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Abstract

A Study of Waegwan do by Byeon Bak

Yunhee Jo
Dept. of Archaeology and Art History
Graduate School, Seoul National University

Waegwan do (&€E &), dated 1783, now in the National Museum of Korea, is

a picture depicting the Choryang Waegwan (E2{%£E), the trading and living
quarters for the Japanese in Choryang (present-day Busan) in great detail. In
the late Joseon period, the Waegwan (f&€E) is the only place where Japanese

people in Korea were allowed to live and carry out business and diplomacy.
Waegwan do is an important painting because it shows us the Choryang
Waegwan now vanished. Waegwan do has no other records except that it was

painted in the summer of 1783 by Byeon Bak (<, active mid-18th century).
Waegwan do received little attention prior to this research. Waegwan do has

been considered an official painting for Dongnaebu (3R3EAF Dongnae

County), describing the result of repairs and extensions of the building after
its completion in 1678. Therefore, this study attempts to review the value of
Waegwan do which has received little attention despite its art historical
significance.

Byeon Bak was a painter for the local military division of Dongnaebu (3R 3%

EEE) and left ten art works including paintings and calligraphies. He

produced art works not only for Dongnaebu and local elites, but also for trade
with Japan through the Choryang Waegwan. Given that most of his art works
were commissioned, he must have worked primarily for the local authority.
Byeon Bak elaborately painted Waegwan do with meticulous brush strokes
that are rarely found in his other paintings. Compared with the documents of

the Jeungjeong Gyorinji (38 1E & 37, Records of Joseon Korea’s Diplomatic

Relations with Japan, Expanded and Enlarged Edition) concerning
architectural buildings, the Choryang Waegwan and other facilities were
depicted almost exactly in Waegwan do. Furthermore, as Byeon Bak labeled
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buildings in the painting, he must have had profound knowledge of the
Choryang Waegwan.

The realistic rendering of the Choryang Waegwan and its related facilities is
the most distinctive characteristic of Waegwan do. Waegwan do describes
only the Choryang Waegwan and other facilities related to Japanese trade.
Examining the relevant records in the Dongnaebu ji (R E Gazetteer of
Dongnae County), the facilities depicted in Waegwan do are separately
categorized as public office buildings of Choryang (EZAEE). Thus,
Waegwan do is the visualization of the public office buildings of Choryang.
The Bongrae suchang rok (ZZ3BiI§#%, Collection of Jo Seokmyeong’s and

His Friends’ Poems and Writings), dated 1725, has records of Dongnabu. A
painting of Dongnaebu in the Bongrae suchang rok can be compared with
Waegwan do. Unlike the painting in the Bongrae suchang rok, the
representation of mountains and trees in Waegwan do strongly shows the

styles of Jeong Seon (&B&§, 1676-1759), the most eminent landscapist of the
time. This is not found in previous paintings by Byeon Bak. It is assumed that

Byeon Bak learned the styles of Jeong Seon through Kim Yuseong (£ 48 &,
1725-?) when Byeon Bak went to Japan as a member of the 1763 Tongsinsa

(B{E4E, Korean emissaries to Edo Japan).

The depiction of mountains and trees in Waegwan do are similar to that in
Molundae 8 ZEZ) in The Album of the Travel to Yeongnam Province which

Kim Yungyeom (& ft&k, 1711-1775) painted after he traveled to Yeongnam

Province (%&7). Jeong Seon’s style used by Byeon Bak was used by other

Dongnae painters after Byeon Bak. This proves that the master’s style was
popular in this region well into the 19th century. Waegwan do is interesting
because its subject is the Choryang Waegwan. Joseon Korea and Edo Japan
produced paintings related to the Choryang Waegwan since its establishment
in 1768 until the opening of the Busan port in 1876. These paintings have
existed in both countries. Except for old county-maps, only three paintings of
the Choryang Waegwan remain among paintings of the same subject produced
by Joseon painters. However, eleven paintings of the Choryang Waegwan by
Japanese painters have survived. These paintings are executed in various
formats such as maps, scrolls, and folding screens. The comparison of
paintings of the Choryang Waegwan produced in Joseon Korea and Edo Japan
makes the characteristics of Waegwan do stand out. Waegwan do is the most
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detailed and elaborate among the paintings depicting the Choryang Waegwan
created in Joseon Korea and Edo Japan.

The most distinctive feature of Waegwan do is that some part of the Choryang
Waegwan was destroyed by the fire of 1780, but the Choryang Waegwan was
depicted undamaged in the painting. Byeon Bak must have been asked to
paint the Choryang Waegwan in its perfect form, regardless of the destruction.
This implies that there was a particular purpose in producing the painting.
Some of the records of Dongnaebu and the Choryang Waegwan around the
time the painting was produced in 1783 are important clues to resolving this

issue. In February 1783, Sim Gitae (JiE &, 1728-?) was dispatched as a

royal inspector in Yeongnam Province under the order of King Jeongjo (.
1776-1800). The Joseon government focused on this region as one of the

areas that had problems with gongjakmi (2 #E>K), the Korea-Japan trade rice.

The gongjakmi issue persisted despite the government’s attempts to solve the
administrative problem in handling the rice. Given that the dispatching of Sim
Gitae and the concerns of the government are related to the Choryang
Waegwan, the production of Waegwan do would be correlated to these
problems.

There is a similar case to help understand the production of Waegwan do.
King Jeongjo commissioned Kim Hondo (5438, 1745-after 1806) and Kim

Eunghwan (£ FEJf, 1676-1759) to paint a map of Tsushima (K& &) in 1789.

The Korean government’s focus on Dongnaebu and the diplomatic tension
with Japan related to Korean missionaries to Japan seem to have provided
reasons for King Jeongjo to dispatch the court painters to create the map of
Tsushima. The production of Waegwan do in 1783 can be understood in a
similar way. Waegwan do is important because this picture shows the
Choryang Waegwan which was the center of trade and diplomacy between
Joseon Korea and Edo Japan. Dongnaebu tried not to cause trouble because it
was not only one of the strategic points but also the place for Korea’s
diplomacy with Japan. A series of problems related to the Korea-Japan trade,
which happened in Dongnaebu in 1783, would have made the Korean
government pay attention to the Choryang Waegwan and Waegwan do was
produced under such circumstances.
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