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1490 ADTILLBLE &L B 1 Sak

clash af civilizarions is a lact of internwtionu] polives wday, [t has now
become culte pertinent ior every histenan, philosopher, and scual scientis
concerned about world peace and amury ro contribute 1o this debare Some of
the auesrinnz m this qnm.mhm that stare us in the face are: Tlas the 1dea proven 1o
se o reality? Or is it ust a myth which seme groaps and ndviduals have
canrrived in order e promete thewr interests and ambitions? Morsover, what
results can be expected to ensue if the thesis were 1o be widely accepred as true
by ke world commumty? Wall this theoretical [ramework necessarily lead o
an all-out conflict berween civilizations? Cr 15 1t possible that this conflict and
115 artendant consaquences cat be avertec?

W shall allempl to arswer these questions in e papes that fallow.

The Context of the Thesis

Ir is wrdely recognized that the clash of civilizations thests emerged in the
1990s in the contest of the end of the cold war in inrernanional politics.
‘Iherefore, one needs to have a careful view of history to be able o properly
._._3_..,___...._ﬂr._.....-:n_ _“_l_-“.._ ._J_.._ﬁu._..m_.un._.._..m_.":._.._.

Toward e end of the 2Cth century Robert Nisbe: (1913-19%6) wrote his
Ifisrory of the Idea of Progress® The last chaprer of this work was anutled
“Progress at Bay” in which he concluded thar *the skepticism regarding
._.H___.n.ﬂ_..mﬂ._.._ m..-m..ﬂdh-.mmm ._..m.._u_. WaR  OOee .n".a._._.._.m.ﬂn_n.ﬂ Ty A 4...._.u_H.M¢_| MHH_M__ J...._lt...p”.u.m_u. .U_W
iritelectuals 1o the nineteenth century has grown and spread 1w not merely the
large majarity of intallecruals in this final quarter of the ceptuzy. but to many
millions of other people 12 the West.™ Misbel recommended a religions
awakening or “even a major religious reformation” to revive faith in and
ontimism about the progress of Western aivilizabon.®

The subject was of such a wide interest thar several other scholars were
motivated 1o express themselves. As a result in 1987 Paul Kennedy published
The Rise and Fall of the Creal Puowers” Even ﬁwn__twr his .ptm:._uwnr varied Trom
Nisbet’s, yet he atrived at similar conclusions. He analyzed the econemic and
military changes that have taken plaze m the Europeran cwilizaicn since
1500 er and vaprossed the view that big powers have always maintained their

"Ge the Wiksedrr anticie on the subjeer. Althonsh olfically the wnn clash of civilizations i do
mare utilized by the gew Ohama Administraden a0 e TS, arand oacnadisne zad seazlardy
wrinings on the contneigg vonllicts o Alghuusaac, Trag, Makienan, Palestiae amd Scanudsad sl

reflect this rassis:

' Reohers Bisher, Tlscory of the Slea of Progress [ewe Yorke BPasw Books, 1580),
*bid.. W7

:—_..._r_.ww..u.

o] Henardy The Rie arid Fall nf tlu Mriar Bycsoes Bramcin e Mlsines oo B0 a0

supremacy in world affairs by keeping a prudenr halance berween the e
of wealth and military vxpenditure, The failure v mainrain such a bala
modern Eurepe had caused e Lal] from supremacy of Spain, the Nether
France and Biitain ar ditfercne times in history. This process, in Keni
opinion, continued 1ll the middle of the twentelh century. e warne
foeld wwar rivals, uJ.\.H....,u_..__ulu. the United Stares amd the USSR, o1 5
censaquences in the later half of the revenueth centary.”

In 1992 Francis Fukuyama published a fairly coatroversial beak, 17
of Hutary and the Lasi Man in which he defended the ainetesnsh o
Furopean optizusm reganding progress and human nature. He express
firm belici that the last man in history, aware of his strengths and weak
and of his “perfect rights” and “defective duties,” will subseribe to id
tiberal democracy. He alse expressed ins [iem confidence thar %a
democracy thar could fight a short and decisive war every generation o
detend its uwn liberty and 1ncepencence would be far healthier and
satistizd than ene thut experienced nothing but continubus peace.”™
obwicus thut bFukuyama's view of cthe pregress of modern Tut
civilization seems ﬁ..ﬁn_:n__., in comllict wite Robert MNisher's views.

Within years Samuel Huntington (1927-2008) wrote yet another an
more contraversial hook. The Clash of Crvilizarions and the Remaking of
Chrder, in order 1o answer the questicns raised by him in his article «
subject published earlier in Forcign Affans in which he argued tia a
civilizatons was taking place in our conlemperary times. There was,
opinion, a need for today’s dominant plavers in world polines to unde
the nature of this clasz Baszed on his chservations, Huntington made
recommendarions.”

The subject of interest of all the four above mentioned scholars is n
Enrepean/Western civilization and its future The civilizaticn tha: wit
tremendous growth and progress for at least four hundred years ha
facing dithiculries since the r_rm:EE..w of the 20th CENTUIY, and histona
philosophers of hustory have expressed their sirong reservaticns ab
furure. Historian Fdward Hallew Carr (1892-1282) once complained
decline of the west has become so familiar a phrase that quotation ma
ne longer required.""” Although Robert Nisbet and Paul Kennedy
rarrially agreed with the general theme of the Wes"s dacline, they argu

Sce, ...mu..n_.._. rﬁ...m____..._.r.:-..: SR )
" Branvi= Fukuvama, Jhe Snd of Himovy and rbe Lasi Man (Mew Yorle The Free Press, 199
"See, Hunungran, The Clash o Chudfteatioans ana i Rentalelng af W td Order, " Prefade,
"See H. H Carr, Whar ts Higoryd, first puslishad in 1951, Znd cén. (London: Pengu
1987, 132



ﬂ_wu }_Mﬂ..._—BID_.I__mb.-+
clash ot cvilizations is a tact of inernational politics today? Tt huy now
become quite pertinent for every hisiorian, philusepher. and social scientist
concernad about waorld peace and amity o contaibute W ts debaie Some of
the questions in this regard rhar stare vs 1 the face are: [as the wea proves
be a realiey? Or 25 11 jusr 2 myrh which some groups and adividuals have
canrrived 1a order 1o promare their wavesests and am:bitions? Murcaver, whar
resulrs can be expected 1o ensue if the thesis were 1o be widely accepred 25 1rue
by the world commuriry? Will this theoretical framewark necessarily lead 1o
an all-our conflict bepween civilizations? Oir 15 1t possible that this conflict and
its attendant consequences can be svered?
Weshall attempt 1o answer these questions in the pages that follow.

The Context of the Thesis

It is widely recognized that the clash of Gvilizations thesis emerged in the
1990s in the coatext of the ond of rhe cold war in ttemnational politics.
‘Therefare, ons needs 1o have 2 careful view of histary to be able to properly
undzrstand the _.m_.,n_._ CNTIETONT.

‘Tuwurd the end of the 20k cenvury Robert Nisbet (1913-1936) wrone bis
Hidory uf the Mdea of Progress’ The last chapter of this work was enrirled
“Progress a1 Bay” in whick he concluded thar “the skepticism regarding
Western progross that was once confined te a very small number of
intellectuals in the nineteenth century has grown and spread to not merely the
large majarity of intellecruals in tais final quarter of the century, but to many
millions of ether people in the West.™ Misber recommendsd 2 religious
awakening or "even & major religious reformation™ 1o revive faith in and
optimisnz about the prograss of Western civilization.®

I'hz subject was of such a wide interest thar several acher scholars were
motvated e express themselves, As a result in 1987 Paul Keunedy published
The Rise and Fall af the Grear Powers® Even though his approsch varied from
Misher's, yer he arrived at similar conclusions. He analyzed the cconomic and
mibitary changes that have tzken place in the Turepean avilanion sines
1500 c& and expressed tie view that big powers have alwuays maintained their

* 5eq the Wekiprare sruzle o the subiser Althaugh officially the term elask of civilivations is no
e utilized by the pew Cllsiee: Adonmesiraoaon o the U8, mauy ournalisoe and scholarly
writings i the cominning coeflins jo Afghagstan, Irag. Palosean, Palcsune and Samalia will
reflect zhis thesis,

"Rohert Misher, Fliizoryaf the Tae af Pragea (Mew Yok Tasic Books, 19800

f ., 317

ilbad., 250

Tl Kennedr The B omnd Bl af she orear Paonave Feasramie Flomae waed Ay fae ssmi # e sl se

supremacy in world allairs by keeping a prudens halance herween the
ol wealth and military expenditure. The fuilure 10 mantan such a b
mnodern Furope had caused tae fall from supremacy al Spain, the Ner
Franee and Briam ar differsnt vimes in history. This process; i K
opinion, continued 1ill the middie of the twenueth century. e ws
cold war nvals, rarmiowlarly the United Sunes and e USSH, o
conserquences n the later halt of the twentedh centary.”

Tt 1992 Prancis Fukuyama published a fauly controversial book
of Histury and the Last Man in which he defended the nineteenth
European optinusm regasding progress and quman natare. He exp.
firm belief that the last man in history, aware of his strengths and w
acd of his *perfect rights” and "defective duties,” will suhseribo te
liberal demacracy. He also expressed hus {um confidence thar
democracy thar could Gght 1 shortand decisive war every generarion

defend its own liboroy and independence would be fur healthier

satisfied than ene that expericnced nothing but conunuous pes
obvious that Fukuyama's view ot the progress of modern
civilization seems direcrly in conflicr with Roberr Mishes's views,

Within years Samuel Huntington (1927-2008) wrote yet another
mare conrraversial back, The Clast of Croilizations ard the Remaking
Chrder, in order te answes the guestions rased by him in his arne
; Affaves i which he wgued thar
vivilizanens was tdung plece 1 vur contemporary Lmes. There w
cpimion, a need tor today’s dominant players i werld m___.uH..Eﬂ o
thi nature of this clash. Bascd an his ohservations, Hunlington m:
recommendations.”

subject published varlier i Fores

"

The subject af interest of 211 the four sbove mentioned scholars
European/Wesrern civilizatior and its future. The avilization that
rremerdous growth and progress for at least four kundred years
facing difficalties since the beginning of the 20th cenrury, and luste
philosephers of histery have expressed their strong rescrvations
tuture, Histonian Edward Hallerr Carr [1892-1982) ance complan
decline of the west has become so familiar a phrase that quetation
no longer required™ Alihough Reberr Nisker and Paul Kenr

partiaily agreed with the general theme of the West's decline, they a

See, abed "Epilougie,™ 536540
! Francis Fukuyama, The Erd ¢f Hhaory and tbe Lant Man (New Wark: The Fres Press,
" See; TTuarngion, The Clase of Croriizarions ane the Sovckeny of World Chiter, “Pred
“hee, B H Carr, Whay s Eietory?, fiest publisked 1o 191, 2ud edn. {London: fen
1989, 112



their eivihzation needed some remedy for its survival and furether progress.,
However, while Nishet— an intellectual hissorian — identifies the nesd for a
religious reformation 1o remedy the situation, Eennedy —a culitary-cum-
eeonomie historan — emphasizes the need for economic growth 1o counter
the problems faced by modern civilization.” On the other hard, Frascis
Fukuyama and Samuel [untingten, beth palitical scientists, seem o be more
interested in maintaining the supremacy of the United States in CONTEmpoary
world affairs, )

Alrhough Furopean thoughe had already witnessed erisss during tie last
rwo decades of the nincteenth century, a serious debare about the [ute of
Western civiization began sfter World War 1. A number of distinguished
intellectudls expressed their views un the “degenerztion” wilnessed withit the
Eurepean sociery, This debate especially came 1o the natice of the compon
people when Oswald Spengler (1880-1936), 4 natural scientist turned hisiorian,
published the first volume of his Der Unrergany des Abendlandss (e Dedine nj’
._..m.m. ._”w@n... in 1918.7 This was z sheckicg conclusion about the fate of Eurcpean
cvilization, for Eurnpeans had very high expecrations about its future. This
pre-wir oplimism is reflecred in one ol Asnald Toynbed’s profound
chservations. Arnald Joseph Toyabes {d. 1975), the mest celebrated historiar
el the 20tk cenmiry who was Lorn in 1889, mave expression Lo the oprmise of
his gereration as [ullows:

IMy generauca] exooered thar life throughour the Warld would become mose
tational, more hurane, and more demoeraiiz and thar, slowly, buz surely,
political demacrary would preduce greatsr social justice. W had also sxpecred
.m_._m progress of sienve and technalagy woull make manbing ricker. a4 H__H..q._. thus
increasing wealln would sradoally spreaz roe a minosiny rooa majoeve, We ha

expurted thar all this w...:mu.u rm%tnh ceacclulby. In ,_.Fn,. wi _.,_uh.“w_”_v_neqﬂ.,ﬂu

ansind’s conrse was st for an earthly paradise, acd char our approach toveands

this poal was predestized for us 2y historizal necessiry. ™

Toynbee's aptimistic obscrvation was based en the progress in science azd
technology that the Western civilization had achieved il the end of the 151k
SRS 2 A L : e :

century.” lewever, tnus optimism of Arnold Loynbec was sharrered Sy 1he

Y Res Mhsher, Hlivory of the fdeas of Pragres,. 12357 and Keadedy, The fite snd Fall of she
Creas Pauers, 413535, .

= Oswald Syenglee, Tie M ofthe Wear, 2 vols, trans, Tharkes Trancs Axinsoa (New ¥k
Alirel & Koopl, 1922).

" Arnold | Tovaber, Sarvrwng the Aitiere [New York: Cxford Univezany Praw, 10711 [04-177.

P This oprmism s also reflected dc il stivement by the capraie =f Titanr, which sidk ia 1512,
thar "Thigebin eon'earh =

rerp world wars. Tavrhee completed his voluminows The Siney of F
the 1950s. Companng the twenty-cne different world civilizations, he

I there wes any walbdiry in the writer’s procedure of drawing o
herween Hellemie listny and Western, 1t would seepn to fallows thar th
saoiety Imust, al any wate, be oot inmene fram the passihilicy of a sis
anid. when the writer, on padsing to lds wider studies, found that a clea
of his assemblape of civilizadons were already dead, be way Lound

e

death was indeed a possibility cenlronting svery cvilizauon, niduding |

Toynbee's “own ovilization” 1s the Buropean cwvilization
vasinus places of hiz werk he interchangeably idemulien waith
civilization o1 Western snciery. Armnold Toynbee also obser
civilizations and societies are always led by a small gronp of prople
calle the “creatve minonty.” The ¢reatwe nuserny is respon
effecrively laying down the foundations of a civilization; 1t is also re
to prevenr or at least delay the dechine ef civilizations, Teynbee recor
culavation of religicus values i order 10 brimg to 2 hult tae e
civilization. ™

Asthe cenrury approached i cnd, the debate became increasing
In the US various groups began ww idenuly themselves as the
minonty. Conservatives turned to be i the forefront of this vearre,
out these intellectual acovities Stephen Tensor, formerly of the Uy

Michigan, chservas:

Chur of these diverse strands of thoughy, these cogplax movamems of
comservatve mvenient at the aad of the tweniieth century has shs
lmportant L its suzcess was the patromage of 1 very few found:
individuals who financally suspored ool anc calrocal  Foe
innowaricn, This was sossible, for it must be borme m mind hy
iceprion these groups were not avertly solitical, Theie obiest was o
scticn. They sew thomselves, rather, 35 2 leaver in the greas seething
mass of 2 democratic sociery. Polidvians of both mgor pertiey ber
dissppoinied the hopes of these crsative minanties ™

Howewer, a greater disappeintment te Tonsor was to follow. A n
polineal activisty identifying themselves as nec-conservatives skillf

2 Armold T Toynbee, A Sindy of History, abodgoienr by DZ Somervell (Land
Ulniversiy Press, 193), 212,

S, thid. 230-240;

|w_n_n_. Man“u..r._..l.n..— Tomsne . "Clanservatives 35 3 Grearnvs Winnmy,” Moo .kﬂ.. vl
1998, 7=14,



advanrage of the surfacing of the idea of a cresuve mnonty in the life of
avilization, and the rele of civilizarions in world politics: they hijacked the
lofty i1deas of the concerned :atellectuals and appeared un the scene of
snternational politics as eynics who would not hnch from recourse w0 any
possible means, howsoever evil or debased, o tusther the political power af
the United States. They turned the theoretical formulauon of the clash of
civilizations thesis inla 2 reality 1n internanional politics.™ Meanwhiic the
twentieth century, which had winessed 1n the mainstream academiz <he ctudy
of ‘the world of naniens’ as 2 unit 1o study of human histery and sociery,”
tarzed increasingly 1o the study of avilizatens as the major unit of Listorical
study.

Islam and Muslim World at the Centre Stage of World Poliries

While Islam has always been recognized as a major world religion, the Muslim
world was hardly recognized a¢ a2 major poliveal enmity 1z mid-rwenvieth
century. Although Islam was understond ro have provided 2 set of political
guidelines, yer it was not widely percaived to have any signiticant role in
international pelitics. In fact there was a general wrand at that time 1n Muslim
countries such as Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and Egvpr o fellow in the footsieps
of Europe. and to “modernize” their econemies aud societivs. Witnessing this
trend in 1960s the British histortan Bernard Lewss hag enthusizstically made a
Forecast thar che idea of nadonalism was going to sweep the Muslin world,
and Islam as a polincs! force was poassed to sufler the fate thar overtonk
Chnistamity in Furope in the 1%th century. After sefernzg 1¢ the musion or
the pn.h._.uw?_mﬂ ?nmﬂﬂ be on EE“.“ he said: “Another such struyrsle s annw munm,_z
m our owa time—nct agaunst AlLat and AlUzza (prelelamic ohjeces o
Ezq,.r.;.__.\ujlr,.: a new set nof idals cilled states, races, matiens: this d=e it 1s the
wols that seem to be vicwrious™ Hewever, within years in anothers article
exritled “The Return of Islam”™ Lewis acknowledged the power of Islam av a
u:.r.mo-ﬁc_m__l._....t force and revised s thesis in 1574 misLing Vil

A Musling Traq would feel lar closer bends witk @ noo Dragn Muslio than with a

non-Muslim Tragi. Muslims of different counroies, speaking d¥ecent Languages,
shure the same memories of 3 common and sacred past, the same awaretess of

B op, Wikipedia apicle, “Projzce for the New American Seotury,” and the M dmerican
Ceptury welsite: < Fripdfaww newimencancentury org =

P8ee, for examale, Dankwarr A Russewe, & Wordd o Nations Peobloss of Podttical
Modermzmien [Washingion D0 The Brockiegs Insunions, 1967), and scaces of atlier boohs
___ __-.r __-_._—_&_- _|h._ n—lﬁ- T _..n.-.mﬂ._“_ur Ladh g Rt |

¥ Beraasd Lowis, $he Middie Eamr and rthe Wesr (Bloomingron: Indiana Universiy Prew, 1967,

,..._.u.u_”_“_w. seith rhe gdes: sl nanonalism r...._m_m..._._..-& i

corporate identity, the swe sense af 2 romuton prod-eament and desuny
pot matinn or couzizy which, s on the West, [orms: the histarical ba
wdentivy, but the religio-political Lommunicy, and the imported Westorn e

ethnic and wrzitorial patonhood remains, ke secalansm. alen and incomg

assumyilared. ™

Lewis scems 1o have heen alarmed by Ramadan/Yom Kippur War {
i Wesr Asiz which was fallowed by an elicctive ol embargs against Lirae
ceveral prolsracli nations Perbups even more alarming was En Is
cevolution in Iran in 1974, Since thex many books have been wriren
variety of topies and themes such as .mﬁhn_.mupmﬂ...&ﬂ Em.ﬂ_._ ,... _E.H_H..:E: 4
‘resucgent Tslam,’ ‘political Islam,’ Tslamic revivalism,’ all indicaring a rer
nterest among Muslims in ideas and values of Tslamic ﬂqacm:mnﬁn..r
apinien, however, the return’ of Iglam was not o oan unanc
phenomenon. Fer, unlike Christianity’s role in 1%th century _.wzacﬂm.
never tock a kacksear i1 Muslim sauieties.™ The cuestion Lhen 1si what
comnecbion between the socalled “return of Islam™ of Bernard Tewy
recommendstion of Toynbee and Nisbet for the revival of religious

and Huntingtoz's thenry of clasi of eviizations? We shall now o
discuss this question,

Witlur vears Bernard Low:s transtormed hs “retuin of Islam” thes
a new thests called the ciash of Gvilizations, In an article enutled “The
of Muslim Rage” written in 1390 he formulated his argument as follows:

It should by =ew be duar thet we are facing 2 moud and 2 movem
rrarscending the lovel of lssuss and polices wnd the governmente thal
e, Thus s o less than a cash of ovilizanens—rhe perhaps wranos
suvety. hustorre veacrion of an ancient rival agatsst onr Titeo-Chi st Detets
secular present, ane the wordwde copansion of bath Ir is crucially 1oy
whst we on cus side stould nol be proveked inte an equally ustonic b

s . a
equally trravenal rescien agansr that nval.”

Lewis ¢learly defines the relzzionship between the lslamic and W
cvilizations as 'we' and ‘they.! and in order 1o justfy his thesis he impo:
divisitn on Muslimy and manipulates history of beth Islamic and W
civilizarions. Arguing rthar Muslims belisve in dividing humanit
“themselves and others,” he says; “These delintions net only defr

W Berpard Lewis, " The Baten of Tslam,” Commentarny (January 1976), 2529

“0m this subjeer, eee, Abdullak al-Aksan, Dwonsd e Nation: Identity Tt i i
Mieslins Seciery [Teiveier The Talamie Foundaten, 19933,

“8pe Berpard Lewis, “1he Boow ol Muslin Rage” Tie dtlaone doaehly, vaol, 2

(Seatemoer 10, 47-00. Tnophasis added.



aclvantage of the surfacing of the id2a of 4 creanve minority in the life of a
cvilization, and the rale of civilizations in world polines they hitacked the
lofty ideas of the concerned iatellectuals and appeared on the scene of
inzernational polines @ cymes who weuld not thaeh from recourse W any
possible means, howseever evil or debased, 1o further the polineal power of
the United States, They turned the theorstcal formulation of the clash of
civilizations thesis inrno a reality 1o international politics.” Meanwhile the
wwentieth ceatury, which had witnessed in the mainstream academia the study
of *the world of nations’ as a unit 19 study of human history and sociery,”
turned increasiagly 1o the study of avilizations as the major unit of histerical
study,

Islam and Muslim World at the Cenrre Stage of World Politics

While Islam has always been recngnized as a maior world religion, the Muslim
world was hardly recognized 25 4 major pelineal sntry in midrwentieth
century. Althoogh Tsdam was understood o have provided a set of pulineal
guidelines, vet 1t was not widely percewved o bave any significant role
inrernarional politces, In tact thers was a geperal trend ar thar ome in Muslim
countries such as Turkey, Tran, Pakistan and Egype to follew in the foutsieps
of Europe, and to "modernize” ther econonues and societies. Witnessing this
trend in 1960s the British historian Bernard Lewis had enthusiastically made o
forecast thar the idea ot nationalism was going o sweep the Mushm warld,
and Islam as a _mo—m._l.ﬁm“ Torce was mased 1o suffer the fare thar overtooh
Chrisriamity In Europe in the 1%t century. After referring 1o the missing of
the Pr ophet (peace Le en him}, he sad: “Another such struggle is being ﬁ.‘ucmr._,
n our ewn ume—naot agamnst Al-Lat and AMUeea {prelstamic ablects of
worship) — bur a new set of 1adls zalled staves, races, nations: this time it 15 the
wdols that ssem 1o be victonous.™ However, within vears 11 another asticle
entitled "The Return af Islam” Lewis acizowledeed the pewer of Isiam asa
sucic-political force and revissd his thesis in 1976 roting thar;

& Muslim Tragi would [eel [ar doser boads with & non-Trag Muslim than with 2

non-Muslirn Tragi. Muslims of different counzres, speaking different languages,

share the same memaries of & comman and sacred past, -he same awareness of
5o, Wikipedia-arucle, “Project far the MNew Amencan Cenury,” and the New Awermp
Century welmier Shopdwww newsmencapeentary.org >
¥ See, for example, Dlankwasc A Rusow, 4 World af MNanass Probloms of Polincal
Modermuzaron (Washingmon 5O The Broodengs Insututions, 1965, and seorei of other books
dealing wich cheadea of sanoedism published around e enddleof the vwennerh cearoy
* Rernard Lewas, $he Mecdle Ease and o Bt (Bloomungton: Indizna Unoversity Prosg 1487},
FE

denzioe. the swme sense of 3 commun orediciment and destny

corporate ;
apt nuoon ar country wlacl, as onothe West, loras the hasterical bas

. .. .. ... _ . .. ._.......
identry, but the religiz-pelies] commumry, and the impered Western i

erhnye and terrosal aatinnhons remains, ke secufmar, alien apd tnodanp

- 1
assimmlared.

Lewis scems ta have keen ularmed by Ramadan/Yem Kippur War (
i West Asia which was followed by an effectzve ol embarga against Tsrae
several prolsracli nations. Perhaps even move alarming was ﬂ._m._w Ic
rovolution in lran in 1979, Since then many bocks have been wniten
variery of topics and themes such as ‘fundamentabisr ﬁ..m__d.:.... ..:..r...m.ﬂ I
‘resurgent Islam,” "polirical Islam," ‘Tslamic H.,n..,?.L_.J.F_._ 21l indicaring a sen
iaterest ameong Muslhims in ideas and values o2 Islamie ﬂﬂn......u:.._:nm._f
aminion, however, the ‘roturn’ oo slam was ol ag unanticl
E..ﬁnuEm:n:. For, unlike Chastianizy's rele 1 19th century Europe.
never Look 2 backseat in Musim societies.” The question then is; ér..q.
connection berween the sc-talled “return of Llam” of Berzarc Taews
recommendation of leynbee and Nisbet for the revival of rchgious v
anéd Huntingten's thenry of clash of civilizations? We shall sow tu
discuss this questior. |

Within years Bernard Lewis transformed his “retus of Islam"” thes
a new thesis called the clash of Guibzations. In an arnele entitled "The
of Muslim Rage” written i 193C he formulated his angument as tolliws:

1t showd by now he clear that we are facing 3 mocd and & mevem
rranseending the level of ssves ans policies and the governmeni _._,.h
them, This is zc i2ss than a2 clash of cvilizanons —rthe perhaps ranar
ssroly dustaric vescrinn i an anceent yel agains onr Furlon-Clhvasrean derila
serutlar present, and he worldwide cepansion of borh, It iz orucially |
that we cm our side should not e proveked ime an equally historic b

L, 4
tini against that rival,

Feptally irrarional r

Lewis clearly defires the relationship between the Islamic and W
civilizations as ‘we’ and they,’ and in order 1o justify his rhesic he impos
divisins an Muslims and nunipulates history o Leth Islamie and W
cvilizatiens. Asguing thar Mudims believe in cividing  humani
“themselves und others,” be save: “These definticns not only deli

—

% Rernard Tewis, "The Reture of Tdan,” Comwientery January 1976), 3949

2 e chis subjecs. see, Abdullah al-dasaa, Db or Matian: Gain Crisg g Cone
Mieslim Saceery (Letcester: The Tdhesnic Foundanien, 19920

Ygre, Bernard Lewis, “The Roots of Musluo Bage” The driaaty Momaily vol 24
(September 19900, 4700, Tvphans added,
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aursider but alsa, and perhaps more parucclarly, help 1 define and m::ﬂ..".._.m
our perception of munclves “# In detining the Muslim understanding ol tue
sither,” his main aim is o develop 2 new lerpretation of what constitutes
the Western identity. In fact throughour the article Lewis’ 1aterest sects 16 be
to identily himselt — = few born in Grear E...E.E = .m...:r .&mﬂmi civilization
ind the US faceording to Tew:s, a daughter ol Eulops) as q_._m.-__ﬁ.rnEE aof
Wastern civilization in the world today. Oze wonders why Lewis 15 so keen te
idenuiy himsell with the Wesiern civilization. Could it be becauss Arnoid
Tovnbee, an outstazdine historian of Westers civilization, had comderined
M_nmp_.ﬁu_ and the stzie of lsrael for cassing a “disastrous wrong turn” o
Crrstianity and Westers ervilization? According to Arthur I erman.

Yeymber calied Tudaism the "lossid reliz of a dead aavilication” that had zalen
Chrstiany and the West on g disastrous wiong v, inspining the West's cruss
__E”w.r..,:ﬂ:h_ ard “consumeeate viruouwly @ cemaerse ard fmance,” and 18
insisrenice on w morality of law and stera tabans rarser than the working of e
feez spiril. Above all, the Jewssz caim e being e chosen penple _..Em
encouraged 1 Western atnimude of wi.um.....:nn..nc..fa other cultuzes, wluch
"Tavahez saw as the real acipin of the Helocause™

On his part, Bowever, Luwss seems 1o have been in erested in divernng
Wesiern anger twwards Muslime, presumably in order 1o justify an ever
exranding Israel in in-ermational polines and in sceuring Westers support _m:
thar porpose. As for the expression Judeo Christian traditon —an expression
wiich Lowis seeme to cherish—iy also mislsading. For thers hardly extst any
wogent references o Judeo Christian nerlage the context ar J.“.w.n",._,.u.m_p
civilization til] the las 19tk century. At the end of the 19th century, Irecrich
Nietzsche (d 1920) vsed the ph e with 2 negative nudnce to criticize lack of
spiritual values i that teadition. Howsver, the use of .._.F. phiase was
celiberately cultivated in order le aeztralize Hitler's aggressian agansr Lne
Jews in m..,b._ﬁ..w in the paiddle of tee 23:h contury.™ Tt is also interesiing to pote
thar Lewis counsels his Western audience ner to be proveked by ihe
“irrational reacticn agunst shat rival™” Lewis seems 10 ko exploiting “he
perceived supuriority complex of some Western policy-makers.

H Thad
Tk,
o st . 'y = ST | iy L e .
o erhur Heravan, “Weleomg Defear Arach] Tovehee” in his, The fde ol Lecling s Festem
Hisgaey (Mew York Lne Free Press, 1957), 284
Minformation Cleniog Tauss, “The Muk of o Jusaee-Chrisisn Tiadition,” New Daues
qJ i ol -
.._..wﬁw..._..xu_...n. {FehruarMarch 1994].
3 u " A [ r -
" Bermard Tewis, “This Roots of Maskin Ruge,” The Avtarsic Homehdy, vel. 256,00, 3 (seprember
Aam 4T LN

s 1o T e Tl ek U el

g-holars, however, have generally traced the mrellecrual roars of W
civilization not 12 Judeo Christian heritage but rather to rae Reaassan
Linlightenment tradition, The fovnding fathers of }_m. United Sta
ﬁmqlﬂcmmﬂ never envisioned the US as an avowedly Chnsuan state. In |
ope of the earlies formal international documents the 175 declared raa-

As ~he Government of the Uniead States of Ausenca bs not, inany sease, [
am the Chestan religlon a5 0 has i zelf no charserer of fnouty apair
laws, reigion, o1 trandquillicy. of Mussclmen; and, as the said Stares never o
infao ANy war, or a0 ol hosuloy sganst any Mubowetan ceoon, s decly
the parties, thar nu pretext arsing from religions cpiniors, shall ever prad

¥ S o S 1 24
INTCETU DL n_.i_-_m harnosy mv.h.m::m bemwmreen __Fu CRro oL Ly,

Our purpose in po.cting this out heve 1s not to stress that the M
American relaticns 1n the early perind of 115 history were cordial; marhe
purpose is 1o hignhel the fact that the US was not founded on the so
Judeo Chriszian tradition of Europe Also, cne shovld nors that Jehn
the mid-19:h comiury American President (1841-184%) whem Bernard
guotss in his "The Reows of Muslim Rage" artcle of 199 1o demor
Atnericn talerance, identified Jews alomp wirh Muslims and Easr Tnds
strangers 1o America. Tyler wanted 1o grant all immigrants an “abode :
us." And yet i the same arucle Lewis would later msist that be hunse
the srate of Iszael were a pant of Western civilzaton.

It 1= noteworthy that in <he wake of Lew:is® arvicle an appreciable o
..H_.. ._..._.ru.-ﬁﬂ.“_ L_ﬂm.n.mnﬂ_u_“_ﬁ.nmw“_x. .—U._..Ll_u...m.”_uw._...m N—.__.r_. _.“_”_.H.. _ﬂ_u.f_n_..um CATTIC _|_.ruﬂ_.._._ 1e1 _..E—"_TG
clash of eivilizations thesis. Iz this process lslam and the Muslim world -
tc the centre sraoe of inteenzrinnal polives. This makes i1 perrinen: o
what do Mushms want? According to Lewas, Mushims are enrag
Westerners and their “kartred is directed against us ™ He elaborates his
_uw. mﬂ.mmmm:m. Lhat suce most Mushims want to revive the _Hmn_._._nﬁu H
Qur'an and the Mropher they must have been directed by 4 desire to

Mazslins walues and restore Musdim greatnass” o f world roday,

% astiele 11 in e Tesacy of Tropol “authorsd by Awerican diglomat Jod Barlow i 1
Eallowing trenty was sert 1o the floo of the Senare, June 70797, wheoeaf was s=an dlon
sailzety and undeimoudy approved. lohe Adame (LY Preddens 179721801, kaviap «
treaty, steaed 0 and proadly proclaime:d o oioche Manop” See, < bupddwwwsiephens
..dﬂ.wﬂ..._..qn.‘nﬂhu...{lq .“.__.“_. ] =

“Barnard Lewss, “'I'ne Roots of Mushm tage: Why s many Muslims ressat the W
why thewr hiterness will nor sasity be mollificd ™ The Aifassc Mowrviy, Digual 1
Buprember 1990, Hosted au < mhembLble/ AN
Dkt i The RPac e v w - i e

and  Sernegshondes
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Waslim desiee,” according te Lewis, would pose 2 seieus theear o the
existing international order. ™ |

This seems a shrewd move on the part of Bernard Lewis Gr._.F.E__.f ke
wred 1o promate his cause wirsout making any riele ciice te Tae 2:__._,_2 L
E_n.u:nm-d&:..r caused the 1973 war and the oil embargo thal ?:mﬂwn_ and
thie unaualified T7S support {or the 3hae of [ean which was a majer .,..“n::.:f.,
led 1o a revaluton i that country Tn this context, the .::..:::”H: PE.M,.H.FE.E.
tended 1o [ind faule with the Muslims who are, according e __lnd.._u_ :w_uu._.,_:n.iw
ot the supesiority of their snlture,” and are also “nbsessed with the infenonty
of sheir power.™! The lawe Edward Sad (d. 2003), a former professor of
Crprature at Cnlumbia  University, righty  pomeed  out thar Isracl's
dentifcation with Western civilization was dune “in tae hone rhal mors
Accericans and Furapeans will see Tsrael as @ victio af Islamie vilencs."* This
screme has been successful in s far as many etzers around e globs jorned L
higalizhr the danger rif the “Islamic threat.” Newspaper n.nH::._:_?..ﬁ Feposiars,
mevic pakers and cven same novelists jeined the acadsmicians (3 a mission to
demonstrate that “The Red Menace is Gene. But Here's Islam.""' Tslam becane
2 -hewse of discvission ameong the policy-malers and the media circle.

oIt arischan o

Hurntingron joined this debate with a .Emﬂ_wn......h.un for his W
by quoting a novelist! Tike Bernard Lewss, Eﬁnn.nw..c:.ﬂ_u argued for _..Tu
need of an enemy m ordar to define self-ldentity. On hus pact, the no..i_.m_
Michael Thbdin, as gquoted by Huztingron, refors 1o a “Venerian nationalist

demagngue” saving

e what we are

Thers tan be ro tzue foends worhou irus snemiss. Unless we
T e & ’ = ! T
nar we o cannot oove whar we are. These ars the ol toths we arr painlally
Pk - - 2 EF e 2 ] i
ridiscovering | Those wha deny tnem deny vhen family. their heritage, thelr

3 = " 3w gy ot e R
culture, their birarigar, their very selvas! They will noc lightly be lergves.

Bunringion goss on o express his coaviction that “the unformunate truth

i " . .."..._.. h e

e these old tuthe cannon Le ignered by statesmen and schelas Althongh
L wants 1o

the argument might appear naive ky scholarly <ta ncdurds, [Tunrinat
i = fakif At 1 = ; R
inculeate the idea that “encinies are essenmial” [or “peon'e seehiang identiny ™ He

kid.
el |1 e
3 Eaward Suid, Comerng frimrn, Snd edn. (Mew Tork Minrage, Z3H5), a0

e S o Weei i Beview” wolioch came up wita Ths headline co Janeary
21, 194k

saclier,

" Hunisiegrinon, 15 Clash af Ciwilizaiinns v the Hemakomg ! W

¥ pd

TUF CLASH OF CILIZATIONS THESS AND MUE LIRS

schioes Bermard Tewis in identifying the porenrial enemies of W
civilization. In the post-Sowvier era Lluntington ideanfies manly Isiam
occasionally Chlunsse civilizations as the enewies of Western avilzanos
events of Seprember 11, 2001 were percerved hy many 1o coren
Huntington's thesis.

Botk Tewss and Huntngton carned the clash of cvilizabens
further, cliurning out 4 spats of writings. Lewis wrote a sesies of books
Wohiat Went Wangs: The Clash Berween Liam and Moderniry m the Mid:
12002}, The Cridis of Iam: Hofy War and Unhoty Terrer (2003, and <
articles, one of the hatest of them beaning the ttle *Muslie:s about 1o 12k
Europe™ 1n the fernsalen: Dost (January 22, 2007} As for Hununzr
reiterated lus thesis in an arbicle enntled “The Age of Musim Wans®
that “throughoat the Muslim world, ... there exists a great sense of gri
resenlment, envy and _._CE.___Q toward the West and s wealts, [
With the support of the DBush admiinistration and it
conservative alliss the thesis scems e have hecome s reality in the easly
of the 2151 century. In oxder to uocerstand the Muslims' “sense of griev
toward the West and its wealth,” it would be necessary 1o highlighs sc
Huntingtan's observations about the Muslim werld, ™

mli

culmire.

IHuntington's Observations about the Mushim World

Hunzington believes that a war in cur contemporary times invelving th
states of thr world's major cvibizauons s “highly improbable b
impessible ™ As he ssarchies for enenues [Hunungion provokes lus rea
unagine 3 pessible scenario of a “glebal civilizatenal was” in whicl
United States, Furope, Ruossia and India _ become cnvaged 1noa truly
strugple againet Ching, Jepan, and most of Islam” in the vear 2013,
cenflict may spark and ssealare “if aspiring Muslim core stazes comp
pravide assistance to therr coreligiomsts.” It should be noted, howeve
even though Hunringron purs China and Japan on the side of “mast of |
Lre major part of lhis work discusses the potental for conllict be
Musi:ms and the Unired Srares.

" Bernard Lewis, Whae Won Whong? Wemsn Inpase and Medale Saserss Mesmoe e
Caford University Press, 20020 The v of Glams Holy Bar and Unboly Tevror (e
Uhe Modern Library, 2001,

Bernatd Lewis, “Wushims abour 12 tabe over Burope,” femsaiem Pasr (Jznaare 29, 2057)
FRamul U Tlantingron. “The Ape of Mulae War,® Spedal Davos Edwes N
(Deeemlier 2501-Februa-y 20023, 7

A See, . 201 _H_.-_..l.._...._.. .J_...__u_.:_.:._.“..__. P

- th._.n_.._n__.._m.._:.._“__: Thi o faah af Coilisorine e Ad ohis B ive ol Waeid Celie 3102
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[y TR s rst af Telam™ turn asau a ired Stares, Furupe,
Why should "mo £ Telam™ 1 al1st e Ulnired States, Furope
Fussia and Tndia” in the “global dvilizanenal was? j::n:._n__.::w. believes that
the reason for it was that with the passape of e the Mushm world was
4 i ar i and cacreasine the mosential threar to Western
Lecoming more Tslamic and thus iacreasing e

civilization in inrernatonal politics:

Beginming in the 1978, lslamic symbols. belicly, pracuzes, IRSLLITONS, ?u__a_ﬂ.
an orgamizaticns wos increasing ecommituient dnd support througheur e
word of L billion Muslims seretcung iom Morooen o Tndoresia and Lo
“igeria ;o Razakhstan .., In 1995 every counry wiTh _...Egn._h_.:...ﬂ_.;“‘. ...”—Ern..
populaton, . was mere lshamee and Telamist cultueally, seclly and palivically

h |
rhan it was fifteen years ago.

In respunse to these developments Muslim “political Jeaders rushed o
identify ther segimes and themselves with Islam,” cbserves Thinnngtozn:

King Hussein ol Terdan, cenvineed that secular goverminen s had bole futere in
the Arzb world, spoke of the noed 1o creste “hilaonc demacracy” and a
*mudvrzizug 1sham.® Kizg Hassan of Mosoceo epaphasized his deseeny drom e
Branhet zad his refe as “Cormazder of the {aishiul™ The Sulia: of Bouner, zer
crsvicnisiy moied for Blane prierices, necame "creasingly deve anid- defined
b7 zegime a2 " Malay Mushim monarchy ™ Ben Al of Temsiz beaan regalardy w

avoke Allar in his spoechies apd "wrapped Rimsell in thy mantls of fslam® 1
ek the growing apreal of slamic groups. In the euniy 19975 Subarte explicaly
adopied 2 policy of beraming “more Muslun.™ In Bengladesh the prinaple of
“eecularism® was droppué [rom the constinatins i the mid 1970, and oy eady
1990% the secular, Kemalist iZentiry of Turkey was, [or the fiss sime, coming

under serious challenpe, To underling thur Blamee commirment, governmuntal

leades — Ciral, Suhavie, Karnsev — hasreried 1o theor bagk”

Tn order to convince his reatlers of the viclent nawre of the sclunousiug
between Tsiamic and Wosiern covilizatiens, Flunnnglon gustes Bernard Lewns,

3 leading Western scholar of Islam,” and argues that there axists "2 ess than
A ash o civilizations, " He provides empirical date trom histomy, claiming that
“30 mercent of wars involving pairs of states of dilferent religions perween 1823
g Altheugn & number

wol

inid 1929 were wars berween Muslims ang Chrisrians,

Sopmid, 111,
W feid. 115
210, Hunmigron olserves it 53 zeteear of the wars duriog the period v lved
Mitilias ard Chrisians, FLowover, he [orgers thay guzing us arest velatile ventery in the

{ouscen cemturirs of Cansuin-Musdun refatons v otwo communiies Taken tugetber

Constiieten ot east 72 1o 5 oemeem ol the worla population. b bz narewoerthy that mom

r - s . . . it 159 ke
merbers ol the T are ether $ohrisnan o Musdim meiorie: ool the soeree 192 pemher

. TUE CLASH OF CHILIZATIUNS | <ESIS ANU MUSLIMG

of Muslims viewed Furopean colomallsm as a coatinuation of me
crusades, in academic terms Bernard Lewss' argument 15 pretiy tvial
because during the ¢elenial period, when most of Africa and Asiz were
the opecupation ol European pewers, it was nnly Incidenral thar m
Europe supposedly fullowed Chrstianity  ('supposedly’  because

Buroncans were deists and fellewed no organized religion euring the s
half ﬁ.um the 19t cestury) and most of Africa and Asia was populat
Muslims. History bookxs have recorded these cortlicrs as azti-zolon
nationalist mnEmm“mm 1o achieve self-determination, .Iwu_:_...v.. has alsor red
that one of the major contributions of the United Stares to world awili
is that it intredeced the adea of sel*-deicrmmaznon in medern gmes. T
not only fought a war of indepencence against Burcpsen colonization
alsn _.Eﬂm._.__qn&_m& the word bodies 2ueh 2z Paris Peace Conference ot 15
later the United Mations to undertake the diplomacy of deccleniza
Huntington now seems to want the Unired Srates to abandon ire his
role 1o promote Fnhghtenment values such as freedom of consciene
reznect for humar dignity and to assume the historical burdzn of Eu
Christendom. In support of his thesis Hunsing-on argues:

[l & herd oo fiod sreremenes by asy Muslims, whether peliticiens,
seademics, Dusimesspersors, or  jourmalists,  presng Woesterr valae
stirutions, Lhey instead stress the differences Setween their civilivac
Westarn civ-lization, the superinriny of their cdloare, and the need w0 m
the iowegrivy of than cubwre agmina Western omslaughi, Muslims fear and
Western power and the chrear whuch this poses to their souety and belizf:
sue Western culmure as materzlizrie, corrupe, decadent, 2ad immerall™
Hunzingren  bezlieves that  sigce the  “1979  Iragiap Rewalumas
imeravilizatonal quas war developed between Tslam and the Wes, ™
the near tuture “conceivably even more intensely snt Western naton
could emerue. Rlaring the West far the farlures of Tslam " The-elore, ©
strong Lkelitheed of a perpetual confliet between the two civilizations.
thi essential “problem zor the Wesr is nor Islamic tundamenealism. I s
a different covilivaiicn whose T._rn_u_n are convinced of the m..__.:..:nh.m.mw« 2
caliure and are chsessed with the inferiory al thes power

40

We shall now prewcced to txamine the wecuracy of Hunliiglon's e

= ...__.__"n_.__.._.__w__ tiye TS pever C.m._.“_.:.._.u..r._u ._PLE-..". the weahl | ___._... Piesndegr Wioo iow Wilanas
national sclf-determication laid the foun2aton of the Leagie of Manons.,

b7 -1 gron, The Clash el Civalativa: gt the Reveadiag of [l rder, 2
T, 216,

*1bid., 131,

Ll
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Is there an Essential Clash between Islamic and Western Civilizations?

. i ‘ -1 I T O T s ) fory
We raise questions about tze vahdity of 1lunnungton’s basic thesis becacse hus

ideas are founded om crronsgus premises. In oroer ro establish his thesis
Huniiagton secms o manipulate the hisiories of berh civilizatiens.
[ntroducing the discussion on “Tsiam and the West" during the Clinton

wchninistranon Huntizgron suggests thar

Same Westerness, incuding I'-radene Bil. Clinton, have arzued that the Wess
dees et have problems with Tslam but enly oo vislent Islanst extrem ars.
Foo:teen hindred vears of Sistory demonstzare srnerase, he selacions berween
[slam and Clinstiatity, koth Ortiedox and Weswrn, have afien Been starme,

Bach Lias been the uthes Uther ™

Huntingien's knowledge of hustory of both lslamic and Western
civiliZations s2ems o leave much 1o Le desired. While a _.r.,u_“.o....l.m,_._ m.HE_J...w_.ﬁ it
che historica relationship between Tslam and Chostanity does nor {ull within
-he scops of this paper, Hustingron's claime do call for aking & loak ar
history. Anyone with even an elementary grnowledge of Isham and _.._..E:n
histery knows thar the Qur'aa does oot single out Christians as the enemies of
Muslims. In fact it encourages Mislims o develop Inendly relations with
them ot only becauss the laver affirm God's exiszence, out also because they
lielieve in many Prophets such as Ibrahim, Ishan. Ya'yhb, Yisuf, Musa :..ﬁmmn
be on them) and several nchers mennioned soch i the Bible and the (Qur'an. o
facr whew the Muslims weze parseeuted by their tellow wibesimen iz Makkah
they sougnt refuge wirh the Chsistiaz King of _.‘..ﬁ_:_n_ﬂma”. The D:q.m_.ﬂ.tun
showed a sympatheve il teward the Byzantize Christians when E_Wﬂﬁd
pncouaters ook place between them aad the Dersians {sce Qur'an .,.._H_“.h._n.__..__._
-his conext, one mav refor to the seming! work by Mrozesser Richard Bulliet.
The Case for Tiamn-Chrstian © ivilizalion, which peroives a close relationshup

betweer Tslam and Christianity in Ristory and thus ssems discordant wilk
Perrard Lewis' view of “Juden-Christun heritage ™' Flowever, cne ummn_..u” 12
Carefally exanune ITeatington’s propesition that Christians and Muslims
persiszenily censtirute “the other’s Other.”

In pownt of Zacn, the Qurian doey not identsy any specilic religicus,
linguistic ar sthnic group as s encimy; rather, ir strongly condemT ns fAose wae
hide the truth as regards the exigtence of the Oae True T wd and attempt o

Y T, 208,

Hogue Birhard W, Bulliet, The Case tor Selamon Chrooias Crehzaidon (M=a Yook Columia
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become lords wver athers.” The Qur'an claims that suchk people s
corription on earth order to mﬂ.m_u:w_p H._..:LH. lordship over .u.H__..m_.w_ BT
gver the poor and the weak." It is wellknown that the earhest epen
Islam were the Prophet’s own fellow tibesmen, the Quraysh. The mess
Tslam artracted not only people fro= the Quraysh, buralso from various
aroups of pecple of non Arab ethnic background — the Africans, the Pe;
ote. who lived m Arabia. In other werds, Tslam's message was wnivers
therefore one could find both fnends and fees amenyg all kinds of people
15 pot to necessarly suggest thar Muslim rulers in hisrery never looked
i lreated Chrsuans wth hostihiy: rather, iU s meant o stress that the
rot heen any specific “Other” for Islam.

It is also not tere that Muslims always constitwied the *Othe
Christians, Chrasuaniy was born as a reform mevement within the ]
seadifion and the rwo communities — Christians and Jews — remained

s=nse, eack other's "Other” during the early duys of Chosuanity. Hun
-omanticizes Christian histery by suggesting thar tze “twensisth ce
conflice berween liberal demacracy and Maraise-Leninum s only a fleen:
superficial historical phecomenon compared to the continuing and «
corflicrual relation hetween Tslam and Christiznity ** Perhaps the cold-
oo close 0 wme to be erased from the memory of lluntington's re
However, can one cbliterate the memores of the Crusades, cspecal
Crusaders’ brutalinies sgainst Orthodox Chrisnans? It is alse evident that
1 the Flundred Years War 1337-1453) znd the Thirtv Years War (1418
mmch innocent biood was spilled Muslims were no party to these long-
wars., Likewise, in the oo World Wars of the rwentieth century -
Aﬂ-m-.-ln_.ﬁ_mrmﬂ& .u_.-ﬂ..m..”—._. r_.._..._._n_. nmﬁ..w...ﬂ_r_._ﬂﬁu_.._.u_._l._ _Uw.u._u._.“_.n_hu:l._ww o _um_:nun..mnn._.n.... .p_._n.. _..r."u.u.... Hu“uuﬁ.n“.ﬂ.._
Furopeans/ Weasterners and Christians. The same halds trus for the ccl
berween toe Easters and Westsrn blocks which constansly cast its o
shadows over the world for chout Zall a cantury.

Mere astonishing is the fact thar Hioctington igrores the moti
factors behind the Americar War of ..,:.mntn:unmnm. There has be
explosion of ceference to rtze Judeo-Christian heritage of the Am
Repupiie Guriy the past decade or so The face however, s thar Like
Enlignienment philosophers the feunding fathers of America oo
Hmﬁm.::.a ﬂmann... alben ..__"..T:..HE_.“::..__h anti-clerical, Hu:xm:..__u, .,_.:...x had |
abonur the prineiples of human tights and huntan dignity from Judaiss
_nwnm:.;::m. which were an imponant source of their idess, However,

Lt g - iy i
See, for examale, Cur'in 3: 228, 273,
4 :
See, [oz examale, Chyr'in 20204 205 [0: 83
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o' ... e the mataads anv academicians, jourpalists
cpems 1o tave sized the puois 1.:? ¥ : __.

a rhay as it may. there is much reason o Believe chat

s thay a LAy,

the other

i pelicy mazers, D iy ‘ - oo bl
- heines tave become mace civilized with passage o bue and like Sieds

Ay H lonesr subseribe 1o tribalism; rarher, they would

ac] Lee. thev ne loogs seribe L ; ;

Jackson Lee. X z

e 1 e =
euhgey b o commn clvtlizaional values 1o save nomamiy.

Algernatives to the Clash of Civilizations Paradigm

The first question 1aat arises Lader these h.._.h.,_u,r."ﬂ_._.#wawwm.:w ir‘ﬂ.ﬁ_.r..”.“ _.grﬂ, Howu._“wpw
will ke possible al 2 ro ensure wirld peace _.4.__._,:”” s eatury E _r,.u Em“:_..
hestie relarinship that oresenlly seems 10 obtain F.‘ﬁmﬁw :._.Lr. Q,: _ “mm
communities in the world Leday? Wil the Upited Stares chooss ..._u .:__1.,.“._,. ‘
Lqterests of the histarics! Christendom of H,.__:.:_uw_ cr ?_____:E, the :E% ,.pm_.:-
of the Renaissancr and the Enlighzenment ......E...m_.:ﬂ by Ametica _”_ _._.::@ .H.:.w
thers? Will the Aresican peosle vt for a aocliine that iz likely th ﬂ..m
humanity towasds perpetual internecine feudiug and .u_cn..ﬁ_.l...smn_ o will H,m..ﬁm
cxplore ways to snsure harmony and amuly between Le ditferent segments ¢
humankind? . | . =
In deciding abour their foreign policy aotinns, .m..;n_m:r__“. the _._.;L.:
ccuntries can il afford to ignore the mm_...mEE:EH. position cF the .u..._‘.H..ﬁ ims in
the world woday. 'The world's mosr knows fuel depesits, 11s most _EHMWMHF
-rads routes — the Mediierransan, the Bed Sca, the J:mﬂnqnw, the EE.- Z.
the Straits of Malacca - are all located in heavily M .,.;m_zwp populated .RE._.,.:FE.
Even if one were to fonore Lie humanitarian apects of ﬁ:.n. marter, _._..,.5 n“E. a
peaceful atmesphers srevail i e world i the .J_u_r; and lemitimate (nteresis
are denied to such u large chunk of world's popualicn? .
What is the allernative, then? One option 19 whick recouzse bias oflen
beem made by the Weer 15 10 create privileged clies ATOng Mushm: f.:...u E._w.
axpected 16 disregard the Literssis of L1617 HWD PEOPLC ..E._m waark pramarily Lo
Emﬁ.c_n the interests of Furope and America, In our opmici, such e..._nq,;ﬁﬂ_
liwe £ailed iz the past and their contifzanen will .r._:__._nw aggravate the _m_F.*mﬂwq.
archlemis by encouraging exrremism among Muslims by driving them _E_ ,”____n:
desperation.™ Thas is wny 1t assential for prople of vniversal geod will 1o

¢

. ool eeeenistence can L ensured.
sepinusly dellberate hew crilizational co-oxisience can i ensur

s W— .4
T enungen, Soe Dlash of Ol izattos, Gl

2 o e et e
W g this eomest Colin Towells question “wehat was wrong oz 4 Musli 1c o presieat ol
..... sbach Dema prasa Mudim, 15

Undred Soares” in cesodaise 00 anothee QUISLDN whether o

3 o L s I Al i nre ...._“_.h.._.__.“_-n.._.“v.
pstewnrsat, fes <l Catrashl g latines comipreauer thush /20087 1 Sfdolin-pows!
Jg3

Aegessed o Cleraler 15,2
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e agi¢ OF CIVILIZATIONS THESES AND YUSLIAS

Firsr il all, ane mzst recognize thar there does exist u serious prob
regards martual uncerstanding bevween Mushms and the West. In os
develop a relatenship of praceftul en-exisrence and construcuve [nends
ceems necessary 1o identily the values commen o the rwo civihzanens.
same way that many Chrstians twday Lod common values berwe
Enlightenment and the Judeo-Christian rraditian, ane can alsa find ot
values cemmon to Tslanue and Western civilizations. Both the civiiz
should cogsider how 1o “irther strepgthen those values and he wall
recognise the mistakes that each might have made iz the past and 1o
cincere determunaticn to aveid these mistakes in the turure, On issues

have the putental o igmtc conilict between the two entues, both
demaonstrate their capacity to resolve those issues rationadly to the o
satisfaction o both partiess A rvatieua! approach s srressed here b
raupnalism is likely 1o help both the parties 1o recognize sech funda
human values as human dignity. Jusuce, equality, respeer tor the natu
the eaviron=enl — umiversal values that are essential for tie sz, grow
stabuliy of any healthy civilizavion, It will be necessary for the r
.—n.ﬂ”_...l._“_u.ﬂ.m_._ﬂ Tl Tnu_.T nu_.._..___....a._.n.._.m..".u__.r_ Lt w__r._.r.._.uﬂ_ml.u._ _J.mﬂ*_ Hun.”_.”.u._.u__. o m_l_._l.v.nu. .._..L_n.rwm__h
their ows interest as wall as in the wider interest of all humanity. This
pessible only through interacvon and dizlegue, as has bezn suggested by

msightful peonle including Immanyel Wallerstern

One cheuld, hewever, net be over-eprimisue about the cutcome o
Muslim-West imteractvon and dealogur. Dueny the pust twn decades |
many of these have taken place in different parss of the world on
crviizatomal and jpre~fach ssues in which acadermicians, AL
NGO acrivists extensively participated. These efferts can only
wholesome results if they are characterized by clarity of vision, rran:
ear=estness and a reahisue and sensitive M.J_H... ol actien. Therofore at thy
one must reappraise the outcome of seme of the most productive mnitiar
nezalf of the two sivilizations.

In this connecnom woseers uselul to drave adenbon o 2 few m
which, in cur opinion, szem outstandingly premising. Of -hess, we
especially like wo highiicht swn sueh ininatives, ore represenrize the M

nd the other, the West. These initiatives deserve 1o be brought ta lin

Was umalhe seealize:  Arabo, e Sherg al Awsaer (o Dondon daily) See e sumea
el starements and cemmentany of Agmen eYawching cee of Ssama Bie

ssucistesdrom Egyo an <huoadiwaw frecrepubliccon focass brens 113436/ posia
Dlec_ 3, 250y

B3 T 2 e s o . .
Immanue! Wellerstein, “Islam, the West, and the Warld,' Janenad of blatiinr Srredes
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“or they secm te reflect the intellecrual vutlook and attituding! marsrity that
should inferm the quest for an aliernatve 1o the clash of civlizations docezine

to make it fraitful

A Common Word Between Us and You

One of these initidtives was taken :n 2007 by a group of 134 distinguished
Muslim scholars from across the world, These schiclass jointly addressed an
apen letter to Chrisnan \caders under the Gile A Comman Weord berween Ls
and You, "™

The vtle and exe of “A Common Word” is evidently inspived by the
Qur'an's call: *Prople of the Boosl Come 102 word common between us .E,“_
you: that we shall serve none but Allah andd shall asecciars node with Him in
ITis Diivinizy and that some of us rot take othess as frds wtltel than Allah”
(Qur'an 3 m.._m_. Ihe document ecmphatically affirms thar there are important
comonaltes bevween Tslam and Christian:ty and speciiically highlights a 1ew
of them, Quize obviously, Islam and Christianity are two distiner rehgious
eotities. This might give mse 1o the Impresaon that a devour adherence 1o
them will necessarily drive o wedge between their filliwers, A deeper look at
the scripiures of these religious raditiens, aowever, leads onc te an entirely
diffesent concusion, camely tnat the common denomicaters in Islam and
(CLristanity are quite a tew and are of vatal impertance. This because both the
Crran and the Bible accerd a paramoazt place to love of God and leve of
humanity in therr respective hicrarchy of valzes.

1his i5 very well docemeried i the *Cemmun _...._ﬁ.uh._n......iuq...rn:ﬁnﬁm
af Telam, the Qur'an is replete with affirmng Ged's unujueness as tae sols
abject of devetion, sérvice, wondnp and chedicnce: “There is no god bul
God " i the first par of the Mushm shabadab, This requires that the
keliovers hzarts “must be devored to God Alone” for *Goc hath nort assned

W o

g any man twe hearte .7 (33 ). God has no assosiate and hence *Muslims

must love God uniguely, witkour rivals within their souls, sinze God savs in
the (Qurian: Yet Uiere are men whe take rivas unte God: they lave them as
thev chon'd love God PBut those ef fah we more intense shzir love tor
Coad™ (2 165)

Lhe Qurlin’s message witn respedt 1o Gnd zan be summed up by saying
~har man sheuld _._u_.......v_ﬁ__.:._hﬁ and extal His unigueness and Hnmﬁﬂ;m o0 Him hy
worshipping, sezving, cheying, fzaring and leving TTim with uiter single

mnndedness

TSP T TIVILIZATIONS THESS ARG MLUSLIMS

‘The message ol the Bible an the issze is much the same: “Hear (D
‘The Lord cur God, the Lord is one/Yan shall love the Lasd your Ged
all your heart, with all your soul, E.E with all your strength. " See, The .
in the Book ol Deuteronamy & 4-3). Likewise the New Testamen: mes
thar Jesus (peace be en him) declared: “You shall leve the Lerd vour Goc
all your heart, with all your scul, and with all yeur mind. This is the [ir
the greatest commancment.” (See Matthew 220 34-4L and Mark 12: 28-3

In the light of the above it s evident that tme Propher Muzam
saying: “The best T haye said —mvseelf, and tze Prophets whe came |
me—is: ‘There is no god but Gel, He Aloze. Tle hath no associate, [is
sovercignty and His i the praise and [le hath power over all rhings”
seems pretty much the sime as the "First and Greatest Commuandmer
love Ged with all ene’s heart and 5ol s Toued wt various - aces 19 the
The relevant statenients in the Qrir'an and 1ze Bikle clsc have another pa
* ... the way they arise tn 4 number of shehtly differing vessions and ter
dufferent contexts, all of which, nevertheless. emphasize the promucy o
lnve and devenon 1o Gaold”

In like manner, love of humanity ar “love of the neighbour”™ is s
emphatically 1= both Islamic and Chrstan senptures. The Pr
Mubammad (peace be on him) swd: *None of you has “aieh veril vouo lo
your brother what yon: lave for yourself.” IHe alse saidi “Nons of you ha
unttl you love fer your neighbour what you love for vouselt” Hoy
empathy and syinpathy for the neighbour ars net considercd cucugh,
must he accompanied by acts of kindness, generosity znd selfsac
Righ:ecussess, aceerding 1o the Qurian, dues not consist of such ouraar
as rurning one’s face to the Easz or the Was: “but rightecus s he who bel
in Ged and the Tast [rav and Lhe angels and the Seroomires and ﬂ_.u_u,mmﬂ
giveth wealth for love of Him, 1o kinsfslk 21¢ 1o orphass and the nesd
the wayfazer und 10 rhose who ask, and 1o ser slaves tree

B B
R Lo e

We find Uus ecnally emphiasised in the savings of Jesus (peace be on
whe declared love of the neighbeur 1o be of prmary importance, a
second only 1o the leve for Gad: “And -he secand is like it: Vou shal
your neightour a5 yoursel,' Oz these two commundments rang all the
aud the Prophes ” (See Mattbhew 22: 38-a(, See alsn Mark 22 31 and Len
12: 17 18 in O1d Testament).

..._.._.:__ —omman Word” 15 thuy an impassionad ¢all -0 bath Chrissiar
Muslims, who make Lo more than 53%; of the wor'd's pop.lation, o
arcund the cnmmoyn core values enshrined in theiy seripture. “1f Muslim

hrist) E ]
Christians are not at psace. the werld cannar be ar neace

iy
1"1a warss e
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ol the world itself ts serhaps at stake " Mot only tha, "we say that cur very

sternal souls are 2lso 2t stake if we failtn sncerely mmie esery elior and come
tegether in harmony.”

One very important aspect of the “Common Werd” initatve deserves Lo
be underlined. Tn order to foster murual wicrance and friendszip berween
Muslims and Christans it does not require them 1o hecome lukswarm
helievers, ler alone abandon their religions beliels. Orn the contrary, the
underlying idea of the “Commaon Word” is that it is precisely by wirtue of
their being sincere and devetad to the requirements e thur religicus faith thar
they can hecome harbizgers of understanding and amity: Thus, it represenis
an  atlempl ntllectus)  foundations o1
understaading on rhe bedrack of devotion to Ged and commitment to carry

out His imperatives, Evidently this is a mere sound, sehd and realisue sasis o1

e erect the Wushim-Western

meaccelul co-existence and amiry.

Muslim-US Engagement

Tikewise we also find in the Wesr, _."mﬂ_:nﬂmmn.“w. in USA, a number of hope-
nspiring Initatives One of these ls US based cluster adentified as “the
Leadership Group on U8 Muslim Engagemoent.” Convened by “Search zor

dine Tnstitute" and compased of

Cemmon Gronnd and Lhe Cozsensus B
acadeies, activists, bureaucsats and policy-malesrs, the Group zas made
recomumendatons that seom o carry some weight weth e present
administration m its engagemant with the Muslims.® The ttle of the Repost
of the Group seems o indicale a serious rethinking on the subjt In s
“[reeface” the report explaing: “In Janvary 2607, a growp of Amencan leacess
concerred apous the sise in jenwion and violence berween the US and Muslim
countries and commumtizs, and interested in hnding ways 1o improve
se'atiens, rame tepether to launch tae USMuslim Engagement Proteer:

'Lhe report acknowledges thal, “Lhere is a deep reservoir ol gricvances
against the U S, amang Muslios around the werldl ™ Therelors, it calls the

Slemders 1 the U5, and the Mushm countries 2 shave respomsibiliny for

“sartnetibin can tage qLany

transforming relarions” and suggests thar thar
forms: exchanges of iceas, commilment ol resgurces, coerdinaren diplomane

ot political action, and veople to-peeple exchanges, among others™ 'Ile

# Reoors of the Leadermhup Growp ar Ls-Muslion Engagerenl, Thasging Cose 4 Mew
Mirectron ..._.uL.1 iy Bdasiuwr wetl e ..._._.q..h.__:..u_ Worla H.”. wh

logrin 1305 U S-Muslin: Engagemen:

Peoapest, Febary 32270 Also vine < D8R uelim Dngapenent.org =
1 H_nnm.__.n._u._. r.__ ._._.._rr _.l,..rhm.:.nw___l.u.. _nlp:_____ v LA, Z._....'..._“_n. ._...-..m.q._.m...._..__._._n_u_.. _w.._.._.h.q...,.m.qq.x ....n_..“_.:... 1%
b,

U S CHALKZATION G | R AL RIS

report alse recoguizes thar “the L5 has a greater :mpact when we live
our ideals. ™ T shows, at the same rime, the readiness on the part of ar |
section of Americans 1o acknowledge the value of *Tslamic principles 1o
the challenges of the 21st century,™ The report further recomumend
17 &, engagement sheuld be to help strengthen msttztions of gavernan
civic partmapation. zather than to support or oppase players in i
political contests. ™ The report also recommends:

The U.S, government, ..r.mnn_ﬁ.q with mr..._..nm_rn.:“_....: EEE:“:CTH_ and hi
DHmﬂHm._.Mu.._.._.__uzm. w.._:u.E._._..m m._._.ﬂ.,nﬂ.._u._.__.._:.___.u_.. WRH.._..._E._.._ pressnt ComOutolents Do &
and ﬁwamﬂmwﬂn_ﬂ,_ education en Mushm history, religion. and onlmoee, a
issues o 75 Ml relations Lo The Tadseal govermnezy could p
[esnrives loz teacher Tralming, o eaconrape teachers oo integral
imformation meo secal studies, world histoey, W8 hista=y, surrene +ven
comparsrive politics courses,™

In short, the report propeses engagemient and interaction be
Americans and Mushins arcund the world IF properly fellews=d, <his
help bring about a major shift frem the clasz of civilizazions thesis pursu
the earher admimstration. Tn facs, as we have araned sarlier in this _M.,fﬂ_mw.
is no hasic contradiction of values between the lslamic and Am
civilizations,”™ and & raticnal ::nn;_.m:...r:m of American and Muashim b
and culture will ~or only ease inrarnational tension, bul is also a step to
nwmu.:bm a better 1nternational Nn:..umm_.:__.n.

The abeve report also nores Obama administragen’s tresh apy
toward the Muslim world, In his m...._.um.._&.ﬁm m Torkey and Fgyot Oban
explained hus pelicy faizly exrensively. He has highlighted Qur'anic valu:
their m_..wum__nr in the US cogstiluton und has ::E:T.,u_...u__w declarze
“partnership betwzen America and Islam must be based o whar Islam |
what it :n't. " He counselled Muslim leaders as fnllnwes:

Lol g H ; s ey o, i i

Yo mnust maintaim your power thoough séossny, noes ceercion; vou ciust 1
the splis of minceities, ard particoate with 2 spint of toleranc
somprncuse; yue must plaze the dncerests af your poeple and e

=Thid.
Ik, 3,
% Ibad., 61
.E._._u..n_._.ua

"'See up. 202 #. shave

.,_ _. . .. .
_....—.rn ?r. proierial versian s 2vadable an < bup/ P americagondicedics pdifepsfan
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wirkings of the soliteal prosess above your parmy. Without thess ingredients,
elect rns alone do nor make tnie domocracy

I1 1s evident rhar there 15 2othing o these recommendations that Muslims
will pereeive 1o be izcongruent with the Qur'amie values. We shall lughligln
Qur'anie auidance amd values on e subject later, At this point we wouls Jike
tr state tat 1t 15 shis kind of approach to demecracy and human dignity thac s
liksly 1o conrsdbure 1o ouildimg up mutuel trust aod conficence which s
ezsennal {or peacelul co-sristence,

Croama’s selection of Turkey as the first Winsbam CemiTy Lo wisll was
significant Tals is aor only heeause of Turkey’s geo-poliucal imoortaznce,
thanks nor .J:_“__. Foar Tr.:_“...“ at the conlTuence betwsen hu_.:.nmn.. Cmthodox and
Western civilizations, but alse because of its legacy =s the last maper Muslin
power in history For Turkey, as we know, has o rich experience of dealing
with 3 variety of nationalities and races. Obama's declaration in tze Turkash
Parlicment that there was na enmiry berween Islam and the US was guite
appropriate. For Muslims, bicli i the US and the rest of the world, this was a
much-aporeciated act of reconciliction. Obama sesms o have been following
recommendations of the US-Mushim Fagagement Project,

Oz the ssuc of Alghastan cne clear’y recogrizes the importance thar
Obama adminisrration bestows on it The sdiinisiration 2as drafied Pakistan
e the aflar and has committed mere woops, Drafring Pakistan tnie the
zonflict was perhaps necessary hecause of geograntical and hisvorical velations
botweer the twe eotiiss, IHewever, a5 seen as tre Obama adeiinistrating
announced the appsintment of a semor diplomar 1o address the ssue, the
adminisrrarion came nmder pressure frem Palstan’s neighbour and tradszional
adversary, India, and the proIndian lobby gronps in Washizngeon began o
campaign that the Kaskmir proble="" be cmitted Trom the list of assignmaznts
af the new envoy. This was a setback for the mew administration, for the
question of Kashmir i¢ 2 marwer of human dignity and sef-deternunaiion —
values ~har both Tslamic and Wesiern zivilizations cherish,

'I'his rases the chellenging oid question: Whar does the US stund [or?
Hasn'r iz declared <ts commitment o mtroducs democracy in the Mushm
woriid What ¢ democracy? Doesn't desoeracy call Zar recognition of pennie’s
righs 1o choose ther humre? If s, why are the people ol Kashmir dented tha:
righe? In facl, President Obamia seems to have wken the jssue imo
censideration a his speech: he highlizhied the snpustance of maintaing Jaw

L8 (5t
Frabestne 2nd hashmir are twee dueitizgs wheeh bave renadeed nneesaleed at the U 2oz

e K 61D CIVILIZATICNS TESIS AN WMLSLIMS

and

arder by congent, not by cucraen. How does one reconcile

guestions’ Should pelitical paraes in Mushm cozrtries tuad lobby gro
Washington for legitimacy or sheuld they devote their energy 1w g
genuine support o7 theu pzople?

pursuing the military optu

On the guesuon of Afghan-Pakistan crisis, one must note thar ther:
he any military sclution to the problem, The Ristory of the A
plenty of evidence to this effect. Yer it seems that the administea

o It s aquite possibkle char Pakserant armad

would capture the whole tribal bele berween Afghanistan and Pakistan

initial stage, but ane must nate that the real bartle may begin only after
military victory, e may recall the coalition victoery against Afghan T

farces in 2001-2 and ~heir resemiergence in 2C78-9 as a vary rechonable

Alsa the conflict may oot remain within the baundaries of ..i.mrwnmmﬁm
Pakistan. There is a strong possibility tzat thus conflics woeuld snill av
only to the naighbouring cowttoes but even hevond The unresolved gu
of Kashmir will always srevide ammunition 19 both: te the upholders
clash of civilizations thesis as well a8 10 terrarisrs,

The question of Kashmir demands sericus cozsideravion uads
current circumstanees. T=iz is because many fighters in Afghan-Fa

region have declared that Kashmu sheuld be an “Tslamic stae” o
explaining what it meant in reality. O= the other haud, the UN resoluti
the issue demands that 2 plebuzcite be helif to deride whether Kashmir s
join India or Pakistan. The idea of an Islamic state has been politicized ¢

the past fews decades and = is necessary te highlight some poic:s in the e
of rhe clask of civilizatinns rheds,

Subcontizent demanded and  achicved TPakistam  wich

In this connection one sitould aso rase LfuusLLons ahiner the role of
i oconwmperary times, Mere than half a centiry ago Muslios ¢

HT_.u n._mﬂ.“._.

operationalise the Iamic ideals of justics, equality, trust and
censultation in the 20t century Has Pakisran achieved she desire o z
e nation en the bass of Queanic teachings? Most Palostanis would pe
say That 1 kas mer. Tgstead, Palusian diintenratecs nor only the indene

th

nanon-stare of Bansladesh fas emersed cut of Makistan, & number o

atonal regional movements are also threateming s inzegriry. Many pi

have started 1a identily Pakistan as

predict Pakisian’s __:.n_._._m:m tneernal .a._.._."_mw_man... Yer a dres

" Ser, Fr

e
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the “world's mosr cangsrous place

: m aboit [slan
Pakistaz seems 1o be very much alive 19 the minds of many people.
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Since the (Fhama admunstzation has already revased the policy uf the
clagh of eivilizations and bus extended conaliatory gesture teward the Mushim
world, Muslim leadership should respond postivesy, Civilizariosul valves
demand free. fair and rransparsnt engagement. There ae numerous issues 1o
vacerake i dealing betwesn the two camps: the Afghan Pakistzn question
which ie relared o the question o Kashmir, the Palestinian ouesticn and 5o
a7, However, the [ist evo guestions are the eldsst unrssolved 1ssues (o the
hseory of the Ulnired Wations. Sinee President Ohama has mentioned Azzhan-
Pakistan as the number ooe m_...o_u_n:_ i s Lo speech, wee oshall firs
consider the Afghan Pakistan issue.

Fereign troops are cperatiag in Afghanisian oo tze basis of the plea that
they are there te asaist and stzkilize 3 democratic Atghan gevernment and to
restere the rule of law ia the counlry., But _._._.:_E:_.:m casuzitics horh mang Lhe
local civilans and NATO treops demand 4 quick withdrawal of all foreign
troops [rom the wreitery, An o immeciass withdrawal of NATO traoos from
Afghanistan, however, 15 likely to create lawlessness and instabeliny i the
comnery. Is thers anw orher mechanism 1o ensure Alghanistan’s stability ether
than prolongatton of NATO woom' stay in the countny? Cenld NATO
trecps be replaced by other troops? Could the Orgamization of the Islamic
Cenference (OIC) play any effsctive role in [inding a way out of the current
In pur opinien. deploy=enr of twoops fram OIC

tnpasse in Afgranistan?
countries mught be wseful manly because QLU tronos woold kmow Alghan
culture kerrer than NATO rraops OI0 countsies such as Turkey (alss a
MALTO :Hr.:__:q.u.. .__.m_x_.......?.E. Indiimesa, and mm:.mﬂ_.....anr _._.:.,.nr_ P more
acceptable to Adghars re assist them in the process of restoring cider 1 the
country. Some of thest countries have alrzady gained a dearee of zecutation in
their peace keep.ng sole in various parts of the world vnder the UN mandate.
llowever, OIC currently dosss't have 1 military mandazs, bur Creating onez
should net be diflicult i the LS and s coaliten pariiers wire Lo requesl 1t Lo
Gu so. In facr, smpowerizg rae OIC would emphasize the poizs of Muslim
selfevaluatios of the conllicy whetier or not the nwcﬂuwj..r. .m.:m.,_.*:...._.. winilid
legirimate coztinucus bloady conflict setween two Maslim zroups or acts o
terronsm? Alwo che withdrawal of ths US from Afghan affairs would
debiairely impreve the imege of the US in the sight of many Muslims, leadiny
to Detter Mus m-Amencan relatians. Tn ather woras, thes anill halp achieve

mutal touse which s eseential for g .,.._mmh_mm_.; civilizational co-axistane,

Although President Ohama aas eelegated the nuectian of Falestine to
secondary position in defining the relaticnship hetweesz the US and the
Muslim weo:ld, For wmest Mushons, however, the questicn ol Palesune comes

birer, a0 shic dnnlilaimnfiin walimiamBa Lhendan dhieoe st PN mikeansa

CPLIZATIOING THEFIE aND MUSLIMS

sdministration would do well ro maks some progress in this fespect.
would reguue intsrnationz observers with proper a¢ace keeping 1z
under the auspices of the 1IN 1o be deploved 1n zones between Israch
Palestinians, hetween Isragl and Tebanon and herween [srael and
Moresover, it also requires that Israel be persuaded to respsct the
resolutions and the presenre of LN ageaoies 1n Tsracl and Palesrine, anc
building sertlements and housing complexes in the occupied territorics. 1
such as these are taken one should expect W see 1mprovement i
inzernational situation, Hewever, 7o one's regret, nothize of that sor see
ke happening.

Murual trust berween e members of the two cvilveatons den
honesty and transparsncy in deahnz with international issues. Thes
commen values of both civilizaziens and yet the Bush Administearion, |
wake of the events of Seprember 11, 2001, launched 2 “war on teror” w1
producing i1t5 evidencs regarding terror threat, As a resals, quirte a tew p
dr ner trust the official versione of terrne threats: Opuaton polls in M
counsries indicare strong resextment to the olfical version of 9/12. Q
other hand, tereor acrivities sincs September 11, 2021 seem o he ste
increasing every vear. These serous throms ra internarional law and
must be addressed immediacly with elahozars participation of severnn
bureauciats, policy-makers, and think tanks on the hass of acrepred mel
and values.

Human rights and human dignity azust be recognized aniversally: 2c
on paper, but alse in sractice. Many Muslims identify doulle standards
number of Western governments in their wroatmen: of Terael as Gppos
Irag and several other Muslim and nen-Westers countries. Both Traq and
~ad violated UN resabetions but enly toe farmer has been ougshed b
wnzernational body while Tsrasl has been allowd 1o flout the warld body
utter impunity.

.—: order to beiter comprehend (i situarisn obraicing in tie
H.m.ch_uum should alsn develep a decper understanding of the policeal syste;
Western countries, Muslims need 1o wndentand thar Wester= demec:
omenmes allow Jnbby groups w campaigze for specilic ssues and may 1z
BOVernment’s support even thoush they may net go through =
nm;uuﬂnﬁ. process. To be spealic, the palicies toward Isracl are ofter
SUPported by sipnificant secrions of oublic opimon iz thess coun
rovis of people i
st who, while they are net Musluns, yer they decare for justice and ks

Mﬁr:ﬂ should alse appreciate the fact thut there 2= mi
r
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nghts of Palestnens, They should alse note thar an the eve of e milirary
acuon aganst lrag, more Westerners, as compared o Muslims, came out to
demenstrate thierr ooposilion w2 aggressinn against that countrs . Wesrarn rivil
sociery groups such as the US based International Solidacily Movemen: and
Hemericanshvicworg hve stuad izmly agamst the hesemenic policies of e
Push Administrarion, Also many Western cigamizations such av Aminesty
Rights Warch, Medocins  Sans
Transparency Interzaticnal have Leen [unctoning
human valnes and have thoe challeaged many policies of Busk Admimistranon
Iowever, a large number of Mushmes do not ssem 1o appreciate the sacrifices,
ler alone the efforts made by these groups (ur international prace and justice.

laternatiomal, Human Prongers,  and

en the hasiz of umivers:]

Bernard Lewas and Hunringran have correctly highligh==d the fact that
many Musims blame "Western cullure as matesissne, corruot, decadent, aad
tmmaral.”” However, as we have noted earhier in the imtrodvetion g phig
easay, major Westen scholars of history cuch as Arnold 1evnlee and Robernt
INisher too have noted the nepative impact of materialism, corroption and
tdrcaderce on Western civilizaticn. Doth  loyaber and Wishet  have
recemmended e absorpuion el relipous and spirital values to save the
Westers civilizanon fror: decay and desuruction. Can Islam be of assistazce in
finding an answer te this concern?

AL Lhts point one may raise another questionm: if Muslims have the
capacity to centribuie to saving 2 cecadent civilization, why have they not
neen able to mend rielr own affais? This 15 4 valid question, Bur ler us rake
the suggestion on its face value, The Qur'an claimis to be a book of gurdance
zor mankind (2: 185). From the Qur'inee perspectve. human bermes have net
been creared with any inzemert ramt of sin: rather, man was created in the Hesr
of moulds {95: 4) and Ged breathed His Owrn spir t2ro bom (15: 29, 38: 72).
The Ezlightenment philessphers dsbatec this issue without reaching azy
consensus. The Qur'ar suggests that an innate goocness has been ngramed
into the human mature, but human beings ze 250 prone te mase mistakes and
commir sins, THis ie becavse 2long with goodness, they have alse been creatad
a5 covelous, Jorgethll, groody and weak” The Qur'in seesis to Segaosl a
patzway of humasn life that lies bevween the ideas of Renssean {1712-1778) and
Famund Burke (1729-1797). Accorcing to the Jrr'iz, life 1s meant 1o st
human bewgs whether they act posiuvely ang contnbere te human
avilizaten or act -epatively and harm civilizaien. During the past two
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hundred years social tciences have mads sgmiblicant advanceme
understanding human narere, Would it not be serunent for sociul seren
re-evaluate thor dndimgs o the hight of the taze of the Western civilizar
the ooe hand and the Qurlanis teachings on the ather?

Tr 1n inveresting to note that even though social scientists have ge:
considerad m.nrmr.uﬂ to ke an wmdividual matter, Mistorans have ident
prominent role of reigion in ail the cvilizations i hisary. Av the s
several historians bave also been shepuical about the uselulness of o
role because of the cxplomation of religious «weas by people with
inrerests who tend to blur the distinetinn berwesn wruth and falselied:
mix not truth with falseheed, nor coaceal the rrech wiile you know, " 5
Qur'an (2: 42) and “... woe be w these who write the hosk with rhe
hands, and then say: "This is from Alish," -0 t=2ffic with 10 tor 2 2o
price...” (2:79). It would be worthwhile for Muslim schalirs ta én
appraise themsclves alse whether they have acted in u more ar Jos <
mannes with the Qurinic wachings? The responsihilivy for ths {2l 5
upon Muslim schelars As for the Qurar, puts the responsibility 10 e
cvilization on mankind’s shovlders slone: for Ged doesy ner chang
concition ol a peopla untl they change what is in rhemeelves ([3: 11)
Qur'dn does rot identify Arabs, Persians, Fnglishmea, or Americas
God's Fvour. Whoever takes the righe initative and follows God’s g
will receive His favour. Over tze past millennium ang a half vasious 2
m.nmvu.. Persians, Turks and man ¥ othezs — Zave bonefited frem the mus”
stachizgs and attained leadership poscion. It our epinien, <he saste uni

principles will prevarl now,

...H.hn contavanen of the clash of civilizations SeTHNg 0 internat
politics snould be a matter of grave concern for the whole of muan
Because of the revelutionary grewth of commumeation the world hast
12104 global villaps, Therefore any avten For the futae of humas 'ty mu
undereaiken by humanity as 4 whale, ,
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