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Abstract

Changes in Professional Identity of
Journalists During the Park Chung-hee
Regime

Yong-Gyu Park
Professor, Division of Media & Advertising, Sangji University

Immediately after the 5-16 coup, the Park Chung-hee regime started
trying to constrict any critical activities of journalists and they were
willing to support the press to grow as an enterprise. This
industrialization of newspaper only intensified the internal control of
owners, and that eventually led the journalists to be suffered from low
wages and job insecurity. Such of those external and internal controls
drove any critical contents out, and that caused the development of
readers’ critical ideas about the press. As they always got watched for
their journalistic activities and were never been guaranteed for
occupational rights and interests, the journalists sneered at themselves
for becoming one of those ‘salaried men.” That consequently encouraged
them to make attempts to ‘form a labor union’ and to ‘search for
professionalization.” However, those attempts did not make it to any
satisfactory result because of the suppression from the government and
the owners of the press, the journalists” lack of competence. But, despite
the failure, what the journalists went through during the Park Chung-hee
regime did have an influence on the journalists’ trying to build a desirable
identity.

KEYWORDS journalist e professional identity e press union

movement e professionalism e Park Chung-Hee Regime
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