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Chapter 1

Culture and Civilization: A Review of Concepts
Suleiman M. H. Boayo

Introduction

There is great confusion in grasping Western thought concerning the
concept of culture and civilization. This 1s due to the [act thal some
scholars render civilization as a synonym tor cuiture and others restrict
it to the development of technology. institutions and material creations.
There are scholars who make it o encompass all facts of development,
whereas others confine its conception to the special aspect of individual
progress. Some view civilization o include both individuals and
society, and others assert that the concept of civilization is international.
meaning that there is realty only one civilization to which alt societies
contribute, As far as “culture” 15 concerned, maost scholars consider 1t
as somelhing peculiar to every nation, although some oppose this
concept. The contfusion of the concepts of culture and civilization
among Muoslim scholars 1s almost as complex as in the West, perhaps
even more so. This 18 an underlving truth that should be aceepied n
the discourse of the concept of civilization in the Muslim conception.

This conlusion creates a problem in the Mushim understanding
of the civilization process. 1t leads to the translation of the Western
concept of civilization into an unspecified Arabic term, resulting in
confusion in contemporary Muslim thought as to how to detine
culture and civilization, as well as which term should be used to
express the coneept of civilization in the Muslim worldview, whether
hadarah, madanivval, tamaddun, *umran or thagdfuh.

This chapter attempts to examine the conceptual analysis and
historical background of the terms “culture’ and “civilization™ in the
Western and Muslim usages. It points out the confusion that arises
when these terms were translated into Arabie, its impact on modern



