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4 23 9l a3

4.1 FHSF B4 A3

4.1.1 ARFAATIA 92 D AIAFEF0]

<% 4-1> AEFAH A HIE

HE odE FHLHME

1990 7 1.4 1.4
1991 11 2.2 3.6
1992 27 5.4 9.0
1993 17 3.4 12.4
1994 13 2.6 15.0
1995 31 6.2 21.2
1996 54 10.8 32.1
1997 22 4.4 36.5
1998 21 4.2 40.7
1999 52 10.4 51.1
2000 26 5.2 56.3
2001 18 3.6 59.9
2002 24 4.8 64.7
2003 7 1.4 66.1
2004 10 2.0 68.1
2005 18 3.6 71.7
2006 11 2.2 73.9
2007 10 2.0 76.0
2008 37 7.4 83.4
2009 17 3.4 86.8
2010 23 4.6 91.4
2011 43 8.6 100.0
A 499 100.0
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Abstract

A Study on Forest Policy of
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Represented in TRodong Shinmunji

—from 1990 through 2011—

Song Minkyung
Department of Forest Sciences
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea(DPRK) has expe-—
rienced a rapid deforestation since mid 1980s. The DPRK defore—
station has attracted international attention to the environmental
concerns. The Republic of Korea (ROK) is not the exception from
the initiatives for supporting DPRK’s efforts in rehabilitation of de—
forested lands. There have been some researchers who have tried
to identify the facts of deforestation and its impacts which could
provide the basis for designing development assistance to improve
forest conditions in DPRK. This research focused on understanding
the substance of DPRK’s forest policy and government’s stance on
the forest degradation.

However there are not many official policy documents containing
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the achievements of forest rehabilitation by DPRK. ‘Rodong Shin—
mun’ as an official newspaper published by North Korean Workers
Party represents DPRK’s governmental policies and is one of a few
accessible information sources on the matter of DPRK available in
ROK. This study aims to understand the national forest policies of
the DPRK represented in Rodong Shinmun by employing content
analysis methodology.

All the articles carrying terms of ‘Sanlim(forest)” and ‘Rim—
san(forest product)’ in the title of articles in the issues from 1990
to 2011 were selected. There were total 499 articles containing the
two vocabularies during the last twenty issues. It is postulated that
the level of DPRK government’s attitude toward active promotion of
their forest policy by means of frequent appearance of forest—
related articles and their own unique editing technique. Especially,
the level of emphasis was increased when the DPRK society un—
dergoes environmental disasters.

The contents of forest related articles analyzed include the place
of events, topic, frame of article, speakers of articles, stakeholders
and facts information composed of articles. The subjects of
represented forest policies were classified into four groups; fore—
station, forest management, land management and forest protection
or conservation. Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il were the main speak—
ers of articles and represented as the leading voice for the dis—
course of forest—related problem solving. The focus of forest policy

has been changed from economic utilization of forest resources
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such as production of timber and other economic goods in the 1990s
to forest protection in the 2000s.

DPRK has promoted forest policy along with energy - resources
/ food - agriculture / economic development policy. Rodong Shinmun
reported regulatory instruments and informational instruments more
frequently than economic instruments. Official commendation and
awards were the main incentives given to the people who contri—
buted to forestry achievements. In particular, forest policies were
emphasized by Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il and afforestation and
forest protection were described as patriotic activities in the Ro—
dong Shinmun. And the government instigates and emphasizes par—
ticipation of private sector.

In conclusion, this study shows that Rodong Shinmun plays a role
as a means for introducing, propagating and instigating forest poli—
cies in the society of the DPRK. The findings of this study contri—
bute to improved understanding of the DPRK forest policies and can
be of use for designing international support for rehabilitation of
DPRK forestlands. The findings imply that international support for
rehabilitation for DPRK should be linked with programs for solving
the energy and food shortage of DPRK, preferably with economic

incentives.

Keywords : Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, forest degra—
dation, forest policy, Rodong Shinmun, content analysis
Student Number : 2010—-23417
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