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Abstract

Parent’'s usage of consumer
co-operatives and their influence
on children’s pro—-environmental

consumer behavior

— A focus on Eco-labelled products

Park Ji Sun
Interdisciplinary Program in Environmental Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Advisor: Prof. Jaemyong Ryu

Consumer co—operatives have their own unique
characteristics, as they were established for the benefit of the
community. Consumer co-operatives exists not only to pursue
economical benefits but also to achieve their pro—social

purposes. By using consumer co-operatives users are able to
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show their economical and social aspirations in the society.
Several studies revealed that the consumer co-operatives have
initiated the pro—environmental and the ethical consumption
movements. However, research about the empowerment they
acquired as a parent had never been conducted.

The parent’s behavior as a consumer is very important
because children easily emulate their parent’s behavior in
consumer socialization. Hence this research attempts to find
some educational implications from the behavior of parents who
uses consumer co-operatives and effects they have on
consumer socialization of children.

Consumers who are conscious about the environmental
consequences due to their purchasing behavior are called
pro—environmental consumer. Pro- environmental consumers
choose to pursue a life style that doesn’t harm the environment
by being selective in what they purchase. Before consumers
decides to purchase products, they collect information about the
products and evaluate them. Eco-label allow the consumers to
know that the specific product has environmental advantages.
Eco-label effect means the bias consumers prefer eco-labelled
products In comparison to the conventional products. Several
researches support this eco-label effect and revealed the
variables that explain this tendency. Yet there has been no
researches to 1nvestigate this tendency on elementary school
students.

This research attempts to empirically investigate how

elementary school students respond to labelled products and
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it's correlation to the parents’ consumer behavior. In addition,
this research aims to examine the mediator variables between
the parent’s behavior and the children’s evaluation of
eco—labelled products.

Since the research was mainly focused on the influence of
parents on their children, it was designed into two parts. First,
questionnaires were completed by the parents. Second,
experiments were conducted with their children. Before the
experiment with the children was conducted, the parents were
asked how much they use consumer co-operative markets. The
experiment was completed by 5bth and 6th grade elementary
school students. Two items, pencils and mandarins, were used
for the experiment. Students were asked which one they
preferred, the price they thought was appropriate for each items
and how much they were willing to pay. After the experiment
they were asked about their awareness of eco—label, availability
of eco label, and familarity of eco—label. All questionnaires were
constructed in 5 Likert scales. A total of 188 questionnaires
were completed and used for data analysis. The data were
analysed using descriptive measures, regression analysis and
multiple regression analysis.

The result showed that most of the students evaluated the
eco—labelled products higher than the conventional products.
This tendency was apparent consistently on preference, price
and the willingness to pay. In regards to the parent’s usage of
consumer co-operatives, the result showed that it only affects

the children’ willingness to pay(p<.001). The effect of the

_71_



parent’s usage of consumer co-operatives on their children’s
product evaluation was partially mediated by the children’s
availability of eco-label products. Children’s familarity of
eco—labels were revealed as a mediator variables, as well.

This research offers some i1mportant implications. It
demonstrates the eco-label effect of elementary school students
for the first time. It suggests the influence of social-cultural
variables causing this tendency. The variables that has been
posited from previous research are all about consumer oneself.
Conversely, this research indicates variable about other persons
- the parents. Furthermore, this experiment provides
explanations about how parents variables effect on children’
willingness to pay by mediating variables.

This research emphasizes the need for consumer education
during childhood. It will help children develop a healthier,
life-long spending habit and consumer consciousness. If children
become aware of their consumer effectiveness and raise
pro—environmental consumer behavior through their social
circumstances, they will be contributing towards a sustainable
life style of their own.

This research stressed the 1mportance of the parent’'s
regular spending behavior. It offers some approaches related to
consumer co-operatives and it's usage in Environmental

Education.

_72_



keywords : consumer co—operatives, pro—environmental
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