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Abstract

Representation of idealized
virtual landscape through
consumption and processing of

natural images

Choi, KaYoung
Oriental Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper i1s a study on the work of the researcher who
considers the meaning of ideal by expressing imaginary landscape
produced by processing nature for consumption purpose. The
researcher aims to objectively analyze the visual expression of nature
and ideal that researcher has experienced at the intersection of the
oriental culture and the modern urban society.

Regardless of the East and West, nature has historically been
perceived as an ideal image for humans. This can be confirmed by

expressing the nature image when explaining the ideal. The Eastern
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paradise 1s represented by the image of peach flower, and the
Western paradise 1s depicted as the rich natural landscape of the
Garden of Eden.

Especially, in the view of nature in East Asia, nature was a place
to stay and take a stroll and nature was a subject that nobleman
should follow after. The characteristics and aspects of nature are
regarded as objects to be set as a model for all noblemen. The
creation process of transferring natural landscape to painting was one
of the disciplines in which the literati train their mind and body. The
researcher made and appreciated landscape painting in an indirect
way by drawing splendid mountains and rivers.

Nowadays, it 1S an era where you can see anything easily and go
anywhere conveniently due to the development of information search
technology and traffic. In modern society, consumer culture is
prominent due to the development of processing, production and
distribution technology.

The products processed in accordance with the desire are
mass—-produced and modern people can choose the goods that satisfy
the desire of consumption more conveniently and promptly. In modern
times, as the city has been rapidly and extensively urbanized, nature
has moved away physically and psychologically from modern people.

For modern people, nature is ideal in that it is a space filled with
vitality to enjoy relaxation and playfulness, contrasted with daily life
and reality which are busy and complexly mechanized. This i1s why
modern people often dream about deviating to nature. However, if a
lot of time and effort is required for the deviation, the trip cannot be
ideally recognized by modern people living in the age of speed and
convenience.

For the modern people who live in a highly industrialized -city,

- 107 -



Mother Nature i1s a space that you can actually appreciate when you
go on a trip with an opportunity cost. There is an indirect way to
enjoy these spaces easily and quickly, through media such as movies
and TV. In addition, the artworks based on nature are a method of
appreciating nature, as the writers of the past lay behind a landscape
painting to appreciate the work.

Since the researcher has had a real experience of meditation and
introspection while admiring nature, researcher has often wanted such
time in busy everyday life. However, it is difficult to travel to the
landscape of Mother Nature to fill this desire every time because of
the practical constraints. So, in the daily life, the researcher expressed
the imaginary landscape on the screen with image made by the
researcher to appreciate natural image and to take some time for

introspection.
The researcher drew <%O> series of huge and vast natural

images for the recognition of the infinite universe according to
appreciation of natural image and for the process and time of
realizing one’s identity as a small and unique being in it.

The researcher recognized this expression and appreciation of
natural images in a way of processing and consuming nature and
considered a view of nature of my own - influenced by the
traditional view of nature in the East Asian culture and added to the
modern consumption and cultural perspective.

According to the researcher, the image of nature itself is ideally
an 'object to be consumed’, and at the same time, a 'subject to be
processed’ for the imaginary landscape that I make for the purpose of
consumption. This 1s the <Canned Landscape> series, which has
worked on the theme 'Natural Image Processed for Human

Consumption’.
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In addition, it i1s expressed in <The boxes> series and
<Assembled Landscape> series about playfulness that composes and
appreciates imaginary landscape for human being with an artificially
processed natural image. For the ease of collection and appreciation,
the natural image processed in hexahedron form is expressed through
<The boxes> series. And the work that visualizes the time to
produce and enjoy the imaginary landscape by assembling the natural
image of the hexahedron form is the <Assembled Landscape>.

An artificially processed natural image for the convenient
consumption of modern people 1s an i1deal 1mage because it 1S
consumed more than actual nature. The natural image in the series of
<Found> depicted through the exploration of images that symbolize
the utopia 1s an imitation or similar object of artificially created
nature, but it symbolizes and replaces real nature.

In terms of this, the materials that cannot coexist with each other
in the natural world are arranged in one screen and the natural
image 1s drawn with neon sign landscape. It is like the ideal that
there 1s no complete and perfect nature that 1s suitable for the
modern people’s tastes and conveniences.

The researcher has used the materials and techniques of traditional
oriental paintings for the representation of the natural images that are
1deally perceived, and for the depiction of nature artificially processed
to look ideal. The former is to express the influence of the traditional
nature of the Orient. The latter i1s to paradoxically depict the
contemporary natural image that has been artificially processed.

In addition to traditional materials and techniques of oriental
painting, the researcher tried to show the subjects and contents to
express by utilizing the use of squared paper and paper tapes,

labeling and transfer techniques.
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This study analyzes the researcher’s work on nature and ideology
as a modern person living in a highly urbanized consumer society in
East Asian culture. For objective analysis, the researcher compared
and contrasted with contents, form and technique of work by
referring to tradition, modern, oriental and western theory, ideology,
and expression research.

Through these studies, the researcher emphasized the point that
researcher intends to logically clarify the changed and concrete

context of the work and solidify the identity.

Keywords : Natural image, Imaginary landscape, Idealization,

Consumption and process, Collection and assemble

Student Number . 2012-21199
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