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WEATY] FAAQ] EAC I3E & doa AastAth(Fox &
Gatesman, 2001). T3l WX = d& 2dfo] oD A AL e st
RS olfiE = dsA ds o]&& Al7]st vH(Baldacchino,
2009b). =74 FeAd dE WEAQ WEdeE B S #e 7 9
= gl mE7] "ot aFdxE Estal gule AFAE 74,
o)A, Az, olebr]l w9, ¥4 Y, MEAEE THAEE 876k ds
ZIMkA = AR A oFALe] EA4wE AAsta oles diste A &
A AFA7E st guE F et Z2AE Agsiva s
(Leavy, 2015). d=7]RF Ao A2 A7 G ddds &=
Aol 7] wiZolth ol & & AF}A AL nAHAEES fAst L
A e BAgE AAsta A3 WstE S8t d4E Vheet

A g
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MAse s AAde Ad4sty AEHAQ A7 A FollA ol
dde stz s A7 ETeR & 5 dnk(d9, 2016). of
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University of British Columbia)®] W23} SIS0 thefst A2 4
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Za FdaA HArh oY Rita L. Irwin)o] Z7]5-E o234 A
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‘a/r/tography’ 2= o] Ttk o= AlZHH, 92EH o]} 7
As T ATl THHeE Aol ofyet Edtstazt E}E 7)i°
(Irwin & Springgay, 2008). 53] <10, oln|x] AT E, %L%L%, &
AlZEel EALARD ARGl ofE] REEo A= ou] 59 Afo

FE3rh, “AgAE "9 (living inquiry)”(Springgay, Irwin, Leggo, &
Gouzouasis, 2008, p.84)2tl X dH = olE1dy] A7) FF5Ae 7HA,
a7, &v, ALY WA} 1 Apolo] EAgtE AS 9w gt o=
=¥ =2k 7 (D&G, 1987)7F &3 @]+ (rhizome) ¥ 5 (folds) ¥} Hl
2] tH(Derrida) ] Alo] &7t 131“7 2] @ (Bourriaud)2] #A wsk 7
gt A5 EZ2FH NdF HFE olEodit o] JiH S wel olE
2129 (a/r/tographer)= &7}, AF7}F, ALY HAES EFA| 7|3 o] A
oAl A Al Alo](in-beween) &3kl AF3c} ol E 1] oﬂ? o
A= “Alo]l” Fzbell Qlow, olE1gHE ‘ol A, AHdEE A, 1g
1 RtEE ATS FEstal vk (Pinar, 2004). 2AA o= OPEJEHE]E

=7F AT, WA e &I FH AAE Fa ARE o] &3
CH(Irwin & de Cosson, 2004).12) 53] o&7} A2 AL AHer o
Abolel 1™ gk #AAE PA sk Aol T8t 181 de FxAAES
go] dAe] Fa o] By HAE FFstaA g w2 AN Il
I FEAE A FE olokr], Ao, oA, AALSt FARE =0 R
Momls Fx A Fogth o] HAHeA FHEt L E{E SAEA,
A 24 AeFE o= <3 ‘:Ei‘rl‘:}(%‘%oé, 2016).

71E9 dz7ivtd el ofEadyu o] yp 2 Aol A HA ¢
o Alztel gk A4 Aolrt. 94d, 01]37]‘* T 24 dHolHE 34

s Agshed ded PEe Agsua
wel A 5, & AT B4R A} 33

FRA dEd AR AL AF AT Ayl 2HS REL Yk
WoolEmeds Aol obd @e] Wga B, £W W ol

12) B Al Zgnjo} giga Ao F3)] Q= ofE1#T fAOEE =i,
Am, #d H3E AFstar Aot http-//artography.edcp.educ.ubc.ca/
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Abstract

An Arts—-based research on the Life
and Identity of Young North Korean

Defectors

Sung, Ji Young

Major in Art Education, Interdisciplinary Program
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Human beings migrate as they live. There have been migrants
who moved from one place to another since the earliest stages of
human history. The ‘North Korean defectors’ in the Korean society
are migrants who moved in a special circumstance of the division of
South and North Korea. Recently, however, more than half of the
young ‘North Korean defectors’ in Haengbok School are not defectors
who escaped from North Korea, but children of the defectors who
were born in China when their parents were escaping from North
Korea. It took more than two years for me to understand the
situation of these young North Korean defectors. As I have interacted
with them for the past several years, I came to think that the

important thing to these students is not the art itself, but the matter
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of identity. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to understand the
identity of North Korean defectors and to seek for art education as a
way to lead a better life. Having this purpose in mind, I paid
attention from 2014 to 2015 to the stories and drawings of 16
students who had learning experiences of art mainly in Haengbok
School, which is an alternative school for multicultural young North
Korean defectors. In order to understand the specific process of the
identity formation of a North Korean defector, I examined their life
history expressed in narrative drawings. Using arts—-based research
method, I analyzed and interpreted the drawings. I also applied
A/r/tography and tried to express my growth and change as an
artist, a researcher, and a teacher through ethno-drawings. The
research questions to explore the identity issue in the course of
learning art are as follows. First, how have the lives and migrations
of these young North Korean defectors been unfolded? Second, how
are their identities reconstructed? Third, what is the significance of

learning art in their life?

First, the North Korean young defectors had wvarious lifelong
paths depending on the birth, motivation of defection, entry route,
family accompaniment, and the type of defection plans. In Haengbok
School, there was an invisible barrier between “young North Korean
defectors” born in DPRK and “non-protected young North Korean
defectors born in a third country” who were born in China.
Somewhere around this invisible barrier, students have formed a
complex, multi-layered identity based on their period of residence or
sense of belonging, rather than having a clearly defined national
identity according to the birth country of themselves or their parents.
The 1identities represented in these lifelong histories can be
categorized into certain types, such as a ‘give-up type, an
‘achievement-oriented” type, a ‘closure-oriented type, an ‘open-minded’

type, a ‘decision-suspended’ type, a ‘settlement-oriented’ type, and a
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‘migration—persistent’ type. Many of the drawings created by students
of the ‘decision-suspended type and the ‘migration-persistent’ type
included images of a “boat” and a “bird” which represent ‘wavering.’
Many of the paintings drawn by students of ‘settlement-oriented type
included images of a “tree” which represent ‘stop.” Students of
‘achievement-oriented’ type and ‘migration-persistent’ type often
depicted images of a “road” which represent ‘going forward.’
However, depending on the students’ personal traits and different
situations, sometimes the boat, even if wavering, was peacefully
floating or anchored in a stable place. Likewise, sometimes a tree
was also expressed as an unstable object being shaken or uprooted

by a rainstorm.

In order to see the process of identity formation of the young
North Korean defectors, which was my second research question, I
paid attention to conflicts and mutual growths in their circumstances
and relationships. There are three main stages where these youth are
making relationships as they live: school, home, society. In school,
many different perspectives and subtle feelings were mixed in a
complicated way, such as feelings of homogeneity and heterogeneity
between students born in North Korea and students born in China,
difference in perspectives of the student’ parents on Chinese teachers
and South Korean teachers, and subtle differences in teachers’
perspectives on each student. The school functioned as a home, and
teachers became a support group that provide care for students like
parents. At the same time, however, some students were suppressed,
excluded, or isolated. Through conversations with students, South
Korean teachers including myself found that we had been preoccupied
with the prejudices and discriminatory elements, which made me
reflect on myself. There were also invisible lines between the youth

from North Korea and others in the homes and society. The students
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were sometimes found unstable constantly crossing these boundaries
back and forth.

After all, the matter of identity had to be viewed as an issue of
social structural level, not as one of individual level. Therefore, I
have tried to clarify the situational structure of identity formation
through analyzing the situations as macro situation — micro situation
- mediated situation. Through this analyzation, I have categorized the
situations of 1identity formation into three phenomena, that is,
credentialism, post-capitalism, and nomadism in globalization. First,
these young North Korean defectors were constantly exposed to
stressful situations with competition by being driven to the culture of
college admission and GED examinations. Behind this was the
credentialism and academic elitism of Korean society. These students
were more worried and anxious because they had not been able to
have normal learning opportunities in their school age and their
starting line was already behind the other students. So, they were
drawn to seek ways to get the results and make use immediately of
their study within shorter period of time, such as English, Math, or

certificate exams.

Second, post—capitalism seemed to influence the decisions of
these young North Korean defectors who chose their majors and
careers for immediate profit. They constantly compromised their
identity following after various funding and economic benefits in the
logic of market economy. Another phenomenon was the Nomadism
that permeated the students’ homes and lives due to the trend of
globalization and multiculturalism. Some students recognized Korea as
a temporary stop that they pass by and continued the tendency to
move. They experienced various identities, comparing one to another,
as a Korean citizen, as a refugee, and as a college student. As they

went through this, the mediated—situation that connected the students’
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everyday life to the meta-discourse of society was a series of
experiences that they had with their family members who came to
South earlier than them and their South Korean friends, with the
internet and mobile phone, with TV and mass media, and with
various settings of learning in other countries including China. In
conclusion, these young North Korean defectors had a hybrid identity
that could not be categorized under one single name of “North
Korean defectors.” They also showed a fairly flexible identity that
was not fixed, but continued the process of deterritorialization and
reterritorialization. In the process, they used their own agency as a
subject to lead their life by utilizing their own social position and
network of human relationship to acquire needed resources. They also
continued to reconstruct their dynamic identity as a marginal man

with high energy and willingness to change.

The third research question was the significance of art
education. The young North Korean defectors have experienced art
learning in terms of emotional, aesthetic, cognitive, and existential
aspects. In an emotional aspect, they experienced psychological
relaxation through “rest” given by art as they express emotions by
“seeing and drawing the hearts.” In an aesthetic aspect, a new
perspective and our consciousness can be widely awakened through
art. Through various aesthetic experiences, one’s own unique aesthetic
sensitivity can be discovered. In a cognitive aspect, the young North
Korean defectors “grew” by learning not only their physical
knowledge through their hands, but also their “invisible” immanent
values. More specifically, they could reflect on themselves through
“dialogue with myself” and also felt a “sense of accomplishment” by
communicating with others through collage work with South Korean
youths. In addition, the exhibition as an experience to be recognized
by others became an opportunity for them to gain “confidence.” In an

existential aspect, they experienced the art learning that had an

- 285 - -"x_i 'klj 5 .I_..:



existential meaning as they discover the connection with others in
themselves. In doing so, art tells the story of an individual’s life and
lets people explore oneself and others. Furthermore, it enhances a
better understanding of the society. Through art, we become aware
of the relationship between the world and ourselves by shaping and
refining our identity. Thus, art is educational in a sense that it can

help individuals grow and make difference for a better society.

Keywords: Young North Korean defectors, life, identity, art

education, arts-based research, A/r/tography
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