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Abstract

A study on the reporting styles and attitudes of The Dong-a llbo and The
Chosunilbo

during the process of establishing ROK

Jin-Kyeong Kim
Dept. of Communication
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The Dong-a Ilbo and The Chosunilbo, newspapers that were both discontinued at the
end of Japanese Imperialist period, were the core newspapers that actively published
articles following the liberation of Korea from Japan. Both newspapers carried the
traditional patriotic spirit, but their main agents of publication were very different from
each other. For The Dong-a Ilbo, the subject of publication was centered on right wing
groups, while, The Chosunilbo, a great many different political parties had gathered, and

thus could not represent one specific group only.

It is often considered that the nature of the publisher affects the manner in which the
news is delivered. It is difficult for the publisher to ignore the role and function of the
press; especially, during the process in which a regime is established. Hence, this paper
studies how the two newspapers played the role of press by analyzing the reports and
articles on the 2nd US-USSR joint commission (which is considered the first step to the

establishment of ROK).

Findings are as follows. The two newspapers had reported actively on the US-USSR
joint commission, having considered it to have played an important role in the process
of establishing a unified government within Korea. Even with the commissions having
been held in Seoul, both newspapers had made great efforts to be the source of
information: even if it meant having to publish articles gathered from international news

agencies through domestic networks.
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Around the time the commission was being held, both newspapers did not very often
publish articles about the US-USSR joint commission, however, as the talks seemed to
be making progress, and with seemingly higher chances of settlement, The Dong-a Ilbo
and The Chosunilbo began to actively report on the event. Both newspapers published
their articles based on their own interviews and studies. As the talks intensified, more
official statements were being made by the two countries. While The Dong-a Ilbo
focused their articles towards the actual announcements, The Chosunilbo continued to

publish articles based on their interviews.

Because of a number of right wing activists that were against the Joint Commission,
The Dong-a Ilbo printed fewer cover articles on the commission than The Chosunilbo
had, but they had more stories published on the right-wing party. The Chosunilbo,
however, not only covered opinions on the rightists and leftists, but also left room to

report on the neutral parties.

During the development process of the commissions, there were moments that The
Dong-a Ilbo had amicable things to write about the Soviet Union, however, when the
Soviets made statements against right-wing groups, they began to actively reproach the
Soviets. The Dong-a Ilbo remained consistent with their criticisms and attacks against
the left-wing parties and the neutral parties. The Chosunilbo on the other hand, in effort
to help make the Joint Commission more successful, they expressed their support to the

Soviets, the leftists, rightists, and also to the neutrals.

However, as conflicts arose between the Soviet and the US, and as the commissions
seemed like they were coming to a catastrophic ending, The Dong-a Ilbo began to
explicitly support the US position, and The Chosunilbo, in the process of trying to

remain neutral, lost their status of equilibrium.

The Dong-a Ilbo articles covered a great deal on US ideology of freedom of press
and democracy, while The Chosunilbo, tried to balance out their news by trying to
cover both the stances of the Soviet and the US. It was confirmed that The Dong-a
Ilbo had stuck with its original ideology of democracy, and had made an effort to form
the public opinion towards the implementation of it. On the contrary, The Chosunilbo
faithfully played the ‘information provider’ role of the media by maintaining neutral as

possible throughout the entire process.

:l'l [ _17
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Although, The Dong-a Ilbo had not distorted the truth by fabricating articles, as some
have argued, they were so immersed in the right wing ideologies of free democracy that
it was evident that they were geared towards a particular party. The Chosunilbo, on the
other hand, was able to remain somewhat neutral in character as they spoke on behalf
of many different political parties, however, because they were unable to lead public
opinion, The Chosunilbo could not contribute to the introduction of liberal democracy

within Korea.

Keywords : reporting attitude, journalism, democracy, The Dong-a Ilbo, The Chosunilbo,

partisanship, establishment of ROK, US-USSR joint commission

Student Number : 2010-20142
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