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[Abstract]

In the early years of the Choson Dynasty, the reign of King 7 aejong
and Sejong in particular, a reorganization of the state system was
conducted across the board. It was a process of creating a new order
for the brand new kingdom and building a proper system for a
princely state of Ming Dynasty. The primary standard of making the
new system was so—called the ancient system [#7l, Kojel which
referred the ancient era regarded as ideals and the contemporary
system [RrE2ZHl, Siwangijel] which referred the time under the
reign of present kings. The duty of a princely state was a crucial

factor as a base of the new system.

The ritual system was renewed as well. Saws, King’s enthronement

ceremony was completed in the late reign of King Sejong. The

process of Sawi/ was exemplified in Myonpok[ &k, mianful,
‘l—l{)</

Chonwiyukyo [{H{7iE%, a royal order for the king's succession], and
Taebo [ K%, the privy seall.

Myonpok, mianfu, was the clothes which was given from the Ming
emperor and worn in the enthronement ceremony of Choson. In the
first stage, wearing mianfu or wearing mouring in the enthronement
ceremony was a controversial issue in the grand court. Finally,
mianfu was chosen as a ritual clothes in the ceremony satisfying
both the ancient system and the contemporary system. It was
because wearing mianfu in enthronement ceremony was a tradition of
East Asia through all ages. Moreover, the new king of Choson could

fulfill his duty as a king of the princely state at the same time.

Chonwiyukyo, the royal order for the king’s succession, legitimated

the new king's accession to the throne showing the will of the

51

former king designating his successor. The handover ceremony of
Chonwiyukyo represented the ritual consciousness of an appropriate
ceremony at that time. The process of the ceremony was written in
the classics, so conducting this ceremony according to the classics

was regarded as a realization of ideals.

The privy seal was a symbol of king’s authority in the East Asia for
a long time. In Choson, Chosonkukwangjiin [WEFBIE 2 H] given from
the Ming’s emperor called 7aebo, symbolized the power and
legitimacy of the king. Also, Choson carried out the obligations of a

princely state producing king’s other seals modeled on the privy seal.

Choson was given its own mandate of heaven from the founder,
Taejo. 1t was passed down to the next king via the enthronement
ceremony which was designed in the order of the ancient and

contemporary system.
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