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The most dramatic change with Korean residential blocks in the
last 40 to 50 years has been the adaptation of apartment from the
western area to the low-rise and detached housing blocks of the
Korean urban context. Apartments entered the stage of Seoul
residences in the 1950s, and this evolution has developed as huge
apartment complexes during the new town developments of Gangnam
and Yeouido in the 1970s. Recently, apartment complexes have
become commonplace through projects for redevelopment,
regeneration and reconstruction. Nowadays three types of residential
blocks have become popular in the Korean urban context and they are

1) low-rise, detached housing block, 2) mid-rise, plate—shaped

240 __.:',__—-{: -""'-'I'_;E



apartment complexes, 3) high-rise, tower—-shaped apartment
complexes. This study, which examines residential blocks of Gangnam
that consists of these three typical residential blocks will examine
residential street activity, spatial cognition, and place experience
through the use of surveys. The street activity analysis is divided by
‘people counting’ and ‘activity sorting’. Spatial cognition analysis
divided by the factors of ‘structure cognition of residential block’,
‘distance and direction cognition’ and ‘residential boundary cognition’.
Lastly, place experience analysis is divided by the factors of 'scenery
experience', ‘communication possibility experience’ and ‘blinded
experience’.

On the stage of physical environments of these three typical
residential blocks, ‘low-rise, detached housing block’ is surrounded
by commercialized principal roads and mixed use areas. The buildings
of these residential blocks are all different in their height, shape and
function. The block has a narrow and linier street pattern, a lot of land
pieces with highly dense developed private buildings, and the streets
are shaded with high—density residential conditions. However, the
block is well connected with various urban amenities and neighbor
environments, because all the gates of buildings face the street as

well as each other in order to allow easy access to the block from all

three sides of the block. 'Mid-rise, plate-shaped apartment complexes’

are surrounded by principal roads and a single use area. The block
associated with several land pieces of super blocks, have parallel
street systems between vehicles and pedestrians, and have an
irregular or linier type of street pattern. All the buildings in the block
are similar in function, shape and height. There are view corridors
available by the huge spaces in between the buildings and well lighted
conditions are created by the south facing buildings. However, the
spaces between the buildings are parking spaces, so the block is not
well connected with its surroundings due to its limited access and
fences. ‘High-rise, tower—shaped apartment complexes’ are only land

pieces of one super block, making sure that the ground level is a
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pedestrian only zone by distinctly dividing the street system between
vehicles and pedestrians. All the buildings are similar with its single
use, shape, height and the street is shaded by the high-rise buildings
as well. This residential block is a closed (gated) structure to the
surroundings with its limited access, fences and varying ground levels
between the blocks and its surroundings.

Street activity analysis is divided into ‘people counting’ and
‘activity sorting’. According to the ‘people counting’ analysis, the
‘low-rise, detached housing block’ is more crowed at night and on
weekdays rather than in the daytime and weekends. This is due in
part by the fact that the block is surrounded by commercialized and
business purpose properties where the residents' crossing points are
in mixed use areas and public transportation(Underground Station) is
nearby. Street activities originate from both sides, but it is mostly
from visitors living outside of this block as opposed to the residents
inside this particular block. Therefore, it is safe to conclude that
various purpose properties are directly linked to the activity on the
street because there are distinguishable number of pedestrian
activities at all times. On the other hand, the pedestrian activities for
both complexes are not nearly as crowed as the 'low-rise, detached
housing block'. There are huge stream of busy pedestrian activities
and the morning rush hour is busier than the later afternoon surge
where all users of the area are either commuting from either schools
or offices. In the mid—day, there are fewer activities on the residential
streets and the pedestrians are accessing a underground station,
school, community center, senior citizen center or the neighborhood
commercial district. The remarkable results of the ‘high-rise, tower-
shaped apartment complexes’ are as follows. During the weekend,
street furniture is provided, a pedestrian only zone is prepared, and
ample parks exist between the buildings It is also close to a
underground station and there are many playgrounds and fountains.
With a neighborhood commercial district nearby as well, this is a ideal

area for meeting others because there are so many pedestrian
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activities available to residents of all ages. ‘Activity sorting’ analysis
is a research methodology from Jan Gehl’s activity categories based
on his written material ‘Life between Buildings’. From the book, there
are three major activities on the street such as ‘Necessary activity’,
‘Optional activity’ and ‘Social activity’. The author applies Jan Gehl's
activity categories to the street activities on the three types of
residential blocks in Gangnam. According to the ‘activity sorting’
analysis, the necessary activities on the ‘low-rise, detached housing
block’ are somewhat diverse, energetic and it contains many of the
'Necessary activities' of the people’s lives. However, the necessary
activities on the other two apartment blocks are simple and people
pass away in a hurry. The result in the quantity and quality of
'Optional activities' in the ‘low-rise, detached housing block’ and
‘mid-rise, plate—shaped apartment complexes’ are poor, because both
residential blocks are weak in its pedestrian safety, lack of street
activity motivations and dirty street sanitary condition. The 'Optional
activities' on the ‘high-rise, tower—-shaped apartment complexes’ are
somewhat different. Diverse and higher quality of activities is caused
by the right number of street furniture placed on the street along with
a good pedestrian safety zone and superior street maintenance
conditions. The social activities on the ‘low-rise, detached housing
block’ are poorly recorded, because of the generation gaps between
the residents, different living periods, and different life patterns
between home owners and tenants. So, there is a lack of outdoor
space in the ‘low-rise, detached housing block’, in spite of its
physical benefit such as the open structure to the outer parts of the
residential blocks. The social activities in ‘mid-rise, plate—shaped
apartment complexes’ are poorly recorded as well because there are
no spaces for pedestrian activities, huge ground space between
buildings are used for parking, outworn of residential facilities, and
street maintenance conditions are poor. The social activities in ‘high—
rise, tower—shaped apartment complexes’ are poorly recorded as well

because the block is closed and is a gated structure. However, it has
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the possibility to be a good social community place in the middle of a
residential block, because the block is located in just the right place
with plenty of street facilities, several street events, a pedestrian
safety zone, and good street sanitary conditions are provided for the
residents.

Spatial cognition survey is divided into 1) residential structure
cognition, 2) distance and direction cognition and 3) residential
boundary cognition. According to residential structure cognition,
residents of ‘low-rise, detached housing blocks’ mostly recognize
their residential block structure as a linier type with detailed memory
on the streets and alleys. People of ‘ mid-rise, plate—shaped
apartment complexes ' and ° high-rise, tower—-shaped apartment
complexes’ mostly recognize their residential block structures as
spatial-types with only numbers and huge mass of blocks without
detailed explanations such as the streets and alleys. It maybe deduced
from the results that, people of the ‘low-rise, detached housing
blocks’ recognize streets and alleys on their residential blocks in
detail, where as the residents of the other two apartment complexes
recognize their residential block as a big mass. According to ‘distance
and direction cognition’, residents of all three residential blocks
mostly do not recognize distances and directions from their homes to
the nearest landmark closest to their residential blocks. Urban
environments do not provide enough information from a walking
experience to the citizens because they cannot gain clear images from
their surroundings. Even if one was to repeat their walking experience
often, the physical environment is too huge to recognize because it is
outside of the human scale. According to °‘residential boundary
cognition’, it seem to appear that, people of ‘low-rise, detached
housing blocks’ recognize the boundaries of their residential blocks
based on their walking experience, because their cognitive maps
contained their homes, reachable limitation on foot, and possibly
imagine their daily lives. However, people of the other two apartment

blocks recognized the boundaries of their residential blocks as a small
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and narrow. Understandably, up to 60% people of ‘high-rise, tower-
shaped apartment blocks ' recognized the boundaries of their
residential blocks as gated, fenced and in essence, a closed society.
The place experience survey is divided into 1) scenery experience,
2) communication possibility experience, and 3) blinded experience.
According to the ‘scenery experience’ of ‘low-rise, detached housing
blocks’, the people have a clear image of their residential blocks by
their absorption from the diversity of composition from different
buildings, advertising and commercial signs, and linier and distinctive
street patterns along with various street sceneries. However, people
have identical images from both apartment complexes because of
similar building shapes, layout, landscaping, topology, single-use
buildings and irregular street patterns. Luckily, the ‘mid-rise, plate-
shaped apartment complexes’ provides its residences a rather unique
experience because there are trees all around the block that were
planted when the apartment was constructed. As for the 'high-rise,
tower—shaped apartment complexes', the images it creates is the
weakest because it was most recently constructed so it portrays
identical images in many directions. According to the ‘communication
possibility experience’ for those three residential blocks, there are no
matters for pedestrians to communicate each others on the street,
because the street of those three residential blocks are all in human
scale. However, people found it difficult to communicate with one
another because of the height of buildings on residential blocks. From
the research results, people living above the 10" floor found it
impossible to communicate others on the ground level through their
windows, both directly and indirectly. For this reason, people living in
'low-rise, detached housing blocks' had no trouble communicating
with others within the building since most of the buildings on this
block are less than 7stories. Up to 30% of the people (with an average
of 15stories for the buildings in the block) live in ‘mid-rise, plate—
shaped apartment complexes’ and up to 70% of the people (with an

average of 25stories for the buildings in the block) live in ‘high-rise,
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tower-shaped apartment complexes’ find it troublesome to
communicate with others on the ground level. As for °blinded
experience’ with the three residential blocks, residents of ‘low-rise,
detached housing blocks’ consider their blocks negatively with poor
sanitary conditions, noise, poor street maintenance and concerns over
pedestrian safety. On the other hand, people also consider their block
positively in that it is a livable street, communicable environment, and
cultural diversity among pedestrian activities. Residents of ‘mid-rise,
plate—shaped apartment complexes’ express their residential block in
a positive note due to good street sanitary conditions, superior noise
control, frequent maintenance and concern for safety of pedestrian.
However, in terms of a livable street, communicable social place, and
cultural diversity of pedestrian activities, these factors were all
negative from their emotions. Residents of 'high-rise, tower—-shaped
apartment complexes' express their impressions of their residential
block in a positive note, in terms of street sanitary conditions, noise
control, maintenance, pedestrian safety, and communicable social
place. On the other hand, they expressed a negative impression
because their residential block is newly developed, lack of pedestrian
activity on the streets and is far from a livable place.

As a result of the analysis from each survey, the author has
concluded several meaningful observations. There are no thoughtful
considerations over the people and their lives when planning an urban
area of residence. Communicable social place and a livable residential
place for the people's activities has remained stagnant in the last
40~50 years of urban development history in Seoul. Therefore, a
livable pedestrian activity on the street, social relations and an
understanding of one another in residential blocks is a consideration
being made only recently. The absence of street experience
influences the people’s cognitions as well their spatial cognitions are a
mystery to those who live in the space. There are several important
urban design issues that have surfaced as a result of this study from

an urban designer point of view. Residential blocks should be kept as
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relatively public places for better relationships among residences and
the street activities must have a specific place for people to use. Also,
the residential block should be cleaned thoroughly with a good street
maintenance system and the physical environment must be designed
in human scale. To be a successful livable residential block, the
residential block should encourage a certain density population and
mix use development is necessary rather than single use. Lastly, the
residential block should be developed as an open structure to the
surroundings for better communication and relations between people
on the residential blocks.

Key-words: ‘Low-rise, detached housing block’, ‘Mid-rise, plate—shaped
apartment complex’, ‘High-rise, tower-shaped apartment complex’, street
activity, spatial cognition, place experience, Gangnam, Seoul.

Matriculation Number: 2009-30711

] .
247 ~1H L



2 A g ot

SECRIL WATCeAL LIMNVERSTY



249

T8t

ol



	I. 서론                                              
	1. 연구의 배경 및 목적                              
	2. 연구의 대상지                                       
	3. 연구의 방법                                      
	4. 용어 설명                                     
	5. 연구의 흐름도

	II. 이론적 논의                             
	1. 한국의 주거지 유형                             
	2. 도시 환경에 대한 비판적 성찰             
	3. 주거지의 옥외활동                             
	4. 주거지의 공간인식                             
	5. 주거지의 장소적 체험                     
	6. 분석의 틀                                     

	III. 주거지 유형별 물리적 환경 특성    
	1. 물리적 환경 특성의 구분                    
	2. 공간 구조적 특성                            
	3. 토지이용, 교통 및 편의 시설            
	4. 옥외 공간                                    
	5. 소결                                           

	IV. 주거지 유형별 옥외 활동 특성   
	1. 분석의 틀                                   
	2. 활동의 양                                   
	3. 활동의 질                                    
	4. 소결                                           

	V. 주거지 유형별 공간 인식 특성   
	1. 분석의 틀                                   
	2. 공간 구조 인식                                   
	3. 거리와 방향 인식                           
	4. 주거지의 범위 인식                           
	5. 소결                                           

	VI. 주거지 유형별 장소 체험 특성   
	1. 분석의 틀                    
	2. 경관의 체험                                   
	3. 사회적 소통 체험                           
	4. 감각적 체험                                   
	5. 소결                                           

	VII. 결론                                           
	1. 종합 결론                                   
	2. 시사점                                           
	3. 연구의 한계                                   



