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Abstract

A Study on the expression of an organic life of plants

Hye In Choi

Major in Oriental Painting
College of Fine Arts
The Graduate School
Seoul National University

All living organisms including human beings go toward the death from
the moment they are brought to life. Living things without death do not
exist so though paradoxical the home of a life may be said as the death.
Besides, living things are both independent and interdependent,
sympathizing and exchanging with an environment around as well as
continually and repeating life and death. In that sense, a circulating
structure of life and death is repetition of generation and extinction.

As for living things, in particular plants are a source of a circulating
life and a basis of the ecosystem. The reason is that plants supply the
earth with oxygen and play a pivotal role in the ecosystem of the earth
as an essential energy source for herbivores. Plants live a life for
themselves while taking in the sunlight and water as the representative
of the nature. Plants also have a struggling lie for the survival though
seemingly less obvious compared with animals. It is being expressed
silently by forms that seem static. Lao—tzu compared the solid and the

strong to the death while comparing the soft and the weak to a life, and

assumed that the softer and the weaker one is, the more vitality one has.

Blooming and bearing fruit with a help from the wind, birds and insects,

2
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plants form an organic and symbiotic network with organisms around by
giving them leaves, fruits and honey in return.

This paper examines the expression of an organic life of plants,
especially of edible plants. The reason is that this research pays
attention to a life of normal edible plants or vegetables on the table
rather than beautiful flowers and trees, Four Gracious Plants including
plum, orchid, chrysanthemum and bamboo and ornamental flowering
plants.

Art does not necessarily deal with beautiful, elegant, unique and
mysterious ones as its subject matter. Rather, it plays a role of giving a
wide range of thinking and recognition to one’s perspective on things by
paying attention to the normal hidden in the special so finding out
precious beauty of such a normal thing. In that regard, edible plants in
the works enable us to look at newly intimate and familiar things
inherent in a daily life through a lens of ‘defamiliarization’

This study examines the meaning of a life from both natural and social
aspects. First, it identifies the meaning of a life from Taoism having
female and natural characteristics and the Buddhism having unworldly
and circulating characteristics in an aspect connected to the nature, and
also from the Confucian philosophy established in human relations and
the ecology now actively studied in a social aspect. In other words,
theoretical bases for understanding and analyzing my works originated
from the Taoist concepts on Wu—wei and the nature and its view of a
life to compare Tao rearing everything to motherhood and water,
Buddhist idea of a life that everything exists constantly by causality and
individual thing has its dignity, Confucian view of a life that all creatures
change in a timely manner and communicate in their relationship and a
concept of coexistence that all living things in the ecosystem influence

each other and are influenced by the food chain like a network.
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Hence, I conduct a theoretical analysis of my works from 1998 to
2016 from the eastern views of the world of the Taoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism and from an ecological perspective with a theme of the
expression of a life. As a result, a body of my works mainly on edible
plants shows that a series of growth processes from germination to
extinction expresses a characteristic of an organic life which is variable,
circulating, and at the same time constant. Besides, my work view that
edible plants including mushrooms and bean sprouts growing,
reproducing and dying in a colony represent a characteristic of a life
competing and living together like that of a human society. In fact,
community plants in my works form a group bound by a common destiny
where they grow up, thrive and die together while entwining with each
other in a network rather than an individual life. Hence, their lives
shown from my works are developed in an unfamiliar and silent but
intense way.

A coloring technique adopted in this study is deep coloring (IE¥) to
express characteristics of edible plants properly. The reason is that
deep coloring expresses circulation of edible plants most adequately
since it is a technique requiring physical time for repeating coloring and
drying. Life cycles of edible plants are short but repetitive, and their
familiar lives are expressed by composing various layers with deep
coloring through ‘defamiliarization’. In this regard, a life in this thesis
means not momentary life where energy of a life is released suddenly
but ‘circulating’ life where germination, growth and extinction are
repeated endlessly. Furthermore, edible plants have to endure fierce
competition in a colony and at the same time they are positioned at the
table most intimately with human beings than any other plant so they
express both flexible and tough vitality completely. Therefore, deep

coloring was used because they correspond to its characteristics
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layering one on the other.

Finally, my works aim at expressing circulative lives and colonies of
numerous edible plants, their organic lives and characteristics from a
multilayered perspective using natural pigments, dyes and others on a
variety of grounds including mural painting such as fresco and secco,

silk, Korean paper and linen.

Key Words: Plant, Organic Life, Growth, Circulation, Network, Deep
Coloring

Student Number: 2007-30337
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