collected a broad range of information through a field survey that was carried
out in the Great Mosque of Xi’an in China on October 2007.! The field survey also
benefitted from input by renowned Muslim Chinese calligrapher Haji Noor Deen Mi
Gouanggiang. The research hopes to further increase the body of knowledge
onunique cultural heritage of Islam in China.

The study of Sino-Arabic calligraphy and its application in Islamic art and architecture
as a part of heritage that was produced by Muslims in China. This rescarch is divided
into four parts. The first part sets out the background of the study and its significance
of calligraphy in Chinese culture and significance of calligraphy to Islamic culture.
The second part presents the significance of calligraphy in both Chinese and [slamic
cultures and their styles of writing. The third part focuses on the development of

Islamic calligraphy in China. The fourth parts 1s the main parts of this study and will

' The field survey to the mosque was accompanied by the renowned calligrapher Haji Noor Deen Mi
Gouanggiang. Who was the firsl Chinese Muslim to be awarded the Fgyptian Certificate of Arabic
Calligraphy and to be admitted as amember of the Association of Egyptian Calligraphy.
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