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<, 2001; Pajares, 1992).
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gk A2 7IHks 't A, nARZE ZESa Qlojof & A AEs it
& A2 (Subject Matter Content Knowledge), &334 =2
(Curricular  Knowledge), W€ x4 A]%](Pedagogical Content
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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Social Studies
Teachers’ Belief and Knowledge
on a Preference for Questions
in Instruction

Kim, Dong-Jin

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Major Advisor: Mo, Kyung-Hwan, Ph. D.

Social studies teachers have a decisive effect on social studies
instruction in that they decide teaching-learning contents and
methods in order to achieve instructional objectives of social
studies.

In particular, teachers’ beliefs and knowledge play a leading role
in influencing on their instruction. Teachers’ viewpoints of the

nature of social studies subject, the way to understand the traits of
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social studies, is also an important factor in social studies
instruction.

The teachers with their own educational beliefs, knowledge, and
viewpoints of the nature of social studies teach students by using
a range of questions in their classes. As social studies is a subject
which emphasizes higher order thinking, compared with other
subjects, social studies teachers need to improve students’
thinking through various levels of questions appropriately.

However, most of the teachers tend to teach by using simple
questions on their actual classes. The use of simple questions in
classes only checks the content which was taught in the class but
it does not help students improve their higher order thinking.

That is, the more teachers use high-level questions in their
classes, the more students can improve their higher order thinking.
Therefore, it is necessary to improve instruction to use high-level
questions frequently. The purpose of this study was to investigate
the effects of teachers’ beliefs, knowledge, and viewpoints of the
nature of social studies subject on their preference for questions.
For this purpose, this study set three hypotheses.

<{Hypothesis 1> Social studies teachers’ beliefs and knowledge
will have effects on their viewpoints of the nature of social studies
subject.

<{Hypothesis 2> Social studies teachers’ beliefs and knowledge
will have effects on their preference for questions.

<Hypothesis 3> Social studies teachers’ viewpoints of the nature
of social studies subject will have effects on their preference for
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questions.

In an effort to test the hypotheses, the investigator took a
survey with secondary school teachers and a total of 157
questionnaire were collected for this study. To prove the three
hypotheses, the study adopted a structural equation model.

The analysis were as follows:

First, in accordance with hypothesis 1, both teachers’ beliefs
and knowledge turned out to have a significant effect their
viewpoints of the nature of social studies subject.

Secondly, in accordance with hypothesis 2, between teachers’
beliefs and knowledges, the beliefs turned out to have a significant
effect on their preference for questions.

Third, in accordance with hypothesis 3, among teachers’
viewpoints of the nature of social studies, the viewpoints of the
nature of social studies as a reflective inquiry model turned out to
have a significant effect on their preference for questions. In
addition, teachers’ beliefs turned out to mediate the process of the
preference for questions.

The results of the study are as follows:

First, the study showed that teachers’ beliefs and knowledge
had a effect on teachers’ viewpoints of the nature of social studies
subject.

Therefore, given a teacher factor to affect instruction, it is
necessary to consider teachers’ beliefs and knowledge as well as
teachers’ viewpoints of the nature of social studies subject.

Secondly, the study identified teachers’ belief was an important
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factor in respect of teachers’ questions.

To develop high order thinking in students, there is a
requirement to think about the way of enhancing teachers’
educational beliefs in order to use high-level questions in their
classes.

Third, the study showed teachers’ viewpoints of the nature of
social studies as a reflective inquiry model was a factor to have a
effect on their preference for questions.

Moreover, the study identified teachers’ viewpoints of the nature
of social studies subject as a reflective inquiry model had a
mediating effect on the process of their preference for questions.

Thus, it is necessary for teachers to reflect on how they can
reflect viewpoints of the nature of social studies subject as a
reflective inquiry model in their teaching and what efforts require
improving their teaching to stimulate students’ higher order
thinking.

Based on the results, this study suggests as follows.

First, It is necessary to explore how high-level questions and
low-level questions can make different effects on students in
actual classes.

Second, It is necessary to search for ways to enhance teachers’
beliefs in order to improve students’ higher order thinking by using
high-level questions frequently in their classes.

Finally, It is necessary to develop systematic curricula for
pre-service teachers in social studies in order to help them have
beliefs as a teacher.
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