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Abstract

A Study on District—-Unit Plan
under the National Land

Planning and Utilization Act

Park Eun Jung
School of Law
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

District—unit planning was first adopted to regulate aspects of
urban planning in relation to individual households that a macro and
two—dimensional approach of zoning failed to address. Thus, a
district-unit plan includes drawings that specifically portray boundary
lines of lot, and regulates construction permit requirements in detail
through sub-clauses. Furthermore, a district-unit plan not only
addresses the regulation of land use, but also of infrastructure

designation.

A district-unit plan can be categorized into a 'transformative

district-unit plan’, which targets existing urban areas with their
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urban plan in place and a 'formative district—unit plan’, which is
established in association with urban planning projects. The National
Land Use and Planning Act (NLUP Act) does not grant the authority
to alter the existing lots and construction permissibility when it
comes to transformative district—unit planning. As a result at present,
transformative district—unit planning only takes into account lots and
construction permissibility as recorded on the land register when
regulating construction permit requirements. Meanwhile, in order to
build infrastructure based on a district-unit plan, a legal framework
that connects decisions of district-unit planning and execution of
urban planning facilities projects is called for. However, such a legal
framework is missing in the NLUP Act currently. As a consequence,
a large number of unexecuted urban planning facilities projects have

been generated.

A formative district—unit plan tends to have more enforceability
implementation-wise as it i1s not constrained by the existing lots and
construction permissibility. However, according to the current law, in
order to revise the aspects of urban planning, it is obligated to abide
by the process as set forth by the Architecture Act, Spatial
Information Management Act and etc. In this aforementioned process,
there is no room for assessment regarding urban planning to be

considered.

District—unit planning is the only form of urban planning under the
current law that provides a regulatory scheme on a lot level, and this
allows factors about lots and construction permissibility to be

regulated. In addition, district—unit planning is the only form of urban

- 90 - | ._'- 11



planning that can achieve harmony between land-use regulations and
infrastructure. However, the NLUP Act is currently falling short of

fully realizing the potential of district—unit planning.

keywords : district—unit plan, urban plans, regulation of land
use, infrastructure, lot, construction permissibility
Student Number : 2015-25648
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