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Abstract

An Analysis of the Effect of Utilizing
Visual Media for Web-based Discussion

class in Social Studies
—focused on Editorial Cartoon—

Youn—-Jeong Lee

Department of Social Studies Education
Seoul National University

Major Advisor : Kyung—hwan Mo, Ed. D.

This study aims to verify the effect of utilizing visual media
for web-based discussion class in social studies for
elementary students. For this purpose, two instructional
strategies for web—based discussion class were designed—one
utilizing editorial cartoon, which is a type of visual medium,
and the other utilizing written text. Then an analysis was
carried out concerning difference in positive effect on

discussion class between the two different materials utilized.
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Research questions are as follows:

First, can editorial cartoon improve the degree of
understanding about discussion content more than written text
when they are utilized for web-based discussion class in

social studies for elementary students?

Second, can editorial cartoon improve the degree of
satisfaction toward discussion more than written text when

they are utilized for web—based discussion?

Third, can editorial cartoon improve the degree of
participation in discussion more than written text when they

are utilized for web—-based discussion?

In order to answer the research questions, a
quasi—experiment was conducted. The subjects involved
through convenience sampling were 162 5™ graders of N
elementary school located in Seoul, and 162 students of S
and T elementary schools located in Daejeon—a total of 324
elementary students. During 2 weeks in April 2016, the
students participated in web-based discussion classes that
utilized editorial cartoon and written text, and then took a
test for measuring the degree of understanding about
discussion content, the degree of satisfaction toward
discussion and the degree of participation in discussion.

Collected data were subjected to multiple regression analysis.
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The results of the analysis are as follows:

First, editorial cartoon improved the degree of
understanding about discussion content more than written text
when they were utilized for web-based discussion class in

social studies for elementary students.

Second, editorial cartoon did not improve the degree of
satisfaction toward discussion more than written text when

they were utilized for web—-based discussion.

Third, editorial cartoon improved the degree of participation
in discussion more than written text when they were utilized

for web—based discussion

The result of this study indicates that, compared to the
utilization of written text, the utilization of visual media has
more positive effect on web—-based discussion class in social
studies for elementary students in two aspects: the degree of
understanding about discussion content, and the degree of
participation in discussion. Such a result shows that the
enhancement of the effectiveness of web-based discussion
class in social studies for elementary students needs an
instructional strategy that utilizes visual media for presenting
the subject and dispute point of discussion as concrete image.

Elementary students are immature in abstract thinking activity
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because, in the aspect of cognitive development, they have
the characteristic of being in the transition stage between
concrete operational stage and formal operational stage. They
also have the tendency of being image—centered in exploring
the online world. Accordingly, positive effect on promoting
students’ participation in discussion and on their internalizing
discussion content can be obtained by presenting the subject
and dispute point of discussion as concrete visual image

through the utilization of visual media.
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