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Abstract

A Study on the Trend of
the Branded Girls’ Image
in Korean Idol Music Industry

Hwayoung Lee

Visual Communiacation Design Major,
Faculty of Craft & Design

Graduate School of Seoul National University

Unlike in the past, the modern Industry advanced to the Cultural Industry
which produces Images and Signs due to development of mass media and
Post—modernism. Therefore, the contemporary society can be called a
consumption society since the modern people today consume symbols of
manufactured goods and that their identities are constructed by projecting
their illusion to the products. Tdol Industry’ is an example that shows
those phenomena and a intimate relation between ‘Consumption Society’
and the modern people. Idol Industry manufactures the artificial images
and products through an intensive training boys and girls, consequently, it
becomes a major pop culture with a change of the music industry in Korea
by the late 2000s. Idol Industry, especially "Korean Girl Group’ is selected
as the subject of the study because it leads the popularization of Idol music
culture by making a large adult male fandom of it and takes an important

role in K—pop culture as well as Hallyu in the East Asian region.

LS A



‘Girl’ is a human representation of many Korean girl groups today and
which is a social product by the modern socio—industrial system. With the
advances of the society, the representation is reproduced via divert mass
media over time. At least these circumstances materialize and extend the
image of Girl in Korea. In this idol industry in Korea, Branding is a main
commodities strategy to extend the range of sales in the market for the
consumers and to create diverse derivative products. Furthermore, Image of
Girl of Korea girl group which is established by a branding strategy has a
large influence on the people as a symbol of the modern society. Therefore,
the purpose of this study is to show the correlation of Image with people

in the modern industrial society by regarding girl groups as a reflection of
the sign of the time in Korea, and by researching the process of branding of

them in terms of Visual communication.

Keyword: Girl, Image, Girl Group, Idol Industry, Brand, Consumption Society
Student Number: 2013-21221
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