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Abstract:

Cassia alata has been known to provide relief from various types of
abnormal skin conditions. Ointments containing this plant extract can be
found in a limited market as most have not been properly registered with
regulating bodies. However, it is anticipated that a systematic study may
result in commercialisation and be prescibed by health professionals. So far,
incorporation of the extract in palm olein-in-water emulsion had been
carried out with minimal adverse effect on the stability of the emulsion if
the concentration of the plant extract 1s below a certain concentration. This
research aims to use the plant extracts of cassia alata using known extraction
procedures, followed by microencapsulation. The advantage of doing as
such is that the release of the extracts onto the skin can be controlled and
can be prolonged. This will ensure continuous delivery of the active
ingredient and thereby will very much facilitate the therapy. Stability of the
preparation is characterised by sizing of the particles using laser diffraction
technique and both transmission and scanning electron microscopy. The
extent of diffusion is simulated using a diffusion cell tester to contirm the
delivery of the extract into the skin.
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