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Abstract

Medical Care Utilization
in Adults and

in Chronic Disease Patients

. Focusing on the Influence of Private

Health Insurance

Y1 Jiun
Department of Health Policy and Management

The Graduate School of Public Health

Seoul National University

Prevalence of chronic disease has increased due to aging and
changing in life style. Chronic disease patients generally need
regular medical care. But according to study about retention of
chronic disease by income group, the lower income the groups
have the more chance of chronic disease they have. And this
situation hinder the equity of using medical service. By the way in
the situation of encouraging private health insurance policy
especially new form of private health insurance named indemnity

insurance that guarantees 80% to 90% of deductible, controversy
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over indemnity insurance arouse. In the argument, Those who on
the affirmative side insist indemnity insurance could increase benefit
by using medical service easily. But on the opposite position, they

worry that it might deteriorate national health finance.

For effective managing of health policy related to private health
insurance, it is necessary to consider chronic disease patients who
need regular medical care. And also studies about private health
insurance applicants and their medical care usage need to be

fulfilled especially in chronic disease patients.

This study is attempt to investigate how differently adults and
chronic disease patients use in their medical care service particularly
focusing on types of private health insurance. Data source is from
2012 Korea Health Panel beta version 2_1 data. There are three
types of private health insurance in Korea Health Panel data; fixed
benefit insurance, indemnity insurance, mixed insurance. To
demonstrate between health care utilization frequency and type of
private health insurance, data analyzed through OLS Regression

analysis.

This study might be the first approach to examine relation
between health care utilization and having chronic disease focusing
on type of private health insurance. It is found that amount paid on
outpatient department is different between type of private health
insurance. Results in inpatient department are not distinct each
other. And there is no increasing in health care utilization of chronic
disease. In terms of chronic disease patients, any type of private

health insurance seems no attribution in health care accessibility.
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