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Seeing comes before words. The child looks
and recognizes before it can speak.

But there is also another sense in which seeing
comes before words. It is seeing which establishes our place
in the surrounding world; we explain that world with words,
but words can never undo the fact that we are surrounded by

it. The relation between what we see and what we know is
never settled.

The Surrealist painter Magritte commented
on this always-present gap between words and seeing in
a painting called The Key of Dreams

The way we see things is affected by what we

13 7. Ways of seeing , 1883 W Af|A] 2] 2] Zarwt, |AETAL LA

' CoFEthe # a7 Hure, 2003, 12p
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If no one ever looked at art, would anybody even create it? And how
much does art actually need buyers? These are by no means
outrageous questions. So here's another, more concrete one: Is an art
world conceivable without collectors, without such dependent
relationships? The who-with-whom, how much, and why questions.
And who are these collectors anyway? Privileged or unloved
individuals? Men and women of conviction, or mere investors? Show-
offs or idealists? There is some truth to all these clichés. But one thing
is certain: owning works of art changes most collectors as deeply as
creating them does the artist. As an expression of a collector’s
personality, an art collection can also kindle the desire to share such
private treasures with the public. This is the subject of

the second BMW Art GU|de

by Independent
COI |eCtO I'S « The global guide to

private yet publicly accessible collections of
contemporary art.
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Abstract

A Study on utilization of book contents for expanded

literary value
- Focusing on everyday objects that utilize the implicit

characteristic of poetry

Eunji Kim

Faculty of Design, College of Art
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Consumers in this modern consumption society consume to discover the
consumption value that can be found within the various contexts rather than to simply
obtain a function or an object. The society we live in is a society where mass
consumption has become a general trend. Moreover, in order to increase the value of
overflowing objects, aesthetic and functional aspects are being added onto the objects
thereby differentiating it from others. The importance of differentiating objects is
being highly emphasized in recent years. Books, which contain mankind’s
development of civilization and the many intellectual activities of human beings, also
require consumption value and marketability as an object for consumption in

accordance with the change of time and consumption culture.

Passing the time period when only a minority possessed books, it was later mass-
produced with the development of technology and was disseminated to many people.
After these times, books started to become recognized as a familiar object in the daily
lives of people in the modern society and became a consumption product in this
modern society. The properties of books are being consumed in different ways from
its role and function of the past due to the fast-changing culture and values. Amidst

such changes, not only have consumers become interested in the intrinsic values of
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objects which stimulates the desire to consume, but have also began to show interest
in the visual images or symbols of objects. In this context, books also have a function
to deliver meaning through words but also need to acquire a status as a product,

which has culture and value in many different aspects.

Furthermore, due to the fast transformation of social structure and development of’
media, people started to easily obtain unlimited amounts of information from other
media instead of books. And the primary function of books that s to deliver
knowledge was now being handed over to other media such as the Internet. In
accordance with the change in technology, books now take the form of electronic
books and also exist on the web as a text format without being hindered by its original
form. While the realm of books in terms of'its form is expanding, the functional role of
books is being notably reduced thereby leading to a digitalized age of books. As a
consequence, new book contents bring together the analogue feeling, which can
hardly be felt in virtual reality while transcending the traditional significance of books,
which deliver knowledge based on the tangible experience. Thus, in this context, it
becomes important to create a new value that can be differentiated from other digital

media.

Consumers can consider their own opportunity cost based on their demands, and can
easily purchase goods they want to buy. Thus, systemic communication between the
consumer and object is important. It is significant that books need to communicate
with its readers, and this is why the traditional way of unilateral information delivery
should be brought together with the reader’s experience and participation thereby

creating a bilateral exchange in communication.

For purposes mentioned above, this thesis examines the future images of books, the format of
books readers will encounter, and how the analogue emotion distinct to books will survive
amidst the development of media channels. In this thesis, book contents are not limited toa
physical medium as a book, but aims to approach it as an extension of books by combining it
with daily life therefore making it an interesting and systemic form. I hope that this thesis
contributes to increasing the general interest in books and expands its literary values.

Key word: consumption society, book, book contents, literary values
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