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Abstract

A Study of Regulatory Avoidance

and Circumvention

— The Case of Political Donations -

SONG HYUNKI
The Graduate School of Public Administration

Seoul National University

This study analysed the reasons for regulatory avoidance and
circumvention in the cases of political donations. Among others, this
paper points out that the major cause of such phenomena is the
highly unrealistic nature of concerned regulations. To strengthen this
argument, this study rebuts other reasons widely referred to such as
the weak and light punishment, low standards applied to actual
regulatory enforcement. In addition, while other studies argue that the
regulations should be made much stronger than now, this study
contends that the opposite approach is required to reduce regulatory
avoidance and circumvention currently widespread and rampant, in

light of the fact that politicians don’t violate the rules on purpose,

- 093 - : 1 !_-:;



but they find themselves in a situation in which they cannot help
avoiding or circumventing the related laws. To explain why such a
regulatory behavior has become widespread, this study also reviews
the process of revising the laws concerned with political funds in
2004.

Keywords . regulatory avoidance and circumvention,

political donations, unrealistic regulation

Student Number : 2010 - 22174
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