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Shilsw= AEo] oJAH AAZRE A2 A= AL 5 A A
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=09} HE ol IAAo|gt s fojs ofg] WEto| A Tl oJu|=
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T A EH o=

7} 71tk (Heidegger, 1962; Wang, 2004).
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Abstract

The Representation of Tradition and Its

Acceptance in Tourism

Focusing on the Case of Namsangol Hanok Village

Liu Chang
Department of Anthropology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper demonstrates the cognition of authenticity for the
representation of the tradition by the tourism developer as well as
the process of an acceptance by tourists, and also the discussion of
the effect from the authenticity to the representation and
acceptance of tradition. Recent years, traditional culture tourism has
springing up. Tradition, as a resource of tourism, has been
exploited and utilized to reappear and reconstruct by means of
tourism. It i1s necessary to discuss the effect that whether to
reconstruct or remain the original tradition in the reproduction of
tradition from an authenticity view.

Authenticity, as a cornel conception for the research of tourism,

has been discussed for a long time. This paper starts a discussion
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from the viewpoint of Constructive authenticity. However, the
authenticity is not the different ones by the acceptance of kinds of
person as the view of constructivism, but the one influenced by the
society and a common cognition to some degree. It is the 'objective'
Symbolic Authenticity, which affects the both reappearance and
acceptance of the tradition.

First of all, it examines the effort to reappearance of the
traditional culture made by the executive of the traveling business
of Namsangol Hanok Village. Namsangol Hanok Village, as a
traditional cultural place with five Korean traditional houses which
are the folklore material of Seoul city, is protected as cultural
property on the one hand, and has the purpose to exhibit the
ancient daily life. A traditional image is endowed to the Namsangol
Hanok Village by Seoul city through an enhancement of the cultural
property and history of the 'Namsangol' place. Based on it, a bunch
of traditional cultural activities has been established by direct
administrators to depict the traditionality through an exhibition of
comprehensive Korean traditions. As administrators, they not only
provide the exhibition of Korean tradition to the tourists, but also
regard the traditional elements of Hanok Village as the real Korean
traditions. Under an authoritative symbol of culture heritage, the
cognition of Namsangol Hanok Village is to accept this Korean
Houses as the original ancient ones, and emphasize its traditional
authenticity by a series cultural programs such as a performance of
traditional wedding ceremony, an experience of Korean clothes, an

education of etiquette, and the traditional performances. Although
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every director emphasizes tradition from different points, they are
all to express the real traditions their considered through stressing
the elements which can show the traditional characteristics.

From a standpoint of tourists, it divides to the Korean visitors
and foreign tourists. The Korean visitors, as domestic citizens and
influenced by the Korean society, have generated an immanent
cognition to Korean traditions. They just map their existed cognition
of Korean traditions to the watched Korean traditional houses and
search a kind of symbols of traditions in Namsangol Hanok Village.
No matter thinking the real ancient houses or recognizing the
replica of past daily life, Korean visitors all accept it as the
representative of real Korean traditions and consider it is accordant
with their known Korean traditions. Furthermore, with this cognition,
Korean visitors not only just accept the traditions exhibition, but
also attend the reappearance of the traditions through protecting
their considered Korean traditional representative houses and
participating into the cultural activities during their tourism.

Although foreign tourists, which most are Chinese, are not familiar
with Korean traditions, based on the introduction of tour guide, they
compare the Korean traditions with alike traditions in their own
country, or get to understand the Namsangol Hanok Village by the
information of Korean tradition from Korean government or media.
Korean traditions and Chinese traditions have common parts. So
Chinese visitors judge and accept Namsangol Hanok Village as an
exhibition of real Korean tradition with Korean characteristic by

comparing it with Chinese Traditional house or an acquaintance of
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Korean ancient houses in Korean drama.

In conclusion, the cognition of authenticity is generated by adding
personal experience into the basement-the social cognition. The
image set by government, the 'real traditions' exhibited by operator
and the authenticity obtained by visitors are coincident to some
trend. It is the result of the symbolic authenticity achieved by the
people who are affected by the Korean government and Korean
society. Although the reconstruction and diversification can be
caused by a target of tourism, if it can reflect people's cognition of
tradition, which accept it as a characteristic exhibition of Korean
inherent culture, so we can conclude that it can be regarded as the

real Korean traditions.

Key  Words: Tradition, Symbolic  Authenticity, Constructive
Authenticity, Representation, Acceptance, Namsangol
Hanok Village, Tourism
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