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| Abstract

Study on the Transformation of Public Space
in a Low—rise Multi—family Residential Area

in Kojan—dong,Ansan

Department of Landscape Architecture
Graduate School of Environmental Studies
Seoul National University

Park, Jieun

Today the quality of life is increasing along with the residents'
expectations for better living environments, but the South Korean
society is witnessing the rapid multiplication of complexes requiring
the improvement of neighborhood environments due to the abrupt
urbanization and resulting deterioration of many housing complexes, It
is time to start discussing the quality of life—oriented public spaces in
housing complexes closely related to the daily lives of residents and
also the boundaries, roles, and functions of those spaces,

The subject of this study was the row houses complex in Gojan
1-dong, Ansan City as it was completed many years ago, had been
deteriorated, and needed changes to its public spaces due to changes

to the population structure and the housing laws and institutions,
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Especially focusing on 'space transformation” of life—oriented public
spaces closely related to the quality of housing environments, the
study analyzed the concerned space characteristics and usage patterns
and also other social elements and investigated what the residents
needed within the housing complex, The study also aimed to interpret
life—oriented public spaces in a housing complex from various angles
and search for rational ways to improve the neighborhood
environment,

For those purposes, the investigator examined the actual
transformations of public spaces in a complex and classified
transformed spaces through literary study, in—depth interviews,
observational investigation, and mapping, The investigator then
analyzed relations among spaces, users, and surrounding environments
and reinterpreted the spaces, thus shedding light on their meanings
and values to users,

The observation results show that there were two major types of
space transformation by the residents: regular space transformations
include putting in welfare facilities, making rest areas, managing
vegetable gardens, and securing space for complex management,
whereas the other -category of space transformations includes
occupation of Inhyeon dJunganggil by street vendors, resting and
exchanges along the roads, and establishment of workshops in empty
lots of parking lots and playgrounds, The residents needed public
spaces in the housing complex for 'resting and exchanges," "complex

management,” and ‘'hobbies and productive activities.," Space
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transformations were caused by certain backgrounds including that the
housing complex was old, that there was aging going on in the
complex, and that the current residents felt inconvenience due to the
old uniform complex design,

The patterns of transformed spaces were largely divided into
"flexibility’ and "compromise." In many cases, transformed spaces do
not play a single role but perform two or more complex functions at
the same time or serve changing purposes over time, Consideration
and understanding among the residents should be a premise for
changing and using spaces,

The residents made proper changes to the spaces of their housing
complex according to the given situations, which shows an aspect of
sustainable housing complex and the possibilities of independent
residents in that the residents themselves volunteered to improve and
manage their spaces, Such space transformations hold their
significance in that they make monotonous exterior spaces colorful,
create a housing culture unique to the area, and present distinctive

spaces,

I Keywords: transformed space, life—oriented public space, improvement of
neighborhood environment, apartment housing complex
I Student Number: 2014—24094
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