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Shin, Sang-Keun. (2004). An exploratory study of the usefulness of
foreign language tests in Korea. Foreign Language FEducation
Research, 7, 57-70.

This paper examined the usefulness of widely used foreign language
tests in Korea, focusing on their purposes. The analyses of secondary
data showed that the tests are used for purposes for which they have not
been validated, which call into question the appropriateness of
interpretations test users make of test scores. The results also indicated
that the reliability of test scores could be undermined because of test
security violations. Finally, the lack of correspondence of test tasks and
real life tasks also question the meaningfulness of the interpretations that
test users make on the basis of test scores.

Even though the present study was only exploratory in nature, its
findings are hoped to contribute to an understanding of the usefulness of
language tests for a given purpose.

Like medicines, language tests need clear labels giving details of
measurement error and validation, which should appear on the face of score

reports rather than in manuals read only by experts (Spolsky, 1995).
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