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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Change Aspect in the Writing of Jang Yong Hark’s Novels

Ryu, Kyung Ja

Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Jang Yong Hak, who has been a secondary school teacher, writer and editorialist
during Korea’'s turbulent history including Japanese colonization, race struggling
with each other and military dictatorships, put his criticism on the reality of
Korean society at that time and historical. philosophical inquiries in writing. In this
article, the correlation of the change aspect in writing of Jang Yong hark’s novel
and resistance was analyzed along with the analysis on his novels dividing into 4
chapters as the central axis such as to the matter of ‘identity recovery relating to
his initial writing focusing on his way of writing, his criticism on violence through
the comparison of metafictional writing and the writing of plays on reality, satiric
strategy on ruling power through parody and his criticism on the colonial view of
history by comparing fictioneering and history writing.

To begin with, a few of his early works through which he groped for ways to
write were analyzed to see his ways to write and philosophical sprout that pass
through his literary world. He wrote novels based on the characters who had
difficulty surviving under the pre. post war situations, on the characters with
life-threatening diseases, fixing extreme situations needed to cast questions of the
border between good and evil as ways to think the ethics of the subject. Jang
Yong Hak’ novels could be said to have started from the criticism on a
dichotomous conflict structure that formed the modern times and the reflection on
the subjects of the arts that the reality could be reproduced ‘as it is. What Jang
Yong Hak wish to deny here are the ideology, tradition and authority which were
the constituents of the modern times, quite alike with the deny of people against

the ideas very influential such as various laws and ethics through which they tied
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themselves throughout human history. Jang Yong Hak criticized through writing
the modern society institutionalized by rational reason such as morals, science etc,
and that was an attempt to overcome such reality through the criticism on the
mechanical ‘mythological world riddled with science and reason, in other words,
that was an criticism on every norms and institutions.

Jang Yong Hak's writing in form destruction turns out more concretely through
parodies or metafictional writing as well as through ideological description that
expressed as the ‘disappearance of descriptive stuff. Some of his works show the
features of typical metafictional writing in overlapping narrative structure. That is,
his writing, comparing a character in a novel to a real world composed with
fiction, turns into the style that writing itself is a resistance against violence. For
a start, the reality itself is a ‘mythical’ reality made up of fiction to a character in
a novel who does fictional writing, and Jang Yong Hak expressed the modern
times filled with violence as ‘circus-like’ reality. The writing of Hyun Woo who
discloses the truth after he had revived from the death implies the resistance
against the violence, and considering the life of the village foreman which was
controlled by social authority of ‘circus-like’ reality in the past, his ‘participation’ in
the making of ‘circus-like’ realty is a resistant strategy conversely controlling the
reality. Jang Yong Hak could be understood in the same vein as a writer
attempting to write fictional stuff like the play-making activity. Both the village
foreman’s confessing of his ‘play-making activity and Jang Yong Hak's
metafictional writing stated by him as fictional ‘fictioneering’ are the methods to
revolt against the mechanism controlling the people, and Jang Yong Hak’'s way to
fight against this world with a creative ‘imagination’ and way to criticize the
existing hegemony which had been ruling over human beings. The ‘play-making
activity’ was the very thing designed as a way to resist within a dramatic reality,
as an artistic behavior to resist actively against violent reality by rewriting the
‘play’ of life in reality rather than living in a lethargic life adapting himself to the
given violent reality.

An ‘imagination of the trial' is particularly being noticed among the motifs
frequently appearing in Jang Yong Hak's novels. The scene unfolded in the trial is

the conversion of the space which should be the room for ‘rhetoric’ to argue over
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innocence into the room for ‘digression’ made excursions from the argument. and
that's Jang Yong Hak’'s denial of and sneer at the trial system itself, as well as
the sneers at the existing trials, and the values of trials in their contribution to the
societies. Under the situation of divided Korean peninsula, the daily lives of the
public in South Korea were controlled by the regulations led by state power
exclusive in politics and economics, and the powers resisting the state power apt
to be punished by the state violence by the name of governmental authority
anytime anywhere. In here, the digression appeared in front of the stage acted as a
weapon to resist against legal violence and a denial of laws represented by
prosecutors’ arguments that symbolize state violence and also an exposure of the
fabrications of the judicial system. His novels in metafictional writing by way of
parodying popular novels destroyed the order in border of genres, and degraded the
writing of biographies to popular novels by way of disguising and concealing
violence aiming to disclose conversely the ‘disguising’ and ‘concealing’. In that
ways, he pulled down the dominant power of the genre given as the form of a
‘biography’ denying consensus politics. That’s the positive power of novel esthetics
achieved by Jang Yong Hak’s novels through refusal of border making and
positions provision through partition and that acts as a filed for different views
distributing new sensation and perception. His refusal of traditional discourse over
biographical form is his way to suggest to see again any fixed roles and then
destroy them.

The parodies in Jang Yong Hak’s novels were divided into them in the Bible
and them in the classes of the Orient and in many cases, they are connected with
the ruling powers. He threw down the contents of the Bible and their meanings
ironically by parodying them and through the degradation, he dissected and
satirized the disciplinary mechanism inherent in the modern society. Since the
middle of the 1960’s, Jang Yong Hak wrote focusing on the grim reality relating to
the nation—building with the reason for modernization and criticized the bureaucracy
with the appearances of the ‘democracy’ and economical advancement and the
reality pursuing the idea of money is everything. The partial aspects of the
phenomena at that time were the start of a bureaucratic authoritarianism based on

the military dictatorships and the economical structure for chaebols’ benefit, and
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the attempts of the ruling power to rule the nation depending on the bureaucracy
excluding or suppressing the social powers in the civil society or the political
powers connected with the social powers. Jang Yong Hak satirically parodied the
classics aiming to criticize the modern times when the classical thought which
valued much the humanity and morals such as filial piety and fidelity being
reinterpreted neoterically in novels and then disappeared.

Jang Yong Hak took notice in the later part of his life of the matter relating to
history writing restructuring the memory of Japanese colonial rule and criticizing
the discourse over it and the colonial view of history of the historians. The cause
he took notice of the past Japanese colonial rule again at that time seems to be
attributed to the falsifications in Japanese history textbooks. The history rewriting
activities of the Japanese historians is a means of making of a logic on the
colonial rule, and an inevitable procedure to achieve ‘assimilation policy’ and the
‘policy to obliterate the Korean race’ and the colonial view of history fundamentally
focused on the ugly, dark and fatalistic sides of Korean history to make Koreans
loss pride of their history and be frustrated over their race, as well as aiming to
justify their history of invasion and rule which is the original goal of the colonial
view of history. At that time, Jang Yong Hak restructured the memory of Japanese
colonization by way of publishing a series of novels of it revealing the fabrication
of history writing. Jang Yong Hak criticized the Japanese writing of their history,
the discourse over their colonial rule, simultaneously rewriting the history himself
against the Japanese writing of their fictional history enabling the people to ‘read
the history different from the ‘history’ made up by the Japanese.

Key Words: writing, identity, metafiction, circus-like reality, digression, play,
violence, Bible, parody, ruling power, disciplinary mechanism, authoritarian state,

the colonial view of history, writing history.
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