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I Abstract

The Urban Spatial Characteristics of Jegi-dong
Viewed from Concentration of the Elderly

Kim, Young Eun

Major in Urban Design,

Department of Landscape Architecture,
Graduate School of Environmental Studies,
Seoul National University

Advised by Professor Kim, Sae Hoon

Entering the aging phase, the modern society has recently witnessed the
rising demand for daily leisure life among the elderly and provided more
services related to their activities. The mobility of the elderly has increased
more than ever thanks to the social benefit of free pass for senior citizens
aged 65 or older in the name of “preferential benefits for the elderly.”
They have started to look for places to meet their fundamental needs,
which led to the concentration of the elderly at certain urban spaces.

This study selected Jegi-dong as its spatial scope for its prominent
phenomenon of elderly concentration and restricted the scope of subjects to
senior citizens aged 65 or older visiting the place. Focusing on the types of
senior citizens that chose and used urban spaces, the study investigated the
characteristics of urban spaces that changed autonomously by the elderly in
the three aspects of physics, humanities and sociology, and economy. The

findings were as follows:
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First, Jegi-dong was a place of diversity to meet the needs of the elderly
and grant them options. Being organically connected to their daily leisure,
this urban space was changing into a space of complex forms according to
the recent taste of the elderly. In a word, Jegi-dong was a space of fusion
between “daily life and leisure” based on a good combination of programs
and spaces preferred by the elderly.

Secondly, Jegi-dong, where the concentration of the elderly was
happening, was a space for social exchanges. Senior citizens engaged in
various social exchange activities within the urban space, and the
characteristics of their social exchange activities varied according to the
places. The analysis results show that the elderly preferred social activities
in open, wide spaces rather than those based on space zoning.

Finally, Jegi-dong had a market in it and thus benefited from lower prices
than other districts in the city. Senior citizens with a certain economic level
were able to enjoy themselves there. This urban space was well configured
for the elderly with a monthly pension of 300,000 won to spend 10,000 won
a day there, which indicates that it was organized in a thorough economic
structure. The elderly were looking for places where they could enjoy their
daily leisure according to their income level, and Jegi-dong was embracing
them with a thoroughly organized economic structure. Those findings suggest
that Jegi-dong was an urban space optimized for the income level of the
elderly.

The elderly exhibited a preference for places that were less trendy,
tended to be old, and cost less. Those characteristics preferred by them

should last in urban spaces. The present study found the characteristics of
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spaces that accepted the elderly in Jegi-dong where the concentration of
the elderly was happening and reported its possibilities of being spread
throughout the city.

Focusing on the phenomenon of concentration of the elderly, the study
shed light on the characteristics of the elderly and those of spaces
preferred by them. It is, however, difficult to generalize the characteristics
of the elderly visiting Jegi-dong to the general population of the elderly. It
should be also noted that the future generation of the elderly including the
pre-elderly groups(those in their fifties or sixties) will show different
characteristics from the current generation of the elderly. The study thus

had its limitations with rather restricted results.

I Keywords: The Elderly, Jegi-dong, Concentration, Daily Leisure Space,
Urban Space

B Student Number: 2013-23701
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