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Abstract
A Comparative Research on Early

Korean Contemporary Music

by Kisu Kim and Kangdeok Lee

— focused on Symphonies

“Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha Neul”-

Eungi Kim
Major in Korean Musicology

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this article is to discover the attributes of two
orchestra songs - “Sae Na Ra” composed by Kisu Kim, and “Sae Ha
Neul” composed by Kangdeok Lee - with comparative analysis and
further to identify the characteristics of the early Korean
contemporary music. Both pieces were written in 1962 and published
in the same year on ‘Shin Gukak Bo. Through analyzing and
comparing “Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha Neul” this study focuses on
how each piece has incorporated traditional music and what types of

new techniques were used. The results are as follows:

Firstly, “Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha Neul” were both written in 1962,
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and those titles show the atmosphere of that time and the motives of
the composers. Those two pieces written in the same era attempted
to distinguish themselves from the norm by adding a prefix “Sae”
(author’s note: Sae means new) which is similar to the atmosphere
of that period.

Secondly, looking at their overall work, “Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha
Neul” both use the staff notation, expression marks and musical
symbols used in western classical music. However, the overall
structure, the modes and the rhythms are similar to Korean
traditional music.

Thirdly, in regards to orchestration, they have a large scale
orchestra that can be found in traditional music. The only difference
between the two pieces is that “Sae Na Ra” includes Pyeonjong,
Pyeongyeong, Yanggeum, Bipa, Tungso and Buk, which shows
similar orchestration as Joseon court music.

Fourthly, the modes and rhythms are the same of the traditional
music. Particularly, the center note in modes is different, but the
five—note scale Pyeongjo mode i1s used which appears frequently in
Joseon court music. In terms of rhythms, traditional rhythmic patterns
are used while modified rhythms are rarely used. “Sae Ha Neul”
shows a similar attribute as traditional music since it does not use
any modified rhythms compared to “Sae Na Ra”

Fifthly, the melody and the form are similar to traditional music.
Both pieces do not have a melodic motif as traditional music. Also,
the bamboowind instruments, Sogeum and Dangjuk, play the main
melody, which demonstrates the same instrumental use as in
traditional music. Both “Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha Neul” have a form

of traditional music that has Man-Jung-Sak, which starts slow and

11 5
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becomes faster. They wuse the call-and-response form and the
Yeoneum form as well. The difference is that “Sae Na Ra”
occasionally shows melodic division of instruments, whereas “Sae Ha
Neul” uses tutti throughout the song and displays more resemblance
to traditional music.

Sixthly, there are some new instrumental playing styles that have
never been used for traditional music. For Gayageum, Geomungo or
any other similar instruments, the traditional Yang Cheong Dodeuri(It
is a type of Pungryu music in 4/6 time, generally played by
Gayageum, Geomungo, Daegeum, Haegeum, Janggo and Yanggeum.)
fingering 1s used. However, string instruments such as Gayageum,
Geomungo, Ajaeng, and Bipa play chords by using the simultaneous
playing style. Also, Ajaeng plays Pizz. and the bamboowind
instruments play staccato, which are not found in traditional music.
These playing styles can be thought as an influence from western

music.

To summarize “Sae Na Ra” and “Sae Ha Neul” are the music
pieces that integrated both the composer’s personal opinion and the
atmosphere of that period, written on the traditional music frame with
an establishment of western composing style, staff notation as well
as the new playing techniques. In a broad sense, elements that define
musical attributes such as modes, rhythms and orchestration are
similar to traditional music. Especially, the way that melody is
structured is similar to traditional music.

However, in terms with structure and composing styles, it seems
that both composers embraced western music in overall, excluding

performer’s interpretation and improvisation, which are highly

] -1] 7
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regarded in Korean traditional music. This can be considered why
Korean contemporary music has developed without performer’s
interpretation and improvisation until now. These are the common
attributes of the first generation of Korean contemporary music
composers who were trained with traditional music education, and

furthermore, the attributes of the early Korean contemporary music.

Keywords : Korean Contemporary Music, Shin Gukak Bo,
Ki Su Kim, Gang Deok Lee, Sae Na Ra, Sae Ha
Neul

Student Number : 2010-21743
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