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Abstract

A Comparative Study on Family Life and Economic Activity of
International Marriage Women

- focused on Korean-Chinese and Han-Chinese of city residents in Korea -

This study focuses on the experiences of daily life of marriage
migration women in Korea. Through the analysis of experiences of the
Korean-Chinese women and Han-Chinese women to show that the
difference of ethnicity how to affects on the way that the expectation
of them is realized or frustrated and corresponding attitude of them.

In the Second Chapter we will study about the effects of the law.
There are two important law for marriage migration people. Nationality
Act and Multicultural Family Support Act have important effect on
marriage migration in Korea because it will give them legal position.

I will analysis the interview about Korean-Chinese women and
Han-Chinese women in the Chapter 3 and 4. In the both domain of
family life and economic activity, marriage migration women have their
own expectation for the Life of Korea. I will focus on the realization
and frustration of these expectation and how these women take actions
from the subjective aspect. To put it concretely, the main is the
division of housework and the relationship with parents in law is also
important for these women in family life. In the domain of economic
activity, the occupation in which these women are engaged and the

discrimination form the Korean Society are the main keyword for
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understanding.

In the Chapter 5, 1 will do comparative analysis between
Korean-Chinese women and Han-Chinese women through reconstruction
contents of Chapter 3 and 4. Korean-Chinese and Han-Chinese are from
the same country, but they have different culture, language and so on.
However, they have common features in so many ways. They, for
instance, they received the same education in China. When they married
to Korea, there will be some similarities differences in the family life
and economic activity.

In family life, all of the Chinese women are criticized about
'patriarchal culture', but there are some differences exist in ways of
response of them. Han-Chinese women have aversion about taking the
role like as 'Korean women', but Korean-Chinese women are more
malleable then Han-Chinese. This phenomenon is related about the
culture about family in China. The different ethnicities have different
cultures of family life in China. The culture of Korean-Chinese family
is similar with Korean family, these two society have the common
feature about patriarchal culture. When Korean-Chinese women take the
role lie as 'Korean women', they thought it could be help them take
the position in Korean family. Contrary to Korean-Chinese, Han-Chinese
women view the gender inequality as the discrimination for them in
family.

In the domain of economic activity marriage migration women are
also engaged in service, housework like as other labor migration
women. But marriage migration women have different legal station with
labor migration women. In spite of that legal status, marriage migration
women also have the experiences about discrimination.  This

discrimination include two dimension of that institutional problem and
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relationship with people. We can see that the discrimination have some
category like as 'lower class', 'foreigner', 'women' and so on.

The difference in the economic activity is the way of response which
these women are taken. Korean-Chinese women do more struggle for
discrimination then Han-Chinese. The way of response for the
discrimination which Korean-Chinese women and Han-Chinese women
are taken is reversed, especially in 'lower class'. Korean-Chinese women
struggle for equal right is based on the logic of 'contribution for
economy' and 'compatriot' but have less critical mind of the
discrimination about 'women'. Han-Chinese women are more sensive
with the discrimination with 'women' then other category, and do little
struggle for equal right. All of them have little critical mind about
institutional ~ discrimination of foreigner because there is also have
strong institution al discrimination for Chinese people when they move
to other cities or provinces from their hometown.

In the last Chapter, I will synthesize all above discussions. In
conclusion, the experiences in daily life in Korean show that marriage
migration women are do some response in subjective way not only
'adjustment for Korean culture'. They have their owen values on gender,
foreigner issue and do struggle for equal right as the member of family

and society in Korea.

Keywords: international marriage, family life, economic activity,

Korean-Chinese women, Han-Chinese women

Student Number: 2010-23977
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