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Abstract
A Study on the Poetry of Oh kyu—won

: Focusing on the Relation between Language and Réel(real)

Park Ji Eun
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The poetry of Oh kyu-won unfolds on the two axes of ‘pursuing the
réel(real)’ and searching for the ‘language’ to reveal the réel(real) in poetry.
This study regards the main theme penetrating the whole poetry of Oh
kyu-won as ‘pursuit of the réel(real)’ and the search for ‘language’ to realize
it. In this perspective, the poetry of Oh kyu-won is analyzed based on the
correlation between ‘Téel(real)’ and ‘language’. The issue of ‘poetic language’
has been discussed as following, in the historical flow of literature. In the
1960s, the so—called ‘Korean generation’ writers, who are part of the 4-19
generation stand out at front in the field of literature. They are the
generation who were taught in Korean, and learned democracy. With these
roots, the literary people of the 4:19 generation began to contemplate upon
the issue of the ‘autonomy of language’. Oh kyu-won also defined himself as
belonging to the 4:19 generation, and began his literary works with the
questions of ‘what is poetic language’.

The 1970s, when Oh kyu-won started to write poetry, was a period of
political oppression by military authorities, and also a period of iImmense

industrialization and capitalization with the side effects of regarding the

- 117 -



values of human as mere components. Oh kyu-won recognizes that the
uniform and institutionalized phase has made ‘language’ rotten and also
uniform. Therefore, he develops his own world of poetry by directly
challenging the corrupt and abstract language.

What Oh kyu-won thinks of as art and poetry is ‘revealing what is more
of existing values or value systems’. His attitudes toward language undergo
changes according to periods in the process of representing ‘what is
non-existent’ into the language of poetry. The initial period(1970s) shows ‘the
order of symbols’ acting as a wall when aiming to transfigure the ‘réel(real)’.
Without any filter, it shows the gap between the réel(real) and the order of
symbols. Then, in the middle period(1980s), he attempts to break down the
order of symbols which seems to be sturdy and unbreakable. In the final
period(after 1990s), he seeks a new perspective on language to realize the
‘réel(real)’ in poetry. This is specified into his own theory, ‘Poetics of Raw
Image’. Yet, notwithstanding such changes, his efforts to ‘pursue the
réel(real)’ and ‘realize the réel(real) through language’ consistently appears in
his poetry of all periods.

The second chapter deals with the poetry of Oh kyu-won in the 1970s. In
this period, his efforts to reveal the réel(real) through language face the
walls of the Symbolique, leading to the devastated poetic subject. The poet
initiates by unveiling the subject marginalized from the object and language.
Afterwards, he shows the aspects of relations between oneself and the other.
In here, the conflict between the other(object) and the subject intensifies. It
is also a grievance that one cannot reveal the réel(real) through language.
The poetry in this period recognizes the gap between the Symbolique and
the réel(real) in itself, and focuses on showing the conflict incurred from the
conflict.

In the third chapter, Oh kyu-won’s poetry of the 1980s is examined. While
the poetry of the 1970s showed the irreconcilable gap between the
Symbolique and the réel(real), poetry in the 1980s attempt to break the
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massive order of symbols. It begins from puncturing the massive order of
symbols. It is shown through the eyes suspicious of the traditional orders
and norms. Also, he strategically utilizes ‘eyes of a child, which dismantles
reason and rationality. It is an attempt to respond to the era of uniformity
and fragmentation by the methodology of ‘deconstruction’. At this point,
various experimental poetry distinctive of Oh kyu-won, such as Poems on
Advertisement, Parody Poems, and Meta-poems appear. However, he does not
settle for ‘de-constructing’ the order of symbols and the previous grammar.
What he truly aims for is to create a new cultural space through the process
of deconstruction. His emphasis on a new cultural space emerge through the
motifs of ‘passage’, ‘empty spaces’, and ‘lower venues’ in his poetry.

The fourth chapter analyzes his poetry from the 1990s to his posthumous
collection of poems. His perspectives on language faces another big turn in
this period. Whereas his previous poetry focused on conflicting with the order
and breaking it, this period suggests a methodology to materialize the
réel(real) into language. This is the ‘Poetics of Raw Image’. The ‘réel(real)
he sought to materialize in his poetry is the ‘phenomena of all beings’. His
goal is to show the ‘phenomena’ as ‘transparent’ as possible in his poetry. He
suggests a strategy of ‘emptying’ the ‘language’ in order to search for the
‘being’ itself. The strategy presents oneself by aggressively showing ‘void)
‘punctures’, and ‘gaps’. As such, showing ‘being’ through ‘non-being('void,
‘punctures’) is his work of realizing the réel(real) through poetry.

Oh kyu-won incessantly constructed his own worlds of poetry without
settling in one place throughout his forty years of writing poetry. He began
writing poetry from the issue of ‘what is poetic language’, and endeavored to
give his own answer to the question all his life. It is natural for a poet to
contemplate upon the problem of language. However, there would be few
poets in the history of literature who have had the issue of ‘poetic language’
in the center for all his poetic activities. In particular, his intense search for

a ‘poetic language’ to realize the réel(real) will occupy a meaningful status in
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the research of Korean modern poetry.
keywords : language, réel(real), Symbolique(Symbolic),

deconstruction, cultural space, phenomena of all beings
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