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Abstract

An Analytical Study on ‘Atoning
Ritual for Solo Haegeum’

composed by Chan-Hae Lee

Park Soomin
Department of Musicology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Compositions have now taken up an irreplaceable place within
Korean classical music. Consequently, performers need to
objectively grasp the musical value of a work through proper
musical analysis and perform while rooted in such underlying
musical thought.

Through an analysis of ‘Atoning Ritual for solo haegeum
composed by Chan-Hae Lee, this thesis explores the
orchestration and the flow of the piece according to the meaning
of ‘Atoning Ritual’ based on the musical word of the composer.
After studying the general structure of the piece, the core
structure of the notes that form his works could be deciphered

via Fractal Analysis Theory. Using this result, the playing
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techniques—which includes effective fingering techniques, bow
techniques, and others—were examined, the results of which are

as follows.

First, ‘Atoning Ritual for solo haegeum’, which is a single
movement composition, was divided into seven paragraphs—i.e.,
Introduction, [, II, Cadenza, IlI, Coda [, and Coda Il—based on
tempo changes and the distinct properties of the core structure
and phrases that comprise the melody.

Second, in ‘Atoning Ritual’, the haegeum expresses man’s sin
and repentance while the gong expresses the voice and the
presence of God. When interpreting the piece through the
Christian worldview of the composer, the piece can be divided
into two sections —one with gong accompaniment and the other
without—of which the former implies the reconciliation and
unification of will between God and man while the latter implies
man rebellion against God's control and commitment of sin.
Third, when one analyzes the structure of ‘Atoning Ritual’ with
Fractal Analysis Theory which argues that either the core
structure or the core melody forms the entire piece during its
composition period, one can see that the core structure of the
piece is composed with three notes in perfect 5ths above and
below Ab as its center. This melody of the core structure is
evident in the Introduction and continuously present in the
following sections while going through changes such as expansion
and transposition . Therefore, by pointing out that ‘Atoning
Ritual’ does seem to fit with the unique feature of the fractal
structure which assumes that the repetition of the core structure

with its self-similar property leads to a general similarity within
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the piece between its parts and whole, it was confirmed that
unity and coherence were inherent within the piece.

Fourth, Chan-Hae Lee tries to create a full sound and a modern
taste by using glissando, tremolo, and double-stop in ‘Atoning
Ritual’. This is technically demanding of the player, especially in
the case of double-stop, as it uses techniques that are not yet
well-practiced on a haegeum, and there is room for the player to
develop various techniques to produce the composer’s intended
sound and timbre. Through an analysis of the structure and the

meaning of the piece, a suitable playing method was suggested.

Chan-Hae Lee's first work on the haegeum was researched
through an analysis of ‘Atoning Ritual for solo haegeum’. It is
hoped that an analysis of the piece’s structure will be helpful for
application in actual performances, and also provide
opportunities to explore various methodologies for analyses of
contemporary music which does not always follow or adhere to a

certain form.

Key words: Haegeum, Composition, Chan-Hae Lee, Atoning Ritual,
Fractal, Fractal Analysis Theory
Student ID: 2013-21637
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