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Abstract

A Study on the Thirdspace

in the Downtown of Seoul

-Focused on Dadong, Jung-gu, Seoul-

Joohyun Park
Department of Architecture

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The urban renewal project that radically transformed the shape of
the downtown in the city of Seoul has been ongoing since 1973.
Despite the fact that the project period spanned over 40 years, the
entirety of the redevelopment area has not been completed. Therefore,
the coexistence of the 'completion area’ and the 'incompletion area’
in the redevelopment district is expected to continue for a long time
in the future.

Edward Soja, in his book <Third Space>, emphasizes that the
aspect of modern space should be off the point from dichotomical
space (isotopia) including the relationship between ’physical space’
and 'abstract space’. He also argues that space should be regarded as
'social space’ including the relationship to the heterotopia, a space of

neglected people. Therefore, the current city should not be interpreted

b ! -1 g
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merely as a result of a series of incomplete urban renewal projects,
but considered with the notions of “Third Space'which reflects diverse
needs of the residents.

This study focuses on the redevelopment district of 'Dadong,
Jung-gu, Seoul’. This site is where the most political attention was
concentrated in downtown of Seoul in 1970s, and is where the largest
number of proposals have been announced since the need for
redevelopment was brought upon.

The first step of this study is to examine the changing process of
the redevelopment plan at the beginning stages of the urban renewal
project and to identify the intentions found in the plan. At that time,
it was very difficult to carry out a large-scale redevelopment,
because the city of Seoul was still in the process of post-war
restoration and it was in the early stages of industrial development.
Due to these limitations, the way of redevelopment had to be ‘gradual
redevelopment method by project areas’. This was a suitable approach
that overcame the lack of economic power of local residents, and the
reduced project area led investments from companies making the city
consisting of high-rise buildings and created high density at a rapid
pace.

As for the locals, this method made the process of transferring
ownership of their land to project developers easier. Due to the
reduced size of project, residents had no choice but to be a minority
in the course of the negotiations, making it more difficult to claim
rights about their region. And as a result, this served as an obstacle
to completion of urban renewal projects ever since they have been
initiated.

The second step of the study explores the changing process of
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each project area in the region of Dadong. Because urban renewal
projects involve the process of changing ownership of land, the
research process at this stage focused on 'Morphological changes in
cadastral maps’. Dadong district consists of 21 project areas and 1
park area. Since the first redevelopment in 1980, 13 business districts
have been completed with redevelopment, but the remaining 8
business districts and 1 park area are still left incomplete. Most of
the completion areas are located at the edge of the district near the
broad roads, since every redevelopment process requires benefits as a
business. Therefore, most of the incompletion area, where
development was restricted for individual land units, are located in
the center of the district shaping the old-town. In addition, all of the
areas with the retained buildings that were set up to complete
projects quickly, still remain unrenewed. The installation of urban
infrastructure such as parks, parking lots and roads in Dadong
become incomplete and remains fragmented, which i1s to be an
unintended state of the plan, due to the incomplete state of
redevelopment caused by the gradual method.

The final step is to investigate unintended phenomena in the
current site compared to the initial intentions of the plan.
Redevelopment plan has created not only the intended urban
environment but also caused unintended outcomes. These
contradictions are found 1in various ways. Fragmented urban
infrastructures exist as unused spaces or they are used in different
ways by people, and this is called 'Détournement’. The incompletion
area, where development was limited, is enlivened by the many
people working in office buildings built in the completion area. The

narrow alleys dating from the pre-redevelopment era in the
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incompletion areas became a walking space filled with many people.

These phenomena coincide with the features of the ’third space’
discussed in this paper and are found between the ’'completion area’
and the ’'incompletion area’ on site. The characteristic of the ’third
space’, which 1s unspecified, transient, permeating into the gaps of
the city and creating activities of its own localities by being occupied,
addresses a strategy that directly reflects the current issues of the
city which are not solved by redevelopment plans. Thus, it can be
said that the third space is not just generated by the specificity itself,
but based on the rules established by the plan.

Since 2012, Seoul’s city policy is aimed at urban regeneration,
utilizing 'old towns and old buildings’ embodying history and culture.
In addition, various policies through participation of local residents are
considered. Downtown of Seoul, an area stuck in an incomplete
redevelopment state, is an important point of interest to this policy.
Thus, the third spaces found in the city will be key to achieving a
new paradigm for the city, and will provide ideas for diverse ways to

utilize unused space in the city.

keywords : Urban Renewal project, Dadong, Incompletion area,
Détournement, Thirdspace
Student Number: 2015-21105
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